

https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

EAST MEETS WEST
East Asia and its Periphery from 200 BCE to 1600 CE

Further Information and Publications

www.arc-humanities.org/our-series/arc/emw/



https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

POETRY OF LOSS AND
THE EARLY MEDIEVAL
CHINESE COURT OF
THE WARLORD CAO CAO
(155-220)

by
HSIANG-LIN SHIH

A@ANITIES PRESS



https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

© 2024, Arc Humanities Press, Leeds

@@@@ This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
T NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Licence.

The authors assert their moral right to be identified as the authors of their part of this work.

Permission to use brief excerpts from this work in scholarly and educational works is hereby
granted provided that the source is acknowledged. Any use of material in this work that is
an exception or limitation covered by Article 5 of the European Union’s Copyright Directive
(2001/29/EC) or would be determined to be “fair use” under Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Act
September 2010 Page 2 or that satisfies the conditions specified in Section 108 of the U.S. Copy-
right Act (17 USC §108, as revised by P.L. 94-553) does not require the Publisher’s permission.

ISBN (Hardback): 9781802701777
ISBN (Paperback): 9781802702903
e-ISBN (PDF): 9781802702767

www.arc-humanities.org
Printed and bound in the UK (by CPI Group [UK] Ltd), USA (by Bookmasters),
and elsewhere using print-on-demand technology.



https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

CONTENTS

AcKnowledgements. ........oouiii e vii
INErOdUCHION ...eee 1
Chapter 1. Aging with Fellow Mortals ... 11
Chapter 2. Surviving in Her Voice............coooiiiiiiiiiii i 31
Chapter 3. Soul-Summoning and a Brilliant Summer........................... 53
Chapter 4. Conversing in Lingua Mortua ...................ccoiiiiiiiiiiiannn.. 73
Chapter 5. Emulating Cao Cao in a World Undone....................coooeaet. 97
Epilogue. ... 129
Bibliography ..o 131



https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

AS MY FRIEND ]Jennifer J. M. Liu observes, this book is like a negative film
of my dissertation. While my dissertation focuses on the convivial gatherings
of the Cao court writers, this book acknowledges their poems that meditate
on such themes as aging, widowhood, epidemic, frustration, and parental
loss. Weighty as these themes are, most of their poetic compositions took
place in a community. Sorrow and community were not only interrelated,
but also negotiated between.

On this tortuous journey, I deeply appreciate Professor David R. Knech-
tges’ unflagging support. My journey through the sorrowful realm is surely
not comparable with Dante’s Inferno, but Professor Knechtges is certainly
my Virgil, who has guided me in and out of the early medieval Chinese world
with his erudition and kindness. I also want to express my deep apprecia-
tion to the late Professor C. H. Wang. Whenever a sense of frustration over-
whelms me, it is his abiding faith in poetry and humanity that gives me the
strength to move forward.

I greatly miss my time at the University of Washington, and it is my enor-
mous fortune to stay in contact with my former classmates Nicholas Morrow
Williams, Yingying Sun, and Jennifer J. M. Liu. This research of mine would
have been impossible without the convivial gatherings and exchanges of
thoughts with them. I am also much indebted to Professor Robert Joe Cut-
ter, Professor Meow Hui Goh, the anonymous peer reviewer, and the ARC
Humanities Press editors Anna Henderson, Connie Skibinski, Tania Colwell],
and Laura Macy for their advice and suggestions. Their feedback on my
presentations of the first three chapters and on my final manuscript was
of invaluable help in improving the arguments and writing. Of course, all
errors are solely my own responsibility.

At my home institution St. Olaf College, my sincere gratitude goes to
Melissa Flynn Hager, who recently retired from the grant office. As my col-
leagues would agree, there could not have been a better starting point than
drafting a research proposal with her. My research would not have come
to fruition, moreover, without the generous financial support from the col-
lege: a sabbatical and a professional development grant. To the Virginia Ann
Dekker Groot Endowment, which funds the professional development grant
and makes Open Access publication possible for this book, I would like to



https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

viii

| ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

convey my profound gratitude. I am also grateful to St. Olaf Professor Chris-
tina M. Spiker and Carleton Professor Lei Yang. While the COVID pandemic
tore us apart, [ was able to maintain a sense of community and normality by
meeting online with them respectively and exchanging our writing projects
regularly.

Finally, I would like to thank my enthusiastic audience back home: my
parents, who have been my best listeners; my husband Tung-Yi Yang, who
has engaged in stimulating conversation with me since our undergraduate
years at Dong Hwa; as well as my third-grader Leo and second-grader Dan-
iel, who have been curious not only about my writing progress but also its
relationship with our beloved Earthsea stories. For all the joy and sorrow we
have shared, let me express my deep sense of gratitude.



https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

	Preface
	Contents
	Acknowledgements


