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Preface

This reader presents contributions that help theorize comparative public
law. Its main aim is to advance the transnational field of comparative public
law by reflecting on its rationales, methods, and practices. Focusing on
comparative public law is to showcase its specificities. We do not deny the
many commonalities with private comparative law nor the general field of
comparative law tout court.

When selecting among the many possible contributions, nationality was
a key criterion. Indeed, presenting contributions from Germany is this
reader’s second aim. Comparative public law scholarship (as public inter-
national law or European public law) continues to be influenced by nation-
al traditions and contexts. Reflecting those traditions and contexts, disputed
as they are, helps building a transnational, but rooted field of comparative
public law. Such rootedness is valuable in a world that celebrates diversity
and self-determination.

The contributions come in three groups according to their main theoret-
ical thrust. Those of the first group mainly reflect rationales of compara-
tive public law, while the second are more reflective of methods and the
third theorizes specific practices. Of course, the lines between rationales,
methods and practices are rather blurred and many contributions traverse
through these categories. Therefore, the presentation under the broad cat-
egories of ‘rationales’, ‘methods’ and ‘practices’ is not meant to pigeonhole
them into sealed compartments. So the texts could be classified differently.
Indeed, academic work, including editorial work, is always a reflection
of the situatedness of the scholar, an insight best proven by reflecting on
comparative public law.
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