
Contributors 

Anghel, Remus Gabriel (MA), is a PhD student in Sociology at the University 
of Bielefeld, a member in the DFG Research Training Group "World Society -
Making and Representing the Global", and a participant in the International 
Graduate School in Sociology. His PhD thesis is a comparative study of Romani­
ans' transnational practices in Western Europe, in Nuremberg (Germany) and 
Milan (Italy). He is currently employed at the Romanian Institute for Research on 
National Minorities, Cluj Napoca, Romania. His research interests are migration, 
transnationalism, globalisation and post-socialism. 

D'Ottavio, Germana (PhD), received the PhD degree in 2006 in Social Policy 
and Local Development at the University of Teramo (Italy) with a dissertation 
titled: Women On The Bus: Domestic and Care Workers Transnational Mobility 
Strategies in the Enlarged Europe. Case Studies in Poland and Southern Italy. 
She graduated with a M.A. in Political Science from the University of Urbino 
(Italy) and her thesis in cultural anthropology dealt with the impact of fair trade 
on the living condition of artisans in Kenya. 

Faist, Thomas (Prof. PhD), is Professor of Transnational Relations and Devel­
opment Studies at the Department of Sociology, Bielefeld University (www.com­
cad-bielefeld.de). He received his PhD from The Graduate Faculty, The New 
School for Social Research. Thomas Faist was Willy-Brandt-Guest Professor at 
the University of Malmo and DAAD Visiting Professor at the University of 
Toronto. Formerly, he developed and directed the Program in International Stud­
ies in Political Management (ISPM) in Bremen. He is the deputy editor of The 
Sociological Quarterly and a member of the editorial board of the journals Eth­
nic and Racial Studies, Migration Letters and the International Journal of Indian 
Diaspora. His research focuses on international migration, citizenship, and social 
and development policies. Currently, he is involved in research projects on envir­
onmental degradation and forced migration and on transnationalisation and social 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015 - am 13.02.2026, 09:41:57. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


326 I THE MAKING oF WoRLD SociETY 

transformation. His recent book publications include Dual Citizenship in Europe: 
From Nationhood to Societal Integration (Ashgate 2007; reprint 2008), Citizen­

ship: Discourse, Theory and Transnational Prospects (with Peter Kivisto, Black­
well, 2007), and Dual Citizenship in a Globalizing World: From Unitary to Mul­
tiple Citizenship (Palgrave Macmillan 2007; reprint 2008). 

Gerharz, Eva (Dr.), is a lecturer in the Department of Sociology, University of 
Bielefeld since 2007, where she also received her doctoral degree. She studied 
sociology, political science, law and education in Bielefeld, Wiirzburg and 
Leiden (NL). She has been a member of the DFG Research Training Group 
"World Society - Making and Representing the Global". Her main fields of re­
search are development and reconstruction, globalisation, transnationalisation 
and migration. She is doing fieldwork in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh and worked 
at the Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) in Kathmandu, 
Nepal as a research associate. 

Goel, Urmila (Dr.), is a post-doctoral researcher in social and cultural anthropo­
logy based in Berlin (Germany). She conducted her research at the European 
University Viadrina in Frankfurt/Oder (Germany), at the University of New Eng­
land in Armidale (Australia) as well as at the University of Bergen (Norway). 
Currently she is Fellow in the Jacobs Summer Research Group 'Youth - Migra­
tion -Religion' at the University of Ziirich (Switzerland). Her research interests 
cover in particular the consequences of racism and heteronormativity as well as 
the strategies to deal with these power inequalities both by the marginalised and 
the privileged. She bases her work on critical racism theory, critical whiteness 
studies as well as gender and queer theory and conducts her ethnographic work in 
particular among those marked as South Asians in Germany. Currently she ana­
lyses ethnographically the interdependency of racism and heteronormativity. 
More information can be found on her website www.urmila.de. 

Greschke, Heike Monika (Dr.), has studied Social Work, Sociology, and Social 
Anthropology in Koblenz and Bielefeld (Germany), and in Seville (Spain). As a 
member of the Research Training Group "World Society - Making and Repres­
enting the Global", financed by the German Research Community (DFG) she 
worked on her doctoral dissertation Daheim in www.cibervalle.com - Ethno­

graphie einer globalen Lebenswelt, submitted in July 2007 at the Department of 
Sociology, Bielefeld University. At the moment she is engaged in the scientific 
supervision of a pilot program for "effect-oriented improvement of youth welfare 
services", financed by the German Federal Government. Her main research in­
terests are ethnography, ethnomethodology, transnational migration and youth 
welfare services. 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015 - am 13.02.2026, 09:41:57. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


CoNTRIBUTORS I 327 

Hering, Stephanie (Dipl. Soz.), is a sociologist (Dipl. Soz., University of Biele­
feld 2002) and presently working on her dissertation on the architectural self­
presentation of global finance at the University of Basel. From 2003-2007 she 
did research on a project on the sociology of finance: Die visuelle Semantik der 
globalen Finanzokonomie, directed by Prof. Dr. Urs Staheli, funded by the Swiss 
Nation Science Foundation (SNF). Since 2007 she has been a lecturer for soci­
ology at the Institute of Architecture and Planning, University of Liechtenstein. 
Research interests are Sociology of Finance, Sociology of Architecture, Postcolo­
nial and Global Studies and Sociological Theory. Stephanie Hering lives in 
Zfuich, Switzerland. 

Janoschka, Michael (Dr.), currently works as a Lecturer at the Institute of Hu­
man Geography of the Goethe-University of Frankfurt/Main (Germany). His re­
search interests mainly focus on migration processes in a globalised world and 
the role of identity politics and citizenship practice in geographical and political 
conflicts. Furthermore, his research concentrates on urban transformation pro­
cesses and governance, identity politics in shrinking cities and strategies of 
private urban governance. Michael Janoschka is a graduate geographer from the 
Humboldt-University of Berlin and received his Dr. phil. at the University of 
Frankfurt. 

Lachenmann, Gudrun (Prof. Dr.), studied sociology, political science and eco­
nomics (after finishing her education and working as a translator). Former re­
search fellow at German Development Institute, Berlin, Africa Division, doing 
policy research, advice and training; since 1992 Professor at the Department of 
Sociology, Sociology of Development Research Centre (professor emeritus since 
3/2006). Her current research interests are global and local networking for engen­
dering development policy, civil society, transformation processes, women's and 
peasant movements in Africa, engendering the embeddedness of economy, meth­
odology of multi-level field research and empirically grounding globalisation and 
localisation theories. Her empirical research is carried out mainly in francophone 
West Africa. 

Lindenthal, Alexandra (PhD), is a research associate in the project "Transna­
tional Governance and Interlegality" at the collaborative research centre 597 
"Transformations of the State" (University of Bremen). As a political scientist 
she is doing empirical research on public-private partnerships in the context of 
sustainable development. For example, she analyses to what extent the Marine 
Stewardship Council, a private standard-setting organisation, contributes to solv­
ing the problem of overfishing. Furthermore, she asks the question of how far do 
nation states react to private solutions to global problems like overfishing and de­
forestation. Before her current position, Alexandra was a research associate at the 
Universities of Bielefeld, Oldenburg and Bremen. Her research topics are organ-

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015 - am 13.02.2026, 09:41:57. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


328 I THE MAKING oF WoRLD SociETY 

isationallearning, environmental policy and international relations. Recently, Al­
exandra completed her PhD project at the International Graduate School in Soci­
ology (IGSS) at the University of Bielefeld. The English title of the dissertation 
is Leadership in International Relations. The European Union in the Internation­
al Regime for Climate Change. The thesis will be published at the beginning of 
2009. 

Nowicka, Magdalena (Dr.), is a research assistant at the Institute of Sociology 
at the Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich, Germany, where she obtained 
her doctoral title in 2005. She is a graduate of the Philosophical Department of 
the Jagiellonian University in Krakow and the Center for Europe of the Warsaw 
University, Poland. Her recent publications include Transnational Professionals 
and Their Cosmopolitan Universes (Campus, Frankfurt a. M. and New York 
2006) and Van Polen nach Deutschland und zuriick. Die Arbeitsmigration und 
ihre Herausforderungen fiir Europa (Transcript, Bielefeld 2007). Her research 
interests encompass sociology of migration, space, cosmopolitanism and Euro­
pean society. 

Pfaff-Czarnecka, Joanna (Prof. Dr.), is Professor of Social Anthropology in 
the Department of Sociology at Bielefeld University. She held academic posi­
tions at Zurich University as well as Bonn University and was a Visiting Profess­
or at the University of Tokyo as well as Research Fellow at the Oxford Uni­
versity. She wrote her PhD thesis on "Power and Ritual Purity. The Hindu Caste 
System and Ethnic Relations in the Process of State-formation in Nepal." and her 
Habilitation thesis on "From Subjects to Citizens. Ethnopolitology of Develop­
ment in Nepal-Himalaya." at Zfuich University. Her main research areas are 
political anthropology, ethnicity, integration- and minority research, democratisa­
tion processes in sub-national contexts, legal anthropology (in particular: human 
and minority rights), cultural change and inter-cultural communication and social 
anthropological perspectives on processes of globalisation. Her publications in­
clude (written together with Nandy, A./Rajasingham, D./Gomez, T.) (1999) Eth­
nic Futures. State and Identity in Four Asian Countries. New Delhi : Sage; (ed. 
with C. Caduff ); (1999) Rituale heute: Theorien, Kontroversen, Entwiirfe, Ber­
lin: Reimer; (2005) "No end to Nepal's Maoist rebellion." Focaal, European 
Journal of Anthropology 46, pp. 158-168; (2005) "Das Lokale als Ressource im 
entgrenzten Wettbewerb: Das Verhandeln kollektiver Reprasentationen in Nepal­
Himalaya." In: Zeitschrift fur Soziologie, Sonderheft "Weltgesellschaft" Stutt­
gart: Lucius & Lucius, pp. 479-499. 

Rescher, Gilberto (Dipl. Soz.), is a doctoral candidate at the International 
Graduate School in Sociology at the University of Bielefeld. He studied soci­
ology in Bielefeld with a special focus on sociology of development. There he 
graduated with a diploma thesis on local negotiation of processes of decentralisa-

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015 - am 13.02.2026, 09:41:57. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


CoNTRIBUTORS I 329 

tion in Nicaragua. His research and practical experiences include extended field­
work on the Philippines, in Nicaragua and Mexico and work experience in gov­
ernmental and non-governmental institutions in Mexico. As part of his doctoral 
project he is currently working on the processes of political transformation in the 
Valle del Mezquital, a rural area in Mexico. His research interests include local 
political processes, development, transnationality, gender and ethnicity, mainly 
with a focus on Latin America. 

Salzbrunn, Monika (Dr.), teaches sociology and anthropology at EHESS and 
the universities of Paris XII, Tours and Bielefeld. She wrote her binational PhD 
dissertation on Transnational Politics of West African Muslim Migrants in 
France and Germany. This work was awarded two doctorates: a French doctor­
ate in Anthropology from the EHESS in Paris and a German doctorate in Soci­
ology from the University of Bielefeld. She is currently doing research on festive 
events and rituals in the context of migration, and is leading the French Team in 
the European GEMMA project on policy-making, gender and migration (FP 7), 
at EHESS Paris. She was an Emmy Nother fellow of the German Research 
Foundation at the Institute of World Society Studies of the University of Biele­
feld and is a member of the French research centres CRIA (UMR 8131 Centre 
National de Recherche Scientifique/EHESS, Paris), MIGRINTER (International 
Migration), Poitiers, and "Cultures et Societes en Europe", Strasburg. She has 
published more than 20 articles on Muslims in Europe and the USA, transnation­
al networks, gender issues and festive events in French, English, German and 
Italian. 

Zirh, Besim Can (MSc), graduated from METU Sociology (B.A) and Political 
Science (MSc). He is currently doing PhD at UCL in the Department of Anthro­
pology and is also affiliated with METU Department of Sociology as a research 
assistant. His research interests include transnational migration and diaspora poli­
tics. He is specifically studying Turkish migration to Europe. His PhD project 
aims at comparing Alevi associations in three European cities (London, Berlin 
and Oslo) in the framework of transnational practices, border-crossing activities 
and identity (re-)formation in different migratory contexts. 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015 - am 13.02.2026, 09:41:57. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839408353-015
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

