
R EPORTS 
AND COM M U NICATIONS 

Concerning 'Hierarchy' in Classification 
A. Neelameghan 's paper for the 1 975 Seminar on The­
sa

,
urus in Information Systems "Non-Hierarchical Asso­

CIative Relationships : Their Types and the Computer 
Generation of RT Links" seems to me too enthous13-
StIcally, and un helpfull y  to restrict the idea of hierarchy 
In two ways :  

' 

a), th a t  alone is taken as h ie rarchical which manifests 
the pure (substan tive) relation of Genus and Species, and 
b), that alone is taken as h ierarchical which manIfests 
the pure (formal) relation of S ubsuming and Subsumed 
(�oncepts which are more commonly verbal ized by clas­
SifIcat ion theorists and documental ists as Superordinate 
a�d Subordinate), The same can be expressed in a nega­
tIve Way : �): t

,
hat is not hierarchical which man ifests such (sub-

. tantlve) relat ions  as Whole and Part, Spec ies and Indlvl-�UUI11, Ent ity and Characterist ic, e tc" �nd 
. ), that IS not  hierarchical which manIfests the (fOl mal) 

relatio f . . n 0 Coordmatlon. �lhthe COu rse of t he Seminar, question was rais:d as to 

'F' I ch (,by anal ogy to genealogical d Iagrams) waS the 
. ather -con cep t  and which the 'Son' in t he d Iagramm-
Ing of clasSifica tory trees. 
Since, first, it seems to me that the major operational 
jUstIfication for the use of hierarchy (however defined 
Or . ' 

. Ins tan tla ted) i n  classification for documentat IOn IS 
that i t I . tl at 'I document promotes economy (by al oW1l1g 1 , 
on a Sllb . b 'I'ogated under suml l1 g  concept need not e SUI eacl . '  ' l ly  d 1 of the subsumed concepts), we can prov.lslona 
efine I . . . I I ' I'd of thc wel l  k lle rarchy b y  extensIOn Wlt l t le a 
n�wn classing directive : 

(is 
If a l l  B are A, and some A are B, then A subsumed 
sUperordinate to) B ;  . 

, If a l l  C are l ikewise A and some A are C, and If no B 
are C then A subsumed (is superordinate to) C, and B 
and C a "  I d B and C are b I e  coordmate to each ot leI', an oth SUbord inate to A -

or 6 
A.nd since , second generalizat ion is commonly and 
l Ight( '  f '  bstr'lc t-
I. Y taken as being performed by an act 0 a ' 
ng f ·  . f tl e cha r-

a 1 0m (prescind i ng from nega t1 l1g) some 0 1 . _ ste( t ' ' I '  suf Ica-r IS ICS of a concept/obJ'ect  the conceptua . JU . Ian f . I ' d f' d or m-
St 

.01 t le use of h ierarchy (however e me 
. antI'l ted) . t at l'on IS that 

tI ( I n c lassificat ion for documen . le subsu . . I . s (depending a med concept  I S  I t1 severa sense . n the ' . ' . . " d at) su bJect-
ed 

Pdrtlcul a r  sort of general izat IOn d Ime . . 
c 

to negat iv i ty to generate from it its subsu lll ing con-
ept(s) I ' f ver'l l hler-

a . , and we can provisional l y  c aSSI Y se ' rchlc'l I I , ' . . . ( re d tlons by II1ten.I'/O/'I , thus. 
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J )  in tcrllls of similar conccp ts/objec ts :  
i) Spccies ( concepts p f q )  

Genus (concept p a lonc ; q i s  t aken a s  thc speci f ic 
difference ;  i t s  lack is what  general izes) 

ii) Part (object p ,  but not q or r )  
Whole (object  p f q f r ;  q and I' a re the  non-p par ts  
that a re by double negat ion included in thc  defin i ­
tion of the  whole ) 

2) in te rms of dissimilar concepts/objects ;  
i )  Individuum (concept p f l I la t ter  s )  

Species ( concept p alone, not  instan t ia t ed by  
ma t te r) 

ii) Character is t i c  (, 'accidental '  I concept p w i t hou t 
I 'substan t i a l '  I concep t  q) 

Entity I object  or  concep t i (concept q characteri7.ed by 
concept (s) p ,  r ,  . . .  ; p ,  r ,  . . .  are 'acciden tal '  conccpt s  
ignored in pure considerat ion of  thc 'subs t an l ia l '  concept 
q) .  
I t  can be seen that in t h is grouping on ly I. i. man ifests a 
re lat ion between subsuming and subsumed con cep ts/ 
objects that can be cal led analytic and thus always t rue ; 
1. ii, 2. i, and 2. ii are on the contrary a l l  synthetic rcla­
tions in that the truth or  fa lsity of  the subsumption does 
not affect the tru th of the subsuming/subsumed re la t ion .  
Thus i t  is  ce rtainly t rue that  a more permanent  classi fI­
cation can be erected on analytic re lat ions a lone as basiS, 
since e .  g. a man is sti l l  a man th ough lacking eyes ( !. ii), 
since e. g. there can always be anothe r qua t t rocen to scul p­
tor to enumerate (2. i ), and since whe ther or no t  e. g. 
�ocaine is addictive can be d ispu ted (2. ii) . Bu t the l i s t ing 
of 29 types of 'associat ive' re lat ions by Neel ameghan as  
re la tions no t  to  be a l lowed in to the h ie rarchical structure 
of a classi fication reduces that stru ct ure to a very poor 
repertory of actual  concepti object-assign men ts,  and pu t s  
an undue strain upon the  syntactical devices of  the  c las­
sificat ion ( taken as an art ific ia l language). 

Though the concept of h ie rarchy seems historical ly t o  
have come t o  the fore from the considerat ion, in t h e  
writings of Oionysios t he pseudo-A reopagi te, o f  t h e  
ranks o f  the various classes o f  angels ( a n d  thus not  a t  
a l l  o f  subsumption in  t h e  sense o f  concepts related as 
Genus and Species, but rather of subsu mp t ion in a very 
figurative sense, namely of ent i t ies related as Governing 
and Governed or t he l ike), the d iagramma tic s imi lari t y  
of genealogical re lat ions to c lassificatory t rees seems to  
me  to be  an i l lusory one u nless we consider t he re la t ion 
of Father and Son to  be e i ther  of entities as such or  of 
(quasi -)concepts.  I f  of conce pts, then each indiv iduum 
is  coordinate to each other ( as w ith King 'N' ,  fa ther of 
King 'P' ,  each of whom is  a quasi-concep t  defin ing a per­
iod in the h is tory of the  a rea gove rned. (The 'species' 
here must be something such as t he dynasty t ha t includ­
ed them both as individua, or Whole to t he ir  Parts. ) If 
of en t i  ties, 

(I) taking the pseudo-Oionysios' rankillg idea, we can 
look upon Charlemagne as subsu m p t ive in rel a t ion  to 
h is sons because each of them governed a terr i t ory that 
was the equivale n t  of their fat he r' s  only by summat ion 
( double nega t ion) wi th  his brothers' .  And if  

b) in the genetic sense, Son is subsum p t ive t o  Father  
( and Mother) ju st because of the i r  gene t ic  si t ua t ion as seen 
through extensional h ie ra rch ical ity : al l  the genes of bo th  
paren ts  are represen ted i n  t he ch i l d ,  bu t  not  vice ve rsa . 
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Thus we see t h at there is some just ification for t he 
Fat her/Son terminology if we expand i t  to include 
M o t h e r :  since the subsuming is always a part ia l ly 
negated subsumed, t i lat  part which is neg<lted i n  t h e  sub­
sUllled must come from somewhere else : it is e i t her  the 
specific d iffe rence , the Mother,  or some other such 
sou rce . No c \ <lssifica t ory t ree can possess more than one 
order ( and a t ree of only one orde r is no t ree a t  al l )  w i t h­
ou t d i fferen t ia t ion ( read ing downward ; read upward it is 
part ial  nega t ion , abstract ion ) ,  and d i ffe ren tiat ion a lways 
impl ies concepts n ot in tension <l l ly possessed by the sub­
sUll l ing concept .  Th<l t too is why ext ensional ana lysis 
('description ' )  is necess<lry to generate helpful h iera rchy:  
because in te nsional analysis ('definit ion') a lone does not  
reveal a l l  tha t  any concept subsumes. 

J .  M. Perreault  

I )  l)ocu lllc' n t a t ion R�s�arch and Tra i n i ng ('c'n ter :  Seminar  on  
Thesa u r u s  i n l nt"u rilla t ion S y stems. Ba nga lore, I nd i a :  I)RT(, 
1 9 7 5 . p. A l  AS. 

ASIS- 1 975 and Classification 

In  the program of the huge Boston Conference of t h e  
American Socie ty for in fo rm<l t ion Science, last O c tobe r, 
some c lassifica t i on relevan t  topics were offered such as 
the Iwo during the S I G/CR Session "Trends in CI<lssifi ca­
tion" by C. D. Batty " Educat ion fo r C lassificat ion Re­
search " and by P. Richmond: "What Next in Classi­
fication" ; then in a socalled Poster Session (4) again  
P R ichmond with "C i<Jssificat ion Researc h :  The Bigger 
Revolu t ion Ahead" and H. G. Small: "A cita t ion model 
for scient ific  specialt ies" ; fin al ly in the P!<ltfonn Session 
6 the fol lowin g seven pape rs: Weinberg, B. H. : Levels of 
l inguistic analysis and information processing;  Stalcup, 
W s., Petrarca, A. E. : A utomatic vocab ulary con t ro l  
and its eva lua t ion in  com pute r-prod uced indexes ; Bris­
ner, 0. : A system for au tomatic inde x ing and keyword 
t ranslat ion as the basis for in ternat ional coope rat ion;  
Marcus, R.  s. :  Networking i n fo rmation re t rieval systems 
using computer i n te rfaces; Horsnell, V :  The I n t e rmedi­
ate Lexicon : the possibi l i t ies fo r information exchange 
networks ; O 'Connor. 1. : Passage retrieval services for 
scient ists; Bender, T. K. : A l i terary text  conceived in a 
data  bank .  

A British-library-Workshop o n  Multilingual Systems 

The Br i t ish Library spon sored a worksh op on M ul t i­
l ingual  I n formation Systems in October, 1 97 5 ,  at Dun­
church I ndustri a l  S taff Col lege, near Rugby. The work­
shop was at tended by 2 3  part ici pan ts and chaired by 
Dr. R. H. Richens of the Commonwea l t h  Bureau of 
Plan t Breeding and Genet ics. A fter  hearing in t roduct­
o ry papers on problems of mul t i l ingual working, the 
partic ipan ts divided in to t w o  groups, to  discuss ' I  i ngu­
ist ic' and 'managemen t' problems. These groups recom­
mended t h a  l :  
a )  A clearing house for in fo rmation on thesauri and re­

search into mono and mul l i lingual t hesauri  should 
be establ ished, preferably on an i n te rn<l t ional  scale. 
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b) The effect of ' noise' on the cost and e ffect iveness of 
in fo rmat ion systems, part icular ly m u l t i lin gual sys­
tems, should be investiga l e d .  

c )  One or Illore i n te rl ingua for mul t i l ingua l  syste ms 
should be develope d ,  wi th  a t tent ion conce n t ra ted 
on the ide n t i fica t i on of concep ts and t h e  use of 
inte ri in gua as sw i t c h ing languages for t r<lns l ingual 
in formation systems. . t d )  Over lap in t h e  core a reas of t h esauri shoul d  be Iden -
died so that  the cores may be recon ci led, cores and 
frin ges may be more clearly diffe ren ti a ted,  t he 
numher of t hesauri required to cove r  a l l  knowledge 
may be asce r ta ined and progress may be made to­
wards constructing a macro thesauru s. 

e )  M e t hods should be elaborated for se arch ing ac roSs a 

n umbe r of files . lei f) U ser  needs in respec t  of  mult i l ingual system shou 
be asce rta ined. 

g) A scheme should be elabora ted for comp rehensive 
speci ficat ion of a m ul ti l in gual  system includ in g 
de ta i ls  of subject  field,  catego ries  of user t o be 
se rved,  ha rdw<lre <l nd software configurat ion , staff­
ing, m<lnage men t structure, h istor ica l  determi na nts 
of configura t ion , pol i t ical  object ives,  rea l  costs ,  fund-
ing and system of charging. . ' ul ti-h) A s tudy should be launched to comp<l re eXlst l llg m . 
l ingual systems with  eq uiva len t u n i l ingual sys tems In 
terllls of operat iona l  effect iven ess, efficien t  use of 
scarce resources, <l nd  costs. 

. I ' the A report on the w orkshop w i l l  be m ade avaIiab e 111 
Bri t ish Library Research and Developmen t Reports 
series. 

From: Research and Developme n t  Newsleuvi  
N r .  6, Jan.  1 976, p.  2- 3 

Klassifikationsthemen beim I X. INER-Kolloquium 

M i t  fast 800 Teilnehmern, da run ter ca.  30 Gasten a US 
1 1  Ui nelern h a t  das lnst i tut  fUr l n fo rmation swissen-
schaft, E rfin dungswesen und Rech t der Techn ischen 
Hochschule l Imenau ( IN ER), DDR vom 1 2 .- 1 4. 1 1 .7 5  
i n  Oberhof/Thiir inge n  e ine themat isch u n d  o rgan isato­
risch he rvorragend ge lei te te Konfe renz abgehal ten . I n  
vie r Para l lel -Vortragsse rien m i t  a usreichenden Zeite n 
Hir Diskussione n w urden 70 Vort rage geha l ten u nd i hre 
Ergebnisse in e iner  Schlugveransta l t un g  resi.imier t .  Ole 
Themenkreise II, I I I  und I V  e n t h ielten d ie folgende an­
sehn Iiche Anzahl  von klassifikat ionsrelev<ln ten T hemen, 
d ie zum grbf�ten Teil vo rab in Form von Thesen u nd 
Kurzfassungen in Heft 20 der I N ER-Sch riften rei he an­
gekiindigt worden w a re n  und i n  den nach folgende n Hef­
ten im Wort laut  verbffe n tl i c h t  werden sol len : 
Manecke, H. 1. :  Zur Fachbezogenhe i t  des Indexi e rens 
technischer  Dokumen te ; R eball, s. :  M ethodisc h e  Un ter­
such ung des lndexiervorganges; Schuler, w. , Preisler, w. : 
Ein mathematisches M odell des Inde xie rp rozesse s ; Herr­
mann, P ,  Rudorf, D. : E i nflug de r opt imalen Thesaurus­
grbge auf Aufbau und Zusammen wirke n i n te rn a t ionale r 
Informationssysteme ; Scibor, E. : Krite rien fur d ie Erar­
bei tung von l n formationsreche rchesp rachen ; Smerdjiev, 

G. : Fach thesaurus und System der lnfo rmat ionsrecher­
che mit te ls  Sich t l ochkarten i m  Gebiet  der  Elektroche-
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mie; Bauer, G. : Thesaurus als Instrument zur Rationali­
sierung der Forschungstatigkeit; Miiller, 1. :  Bewertung 
Von lnformationen durch klasseninvariante Prozeduren; 
Miiller, J. :  Klassifikation von Informationen nach ihrer 
Funktion im Proze/), der Bearbeitung von Aufgabenstel­
lungen ;  Feitscher, w. :  Moglichkeiten und Grenzen fUr 
eIne partiel le Faktenrecherche ; Feitscher, w. :  Aufgaben 
UI�d. Autbau von Informatiolls-Iogischen Systcmen; . C7ganik, M :  Realisierung einer automatischen IndexlC­
rUng mit Rlickkopplungssystem im Rahmen des IRIS­
Systems; Lamprecht, H ,  Lamprecht, H :  Vor- und �ach­
telle der automatischen Indexierung; Freiwortindexle- . rung a ls Zwischenstufe von der manuellen zur automatl­�chen I�dexierung; Mater, E :  Digitale und �naloge In-
ormatlOnsverdichtung; Schramm, R. : MoglIchke lten . der Einbeziehung deutschsprachiger Erfindungsbeschrel.­bungen in automatisierte Inhaltserschlie/),ungsverfahren , 

Griif, K. : Hinweise fUr die Inhaltserschlie/),ung und Ober­
setzung Von USA_Patentschriften ; Dahlberg, [ :  Zur.Nor­
mung im Bereich der Klassifikation. - Es sei daraut hIn­
gewiesen, daB eine Notiz liber das VIII. Kolloquium von 
1 973 in Intern. C lassificat. I ( 1 974) No. 1 , S. 44 ersC�� I� . 

SCientometrics and Bibliometrics. The Idis-Conference, 
Jan. 1 976 
One of the topics which the FID/CR Conference i� Bombay , Jan. 1 975 has formula ted for further basIc re.­search on designing ordering systems (see Inte�I�. C I.assl­�cat 2� 1 975) No. I ,  p. 40) Sugg�sted ".Quantlflcatlon 
Or bibiiometric and scientometnc studies of world 

lIterature on all subject-fields" . Apparen tty una�are of 
tlus recommendation but still in line with the plesent 
trend of mathematization of features and variab les In 
the ' c .  f 0 N k and the staff II1 JormatlOn p rocesses, Pro . . ac e . "  of his lnstitut fUr Dokumen tation und Information u�er 
Sozialmedizin und Offentliches Gesundheitswesen (Idls) 
In Bielefeld organized a two-day conference (�3-24 
Jan. 76) on "Tasks, methods and resul ts of sclen to-

" metrics and bib liometrics for planning and research , 
�hus celebrating its 20th anniversary of exis �en.ce . The 
ectures concentrated on the basics of both sClCn to.­metrics' (A. Diemer, W. Gerdel, G. Murza) and blblIO: 
�etrics (0. Nacke, R. Pfeifer) and showed the applIca­
hon of bib liometrics in library planning (G. Krug) re­
search documentation (H Stegemann), and thesau.rus­
and classification research (R. Henzler), as wel l. as m 
cancer research (L. Sandor), occupational medlcme w- Lange), and environmental hygiene (w. Kramer). 

. enzler's paper was not concerned with the quan t lta­
tIve ana lysis of l iterature in relation to given classes of 
a clas 'f' . k d e by Kofnovec . Sl IcatlOn system ,  as e. g. wor on . . and S imandl with the UDC. He showed how a realIstic 
construction of a vocabulary may be based on � com­
PUterized text processing and col lect ing of significant 
term A t · ted also that . s. mong  others his tables demons ra With the steady growth of a documen t store the docu-
ment . b . f descr Iptors . . s would need an increasll1g num el 0 . This I'a ' I I I aps a struc tUied 
d ISes t le question whet ler per  1 , ocu . d I ' developmen 1.-ment description may IInpe e suc 1 cI . The printing of the proceedings of this very chal!engll1g 
con � . b 'dered t rOIll 
rd ' erence IS under way. Thcy may e 01 I 0 IS, Westerfeldstr. 1 5 , 4800 Bielefeld. . . 

I l1kr r-11. \. Iassificat .  3 ( 1 9.76) No. 1 Reporls a nd CO lll lll u n i cal ions 

Symposium on General Classification Systems 

The Cen tral Classification Committee of FID ( F ID/CCC) 
will organize a two-day symposium in B russels, Belgium, 
on 25-26 November 1 976 .  The symposium will have as 
its theme "General classification systems in a changing 
world" . 

In addition to the different aspects of the Dewey Deci­
Illal Classification and the UDC (Universal Decimal Clas­
sification :  mechan ization, future development, presen t 
position, etc.), the fol lowing subjects wil l  be discussed :  

history and historic approach 
the main present-day functions 
future prospects 
experience in mechanized/automated systems 
thesaurus aspect ; the relation between thesauri and 
general classificat ions 
retrieva l  strategies using general classifications. 

Papers on the above subjects are invited and should be 
submitted in A 4 format in English, French or German 
contain not more than 3000 words and be provided 

' 
with an abstract of not more than 200 words. Abstracts 
of the papers should be submitted by 30 June 1 9 76, 
ful l texts by 3 1  August 1 976.  , 
The participation fee of $ 50 includes costs for copies 
of all abstracts and should be paid by 30 September 
1 976 into FID postal accoun t, giro 5 1 3826 or  F ID 
account  5 1 .95 .24.780 w ith the Aigemene Bank Neder­
land, The Hague. 
All correspondence should be add ressed to M r. H. Ver­
schoor, FID/CCC secretary, Classification Department 
of FID, 7 Hofweg, The Hague. 

From : FID News Bul letin 26( 1 976) No. 3 

French Publications in Classification 

Ever since its start in 1 964 the Societe du Stage en B i­
bliotheconomie de La Pocatiere ( 1 00, ave . Painchaud, 
La Pocatiere , Quebec, Canada), devoted to the educa­
tion and training of l ibrarians, has been providing publi­
cations as teaching aids, an  interesting number of which 
concerning classification topics .  A first publ icat ion cata­
logue ( 1 6  pages) of 1 974/75 lists among others the fol­
lowing titles with descriptions of their conten ts :  
1 .  Rioux, f. -L. , Martin, A. : Manuel pratique de c lasse­

Illent des fiches de catalogue . 2nd ed .  rev. 1 972 .  
268 p . ,  $ 5 ,-

2. Immroth, f. P. :  Classification Library of Congress; 
manuel  pratique d'uti lisation. (Trad. de I'arnericain 
par R.-B. \3ernier et G .  Chaput). 1 969 . 30 1 p . ,  $ 7 .50 

3 .  Levesque, R. -L. :  I n t roduction ,) Ia classificat ion 
decimale de Dewey . Adaptation franyaise de l ' l n t ro­
duction de I 'Editeur. 1 970. 67 p . , $ 2,-

4. Abrege de la  Classifica tion Lib ra ry of Congress. Ver­
sion franyaisc p roviso ire ; t rad .  de l'america in par D. 
Belley , R.-B. Bern ier , G .  Chaput and A .  Pouli n .  1 970. 
427 p., $ 7 .50 

5. Corriveau, A. , Desru isseaux , 1. , Girard, E. ,  /,evesque, 
R. -J,. . Savard, L. :  La classification dec imale de Dcwey 
( cours ct exercices). 1 97 1 . 388 p . ,  $ 8 ,-
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6. Bernier, R. : La classification Library of Congress 
( cours et exercices) . 2nd ed . ,  ref. & augm. 1 9 73 . 
346 p . ,  :5 8 . 7 5  

7 .  Robillard, J. -J. : Les vedettes-matiere . 1 9 7 1 .  2 34 p . ,  
S 5 ,-

8. Guilbault, F. : Etude comparative des systemes de 
classification de la Library of Congress et de Dewey. 
3 rd ed. rev. & corr. 1 969 . 38  p., S 1 , -

9. Classification decimale de Dewey et index, etablis par 
Melvil Dewey. Premiere version fran<;aise integrale 
d'apres la 1 8e edit ion . . .  Lake Placid Club. - Albany, 
N. Y . :  Forest Press 1 9 74.  1 426  and 1 5 59 p., $ 40,­
for the two volumes . 

Except for the last one a ll the other publications may 
be purchased at the address of the Societe given above . 

New UDC Developmen ts 

Twelve members from 8 countries and the FlD Classifi­
cation Department participated in the FlD/CCC and 
FlD/CCC/EG meetings in The Hague on 2-6 February 
1 97 6. The main points d iscussed were : 

eee membership : the resignation of Mr .  G. A. Uyod, 
in con nection with his re t i rement, as secretary of 
CCC and CCC/EG and as rapporteur of CCC/P and 
his unanimous nomination as a CCC honorary mem­
ber ;  the appoin tment of Mr. H. Verschoor as secre-
tary of CCC and CCC/EG and as rapporteur of CCC/P;  
UDe long-term development and modernization : the 
disbandmen t of F lD/CCC/ DD "Drastic Development" ;  
the establ ishment of FlD/CCC/CG "Coordination 
Group" which would be responsible for the coo rdina­
t ion , supervision and managemen t of the analyses and 
eval uations of the existing UDC classes, made by UDC 
revision committees in l ight of the proposed UDC 
restructuring; the establishment of F lD/CCC/SN 
"Structure and notation of the U DC" , whose main 
function would be the study, preparation and ela­
boration of proposals for the future structure and 
nota tion of the UDC; the problems of manpower and 
funding connected with the U DC restructuring pl ans; 
revision ofFID 42 9 " UDe Revision and Publication 
Procedure " :  the temporary re instatement of FlDl 
CCC/RG "Rules and Guidel ines of the UDC" so as 
to elaborate a revised version of the new draft U DC 
rules; 
UDe Basic Medium Edition (BME) : the recommend­
ed extension of the deadline for incorporation of 
proposals in the BME to include proposal s publ ished 
in " Extensions and Corrections" Ser ies  9 No. 2 ;  
UDe central management, service to users and pro­
motion : the publication of Extensions and Correc­
tions this Spring; the publication of a new "Cumul­
ated UDC Supplement 1 965- 1 97 5 " ;  

- Dewey eente/1I1ry Year celebration : CCC Symposium 
in Brussels on 25 and 26 November on "Gene ral clas­
sifica t ion systems in a changi ng world" ; 

- current UDe revision and updating: proposed quest­
ionnaire to UDC revision committees and P-note 
subscribers on a General UDC Revision Plan (GURP);  
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UDe project funding : CCC funding request 1 976 ��d 
long-te rm investment for U DC mechan ization actIVI­
ties; 
UDe and mechanization : the necessity to create: 
elaborate and update a U DC master file in machlne-
readable form, the funding of which would be a mat· 
ter of furthe r  F lD Council and F lD/CCC study. 

The next CCC meeting was set for 22 and 23 November 
1 976 in Brussel s;  the next CCC/EG meeting waS con­
firmed for 20 and 2 1  M ay 1 976 in The Hague. 

From: FlD New Bul le tin 2 6 ( 1 976) No. 3  

PRECIS for Multilingual Use 

PRECIS, the machine-produced subject- i ndex system 
now employed in the British National B ibl iography and 
various other publ icat ions, has been applied experiment­
ally in a number of l anguages other than English . These 
experiments have shown the need for certain extra ma­
chine routines and codes, to deal, for example, with 
compound terms in German Danish and simi lar  langu­
ages; but they have also indi�a ted that the syntactic and 
semantic logic on which the system is based can be ap­
plied successfully to a range of different natural l angu-
ages. 
The developmen t of in te rnational exchange systems, . 
especially the European info rmation network, makes It 
timely to test the potential of PRECIS as a multil ingual 
tool .  Because of its special experience and expertise II1 
this field ,  the Bibl iographic Services Division of the 
Bri tish Library wil l  house a project team, with an allo­
cation from the Library's research funds, to evaluate the 
poten tial of P REC IS for transl ingual purposes, i. e. for 
switching indexing data from one language to another.  
The sum awarded £ 63 600 over two and a half years, 
will be governed by sim'i 1ar terms and cond itions as are 
appl ied to external institutions. 

. 

The project will create a set of routines and computer 
programs which wil l  add a translingual component to 
the PRECIS system. This w ill enab le the computer to 
convert the i nput string into a ser ies  of language-inde­
pendent codes and t ranslate these later i nto approprtate 
terms in a ta rget language. These terms will then be 
manipul ated in to index entries in the target language 
without further interven tion by the indexer .  
The project is planned in two stages. The first stage ,  a 
pilot study, will use small specific subject data bases and, 
if these experiments prove successful,  the project will 
then be extended to l arger data bases, and w il l  perhapS 
ul timately involve the creation of a new macrothesauru�d 
111 more than one language. For the present, i t  IS II1 tend 
that these tran sl ingual experimen ts shoul d be l imited to 
English ,  German and French. 
Further information is avai lable from the project head , 
Mr D Austin, The Bri tish Library, Bibliographic Services 
Division , 7 Rathbone Street, London W I P  2AL. 
See also " An Indexing Man ual for PRECIS" by D. Austin 

in : Intern. C lassi ficat .  I ( 1 9 74) No. 2 ,  p. 9 1 -94. 
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