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ANNOTATIO
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- Shirley V. Scott: International Law
in World Politics: An Introduction,
Boulder, Colo. (Lynne Rienner
Publishers) 2004.

International Law in World Politics ful-
fills three separate functions. First, it is
an introduction to the mode of opera-
tion of international law. The author
takes a close look at the key actors and
explains the domestic impact of inter-
national rules and treaties. A detailed

consideration of existing systems in
which states and international organi-
sations coexist as internationally recog-
nized entities supports the understand-
ing of the core concept and the
structures of international law.

Following these introductory considera-
tions, the book examines the extent to
which international law - as previously
explicated — and international politics
cooperate and the extent to which they
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are in a state of friction. Scott illustrates
this relationship using a major inter-
national event.

She considers the discussion on the le-
gality of the bombing of Yugoslavia
during the Kosovo crisis in order to
illustrate the impotence of international
law when states or international or-
ganisations such as NATO see the legal
framework — and the UN Charter — as
unable to protect against atrocities such
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