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Andris Banka is a scholar of international relations and security studies. 

His primary research interests are related to the security of the Baltic coun­
tries and transatlantic relations currently working on the transformation of 
the security architecture.

Marie Becker is a political scientist whose research focuses on governance 
issues relating to enhancing the resilience of critical (maritime) infrastructure 
in the Baltic Sea region. Her work centres on the interface between the EU 
and its member states, on the one hand, and the interface between the state 
and the private sector, on the other.

Bernd Bobertz is a geoinformatics specialist whose work focuses on the 
analysis and visualisation of geospatial data. His research engages with inter­
disciplinary projects on land use and environmental change, approaching 
transformation through data-driven spatial analysis.

Margit Bussmann is a political scientist specialising on international rela­
tions. Her research interests include the causes, consequences, and dynamics 
of international and domestic armed conflicts as well as the transformation, 
stability and resilience of post-conflict societies. She is currently focusing her 
research on security in the Baltic Sea region and Germanyʼs perception in the 
region.

Rebecca Demmler is a transdisciplinary researcher focused on sustain­
able transformation and ocean-related environmental behaviour. She studies 
emotional and moral dynamics behind behaviour change and explores how 
strengthening human–ocean relationships can support this shift.

Isabelle Dolezalek is an art historian with a specific interest in transcul­
tural entanglements in the pre-modern period, object biographies, and the 
reception of medieval art—for instance, in museums and exhibitions. Her 
teaching and research often involve formats of academic outreach.

Alexander Drost is historian who studies the formation and spatio-cultural 
interconnections of the Baltic Sea region from the Middle Ages to the present. 
He sees transformation not so much as isolated phenomena, but rather as 
long-term processes marked by discontinuities and continuities.

Steffen Fleßa is a health economist specialising in innovation theory. He 
analyses how new technologies, ideas and paradigms diffuse within societies 
and between countries, and explains why healthcare innovations are adopted 
in the Baltic Sea Region at different rates and speeds.
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Jörg Hartleib is a geographer who focuses on linking geoinformation tech­
nologies with environmental analysis, approaching transformation through 
historic landscape development and geoinformatics tools.

Michael Kalis is a legal scholar who conducts interdisciplinary research 
into the legal aspects of the energy transition in the Baltic Sea region. In 
his work, he views the law not only as an object of transformation, but also 
as a potential obstacle, a driving force and, not least, a facilitator of this 
transformation.

Vassilis Kitsos is a social scientist who studies policy mobilities and urban 
and regional development processes in macro-regions. His current work fo­
cuses on rural development and innovation policies across the Baltic Sea, 
particularly in peripheral contexts.

Susanne Kleemann is a professor of sustainability science and applied 
geography working on »socio-ecological transformations« at the intersection 
of individual behaviour change and political-economic frameworks. She fo­
cuses on ocean literacy and climate governance and sees transformation as a 
complex and multi-level phenomenon.

Clemens Lisdat is a human geographer whose research focuses on the po­
litical and social dimensions of fisheries. His work examines the governance of 
fish stocks through the lens of assemblage theory, highlighting the interplay of 
ecological, economic, and political factors.

Sebastian van der Linden is an environmental scientist and professor of 
geoinformation science and remote sensing whose research focuses on land 
use and land cover change. Using Earth observation data, he examines envi­
ronmental transformations related to vegetation dynamics, land management, 
and climate change impacts.

Melissa Nawroth is a health economist with a keen interest in telemedicine 
and emergency services.

Frauke Richter-Wilde is a geographer working at the intersection of re­
gional development and spatial planning. Her research focuses on sustainable 
development, municipal finances, and the challenges facing small and medi­
um-sized towns and rural areas.

Daniel Schiller is a professor of economic and social geography whose 
research explores knowledge-based and sustainable regional development and 
the transformation of regional economies. His work engages with spatial 
justice and the dynamics of globalisation, focusing on Germany, the Baltic Sea 
region, and East and Southeast Asia.
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Peter Stoll is a geographer and curator of the historic map collection at 
the Institute of Geography and Geology. His work focuses on the maintenance 
and digital cataloguing of cartographic collections.

Christine Tamásy is a geographer with a focus on the study of people 
and their activities in relation to space and place. Her research interests 
are rural geographies, agri-food studies and entrepreneurship from a spatial 
perspective.

Solveig Marie Wang is an interdisciplinary and anticolonial medievalist, 
working at the intersections of Medieval Studies, Postcolonial Studies, and 
Indigenous Studies. Her research explores Indigeneity in the medieval period, 
medieval-to-modern colonial impacts, and heritage, repatriation, and identity.

Charlotte Wenke is an art historian working on medieval and Viking-Age 
artefacts and their modern reception. So far, her research has been focused on 
Northern Europe. The preliminary results of her PhD research project were 
the basis for the digital exhibition »Viking Gold. Treasure Politics since 1800«.
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