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Normally the text of the above mentioned three
sacred works get the following class numbers:

R65, 6 Bhagavat gita
015, 1A2 Mahabharata
Q22: 223 Bhagavata.

Hind to Part 3 of CC containing schedules of classics
and sacred works has been given in this manual. Ay-
urvedic texts and the Bible and its parts have been
cited as examples. However more class numbers
could have been included for works such as Ramay-
ana, Mahabharata and Tirukkural, and more exam-
ples discussing South Indian topics could have been
added. For example: P152, 9D4425 Dakhini Hindi
the dialect spoken by people in erstwhile Hyderabad
state area; Q2: 4198. 4422. fS Pilgrimage to Sabari-
mala.

The Adjunct (MC)s like Mining and Animal Hus-
bandry are represented in the list of (MC)s in CC as
HX, KX etc. But in those chapters these are repre-
sented as HZ, KZ etc. Here there is an inconsistency.
HX, KX etc. are better because the digit X is used as a
digit for interpolation in arrays (emptying digit).
Since Z is reserved for creating sectors (Empty digit)
it is not desirable to use it to represent any concept.

On the whole the Manual of Practical Colon Classi-
fication is a very useful book for students and teachers
of library classification.

M. Parameswaran

M. Parameswaran, Reader and Head, Dept. of Li-
brary and Information Science, University of Calicut,
Kerala State, India. E-mail: mparam1@rediffmail.com

SCHWARTZ, Candy. Sorting Out the Web: Ap-
proaches to Subject Access. Westport, CT: Ablex
Publishing, 2001. 169 pp. ISBN 1-56750-519-8 (pb).

In her own preface to this work, the author notes her
lifelong fascination with classification and order, as
well as her more recent captivation with the Internet
– a place of “chaos in need of organization” (xi). Sort-
ing out the Web examines current efforts to organize
the Web and is well-informed by the author’s aca-
demic and professional expertise in information or-

ganization, information retrieval, and Web develop-
ment. Although the book’s level and tone are particu-
larly relevant to a student audience (or others inter-
ested in Web-based subject access at an introductory
level), it will also appeal to information professionals
developing subject access systems across a range of in-
formation contexts.

There are six chapters in the book, each describing
and analyzing one core concept related to the organi-
zation of Web content. All topics are presented in a
manner ideal for newcomers to the area, with clear
definitions, examples, and visuals that illustrate the
principles under discussion. The first chapter pro-
vides a brief introduction to developments in infor-
mation technology, including an historical overview
of information services, users’ needs, and libraries’ re-
sponses to the Internet. Chapter two introduces
metadata, including core concepts and metadata for-
mats. Throughout this chapter the author presents a
number of figures that aptly illustrate the application
of metadata in HTML, SGML, and MARC record
environments, and the use of metadata tools (e.g.,
XML, RDF).

Chapter three begins with an overview of classifi-
cation theory and specific schemes, but the author
devotes most of the discussion to the application of
classification systems in the Web environment (e.g.,
Dewey, LCC, UDC). Web screen captures illustrate
the use of these schemes for information sources
posted to sites around the world. The chapter closes
with a discussion of the future of classification; this is
a particularly useful section as the author presents a
listing of core journal and conference venues where
new approaches to Web classification are explored. In
chapter four, the author extends the discussion of
classification to the use of controlled vocabularies. As
in the first few chapters, the author first presents core
background material, including reasons to use con-
trolled vocabularies and the differences between pre-
and post-coordinate indexing, and then discusses the
application of specific vocabularies in the Web envi-
ronment (e.g., Infomine’s use of LCSH). The final
section of the chapter explores failure in subject
searching and the limitations of controlled vocabular-
ies for the Web.

Chapter five discusses one of the most common
and fast-growing topics related to subject access on the
Web: search engines. The author presents a clear defi-
nition of the term that encompasses classified search
lists (e.g., Yahoo) and query-based engines (e.g., Alta
Vista). In addition to historical background on the de-
velopment of search engines, Schwartz also examines
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search service types, features, results, and system per-
formance. The chapter concludes with an appendix of
search tips that even seasoned searchers will appreci-
ate; these tips cover the complete search process, from
preparation to the examination of results.

Chapter six is appropriately entitled “Around the
Corner,” as it provides the reader with a glimpse of
the future of subject access for the Web. Text mining,
visualization, machine-aided indexing, and other top-
ics are raised here to whet the reader’s appetite for
what is yet to come. As the author herself notes in
these final pages, librarians will likely increase the
depth of their collaboration with software engineers,
knowledge managers and others outside of the tradi-
tional library community, and thereby push the
boundaries of subject access for the digital world.
This final chapter leaves this reviewer wanting a sec-
ond volume of the book, one that might explore
these additional topics, as they evolve over the com-
ing years.

One characteristic of any book that addresses
trends related to the Internet is how quickly the text
becomes dated. However, as the author herself as-
serts, there are core principles related to subject
analysis that stand the test of time, leaving the reader
with a text that may be generalized well beyond the
publication date. In this, Schwartz’s text is similar to
other recent publications (e.g., Jakob Nielsen’s Web
Usability, also published in 2001) that acknowledge
the mutability of the Web, and therefore discuss core
principles and issues that may be applied as the me-
dium itself evolves. This approach to the writing
makes this a useful book for those teaching in the ar-
eas of subject analysis, information retrieval and Web
development for possible consideration as a course

text. Although the websites used here may need to be
supplemented with more current examples in the
classroom, the core content of the book will be rele-
vant for many years to come.

Although one might expect that any book taking
subject access as its focus would, itself, be easy to
navigate, this is not always the case. In this text, how-
ever, readers will be pleased to find that no small de-
tail in content access has been spared. The subject in-
dex is thorough and well-crafted, and the inclusion of
an exhaustive author index is particularly useful for
quick reference. In addition, the table of contents in-
cludes sub-themes for each chapter, and a complete
table of figures is provided. While the use of colour
figures would greatly enhance the text, all black-and-
white images are clear and sharp, a notable fact given
that most of the figures are screen captures of web-
sites or database entries. In addition, the inclusion of
comprehensive reference lists at the close of each
chapter makes this a highly readable text for students
and instructors alike; each section of the book can
stand as its own “expert review” of the topic at hand.
In both content and structure this text is highly rec-
ommended. It certainly meets its intended goal of
providing a timely introduction to the methods and
problems of subject access in the Web environment,
and does so in a way that is readable, interesting and
engaging.

Lisa M. Given
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