
Notes

Introduction
1	 Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies, Leiden University and 

Erasmus University Rotterdam.
2	 The University of Curaçao, Dr. Moises Da Costa Gomez and the University of Aruba, as well as the 

Bonairean Association for History and Culture (FuHiKuBo).
3	 For a list of these see Oostindie & van Stipriaan (2021), Antilliaans Erfgoed, the last page of both 

volumes.
4	 The project is mainly funded by the Dutch Research Council NWO. See also https://www.kitlv.nl/

traveling-caribbean-heritage.
5	 From the 1930s to the 1960s particularly the Curaçaoan and Aruban oil industry attracted many tens 

of thousands of migrants from all over the Caribbean, Suriname, Guyana, Madeira, the Netherlands 
and the U.S. Today, 25-35% of the three islands’ population are migrants who were born elsewhere, 
working in tourism, households and construction, and/or had fled (undocumented) their home 
countries, particularly Venezuela.

6	 Today some 160,000 first- or second-generation migrants originating from the Caribbean part of the 
Kingdom live in the Netherlands, the majority coming from Curaçao.

7	 It is one and the same language, but their orthographies differ: Papiamento in Aruba, Papiamentu 
in Curaçao and Bonaire. Cf. Pereira and Alofs in this volume.

8	 Alofs (2021), Goddelijk Zoals Gewoonlijk.
9	 Allen & Richardson (2021), “Antilliaans Carnaval in Viervoud.”
10	 Franken (2021), “Het Landschap van Nederlands-Caribisch Erfgoed.”
11	 Allen et al. (2017), “Traveling Caribbean heritage.”
12	 See Oostindie et al. (2020), A Global Comparison; Veenendaal & Oostindie (2018), “Head Versus 

Heart”; Veenendaal (2015), The Dutch Caribbean Municipalities; Oostindie (2005), Paradise Overseas; 
de Jong (2009), “Implosie van de Nederlandse Antillen”; de Jong & Kruijt (2005), Extended Statehood 
in the Caribbean.

13	 Ibid.
14	 See Roe (2016), The Sound of Silence; Arrindell (2014), Language, Culture, and Identity; Allen (2012), 

What is Curaçaoan Culture?; Ansano (2012), “To Question Identity”; Brison (2005), “The Kingdom’s 
Charter.”

15	 Anderson (1983), Imagined Communities; Gellner (1983), Nations and Nationalism. There are the-
orists of course who still wish to promote a kind of longer history whereby nations are peoples, 
such that there is a Greek or English nation that goes back millennia. It is about common ancestry 
and irrational psychological bonds whereby ethnicity mutates into ‘race.’ On this account the ABC 
islands, poly-ethnically and hetero-culturally constituted in ways that defy easy racial classifica-
tions, could not possibly be conceived as nations for those who claim the existence of primordial 
nationalism. These so-called primordialist and perennialist accounts need not be further engaged. 
On a defense of primordialism and perennialism, see among others Van den Berghe (1995), “Does 
Race Matter?” For general critique of primordialism in studies on nationalism, see among others 
Maxwell (2020), “Primordialism for Scholars Who Ought to Know Better.”
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16	 Anderson (1983), Imagined Communities, 6.
17	 For the Caribbean, see, Allen & Guadeloupe (2016), “Yu di Kòrsou, A Matter of Negotiation”; Bonilla 

(2015), Non-Sovereign Futures; Lewis (2013), Caribbean Sovereignty; Watson, “Globalization, liberal-
ism and the Caribbean.”

18	 For debates on undoing classical sociological conceptions of society as a whole see Marcus (1998), 
Ethnography Through Thick and Thin; Long & Moore (2012), “Sociality Revisited, Setting a New 
Agenda.” A similar approach particularly for the Caribbean can be found in Hall (2017), The Fateful 
Triangle or Gilroy (2000), Against Race.

19	 Sociality does not limit itself to human beings, but encompasses extra-human critters, landscapes, 
seas, rivers, waters, and objects.

20	 Anholt (2007), Competitive Identity; Kaneva (2011), “Nation Branding”; Volcic & Andrejevic (2011), 
“Nation Branding in the Era of Commercial Nationalism.”

21	 [https://www.vakantie-aruba.info/one-happy-island/]
22	 Cf. Moufahim et al. (2007), “Interpreting Discourse.”
23	 https://www.sponsorreport.nl/sportcuracao-tourist-board-nieuwe-partner-ajax/ en https://www.ad.nl/

nederlands-voetbal/ajax-sluit-sponsordeal-met-curacao~a79be845/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.
google.com%2F

24	 Dinnie (2016), Nation Branding, 41–49.

Chapter 1. Nation-Building and Nation-Branding in the Caribbean�: 
Comparative Reflections on National Imaginaries and Their Consequences
1	 Aronczyk (2013), Branding the Nation.
2	 Anderson (1983), Imagined Communities.
3	 Joseph & Nugent (1994), Everyday Forms of State Formation.
4	 Brereton (2007), “Contesting the Past,” 193.
5	 Anholt (2002), “Foreword,” 233.
6	 Aronczyk (2007), “New and Improved Nations”; Aronczyk (2013), Branding the Nation; Jansen (2008), 

“Redesigning a Nation.”
7	 Bonilla (2015), Non-Sovereign Futures; Oostindie, Ferdinand & Veenendaal (2020), “A Global 

Comparison.”
8	 Prashad (2007), The Darker Nations, xv.
9	 James (1963), Beyond a Boundary.
10	 Bolland (2001), The Politics of Labour; Oostindie (1999), Curaçao, 30 mei 1969; Vermeer (2021, “Welga! 

Welga! Welga!”
11	 Hobsbawm (1990), Nations and Nationalism, 46ff.
12	 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvpL9MbMIq4, accessed December 15, 2020.
13	 Baud (1996), “‘Constitutionally White’.”
14	 Alvarez (1995), In the Time of the Butterflies.
15	 Torres-Saillant (1999), Retorno de las Yolas.
16	 De Maeseneer (2014), “Nobody’s Nation.”
17	 https://www.newsweek.com/talking-junot-diaz-85723, accessed December 15, 2020.
18	 https://www.foxnews.com/world/dominican-american-author-junot-diaz-in-a-war-of-words-over-

countrys-citizenship-ruling, accessed December 15, 2020.
19	 In the words of Emjay Rechsteiner, the film’s curator, “You rarely find a film, made during a histor-

ical event—the birth of the Surinamese state—that so strikingly reflects that process and then plays 
a leading role in it again.” Quoted in Sheila Sitalsingh (2019), “Is Wan Pipel.”
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20	 Gangaram Panday’s life was inextricably intertwined with her one and only movie character. For 
more on Gangaram Panday’s life, see De Jong (2018), “Diana Gangaram Panday.”

21	 “One tree/So many leaves/One tree … One Suriname/So many hair types/So many skin colors/So 
many tongues/One people,” www.surinamewebquest.nl/wan_bon.html, accessed December 2, 2020.

22	 De Kom’s book was first published in 1934; in 2020 the 16th edition appeared. It was banned in 
Suriname and rediscovered by Surinamese students in the Netherlands in the 1970s. In 2020 De 
Kom, as the first from the Caribbean, was chosen as one of the 50 subjects in the official Canon of 
Dutch History.

23	 Adhin (1957), “Eenheid in Verscheidenheid.”
24	 Mahabier (2020), “Sarnámi Yátrá.” Mahabier was active in the Kollektief Jumpa Rajguru that aimed 

at the emancipation of Hindustani popular culture and social-democratic or socialist political 
reforms. Like Wie Eegie Sani, Jumpa Rajguru was founded in the Netherlands.

25	 Ramsoedh (2018), Surinaams Onbehagen; Sedney (1997), Toekomst van ons verleden, 37–39.
26	 Ramsoedh (2016), “Democracy and Political Culture,” 36.
27	 E.g., Ramdas (1992), De Papegaai, 98. He criticises the lack of self-refection and labels “Wan” 

patronising propaganda. Ramdas was a prolific Surinamese intellectual and writer living in the 
Netherlands.

28	 Borger Breeveld, Wan Pipel’s male lead, was an official spokesperson for the regime.
29	 Hoefte & Veenendaal (2019), “Challenges of Nation-Building and Nation-Branding.”
30	 St-Hilaire (2001), “Ethnicity, Assimilation and Nation in Plural Suriname.”
31	 Washington Times, Suriname Special, October 10, 2014.
32	 Ganga (2004), “Contemporary Theatre in Suriname,” 7-8.
33	 Mylonas (2012), Politics of Nation Building, 22.
34	 This section is strongly inspired by a visit to Jamaica in 2015 in the context of the project ‘Slum 

Tourism in the Americas: Commodifying Urban Poverty and Violence’, funded by the Nederlandse 
Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (NWO, The Netherlands).

35	 Patterson (2019), Confounding Island, 324.
36	 Hall (2017), Familiar Stranger, 20–21.
37	 Thomas (2004), Modern Blackness.
38	 Doyle (2012), “Rastafarianism & Michael Manley,” 118.
39	 Hall (2017), Familiar Stranger, 42.
40	 Patterson (2019), Confounding Island, 323.
41	 Meeks (2000), Narratives of Resistance.
42	 Doyle (2012), “Rastafarianism & Michael Manley.”
43	 Giovannetti (2005), “Jamaican reggae,” 214.
44	 Moore and Johnson (2011), “They Do as They Please.”
45	 Bogues (2006), “Power, Violence and the Jamaican ‘Shotta Don,’” 25.
46	 Thomas (2004), Modern Blackness.
47	 Bogues (2006), “Power, Violence,” 26.
48	 James (2014), Brief History of Seven Killings; Saint-Loubert (2019), “An (Un)Easy Sell,” 94.
49	 Kwang, Fernandez & Tan (1998), Lee Kuan Yew; Lee (2000), From Third World to First.
50	 Loh, Thum, & Chia (2017), Living with Myths; Tan (2017), Governing Global-City Singapore; Tan (2018), 

Singapore: Identity, Brand, Power.
51	 E.g., Altink (2021), “Out of Place”; Pattullo (1996), Last Resorts; Taylor (1993), To Hell with Paradise; 

Sheller (2003), Consuming the Caribbean; Wilkes (2016), Whiteness, Weddings, and Tourism. These 
authors discuss the centrality of Whiteness in Caribbean tourism. Sheller underlines that tourism 
development is based on the exploitation of a supposedly subservient local non-White people and 
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the local environment by White visitors. Similarly, Wilkes connects the growth of so-called location 
weddings in Jamaica to narratives and visual representations of the region as a place of White 
lavish behavior and Black servitude.

52	 In 2019, the relative contribution of tourism to GDP in the Caribbean was the highest in the world, 
at 13.9%. Globally, in the period 2014–2019, one in four jobs created was in the travel and tourism 
industry, see https://wttc.org/Research/Economic-Impactm, accessed January 27, 2021.

53	 https://www.godominicanrepublic.com/beaches/, accessed December 12, 2021.
54	 According to the World Travel & Tourism Council (2020), the total contribution of tourism to 

Suriname’s GDP in 2019 was 2.6%, thus well below the Caribbean average, while tourism’s total 
contribution to employment was 5,700 jobs or 2.8% of total employment, https://wttc.org/Research/
Economic-Impact, accessed January 27, 2021.

55	 Baud & Ypeij (2009), Cultural Tourism in Latin America.
56	 Johnson and Gentles-Peart (2019), “Introduction,” xxvii; our emphasis.
57	 Aronczyk (2007), “New and Improved Nations.”
58	 Johnson & Gentles-Peart (2019), “Introduction,” xxviii.
59	 https://www.godominicanrepublic.com, accessed February 7, 2021.
60	 Gregory (2007), The Devil Behind the Mirror, 154.
61	 Kempadoo (2004), Sexing the Caribbean, 125.
62	 Sex tourism is considered an undesirable part of Caribbean tourism and is for obvious reasons 

ignored in branding efforts, just like other problems, such as pollution or crime. Yet it can be seen 
as an integrated part of the image of servility and hospitality of the local population (see also 
note 50). Ever since Franz Fanon called the Caribbean the “brothel of Europe” (Kempadoo (2004), 
Sexing the Caribbean, 115) in the 1960s, sex tourism, both hetero- and homosexual, has been part of 
the informal package of tourism.

63	 Gregory (2007), The Devil Behind the Mirror, 52-60.
64	 Tourism Foundation Suriname, “Suriname, The Green Caribbean”.
65	 Tourist Foundation Suriname, “Suriname: A colorful experience”, 5.
66	 Hoefte & Veenendaal (2019), “Challenges of Nation-Building and Nation-Branding.”
67	 https://en.travel2latam.com/nota/63602-dominican-republic-will-change-its-country-brand-logo, 

accessed January 20, 2021.
68	 For more on this campaign see Hoefte (2020), “Suriname: Nation Building”; unfortunately, the URL 

for the video has been removed.
69	 Aronczyk (2013), Branding the Nation, 132.
70	 Jansen (2008), “Redesigning a Nation,” 121.

Chapter 2. Tourism Development and Nation-Building: The Case of Aruba
1	 UNWTO (2008), International Recommendations for Tourism Statistics.
2	 Page (2019), Tourism Management.
3	 Pattullo (1996), Last Resorts: The Cost of Tourism in the Caribbean.
4	 Ridderstaat (2021a), “Beyond income,” 23.
5	 Song, Witt, & Li (2009), The Advanced Econometrics of Tourism Demand; Ridderstaat (2021b), 

“Households’ Net Financial Wealth.”
6	 Lindsay (2019), Magazines, Tourism, and Nation-building in Mexico.
7	 Ford & Sturman (2020), Managing Hospitality Organizations.
8	 Fleming (2022), “How Does Heritage Help Nation Building?”
9	 Bourgon (2010), “The History And Future Of Nation-Building?”
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10	 Lindsay (2019), Magazines, Tourism, and Nation-building in Mexico.
11	 Ford & Sturman (2020), Managing Hospitality Organizations.
12	 Almeyda-Ibáñez & Babu (2017), “The Evolution Of Destination Branding.”
13	 Scott et al. (2011), “Tourism Branding and Nation Building in China.”
14	 Hoefte & Veenendaal (2019), “The Challenges of Nation-Building and Nation-Branding.”
15	 e.g., Page (2019), Tourism Management; Timothy & Boyd (2006), “Heritage Tourism in the 21st 

Century.”
16	 Fleming (2022), “How Does Heritage Help Nation Building?”
17	 United Nations (2014), World Economic Situation and Prospects 2014.
18	 Nelson (2007), “Traces of the Past.”
19	 Pattullo, Polly (1996), Last Resorts, 13
20	 Cf. Stupart & Shipley (2013), “Jamaica’s Tourism”; Rutty & Richardson (2019), “Tourism Research 

in Cuba”; Wong (2015), “Caribbean Island Tourism”; Monzote (2013), “The Greater Caribbean”; 
Williams (2012), “Tourism as a Neo-Colonial Phenomenon.”

21	 Ridderstaat & Nijkamp (2016), “Small Island Destination and International Tourism.”
22	 Croes (2011), The Small Island Paradox.
23	 Ascaniis et al. (2021), “Tourism Management at UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Vol. 2.”
24	 Wong (2015), “Caribbean Island Tourism,” 8, (see also chapter 5 in this book).
25	 Zappino (2005), “Caribbean Tourism and Development.”
26	 A referendum on March 25, 1977 indicated that 95.2 percent of all votes cast (70.1 percent turnout) 

were for independence rather than remaining in the Netherlands Antilles (4.8 percent) (Source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1977_Aruban_independence_referendum). The referendum question 
was deficient, and the “independence” was subject to multiple interpretations.

27	 Cited in Ridderstaat (2007), The Lago Story, 175.
28	 Independence would later be scrapped and Aruba remains nowadays part of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands.
29	 Ridderstaat (2007), The Lago Story.
30	 Bongers (2009), Creating One Happy Island.
31	 Ridderstaat (2007), The Lago Story.
32	 International Monetary Fund (1995), Kingdom of the Netherlands-Aruba.
33	 Ridderstaat (2007), The Lago Story.
34	 The distinction between nominal and real growth rates is that price developments are included 

in the nominal gross domestic product (GDP), while in the real GDP, the effects of ongoing price 
developments are eliminated to describe the production effect better.

35	 Central Bank of Aruba (2001), Annual Report 2000.
36	 Henny Eman would lose the prime minister function between 1989–1994, but would continue his 

vision between 1994–2001.
37	 Aruba Tourism Authority (2018), “Towards a Happy Future for Tourism.”
38	 It is important to note that the survey data are before the COVID-19 pandemic, and some (short-

term) changes may have occurred.
39	 The AZV would prove to be financially unfeasible over time, with adverse consequences for 

government finances, and subsequent erosion of the package of goods and services provided to 
Aruban residents.

40	 Central Bureau of Statistics Aruba (2016), Happiness and Important Life Domains.
41	 Ridderstaat & Nijkamp (2016), “Small Island Destination and International Tourism”; Ridderstaat et 

al. (2016), “The tourism Development-Quality of Life Nexus.”
42	 Croes et al. (2017), Happiness and Tourism.
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43	 Bongers (2009), Creating One Happy Island.
44	 Parke Nacional Arikok (2018), Annual Report 2018.
45	 Bongers (2009), Creating One Happy Island.
46	 Dobson (2021), “The Future of Aruba.”
47	 The construction boom also spilled over to other economic sectors. For example, (Chinese) super- 

and mini-markets have grown rapidly over the years. Many residents appear to have developed a 
love-hate relationship with these businesses. They complain about there being too many of them, 
but at the same like the convenience of having such a store within reach.

48	 Overheid.aw (2019), “Ruimtelijk Ontwikkelingsplan.”
49	 I Love Aruba 2 Team (2010), “Peaceful Sunset Watch Held in Aruba.”
50	 Visit Aruba (2007), “Stimaruba Very Concerned on Reports About Plans to Build a Hotel near 

Arashi.”
51	 Peterson (2018), “Nature conservation court case number 9.”
52	 Committee Economic Recovery and Innovation Aruba (2020), Repositioning our Sails.
53	 Central Bank of Aruba (2001), Annual Report 2000. International Monetary Fund (2013), Kingdom 

of the Netherlands-Aruba.
54	 Ridderstaat (2005), Aruba: Causes and Effects of Excessive Immigration.
55	 The first one was related to the demand for labour from the Lago refinery, and to a lesser extent the 

Eagle refinery; see Mijts (2021), The Situated Construction of Language Ideologies in Aruba.
56	 Sociaal Economische Raad (2019), “Migration in Aruba.”
57	 International Monetary Fund (2013), Kingdom of the Netherlands-Aruba.
58	 Allen et al. (2017), “Traveling Caribbean Heritage.”
59	 . International Monetary Fund (2013), Kingdom of the Netherlands-Aruba.
60	 Increasing immigration led in the early 1990s to shortages in adequate housing, which was reflected 

in a surge in rent and other prices on the island; see Ridderstaat (2005), Aruba: Causes and Effects.
61	 No beds for so many people.
62	 Henriquez (2020), “Nieuwe Regels op Aruba.”
63	 Chávez & Godoy (2020), “Boats over Troubled Waters.”
64	 International Monetary Fund (2013), Kingdom of the Netherlands-Aruba.
65	 Hassink et al. (2015), “De Economische Consequenties van de Verdwijning van Natalee Holloway.”
66	 Mohl (2006), “Aruba Increases Effort to Boost Tourism.”
67	 Matthews (2018), “Separating Fact from Fiction.”
68	 On the other side, many people still approved the government’s handling of the crisis. Similar to 

1985, there was an election during the ongoing crisis. This time, the MEP, led by Aruba’s prime 
minister together with a niece of Betico Croes, managed to maintain the number of seats, and the 
party lost only slightly more than 1,300 votes, allowing it to continue governing the island. It would 
be unfair, though, to continue to compare both election results, as they are contextual to different 
times, crises, leaders, and voters.

69	 Back then, our knowledge about branding was not as sophisticated as it is now. An advertisement 
for the Aruba Caribbean Hotel of that time, found in Bongers (2009), also described Aruba as 
“LITTLE DUTCH ISLE … CARIBBEAN STYLE” and “ON THE ISLAND OF ARUBA-NETHERLANDS 
WEST INDIES.”

70	 A study by Croes et al. (2017) revealed that seventy-nine percent of the respondents in Aruba were 
happy in 2016, providing evidence that the brand’s value is still largely valid.

71	 Aruba Tourism Authority (2018). “Towards a Happy Future for Tourism”
72	 (www.aruba.com/us).
73	 Allen et al. (2022), “Traveling Caribbean Heritage.”
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76	 Ibid.
77	 Ibid.
78	 Committee Economic Recovery and Innovation Aruba (2020), Repositioning our Sails.

Chapter 3. Slavery and Debates about National Identity and Nation-Branding
1	 In this chapter, we will limit our discussion to the slavery past and contemporary memory-making 

in Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, and the Netherlands, leaving aside the other former Dutch Caribbean 
colonies of Guyana and Suriname and the three Northern Dutch Caribbean islands of St. Maarten, 
St. Eustatius, and Saba.

2	 Broek, Joubert & Berry-Haseth (2006), De kleur van mijn Eiland, 171.
3	 Rutgers (1996), Beneden en Boven de Wind, 276.
4	 This also entails a rethinking in other spheres, e.g., in December 2010, the Curaçaoan government 

decided to replace the name of a public secondary school from Peter Stuyvesant College to Kolegio 
Alejandro Paula, after a local intellectual. Peter Stuyvesant (1610–1672) was seen as a symbol of 
Curaçao’s colonial heritage; his statue near the entrance of the school was removed from the 
school’s premises.

5	 Smeulders (2013), “New Perspectives in Heritage Presentations,” 156.
6	 For a critical assessement of the Kura Hulanda Museum, see Haviser (2005), “Slaveryland”; for a 

comparison between Curaçao and other countries and their presentation of slavery history, see 
Smeulders (2012), “Slavernij in Perspectief”; and for an overview of museums in Curaçao, see 
Benett & De Wildt (2021), “Museale Meerstemmigheid.”
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19	 Antoin (1997), Lantamentu di Katibu na Boneiru; De Geus et al. (2021),“Bonairiaans Erfgoed.”
20	 https://caribischnetwerk.ntr.nl/2013/06/28/meer-interesse-in-slavernijverleden-op-bonaire/, 

accessed May 8, 2021.
21	 Oostindie (2011), Postcolonial Netherlands.
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23	 Smeulders (2021), “Postkoloniale Onderhandelingen”; Van Stipriaan (2014), Slavernij Daar Willen 
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