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Sabina Ferhadbegovié/Brigitte Weiffen

Experience, Portrayal, Coming to Terms: A Cultural Studies Perspective on
Civil War

ZeFKo Vol. 1 (2012), No. 2, pp. 187-218

Until the present there has not been much research on civil wars from the perspective
of the humanities and cultural studies. In this essay we argue that the strength of
such a perspective lies in its capacity to grasp the multilayered processes and con-
ditions between inner-societal war and peace. A synopsis of insights from the va-
rious disciplines that make up the humanities and social sciences can increase our
understanding of how forms of social cohesion collapse and reconstitute themselves
in periods of civil war, the role played by the mass media and arts before, during,
and after a violent conflict in producing cultural and social identification and dif-
ference, and the mechanisms through which post-conflict societies attempt to over-
come trauma. The essay’s first part reviews the current state of social science re-
search on civil wars —a review suggesting the need for a cultural studies perspective,
as explained in the second part. In the final, third part, we consider the function of
narratives in the experience and representation of civil war, as well as in coming to
terms with what has taken place.

Keywords: civil war, violence, narratives, social processes, cultural studies, interdisciplinarity

Jonas Wolff

Peace in Spite of Far-Reaching Political Change: An Analysis of the Non-Es-
calation of Political Violence in Bolivia’s »Democratic Revolution«

ZeFKo Vol. 1 (2012), No. 2, pp. 219-248

Since 2006, Bolivia has seen far-reaching political change. This process has been
fiercely contested —in 2008, the conflict over a new constitution brought the country
to the brink of civil war. Yet, the level of political violence remained limited, and
so far the process of change has been largely peaceful and kept within a basically
democratic framework. Seen from the perspective of peace and conflict studies, this
is remarkable. After all, Bolivia has seen a dramatic redistribution of political power
in a context of already weak democratic institutions where the basic rules of the
political game were openly challenged. This paper sets out to explain the mainten-
ance of peace in spite of such far-reaching political change. It argues that democracy
plays an important role, but that the impact of democratic institutions on peace is
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ambivalent, and that their capacity to handle sociopolitical conflict can only be un-
derstood once we see them as embedded in, and interacting with, informal institu-
tions, the politico-economic constellation of the conflict at hand as well as the broa-
der international context.

Keywords: causes of peace, democratization, democratic civil peace, conflict resolution, Latin
America

Mark A. Drumbl
Transcending Victimhood: Child Soldiers and Restorative Justice
ZeFKo Vol. 1 (2012), No. 2, pp. 249-274

The international community strives to eradicate the scourge of child soldiering.
Mostly, though, these efforts replay the same narratives and circulate the same as-
sumptions. This chapter, which takes a second look at these efforts, aspires to refresh
law and policy so as to improve preventative, restorative, and remedial initiatives
while also vivifying the dignity of youth. As a starting point, this chapter proposes
that the dominant language used to characterise child soldiers — that of passive vic-
timhood — be revisited so as to better recognise the potentiality of child soldiers to
participate in and lead post-conflict reconstructive efforts. This chapter suggests a
variety of reforms to the content and trajectory of law and policy in light of the
complex, variegated realities of child soldiering. International lawyers and policy-
makers are predisposed to dissemble these complexities. Although understandable,
this penchant ultimately is counterproductive. Along the way, this chapter also
questions central tenets of contemporary humanitarianism, rethinks elements of in-
ternational criminal justice, and aspires to embolden the rights of the child.

Keywords: child soldiers, Straight 18 position, victims and constructions of victimhood, agency,
transitional justice, reintegration

Thorsten Gromes
The Recurrence of Civil War
ZeFKo Vol. 1 (2012), No. 2, pp. 275-305

The literature review reports the findings of about 40 quantitative studies on the
likelihood of civil war recurrence. A relapse into civil war results from certain char-
acteristics of the terminated war, the post-civil war order’s configuration, and struc-
tural properties of the affected society. A large number of casualties in the last war
and a prominent role of exporting natural resources increase the probability of a new
civil war. In contrast, a strong economy and peacekeeping forces reduce the likeli-
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hood of civil war recurrence. There are inconsistent findings on inasmuch a post-
civil war order should balance between the parties to the conflict. On one hand,
peace holds more stable after victories than after peace agreements. On the other
hand, a sub-type of peace agreements, that is peace accords with power-sharing
provisions, proves particular compatible with durable peace.

Keywords: causes of civil war, post-settlement peace-building, peace strategies, event history
analysis
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