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The basic idea underlying seminal mnemonics is 
that concepts of objects or phenomena which are 
apparently unrelated at the phenomenal level ,  may 
be seen to be related to each other at a deeper level 
of perception. Seminal mnemonics consists of as­
signing the same notational digits to such " seminal­
ly equivalent" concepts, regardless of their verbal 
denotation or class context. But the perception of 
seminal equivalence of concepts is a difficult pro­
cess, and demands a h igh degree of intuitive abil ity 
in the c1assificationist. In this paper an attempt is 
made to explain the theoretical basis of seminal 
mnemonics and to examine its use in classification. 

(Author) 

1 . Introduction 
Notation in a classification scheme is said to have mne­
monic value if a given digit represents the same concept, 
irrespective of the class con text of the concept. A fixed 
relation between the notational digits and the concepts 
they represent, regardless of the context in which the 
concepts occur, greatly assists the assignment of nota­
tional digits in formulating the class number for a docu­
ment. Since many basic concepts recur in different class 
contexts throughout a classification scheme, a fixed 
digit-concept relationship reduces the need for repeated 
enumeration , and therefore reduces the size of the clas­
sification schedules. 
The functions of mnemonics in a classification scheme 
may be stated thus: 

( 1 )  To assist the memory of the classifier  in  develop­
ing class numbers for documents. 

(2) To reduce references to classifica tion schedules 
and indexes. 

(3) To reduce the size of schedules. 

C lan Classifica-
legomena to Library Classification ,  and 0 5 
tion , as well as in a few journal articles. ( 1- ) est a 
In this pa'per an attempt  is being made to SUgg

d in the 
. . . I ics as use theoretical baSIS for sem m a  mnemon 

Colon Classification. 

2.  Seminal Mnemonics . t . n ics IS tha 
The basic idea underlying semm al mnemo . h ' re . h a WhlC a concepts of such objects or p en omen , y be 1 level rna apparently unrelated at the phenomena 

' I  f per-d er leve 0 seen to be related to each other at a eep epts . t of conc ception . Let us examine the followmg se ' fication 
that occur in different main classes of a classl 
scheme. 
Concepts of Main Classes 

Biology 
Geology 
Law 

Linguistics 
Medicine 
Political Science 

h omena 
Concepts of P en 

Morphology 
Morpholog.y 

material 
Property (I. e .  

'ons) possessl 
Morphology 
Anatomy 
Constitution logY . I Anthropo Sociology Physlca 

. different 
Although the concepts listed above occur In 

it may 
disciplines and are denoted by different terms, 

t mani-, I d' fferen be intuitively perceived that they are al I " These . . . d f " tructure . festatlons of the same b aSIC I ea 0 s . uiva-concepts are therefore said to be "semln�\IY �q 
same 

lent" . Seminal mnemonics consists of USln
,
g t : regard-

notational digit to denote seminally  eqUlvalen 
less of their main class context or terminology ·  

s of worl< S .  R. Ranganathan has de lineated three  plane 
hich the 

in claSSificatory activity : ( 1 )  The idea pla�e In
h 
w nature 

classificationist is primilarly concerned With t
I
e 

e in of the universe of knowledge ; (2) the verb al P an 
ressing 

which the primary concern is the problem of e�
p 

nota­
concepts in appropriate terminology ; a�d (3) ;e�elop­tlOnal plane wherein the main concern IS the . the 

h . use m ment of a set of symbols and rules for t elf 
classification scheme . 

. ' . the idea 
Seminal equivalences have to be identified  In nerallY 
plane ; in the verbal plane  such equivalen ces  are ge 

often 
Pts are not apparent, as seminally equivalent  conce The 

denoted b y  different terms in different contex.�s .  
ight 

classificationist has to have sufficient  intuitive inS 
cepts 

to be able to recognize seminal equivalen ce of con 
d to 

in the idea plane so that the same digit may be use 
represent them in the notational plane .  

3 .  Seminal Equivalence o f  Entities 
has not Of the few areas in which S. R .  Ranganathan . I basiS 

(4) To facilitate consistent sequence in the enumera­
tion of isolates in similar arrays. 

made his ideas adequately explicit, the theoretlca 
becallse 

of seminal mnemonics is one. This is presum�b:rfable semmal equivalence of concepts is b ased on In 's a Four kinds of mnemonics are used in the Colon Classifi­
cation. These are :  

( 1 )  Alphabetical 
(2) Scheduled 
(3) Systematic 
(4) Seminal 

. . I . alence I pnnclp es, and the perception of such equlV ted trans-intellectual process. The following is a SUgg�tlY explanation of the seminal equivalence of appare 
unrelated entities.  

. . hat everY-The ancient Hindu seers have hypotheSized t The 
These are discussed in detail in S .  R .  Ranganathan' s Pro-

h· . hange. t mg m the phenomenal w orld is subject to c a pro-
continually changing phenomenal world is seen as 

1 6  I t C 'oal mocm n ern. lassificat. 3 ( 1 97 6) No. 1 Subramanyam - SemI 
aOies 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1976-1-16 - am 13.01.2026, 13:18:51. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1976-1-16
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb


jection of an undifferentiated substratum that never 
undergoes any t ransfo rmation . This substratum, or the 
Absolute Reali ty, manifests i tself in the form of myriads 
of objects and beings constituting the phenomenal uni­
verse. The seers d iscovered that even the most elaborate 
and intensive study of the phenomenal universe could 
not reveal the nature of the underlying substratum. 
Thereafter  they d i rected their  attention inward , into the 
realm of the mind and eventUJ Ily discovered that the 
nature of thi s undifferentiated substratum is transcen­
dental ,  that it  cannot be perceived by the intel lect, and 
that It can only be e xperienced when one attains a super­
conscIous state t ranscending the limitations of the tIme­
space-causatiOl; continuum. Various methods for attain­
Ing this superconscious state have been described in the 
Hindu Scrip tures, but these are not of conce rn to us now. 
What is important is the finding that the astounding dl­
V�rsi ty of nature as perceived by man through his senses 
dl . . I f' mlI1 lshes as we go deeper into the subtle r leve s 0 

Consciousness .  U ltimately, at the superconscious leve l ,  
the mYriads of enti ties which appear to be different  and 
In dependent at the phenomenal leve l ,  merge into one 
Undifferentiated substratum.  
The above mode l is helpful in unde rstanding the  basis 
�or seminal mnemonics. The seminal level of perception 
IS One tha t  is close to the substratum of al l  existence. 
Con I I " " n a  cepts o f  phenomena such a s  "morp 10 ogy , a -
tomy", and "constitu tion" which are apparen tly un­
;;Iated ,  begin to merge toward a central concept of 

st ructure" at  the semina l  leve l .  S . R. Ranganathan 
felt that if  the classificationist has sufficien t insigh t  to 
see the equivalence of ideas at the Semina l level ,  then 
he can use the same digit to represent al l  those con­
cepts, although they are denoted by di fferent terms in  
the verbal plane ,  as in the  example discussed above . 

4. Seminal Mnemonics in Colon Classification 

S. R. Ranganathan is said to have used seminal mnemon­
ICS " . I "

. d l ing In tuit ive ly  and almost unconscious Y III eve op 
�olon ClaSSification , as explained by him in 1 937 .. 1Il the 
Irst edition of his Prolegomena to Library ClassificatIOn. 

Thi 
. " 

s device was then called "unscheduled mnemonic . 
The term seminal mnemonics was suggested by B . I .  Palmer 
and A. J. Wells  in 1 95 1 i n  their Fundamentals of Library 

Ctas if" SIJ Ication . 
The tab le below shows the mnemonic significance of 
digi ts representing seminal ly equivalent concepts in  Co­
l on ClaSSification (6). 

Digit Concepts 

1 Unity,  God, world,  firs t in evolut ion , one 

2 

3 

4 

5 

aimension, sol id state 
Two dimensions, plane ,  conics, form, struc­

ture, anatomy,  morphology , source of knowl­

edge ,  physiography ,  constitution ,  physical 

anthropology. 
Space , cubics, analysis, function , phYSiO:ogy, 

three dimensions, syntax, method, SOCia 
an thropology. 
Heat, pathology, disease, t ransport , interlink-

ing, syn thesis, hybrid , sal t .  

E d· t ' 'gal'll' c  l iquid 
' nergy , l igh t ,  ra HI lon, 0 1  , ' .  

water, emotion ,  foliage ,  woman , sex, erline,  

aesthetics, ocean, foreign land, a l ien,  extern­
al, environment ,  ecology . 

6 Dimensions, subtle, mysticism, money, finan­
ce,  abnormal, phylogeny, evolut ion,  t ime . 

7 Personality, ontogeny, integrated ,  hol ism, 
value, public fin ance . 

8 Travel ,  pilgrimage , o rganizat ion,  storing, 
managernen t, fi tness. 

The fol lowing Schedule segment from the Basic C lass 
Law serves to i l lustrate the use of seminal mnemonics 
in Colon C lassification . 

Z LAW 
Foci in [P2 ] 

1 Legal person 
1 1  By age and sex 
1 1 1  Minor 
1 J 5 Female 
1 1 5 1  Unmarried 
1 1 5 2  Married 
J 1 54 Widow 

5 Crime 
5 1  Against person 
5 1 5  Against woman 
52  Against property 
524 Trespass 
5 242 House-b reak ing 

The isolates "person" ,  "minor pe rson", and "unmarried" 
(single person) can be seen as semina l ly related to the 
idea of "uni ty", and are therefore assigned the digit ] .  
The isolates "property" and "house" , (both being "pos­
sessions of man") and "married person" (couple ), sign ify 
the notion of "duality" and a re assigned the d igi t 2 .  In  
Colon Classification the  d igi t 4 is genera l ly  employed to  
signify the notions of  movement and disease or patllo­
logy. Accordingly, in the above schedule,  the isola tes 
"widow" (social pathology') ) and " t respass" ( movemen t )  
are represented b y  the digit 4 .  Wherever possible,  the 
digit  5 has been used for notions such as "female" and 
"crime" (see table above). 

Abdul Rahman and T .  Ranganathan have studied the in­
cidence of seminal mnemonics in the various face ts in 
Colon C lassificat ion (7). The resul t s  of t h is cen sus in-
dicate that : 
a) seminal mnemonics occur in nearly 1 3  percent  of a l l  

special isolates. 
b) seminal mnemonics are non-existent  in  the Mat te r  

facet (perhaps because this facet con tains the  least 
numbe r of isolates); and 

c) the incidence of seminal mnemonics is highest ( 63 per-
cent)  in the Energy facet .  

5.  Some Advantages and Problems 
In the i r  assessmen t  of the value of seminal Illnemonics 
Abdul Rahman C1!1d T. Ranganat han have cla imed t he

' 

fol lowing advantages (8). 
I )  Seminal mnemonics aids memory . 
2 )  It discloses coherence, if not t he iden t i ty  in the d iffer­

en t fields of the un iverse of knowledge .  
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