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Christian Rauh and Michael Zürn
The Politicization of the European Union as an Opportunity

Not the least during the Euro crisis, the European Union has become subject to open pub-
lic contestation. This politicization creates opposition to European institutions and their
policies, but it also raises public awareness about the relevance and the potential of polit-
ical decision-making beyond the nation state. Europe thus faces a critical juncture: On the
one hand, the traditionally technocratic path of European integration seems hardly promis-
ing anymore. On the other hand, public politicization creates the necessary conditions to
set European integration on a more democratic path. The long term effects of the politi-
cization will depend on whether supranational and national political elites are able and
willing to offer institutional channels for societal debates on European integration.

Oliver Höing
Neither Stability nor Transfer Union: The European Stability Mechanism in a
Reformed Monetary Union

The creation of the European Stability Mechanism and the Fiscal Compact in 2012 was
intended to stabilise the Euro zone permanently. In the public debate, both institutions rep-
resent different concepts of the Economic and Monetary Union: On one hand, a rule-based
stability union and on the other a transfer union based on solidarity. Both concepts consti-
tute a field of tension. This article intends to demonstrate that the European Stability
Mechanism – despite its immense financial contributions – will not stabilise the Euro zone
in the long run. It lends itself to neither of the two described concepts and should better be
understood as a European Monetary Fund which solely borrows money to states that are in
principle solvent.

Ludwig Gramlich and Claudia Conen
Investor-State Dispute Settlement – Search for New Solutions

Disputes between a foreign investor and a host country arising out of governmental meas-
ures regarding foreign investments have been resolved by intergovernmental arbitration
for several decades. Triggered by TTIP, investor-state dispute settlement is under social
and particularly under international political scrutiny. Currently, new issues are being dis-
cussed with regard to institutional aspects reflecting long-, medium- and short-term meas-
ures. Procedural alternatives, such as mediation procedures, need to be involved in the dis-
cussion. However, new solutions have to be supported by as many intergovernmental ac-
tors as possible. Nevertheless, the solution cannot conflict with minimum standards of fair
and impartial process.
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Elmar Brok
2016 – a Fateful Year for the EU?

Given the number of challenges the EU faces today the fundamentals of European integra-
tion are in danger for the first time in EU history. But let us be clear: the EU is not the
problem but the solution to the given problems! Europe is at cross-roads today and more
Europe is needed, especially with regard to four megatrends: the changing world order,
current and future migration flows, digital economy, and energy supplies. However, Eur-
ope also faces challenges from inside and self-made problems are main obstacles to fu-
ture-oriented policies: member states have to accept that national solutions to face existing
and upcoming challenges are not efficient. Therefore, politicians in the EU member states
should work on long-term solutions on the EU level instead of window dressing on the
national level. The potential of the Lisbon Treaty has to be fully used for effective EU pol-
icy-making and equally important: greater participation of the European citizens is impera-
tive.
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Soziale Dienste  
europäisch betrachten

Der Einfluss des europäischen Rechts auf die 
nationale Sozialpolitik ist in den vergangenen 
Jahren erheblich gewachsen. Von besonderer 
Bedeutung ist dabei der Einfluss des euro- 
päischen Wettbewerbs- und Vergaberechts  
auf die Gesundheits- und Sozialpolitik in 
Deutschland. Dies betrifft die Sozialwirtschaft 
in besonderer Weise. Gleichzeitig wächst  
die Bedeutung des Sozialen im Gemeinschafts-
recht, beispielsweise durch die Charta der Grund-
rechte der EU. Vor diesem Hintergrund stellt sich 
die Frage nach dem wechselseitigen Einfluss der 

Rechtsbereiche und den materiellen und formel-
len Gestaltungsmöglichkeiten der Sozialpolitik 
in Deutschland ebenso wie nach dem Verhältnis 
von Solidarität und Subsidiarität.

Das Werk beinhaltet aktuelle Beiträge einer 
wissenschaftlichen Tagung sowie weiter- 
gehende Artikel zu Hintergründen, einzelnen 
Themenbereichen und rechtlichen und poli-
tischen Konsequenzen. Die Autoren sind  
namhafte Experten aus Rechtswissenschaft,  
Politikwissenschaft und Praxis.
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Welche Voraussetzungen sind nötig, damit  
die Europäische Union in Energiefragen außen-
politisch handlungsfähig sein kann? Die Au-
torin verknüpft politikwissenschaftliche  
Theorie mit politischer Praxis und leistet mit 
pragmatischen Empfehlungen einen wichtigen 
Beitrag zur Entwicklung einer erfolgreichen 
EU-Energie-außenpolitik.

Die Beiträge des Sammelbands untersuchen 
das gegenwärtig breit diskutierte Konzept  
innovativer öffentlicher Verwaltung und fragen 
nach der Rolle der Zivilgesellschaft in aktuellen 
Reformprozessen. Dabei führen sie die Pers-
pektiven von Input- und Output-Legitimität 
zusammen.
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