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Kasten, Joseph. Thoughts on the Relationship of Knowl-
edge Organization to Knowledge Management. Knowl-
edge Organization, 34(1), 9-15. 11 references.

ABSTRACT: As the literature in both knowledge organi-
zation and knowledge management continues to flourish
and address issues common to both fields, it becomes
more difficult to delineate the boundaries of each disci-
pline. By exploring the relationship between them, as well
as the knowledge environment within which a knowledge
management system must operate, it is clear that much of
the functionality subsumed under the heading of knowl-
edge management requires a strong knowledge organiza-
tion foundation to support it. By understanding the differ-
ences between these two disciplines, as well as the areas of
inquiry within knowledge organization that are essential to
the successful implementation of knowledge management
systems, a wide field of fruitful research directions be-
comes apparent for both knowledge organization and
knowledge management researchers.

Articles

Munk, Timme Bisgaard Munk and Merk, Kristian. Folk-
sonomy, The Power Law & the Significance of the Least
Effort. Knowledge Organization, 34(1), 16-33. 41 refer-
ences.

ABSTRACT: The essence of folksonomies is user-created
descriptive metadata as opposed to the traditional sender-
determined descriptive metadata in taxonomies and faceted
classification. We briefly introduce the beginning and prin-
ciples of folksonomy and discuss the categorizing concept
of folksonomies on the basis of the computer program
del.icio.us. The selection of the metadata tagged is not
accidental, rather tagging follows a pattern that proves to
be the pattern for the classic power law, which, in many
complex systems is seen to unfold as an imitation-dynamic
that creates an asymmetry, where a few descriptive
metadata are often reproduced and the majority seldom
reproduced. In delicio.us, it is the very broad and basic
subject headings that are often reproduced and achieve

power in the system-which in cognitive psychology is
called cognitive basic categories—while the small, more
specific subject headings are seldom reproduced. The law
of power's underlying imitation-dynamic in del.icio.us is
explained from the perspective of different theoretical
paradigms, i.e. network, economy and cognition. The
theorectical and speculative conclusion is that the law of
power and asymmetry is biased by a cognitive economizing
through a simplification principle in the users construction
of descriptive metadata. Free tagging in folksonomies is
comparable to empirical experiments in free categoriza-
tion. Users often choose broad basic categories, because
that requires the least cognitive effort. The consequences
are that folksonomy is not necessarily a better, more
realistic and cheaper method of creating metadata than that
which can be generated through taxonomies, faceted
classification or search algorithms. Folksonomy as a self-
organizing system likely cannot create better and cheaper
descriptive metadata.

M. P Satija. Book Numbers in India with Special Refer-
ence to the Author Table for Indian Names Designed
and Used by the National Library of India. Knowledge
Organization, 34(1), 34-40. 7 references.

ABSTRACT: A book number takes shelf arrangement of
documents to a point where classification per se cannot.
Class number alone is not able to uniquely indivdiualise a
document on the library shelves. The function of a book
number starts from where that of the class number ends.
An author number also brings together all the books by
one author in one specific subject. A chronological book
number will clearly portray the development of a subject
over a given period. Book numbers are indispensable for a
shelflist. The National Library (NL) of India at Kolkata
has a collection of about 3 million documents. For organiz-
ing its contents it uses the DDC and the shelf arrangement
is by Cutter’s three figure author table. For Indian names
it uses its home-made author table described here. Though
the National Library table is designed especially for Indian
names across all religions and regional cultures, yet its use
outside the National Library has not been reported mostly
due lack of marketing. Since 1961 the Indian cultural
names have undergone many changes. The need is to revise
and update the table to reflect the current culture and new
authors across India.
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D’Ambrosio, Donna M. Conceptualizing Metadata via
Repertory Grids: Exploring a Method for the Develop-
ment of Domain-specific Systems for Knowledge
Organization. Knowledge Organization, 34(1), 41-57. 28
references.

ABSTRACT: This investigation was undertaken to explore
the prospect of using the repertory grid structured inter-
view technique as a tool for creating metadata. The follow-
ing question is considered: Could Repertory Grid tech-
nique be used as a tool in the creation of metadata? It is
postulated that repertory grid technique may be used as a
tool for creating metadata labels, or tags, where the labels
or tags describe entities, which may be images, documents
or expressions. Repertory grid technique can provide a
method for examining the detail about an individual’s men-
tal models, or personal construct systems of lifeworld enti-
ties, which may include images, documents or expressions.
The question were considered by looking at the results of
an earlier study, which explored the personal constructs of
systems analysts using the repertory grid technique to ex-
amine the mental conceptualizations that determine the

extent of difference in conceptualization. Categorical core
areas of expressions used during software requirements de-
velopment emerge through classification of the conceptu-
alizations of expressions elicited via the repertory grid in-
terviews. Repertory grid also reveals, through cluster
analysis, the subtle difference in the way each participant
conceptually related one expression to another expression.
The differences in conceptual relationship of expressions
or concepts could represent insight about how people view
entities of a lifeworld. In a situation where metadata are
used to label entities of a lifeworld for organization and re-
trieval of information, the differences in conceptual rela-
tionships might influence the metadata created and how
they are used in the lifeworld for the organization and re-
trieval of information.
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will also be accepted via post provided that submissions are ac-
companied by a 3.5” diskette encoded in Word, WordPerfect, or
RTF format.

A separate title page should include the article title and the au-
thor’s name, postal address, and E-mail address, if available. Only
the title of the article should appear on the first page of the text.
To protect anonymity, the author’s name should not appear on the
manuscript, and all references in the body of the text and in foot-
notes that might identify the author to the reviewer should be re-
moved and cited on a separate page. Articles that do not conform
to these specifications will be returned to authors.

Criteria for acceptance will be appropriateness to the field of
the journal (see Scope and Aims), taking into account the merit of
the contents and presentation. The manuscript should be concise
and should conform as much as possible to professional standards
of English usage and grammar. Manuscripts are received with the
understanding that they have not been previously published, are
not being submitted for publication elsewhere, and that if the
work received official sponsorship, it has been duly released for
publication. Submissions are refereed, and authors will usually be
notified within 6 to 10 weeks. Unless specifically requested,
manuscripts and illustrations will not be returned.

The text should be structured by numbered subheadings. It
should contain an Introduction, giving an overview and stating the
purpose, a main body, describing in sufficient detail the materials
or methods used and the results or systems developed, and a con-
clusion or summary.

Reference citations within the text should have the following
form: (author year). For example, (Jones 1990). Specific page
numbers are optional, but preferred when applicable, e.g. (Jones
1990, 100). A citation with two authors would read (Jones &
Smith, 1990); three or more authors would be: (Jones et al., 1990).
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to Jones (1990), ...
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Scope

The more scientific data is generated in the impetuous
present times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended
to control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abun-
dance of knowledge now available the questions of new solu-
tions to the ordering problem and thus of improved classifica-
tion systems, methods and procedures have acquired unfore-
seen significance. For many years now they have been the fo-
cus of interest of information scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various
fields such as:

philosophy and science of science

science policy and science organization
mathematics, statistics and computer science
library and information science

archivistics and museology

journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodity science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning in 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has
been serving as a common platform for the discussion of both
theoretical background questions and practical application
problems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from
many countries comment on questions of an adequate struc-
turing and construction of ordering systems and on the prob-
lems of their use in opening the information contents of new
literature, of data collections and survey, of tabular works and
of other objects of scientific interest. Their contributions have
been concerned with

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data
analysis and reduction)

(2) describing practical operations connected with index-
ing/classification, as well as applications of classification
systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and
methodology

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classi-
fication

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminol-
ogy in general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is a forum for
all those interested in the organization of knowledge on a uni-
versal or a domain-specific scale, using concept-analytical or
concept-synthetical approaches, as well as quantitative and
qualitative methodologies. KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA-
TION also addresses the intellectual and automatic compila-
tion and use of classification systems and thesauri in all fields
of knowledge, with special attention being given to the prob-
lems of terminology.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications,
as well as book reviews, letters to the editor, and an extensive
annotated bibliography of recent classification and indexing
literature.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody in-
terested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every
office for updating information on any topic related to the
problems of order in our information-flooded times.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting
board of editors representing the world’s regions, the special
classification fields, and the subject areas involved. From
1974-1980 it was published by K.G. Saur Verlag, Miinchen.
Back issues of 1978-1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag,
too.

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCI-
ETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO)
and is included for every ISKO-member, personal or institu-
tional in the membership fee (US $ 55/US $ 110).

Rates: From 2006 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes)
€ 115,00 (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see
above.

ERGON-Verlag, Grombiihlstr. 7, GER-97080 Wiirzburg;
Phone: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872; E-mail:
service@ergon-verlag.de; http://www.ergon-verlag.de

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Refera-
tivnyi Zburnal Informatika and in the following online databases:
Information Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information
Science Abstracts (LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL, Sociologi-
cal Abstracts, and Web Science & Social Sciences Citation Index.
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