
Acknowledgements

The ideas for this field guide took shape in discussions with several

distinctive academic communitieswhichhelpedus to clarify the spe-

cific need for a concise, hands-on manual for using narrative and

storytelling in urban planning. First of all, we would like to thank

the research group “Scripts for Postindustrial Urban Futures: Amer-

icanModels, Transatlantic Interventions” funded by the Volkswagen

Foundation (2018–2023) – it has been a pleasure to work with Ju-

liane Borosch, FlorianDeckers, Kornelia Freitag,Walter Grünzweig,

Randi Gunzenhäuser, Elisabeth Haefs, Chris Katzenberg, Johannes

Krickl,Hanna Rodewald,Maria Sulimma,MichaelWala, andKatha-

rina Wood on the multiple intersections between American studies

and urban practice. In this research group, the work with our busi-

ness partners in urban planning, urban development and urban art,

most notably Diane van Buren and Ernest Zachary of Zachary & As-

sociates in Detroit, Kai Lipsius of the Green Capital Agency, Essen,

Thomas Rühle of Ökozentrum NRW in Hamm, Northrhine-West-

falia, Sebastian Schlecht of lala.ruhr and Bocafloja of the Quilom-

boarte Art Collective, has enriched our sense of the practical impact

of narratives on urban practice.

Wewould also like to thank colleagues at TampereUniversity and

Turku Institute for Advanced Studies (TIAS), as well as at the Asso-

ciation for Literary Urban Studies (ALUS). Our gratitude goes out to

the inspiring environment provided by the YTK Land Use Planning

and Urban Studies Group, Aalto University, Finland.

Further thanks go to the Competence Field “Metropolitan Re-

search” in the University Alliance Ruhr, funded by StiftungMercator,

and to numerous partner institutions for providing stimulating

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839466179-001 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839466179-001 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


8 Narrative in Urban Planning

environments and for providing occasions to develop and test in

practice some of the ideas for this book. We particularly wish to

acknowledge the City of Essen and its Head of Environment, Traffic

and Sports, Simone Raskob, as well as the Emschergenossenschaft

and its Chairman Prof. Dr. Uli Paetzel.

We are grateful for discussions with the following colleagues:

Stephanie LeighBatiste, JulikaGriem,UtaHohn,Bart Keunen,Panu

Lehtovuori, Paula M.L. Moya, Rolf Parr, J. Alexander Schmidt, Sofie

Verraest, Hans-WernerWehling andThorstenWiechmann.

And we would like to express our gratitude to the students who

attended our various seminars, workshops and guest lectures about

narratives in the context of planning – your genuine interest and

questions have provided inspiration, food for thought, and impor-

tant reference points for our work.

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839466179-001 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839466179-001 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

