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Reclaiming the Faravahar is an ethnographic study of the contemporary Zoroastrians in 
Tehran. It examines many public discursive and ritual performances to show how they 
utilize national, religious, and ethnic categories to frame the Zoroastrian identity within 
the longstanding conflict between Iranian Shiˁa and Arab Sunnis. 

Navid Fozi is a Fulbright U.S. Scholar conducting fieldwork on Iranian diaspora in 
Malaysia. He has previously held a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at the Middle East 
Institute of the National University of Singapore. 

Fozi explores the vitality of a venerable minority’s ideas and culture, how these survive, 
and how they are transmitted through circumstances both conducive and adverse. This 
book is ultimately not just a unique study of contemporary Zoroastrians but of public and 
private permutations within Iranian society as a whole in the 21st century. - Jamsheed K. 
Choksy, Professor of Iranian Studies, Indiana University.

In clear and concise fashion, Navid Fozi’s brilliant Reclaiming the Faravahar captures the 
historical narratives, symbolic performances, and conceptualizations of tradition that the 
beleaguered Zoroastrian community mobilizes in the hostile environment of Shi’ite Iran.  
Plus, he provides an unusual glimpse of his own struggle to portray a world where 
secrecy is a prerequisite for survival.  This insightful book is well worth reading not only 
by area experts, but also by anyone interested in the study of minorities. - Charles 
Lindholm, Professor of Anthropology, Boston University.

Fozi has given us an insightful and ethnographically-rich exploration of how the 
post-revolutionary Iranian state has sought to regulate and circumscribe the practices of 
the Zoroastrian community, and how that community has adapted its own traditions in 
order to survive under such conditions. An important contribution to the anthropological 
study of non-Muslim minorities in Muslim majority states. - Charles Hirschkind, Associate 
Professor of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley.
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The Iranian Studies Series publishes high-quality scholarship on various
aspects of Iranian civilisation, covering both contemporary and classical
cultures of the Persian cultural area. The contemporary Persian-speaking
area includes Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Central Asia, while classi-
cal societies using Persian as a literary and cultural language were located in
Anatolia, Caucasus, Central Asia and the Indo-Pakistani subcontinent. The
objective of the series is to foster studies of the literary, historical, religious
and linguistic products in Iranian languages. In addition to research mon-
ographs and reference works, the series publishes English-Persian critical
text-editions of important texts. The series intends to publish resources and
original research and make them accessible to a wide audience.
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