
Contents

Acknowledgements ...................................................................... 7

Introduction .............................................................................. 11

1.1 Structure...................................................................................................... 13

1.2 Methodology.................................................................................................. 14

1.3 Challenges.................................................................................................... 16

1.4 Current State of Research................................................................................ 18

A History of Trauma ..................................................................... 25

2.1 Railway Spine ................................................................................................ 27

2.2 Hysteria .......................................................................................................28

2.3 Traumatic Neurosis and Shell Shock ................................................................. 32

2.4 Traumatic Neurosis of War.............................................................................. 36

2.5 The Unrepresentable in Psychoanalysis ............................................................. 38

2.6 Female Trauma.............................................................................................. 41

2.7 PTSD ........................................................................................................... 42

2.8 Body-Memory: Traces of Trauma ....................................................................... 45

2.9 Collective Trauma and Terror............................................................................50

2.10 Cultural Trauma as a Social Construct ................................................................ 54

2.11 Truth and Trauma .......................................................................................... 57

Challenging Trauma as the Unrepresentable ............................................ 59

3.1 The Testimony: Transmitting Trauma, Performing Trauma...................................... 61

3.2 Secondary Traumatisation ............................................................................... 64

3.3 Empathy as a Mode of Perception...................................................................... 67

3.4 The Unrepresentable in Trauma Studies .............................................................69

3.5 The Unrepresentable in the Aesthetic Theory of Adorno and Lyotard ........................ 77

3.6 Challenging Trauma as the Unrepresentable ....................................................... 83

3.7 Are Some Things Unrepresentable? .................................................................. 85

3.8 Intolerable Images .........................................................................................90

3.9 “To Remember, One Must Imagine” ................................................................... 93

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839450468-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.174, am 14.06.2026, 06:31:25. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839450468-toc


3.10 “The Exercise Of Art” ...................................................................................... 95

Trauma Narratives ...................................................................... 101

4.1 Omer Fast................................................................................................... 103

4.2 Janet Cardiff and George Bures Miller ............................................................... 126

4.3 An Infinite Story ........................................................................................... 145

Trauma Spaces......................................................................... 149

5.1 Paul McCarthy .............................................................................................. 152

5.2 Forensic Architecture .................................................................................... 172

5.3 Memories in Motion ....................................................................................... 194

Trauma – Curational Perspectives ...................................................... 199

6.1 Space and Time Frame.................................................................................. 202

6.2 Traumatised Art........................................................................................... 204

6.3 Trauma in the Contemporary Art Museum ......................................................... 207

6.4 Contemporary Art on Conflict and Trauma in the War Museum ............................... 218

6.5 Aesthetic Strategies ..................................................................................... 225

Conclusion and Outlook ................................................................ 231

Bibliography............................................................................ 239

List of Figures.......................................................................... 255

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839450468-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.174, am 14.06.2026, 06:31:25. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839450468-toc

