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Schmitz-Esser, W: Thesauri faciug new challenges.
Int. Classif. 17 (1990) No. 3/4, p. 129-132,

The chairman of the Thesaurus Software Seminar held on
August 14, 1990 in Darmstadt, introduces into the topic by
asking the following 10 questions and by providing his answers
to them: 1) What is new in the view? 2) What s the real point of
attraction? 3) Cannot Information Retrieval (IR) profit from
machine-processing of language? 4) Can we do better now?
S) How can we do better? 6) When does fully automatic IR
arrive? 7) Thesauri for machine-aided IR — how do we get
there? 8) Which is the right way, which is the model, what to
standardize? 9) Can IR people do it alone? 10) Are there ad-
vanced information services with a truly human interfaceg

: I.C.)

Fugmann, R.: An interactive classaurus on the PC.
Int. Classif, 17 (1990) No. 3/4, p. 133 -137, 6 refs.

Both classification systems and thesauri have their specific
strengths and weaknesses. Through properly combining both
approaches one can eliminate the latter and largely preserve the
strengths. “Classauri” which originate in this well-known way
are most effective if they are constructed and applied during
computer-aided indexing, A special variety of classaurus is de-
scribed which is characterized by the emﬁ)loymcnt of simple but
highly effective conceptual and technical devices and by the re-
nunciation of attempts to generate the wording ofindex entries
algorithmically.

(Author)

Ritzler, C.: Comparative study of PCI—supported thesaurus soft-
ware. Int, Classif. 17 (1990) No.3/4, p. 138 - 147, 1 ref.

This article presents the results of a comparative study of three
PC supported software packages (INDEX, PROTERM and
TMS) for development, construction and management of
thesauriand otherwordmaterial withspecial regardtohardware
and software requirements, handling and user interface, and
functionality and reliability. Advantages and disadvantages are
discussed. The result shows that all three software products
comply with the minimum standards of a thesaurus software.
After inclusion of additional features distinct differences be-
come visible.

(Author)

This contents page may be reproduced without charge

Vol.17(1990)N.3/4

Ganzmann, J.: Criteriafor the evaluation of thesaurussoftware.
Int. Classif. 17 (1990) No. 3/4, p. 148 — 157,23 refs., 1 App.

The growing number of thesaurus programs, especially for mi-
crocomputers, calls for criteria which facilitate the decision on
the appropriate tools for thesaurus construction, application
and maintenance. Following a brief outline of the deterininants
of the criteria, i.e. the changingenvironmentand the routines of
thesaurus management and application, criteria arediscussedin
detail. Only the most important requirements relating to central
functions of thesaurus work are touched upon, further criteria
being included in a check-list attached. Applying the criteria to
existing thesaurus software in a final short assessment, the
author concludes that some programs reveal substantial short-
comings.

(Author)

Rada, R.: Maintaining thesauri and metathesauri.
Int. Classif. 17(1990) No. 3/4, p. 158 —164, 30 refs.

Maintaining a thesaurus is a time-consuming task which should
go hand-in-hand with the indexing of information and should be
supported by software. To connect different document data-
bases their respective thesauri should be related. The most
straightforward way to support this by computer is to map the
terms of one thesaurus to those of another. Such a mapping
creates one kind of metathesaurus. As citation systems are ex-
tended to include full-text online, a new thesaurus may be used
to index individual paragraphs of a document, and a meta-
thesaurus may apply to a universe of paragraphs. To illustrate
these principles several computer systems are described which
help people maintain thesauri and metathesauri. Particular
success has been had by the National Library of Medicine with
its Medical Subject Headings and its Unified Medical Language

System.
(Author)

Einem Teil der Ausgabe liegt eine Werbung des INDEKS
Verlags bei.
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Scope

The more scientific data arc generated in the impetuous present
times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended to control
thesedata inaretrievable fashion. With the abundanceof knowl-
edge now available the questions of new solutions to the order-
ing problem and thus of improved classification systems,
methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen significance.
For many years now they have been in the locus of interest of in-
formation scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classification
was published in piecemeal fiashion, scattered over the numer-
oushlechnical journals serving the experts of the various fields,
such as

philosophy and science of science

science policy and science organisation
mathematics, statistics, and computer science
library and information science

archivistics and museology

journalism and communication scicnce
industrial products and commodity science
terminology. lexicography and linguistics

Beginning 1974, INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
has bcen serving as a common platform for the discussion of
both thcoretical background questions and practical applica-
tion problems in many areas ol concern. In each issue experts
Irom many countries comment on questions of an adequate
structuring and construction of ordering systems and on the
problems of their use in opening the information contents of
new literature, of data collections and surveys, of tabular works
and of other objects of scientilic interest.

Their contributions have been concerned with

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory, science theoreltical bases of classilication, data analy-
sis and reduction)

(2) describing praclical operations connected with numerical
taxonomy/classification, as well as applications of classifica-
tion systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and
methodology

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classifica-
tion )

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminology in
general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION ismeant tobe
a programme [or the improvement of classification methods
and processes, a forum for discussion for all those interested in
the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field
scale, using concept analytical and/or concept-synthetical ap-
proaches as well as numerical procedures and comprising also
the intellectual and automatic compilation and use of classifica-
tion systems and thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special
altention being given (o the problems of terminology.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION publishes original
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications,
the Newsletters of FID/CR (Committee on Classification Re-
search of the International Federation for Documentation),
and COCTA (Committee on Conceptual and Terminological
Analysis), book reviews, letters to the editor, and an extensive
annotated bibliography ol recent classification and indexing lit-
erature, covering between 400 and 500 items in each issue.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION should therefore be
available al every university and research library of every
country. ateveryinformation center, at collcges and schools ofli-
braryand information science, in the hands of everybody inter-
ested in the {ields mentioned above and thus also at every office
for updating information on any topic related to the problemsol
orderinourinformation-flooded times.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION was founded in
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting
board of editors representing the world’s regions, the special
classification fields and the subject areas involved. From
1974-1980 1C was published by K.G.Saur Verlag, Miinchen.
Back issues of 1978-1985 are available from INDEKS Verlag,
100. (The 9 volumes of 1978-1986 are offered now at the highly re-
duced price of DM 300.-.)

As of August 1989, INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
has become the oflicial organ of the INTERNATIONAL
SOCIETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANISATION (ISKO)
(founded on July 22, 1989) and isincluded forevery ISKO-mem-
ber, personal or institutional, in the membership fee ($25/$50).

Rates: From 1990 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes) DM
94.00 + postage (=DM 6.00). For air mail delivery add DM
4.00 perissue. Membership rates see above.

INDEKS Verlag, Woogstr. 36a, D-6000 Frankfurt 50.

Instructions for Authors

Manuscripts may be submitted in either English, German or
French to the editor-in-chiel in two sets (the original and one
copy) typed in double space, comprising between 1500 to 3000
words. They should be accompanied by an English indicative ab-
stract of 100-200 words. The contributions are refereed.
Criteria for acceptance will be appropriateness to the lield of the
journal (see Scope and Aims), taking into account the tnerit of
thecontentandits presentation. Papersareaccepted with theun-
derstandingthat they have not been published, submitted or ac-
cepted(orpublicationelsewhere and that,if the work received of-
ficial .sponsorship, it has been duly released for publication.
Authors will usually be notified within 6 to 10 weeks. Unless
specifically requested, manyscripts orillustrations will not be re-
turned.

The text of the contributions should be structured by subhead-
ings; it should contain (a) an introduction, stating the purpose,
(b) adescription of materials and methods insufficient detail, (c)*
information on results or systems developed, and (d) a conclu-
sion on and/or summarization.

References should be listed at the end of the paper with the num-
bers in brackets referring to such numbers in brackets within the
text part.

Additional notes should be indicated in the text by lifted single
numbers (e.g. text) and equally collected with their texts at the
end of the paper under the headingNotes.

Journal References should contain the names and initials of all
authors, (ull title of the publication, abbreviation of the journal
according to the ISO Standard 4, volume number, year of pub-
lication in brackets, issue number and first and last page num-
bers. Monograph References should give the name(s) of the
author(s), full title, edition, place of publication, publisher, year
and the number of pages.

Examples: Mater, E.: Human intelligence as a precondition for
the machine processing of  knowledge. Int.Clas-
sif.15(1988)No.3, p.125-132

Hunter, E.J.: Classification made simple. Aldershot, GB:
Gower 1988. 115p.

Hlustrations should be restricted to the necessary minimum.
Graphs and diagrams should be supplied as black and white
drawings suitable to reproduction. Half-tone illustrations
should be sharp, well-contrasted glossy prints. Illustrations
should be numbered lightly with a soft pencil on the back. Num-
bered legends should be attached on a separate sheelt.

Tables should be typed double-spaced on a separate sheet, con-
tain 4 number and a title at the top and be cited in the text, Each
columnshould have a heading.

Authors shall receive 25 reprints of their papers free of charge.
Additional reprintsmay be ordered.

Corrections in galley prool exceeding 10% of the typesetting
costs will be charged to the author.

Contributions on micro flexible discs are welcome if deliveredin
the ASCII code. Such contributions must be accompanied by
their printouts on paper. .
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