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Litoukhin, J.: Toward an integrated thesaurus of the social 
sciences. 
In: Intern. Classificat. 7 (1980) No. 2, p. 56-59 
Introductory remarks concerning papers and deliberations of a 
meeting of the Unesco Divison for the International Develop­
ment of the Social Sciences, Paris, June 9-11, 1980, intended 
to pave the way to\vard an Integrated Thesaurus of the So­
cial Sciences. Developmental steps toward clarification of S8 
terminology had been undertaken at Unesco already in 1952. 
Ever since then dictionary projects and attempts at concept 
identification have been undertaken, but the non-existence 
of an overall classification system of the S8 identifying its scope 
and interrelationships has hampered the terminology work con� 
siderably. Proposals for valid methods were sought therefore 
in order that within 1981-1983 a macro thesaurus/classification 
system for the SS could be worked out possibly based on an In­
tegration of existing thesauri and classification systems in these 
fields. I.e. 

Meyriat, J.: Social science infonnation languages: a compar­
ative analysis. 
In: Intern. Classificat. 7 (1980) No.2, p. 60-65 
Preliminary report of an analysis Of some 60 existing informa� 
tion languages of the - social sciences, especially with respect to 
the distribution of these languages within the social sciences. 
Purpose and empirical method used are discussed. For each of 
41 subject fields t�e number of tenus in significant information 
languages are given. Suggestions for further investigations and for 
the preparation of a General Indexing Language in the social 
sciences are made. Annex A lists the fields in English and French, 
Annex B the 60 information languages included in the analysis. 

I.C. 

Dahlberg, L: The Broad System of Ordering (BSO) a s a  basis for 
an integrated social sciences thesaurus? 
In: Intern. Classificat. 7 (1980) No.2, p. 66-72 
Investigation into the possibility to use the relevant parts of the 
Broad System of Ordering (B80) to construct on its basis an 
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integrated thesaurus of the social sciences (8S) comprising all 
existing thesauri and classification systems in this area. The S8 
coverage of the BSO was found to be reJiiively sma11 compared 
with the corresponding classes of the Dewey Decimal Classifica­
tion, the Bliss Classification and the Unesco Thesaurus. The BSO 
falls short also in its structural features as exemplified by its 
method of class formation and concept arrangement with its 
reversingru Ie for cita tion order. The BSO not having been design­
ed for the purpose of integrating other systems, it cannot be 
blamed for its non-suitability for such an application purpose. 
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used in the indexing procedure. The syntax of an indexing lan­
guage can contribute much to its expressiveness and, hence, to 
the accuracy of the search. A sequential file, indexed in a highly 
syntactical language, can be searched with a particularly high 
accuracy. This is in part due to the inherently high reliability of 
indexing in such a language. The interactive, dialogue search, 
however, is almost exclusively based on the vocabulary. This is 
due to the inverted file organization of the interactive systems, 
from which syntactical relations are largely omitted. Thus, the 
most effective, highly syntactical languages are precisely those 
which are least suited for the dialogue. Documents which are 
indexed in such a language should be translated into another, 
marc primitive language better suited for the interactive search. 
Here, part of the syntax is preserved through the introduction of 
composite vocabulary terms which are mechanically generated. 
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2. vbll(g neu bearbeitete Auflage 

Klaus Laisiepen 
Ernst Lutterbeck 

Karl-Heinrich Meyer-Uhlenried 

Grundlagen der praktischen 
Information und Dokumentation 

The 1st edition of this work -now 
known in the trade as"LaiLuMU"­
was popular from the start, and in 
the meantime has earned the reputa­
tion of a standard work in the field 
of Information and Documentation, 
not only in German-speaking coun­
tries. but abroad as well. Nevertheless, 
large sections of the book required 
revision, particularly following in­
auguration of the new Information 
and Documentation program in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 
The book treats the following sub· 
jects: nature of Information and 
Documentation - terminology -
the documentation process - found­
ations of library and archive work -
acquisition and evaluation of docu­
ments - subject indexing -classifi­
cation -theory and practice of the-

saurus construction and use - manual 
punched card systems - automatic 
systems - reprography - organiza­
tion - costs - Information and 
Documentation facilities - Informa­
tion and Documentation in patent 
work - legal questions - standards 
-linguistic foundations. 
The work concludes with a com­
prehensive bibliography and subject 
index. 
LaiLuMU serves two basic purposes: 
a detailed textbook for students, 
and a reliable reference work for 
practicing professionals. In addition, 
however, the new edition, like the 
previous one, affords the opportuni­
ty to carry out an independent, self­
paced program of continuing educa­
tion in this important field. 
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