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I am grateful to

Winfried Fluck, for guidance through freedom in many years of equally supportive and
challenging mentorship

Laura Bieger, for an always caring balance of friendly criticism and critical friendship

My father, for encouraging fearlessness and inquisitiveness, and for cherishing the
beauty of rational thought

My mother, for being my shining example of courage, dedication, and tenacity
 
 

               
Maria Aleksandra Slowinska studied at Johns Hopkins University, Yale Universi-
ty and Freie Universität Berlin, where she received her doctorate. She is now a
Strategy and Innovation Consultant working at the confluence of academic
research and industrial development.
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This book is the result of research undertaken as part of the doctoral program at
the Graduate School of North American Studies at Freie Universität Berlin. Work
on this project was generously funded by the German Excellence Initiative and
the Terra Foundation for American Art.
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