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About this publication

This book compiles an English and German version of the study “On the
Allocation of Competences between the European Union and its Member
States in the Media Sector” which was prepared by the Institute of Euro-
pean Media Law (EMR) on behalf of the German Länder. Each language
version is preceded by a Preface of Heike Raab, State Secretary, Plenipoten-
tiary for Federal and European Affairs, for Media and Digital Affairs of the
Land of Rhineland-Palatinate.

Readers can first find a summary table of contents, followed by the pref-
ace, a detailed table of contents and the study itself, each of them first in
the English, then in the German language version.

The publication of the bilingual version of the study as a print and e-
book was supported by the Mainzer Medieninstitut e.V. (Mainz Media In-
stitute) which co-organizes the annual “Brüsseler Mediengespräch” togeth-
er with and in the premises of the representation of the Land Rhineland-
Palatinate, the venue originally foreseen for the presentation of the study
to the public. The authors are very grateful for this support.

Since the study was completed, the European Commission has put for-
ward the two proposals for a Digital Services Act and a Digital Markets
Act.1 A more detailed assessment by the EMR of the actual proposals in ad-
dition to the general analysis based on the (then) forthcoming proposals
hereinafter, is available online.2

The “Rundfunkkommission der Länder” as initiator, the EMR as
provider and the Mainzer Medieninstitut as supporting institution for the
publication of the study are briefly introduced together with the authors
(Cole; Ukrow; Etteldorf) at the end of the study. The authors would like to
thank Sebastian Zeitzmann, research associate at EMR, who assumed the
overall responsibility for the English translation of the study.

1 Proposal for a Regulation on a Single Market For Digital Services (Digital Services
Act) and amending Directive 2000/31/EC, COM/2020/825 final, CELEX:
52020PC0825; Proposal for a Regulation on contestable and fair markets in the
digital sector (Digital Markets Act), COM/2020/842 final, CELEX: 52020PC0842.

2 Ukrow, Die Vorschläge der EU-Kommission für einen Digital Services Act und
einen Digital Markets Act, Impulse aus dem EMR; Cole/Etteldorf/Ullrich, Updating
the Rules for Online Content Dissemination, Nomos 2021; https://www.nomos-eli
brary.de/10.5771/9783748925934.
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Über diese Veröffentlichung

Dieses Buch stellt eine englische und deutsche Version der Studie „Zur
Kompetenzverteilung zwischen der Europäischen Union und den Mit-
gliedstaaten im Mediensektor“ zusammen, die vom Institut für Europäis-
ches Medienrecht (EMR) im Auftrag der deutschen Länder erstellt wurde.
Jeder Sprachversion ist ein Vorwort von Heike Raab, Staatssekretärin in
der Staatskanzlei Rheinland-Pfalz und Bevollmächtigte des Landes Rhein-
land-Pfalz beim Bund und für Europa, Medien und Digitales, vor-
angestellt.

Der Leser findet zunächst ein zusammenfassendes Inhaltsverzeichnis
des Buches, gefolgt vom Vorwort, einem ausführlichen Inhaltsverzeichnis
und der Studie selbst, jeweils zunächst in der englischen, dann in der
deutschen Sprachversion.

Die Veröffentlichung der zweisprachigen Version der Studie als Print
und E-Book wurde vom Mainzer Medieninstitut e.V. unterstützt, das das
jährliche „Brüsseler Mediengespräch" gemeinsam mit und in den Räumen
der Landesvertretung Rheinland-Pfalz, dem ursprünglich vorgesehenen
Veranstaltungsort für die öffentliche Präsentation der Studie, organisiert.
Die Autoren sind dem Mainzer Medieninstitut für die Unterstützung sehr
dankbar.

Seit der Fertigstellung der Studie hat die Europäische Kommission die
beiden Vorschläge für einen Digital Services Act und einen Digital Mar-
kets Act vorgelegt.1 Eine detailliertere Bewertung der aktuellen Vorschläge
durch die Autoren dieser Studie, zusätzlich zu der allgemeinen Analyse,
die auf den (zu diesem Zeitpunkt noch) bevorstehenden Vorschlägen im
Folgenden basiert, ist online verfügbar.2

1 Vorschlag für eine Verordnung über einen Binnenmarkt für digitale Dienste
(Gesetz über digitale Dienste) und zur Änderung der Richtlinie 2000/31/EG,
COM/2020/825 final, CELEX: 52020PC0825; Vorschlag für eine Verordnung über
bestreitbare und faire Märkte im digitalen Sektor (Gesetz über digitale Märkte),
COM/2020/842 final, CELEX: 52020PC0842.

2 Ukrow, Die Vorschläge der EU-Kommission für einen Digital Services Act und
einen Digital Markets Act, Impulse aus dem EMR; Cole/Etteldorf/Ullrich, Updating
the Rules for Online Content Dissemination, Nomos 2021; https://www.nomos-eli
brary.de/10.5771/9783748925934.
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Die Rundfunkkommission der Länder als Initiator, das EMR als Er-
steller und das Mainzer Medieninstitut als unterstützende Institution für
die Veröffentlichung der Studie werden zusammen mit den Autoren
(Cole; Ukrow; Etteldorf) am Ende der Studie kurz vorgestellt. Die Autoren
bedanken sich bei Sebastian Zeitzmann, wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter am
EMR, der die Gesamtverantwortung für die englische Übersetzung der
Studie übernommen hat.

Über diese Veröffentlichung
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Preface

The year 2020 was a year of setting the course of media politics in Ger-
many and Europe with very important milestones: An up-to-date media
regulation of television, radio and the press may not remain stuck in the
“old world”. On the contrary, the digital environment calls for new an-
swers – for the ‘online media world’. In 2020, the German federal states,
the Länder, as media legislators adopted the State Media Treaty and simul-
taneously transposed the Audiovisual Media Services Directive with it. At
the end of the very same year, the European Commission outlined in its
proposals for a Digital Services Act and a Digital Markets Act the shape
that central rules of a digital society could take from its own perspective.

As the coordinator of the Broadcasting Commission of the German Län-
der I am proud to say that the State Media Treaty entered into force on 7
November 2020. This major achievement in media politics is the result of
a long process, started several years ago by the German Länder, which have
the competence of regulating the media in Germany. It is one of the most
important initiatives in media politics in recent years and provides answers
to very relevant questions of a digitized media world. It creates a legal
framework, which fosters diversity of opinion and equal opportunities in
communication, especially online, increases the visibility of quality jour-
nalism and strengthens the accountability of the internet community. For
the first time, major media platforms and intermediaries such as Google,
Facebook, Twitter or Amazon are subjected to media-specific and plur-
alism-based regulation. The coronavirus pandemic illustrated the impor-
tance of these large platforms for the distribution of media information
very clearly.

The discussions during the making of and the solutions found in the
State Media Treaty show clearly: Rules for big platforms on how to deal
with illegal content are important – after the German legislator imple-
mented the Network Enforcement Act, now the European Commission
rightly urges platforms to take more responsibility as well. However, we as
media regulators are convinced that rules for dealing with illegal, harmful
or otherwise problematic content alone are not enough to safeguard media
pluralism and diversity of opinions. More is needed: When we refer to
non-discriminatory findability of journalistic content in the State Media
Treaty, we are not talking about liability or responsibility for illegal con-
tent. It is about how we promote equal opportunities for communication
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online and how we make quality journalism visible – not only during
times of crisis. This requires a media-specific framework for the challenges
of the digital platform economy.

The EU Member States agree that such media-specific and diversity-re-
lated regulation of media platforms and intermediaries is a necessity and
that safeguarding media pluralism is primarily the responsibility of the
Member States. The Member States explicitly confirmed and underlined
this in the Council conclusions on safeguarding a free and pluralistic me-
dia system, which were adopted end of last year during the German Coun-
cil Presidency. The Council conclusions therefore provide an important
impulse for future and up-to-date, national as well as European legislation
in a digital age. The German Länder are happy to take on this responsibili-
ty.

A coherent legal framework for the digital environment is not only nec-
essary with regard to media regulation in its original meaning, but also in
many other sectors on regional, national and European level. The media
are indispensable for our democracies in Europe. It is our task and respon-
sibility to maintain a free and functioning media system. Therefore, we
need to consider the impact on the media that new rules in other sectors
may have. The numerous laws of different legislators have to interact well
with each other. This issue was also addressed by the Member States in the
Council conclusions.

All of these are by no means trivial tasks, and they require every actor in
the legislative process – whether at regional, national or European level –
to address these issues. Regulating the online world is a shared responsibil-
ity. The goal of coherence and consistency raises difficult questions in this
regard, in particular how regulation by the EU of a digital single market
can be reconciled with the competence of the Member States in order to
ensure media pluralism and take into account the specifics of the media
sector.

In June 2020, the Broadcasting Commission commissioned the present
study “On the Allocation of Competences between the European Union
and its Member States in the Media Sector” by the Institute of European
Media Law (EMR) to make a lasting contribution to the discussion. Prof.
Dr. Mark D. Cole, Dr. Jörg Ukrow and Christina Etteldorf give important
answers, which will be groundbreaking for the upcoming and future dis-
cussions on national and European level. Originally, the study should have
been presented at the annual “Brüsseler Mediengespräch” in the represen-
tation of Rhineland-Palatinate in Brussels, combined with a discussion of
representatives from politics, academia and the media sector. Unfortunate-
ly, the event could not yet take place due to the coronavirus pandemic. I

Preface
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deliberately say "not yet”, because postponed is not abandoned. In the
meantime, I recommend the podcast about the study, which was produced
with our cooperation partners Mainzer Medieninstitut and Westdeutscher
Rundfunk in December 2020.

On the web address www.rundfunkkommission.rlp.de you can listen to
the podcast, which includes an introduction of the study by Prof. Cole and
statements of representatives from politics, science and the media industry
about the (at the time of recording yet to be presented) Digital Services Act
Package.

With the proposals of the European Commission on the table, the study
of the EMR has its first use case. I hope and wish that not only the German
Länder will avail themselves of the study to evaluate the proposals of the
European Commission, but the other players in this and the coming legis-
lative processes will use it as well.

   
Heike Raab
State Secretary, Plenipotentiary for Federal and European Affairs, for
Media and Digital Affairs of the Land of Rhineland-Palatinate,

   
9 February 2021
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