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Preface

This volume, Challenges of the Baltic Sea Region: Fragmentation and Harmon­
isation in Transformation Processes, presents the findings of a collaborative 
research project based at the Interdisciplinary Centre for Baltic Sea Region 
Research (Interdisziplinäres Forschungszentrum Ostseeraum, IFZO) at the 
University of Greifswald. The project was funded by the German Federal 
Ministry of Research, Technology and Space (BMFTR, 01UC2102) with the 
purpose of establishing the Centre and creating the structures needed to 
institutionalise the study of the Baltic Sea region as one of the Universityʼs key 
research areas.

It is the first volume of its kind to emerge from this initiative, bringing 
together the results of genuinely interdisciplinary research, and we very much 
hope it will be followed by many more.

The Baltic Sea region is shaped by overlapping processes of fragmentation 
and harmonisation—political, economic, social, cultural, and ecological. Cap­
turing these dynamics requires perspectives that no single discipline can pro­
vide on its own. We are therefore deeply grateful to all researchers involved 
in the joint project for their willingness to look beyond their disciplinary 
horizons and to engage in the open, often challenging, and ultimately very 
fruitful exchange that made this book possible.

We are thankful to those who turned a collection of contributions into a 
coherent volume. We owe particular thanks to Franziska Sajdak, whose calm, 
careful eye, and ear for the right phrasing did much to shape the quality of 
this volume. We are likewise grateful to Bernd van Kampen, Sara Melzer and 
Yannik Wedemeyer of the IFZO team and to Marion Müller at Nomos for 
their valuable support throughout the process.

Greifswald, May 2026
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