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While the specific discourse claiming that ‘gay is the new Black’ first 
emerged in the early 1990s, it has its roots in white gay discourses dating all the 
way back to the 1960s that adopted a “‘like race’ model for understanding mar-
ginalized identity and social movements” (Hanhardt 75) suggesting “that sexual 
marginalization was akin to racial exclusion” (Hanhardt 52) and extends its ap-
peal well into the 2000s. Reddy gives a drastic example of how the rhetoric of 
gay rights as the currently most important site of contemporary civil rights 
struggles was mobilized politically in 2006 to deny the importance of other 
struggles against oppression. He cites political commentary in The Advocate, 
which framed the debate about the rights of undocumented people as follows: 
“While I agree that immigration reform is an important issue – and perhaps it 
could become the next leading civil rights movement – we haven’t even finished 
with our current civil rights movement [...]. Immigration reform needs to get in 
line behind the LGBT civil rights movement, which has not yet realized all of its 
goals” (qtd. in Reddy 189). 

In 2008, when Proposition 8, which restricted the marriage rights of same-
sex couples in California, passed on the same day that Obama was elected Presi-
dent, discourses claiming that gay rights are the new civil rights took center 
stage in national debates over the state of gay and lesbian rights (cf. Lenon). On 
December 16, 2008, for example, The Advocate was titled bluntly, “Gay Is the 
New Black: The Last Great Civil Rights Struggle,” even though Michael Joseph 
Gross’s cover story in the same issue actually sounded a much more nuanced 
note, cautioning against false comparisons. It might not be too far-fetched to 
speculate that this renewed interest in discourses linking the Civil Rights Move-
ment and the gay and lesbian rights movement might have contributed to Stuck 
Rubber Baby’s re-release in 2010. 

The discursive terrain has shifted considerably since Black Lives Matter 
launched a newly visible and increasingly influential Black movement in 2013, 
which makes it abundantly clear that the struggle for Black lives is far from over 
and does not in any way belong to the past. Concomitantly, as Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell was repealed in 2011 and equal marriage became the law of the land in 
2015, it has become increasingly harder to argue that gays and lesbians lack civil 
rights and that their struggle is more urgent than the struggles of Black people.  

The election of Donald Trump has, of course, shifted the discursive terrain 
yet again. For one thing, his election and the enormous ascension of white na-
tionalist movements in his wake further underscore the extreme threat even to 
established civil rights and legal protections of Black people and other People of 
Color, making it absurd to claim that Black equality has been established once 
and for all. With Trump rolling back legal protections for LGBTIQ people at an 
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