List of Names and Places Appearing
in The Large Faramarzname

This list includes all the names of people that appear in the poem as taking
active part in the story, as well as of places which are stations on Faramarz’s
peregrinations or belong to his domains. In addition, it includes the names
of places or figures who do not play an actual role in the story, but to which
reference is made more than once in the text. Similar kinds of names which
are mentioned only once are explained in footnotes.

Adar-borzin - name of the son of Faramarz and the daughter of the king of
Kahila; also referred to as Borzin or Borzin-adar

Afrasiyab - king of Taran

Afridan - see Fereydin

Ahriman - divine personification of evil

Alans - a tribe of Iranian peoples, of which in the course of history different
groups migrated to different regions, one of which was the Caucasus

Areza - name of the fairy princess, Fartartash’s daughter, with whom
Faramarz falls in love

Ashkash - Iranian warrior of the Shahname, one of the commanders in
Keykhosrow’s war of vengeance against Taran. Also the name of a
commander in Faramarz’s army.

Asp-saran - name of a people on one of the islands in the East, where
Faramarz is shipwrecked; the name translates as ‘Horse-heads’

Asrat (or Atrat) - name of Garshasp’s father

Azargoshasp - name of the founder of one of the most sacred Zoroastrian
fire-temples and consequently also of that fire-temple; the name is also
used as a metaphor for speed, as it literally means ‘fire-stallion’

Bistin - high mountain in south-west Iran; mentioned in the story as a
commonplace reference to a very large mountain

Bizhan - Iranian warrior of the Shahname, son of Giw

Borzin(-adar) - see Adar-borzin

Brahman - member of a group of ascetics living on one of the islands of the
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West; Faramarz questions one of these men on matters of a philosophical
nature

Chachi - adjective of Chach (present-day Tashkent in Uzbekistan), a place
famed for the bows made there

Changu - warrior in service of Fartartash

China - translation of chin; generally the western part of the modern-day
country of China is meant

Dastan - alternative name of Zal

Dawal-payan - pugnacious people on one of the islands of the West, defeated
by Faramarz; also referred to as Pa-dawal; their name translates as ‘strap-
legged;, ‘limber-legged’

Faramarz - Iranian warrior and hero of the poem, son of Rostam

Farasang - island in the West, where Faramarz fights and kills the king

Farghan — name of the king of a land in the East, who is defeated by Faramarz;
his subjects are called Farghani(s) ( farghani(yan))

Farhad - Iranian warrior of the Shahname, son of king Nowzar

Fariborz - Iranian warrior of the Shahname

Fartartash - king of the fairies, father of Arezti, whom Faramarz marries

Ferdowsl of Tas — poet of the Shahname

Fereydun (or Afridan) - ancient Iranian king: he divided his empire among
his three sons, giving the west (Rim) to Salm, the east (Ttran) to Tar and
Iran to Iraj. Jealous of Iraj, Salm and Tur killed their brother, which led
to a war between Iran and Taran and a centuries-long feud between the
two countries.

Garshasp — ancestor of Faramarz, father of Nariman and grandfather of Sam;
son of Asrat (or Atrat)

Garsiwaz — Taranian warrior of the Shahname, who put his brother Afrasiyab
up against Siyawakhsh

Ghaznin - city in Afghanistan, part of the domains granted to Faramarz
by Keykhosrow; in historical reality the place of origin of the dynasty of
the Ghaznawid sultans, who ruled from the late tenth to the mid-twelfth
century in eastern Iran and northern India

Ghir - region in central Afghanistan

Giw - Iranian warrior of the Shahname, son of Gudarz and father of Bizhan

Gorgsaran - fictional country, known from the Shahname as inhabited by
otherworldly and often hostile creatures and conquered by Sam; in the
Faramarzname, this country, together with Mazandaran, is said to be
ruled by the king of the fairies, Fartartash

Gorgin - Iranian warrior of the Shahname
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Gostaham - Iranian warrior of the Shahname

Gudarz - Iranian warrior of the Shahname, father of Giw and son of Keshwad;
one of the commanders in Keykhosrow’s war of vengeance against Taran

Homayun - Iranian army leader in the service of Faramarz and his cousin;
son of Zaware

Hiushang - ancient Iranian king, father of Tahmiras

India - translation of hendistan; generally indicates the northern, or north-
western, part of modern-day India

Jadustan - literally means ‘country of sorcerers, supposedly a region that is
part of or borders on - or is synonymous with - India (Hendastan) and
is inhabited by jadiian (‘sorcerers’)

Jamshid - ancient Iranian king, son of Tahmiiras; was overthrown by Zahhak;
in the later epic traditions identified as the ancestor of Garshasp

Jeyhun - river that marks the border between Iran and Taran; Persian name
for the Amu Darya (the Oxus)

Jeypal - name of the king installed by Faramarz to replace King Farghan

Kabol, Kabolestan - region in Afghanistan, tributary to the rulers of Zaboles-
tan

Kahila - name of an island in the West and of its king, whose daughter
Faramarz marries

Kaha - Iranian warrior, member of Faramarz’s army

Kalan-kiah - large mountain in the East, near China, inhabited by demon-
sorcerers who are defeated by Faramarz; the name literally means ‘Large
Mountain’

Karzasp — Iranian warrior in the service of Faramarz, delivers a message
from Keykhosrow

Kashmir - province to the north-west of India, is conquered by Faramarz

Kawos - see Keykawos

Keshwad - Iranian warrior of the Shahname, father of Gadarz; ancestor of
Karzasp

Keyanid - term to indicate a dynasty of ancient Iranian kings, including
Keyqobad, Keykawos and Keykhosrow

Keyanuash - Iranian army leader in the service of Faramarz

Keykawos - Iranian king, father of Siyawakhsh and grandfather of Keykhos-
row

Keykhosrow - Iranian king who sends Faramarz on his expedition to
Khargah and India

Keyqobad - Iranian king, father of Keykawos and first of the Keyanid line;
his lineage goes back to Fereydan
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Khargah - fictional country bordering to the west on India, conquered by
Faramarz

Khotan - region in western China

Khwarazm - country to the north of Iran and to the south of Lake Aral, can
be located in present-day Uzbekistan and northern Turkmenistan

Lohrasp - Iranian warrior, one of the commanders in Keykhosrow’s war of
vengeance against Taran; in the Shahname he succeeds Keykhosrow to
the throne

Machin - undefined region that is usually mentioned together with Chin
(China) and therefore designated as a part of, or a neighbour of, China;
often thought to be southern China

Maharak - king of Kashmir, usurps the throne of the Raja; is defeated and
killed by Faramarz

Mahawar - warrior in the service of Toworg

Mantchehr - ancient Iranian king, great-grandson of Fereydan; defeated
the Taranians and killed Salm and Tar, the murderers of his grandfather
Iraj (see under Fereydun)

Maranj - island where Simorgh takes Faramarz after his shipwreck; according
to the Large Faramarzname, Zal was raised by Simorgh in a castle here,
which tradition differs from the one told in the Shahname, which says
Zal grows up in Simorgh’s nest on top of a mountain

Marw - modern-day city of Mary in Turkmenistan; part of the domains
granted to Faramarz by Keykhosrow

Mazandaran - in reality a province in northern Iran, but in the Shahname a
fictional land inhabited by demons and other creatures with non-human
features; in the Large Faramarzndame the land is said to be ruled, together
with Gorgsaran, by the king of the fairies, Fartarttash

Nariman - ancestor of Faramarz, father of Sam

Nastur - Iranian warrior, a commander in Faramarz’s army

Nezam al-Dowle - vizier, in praise of whom the Faramarzname dedicates a
number of verses; possibly the historical Seljuk vizier Aba Bakr Nezam
al-Dowal (1052-1100)

Nimraz - province ruled by Faramarz’s family; practically synonymous with
Sistan

Nowzar - ancient Iranian king, son of Mantichehr; was defeated and executed
by Afrasiyab

Pa-dawal - see Dawal-payan

Pil-gtishan - pugnacious people on one of the islands of the West, defeated
by Faramarz; their name translates as ‘elephant-ears’
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Piltan - epithet of Rostam, meaning ‘elephant-body’

Qaf - mythological mountain on the edge of the world or the mountain-
range surrounding the world

Qannowj - city in northern India; seat of the Raja; conquered by Fara-
marz

Qirwan - country at the western end of the world, visited by Faramarz
during his journeys; was previously conquered by Garshasp; its name
means ‘horizon’ or ‘end of the earth’

Qolan - warrior in the service of Toworg

Raja - ruler of India, is defeated by Faramarz and submits himself to the
Iranian king

Rakhsh - Rostam’s horse

Ray-barin - a place in India, mentioned as one of the places under the Rajas
command

Rostam - Iranian warrior, famous Shahndame hero and father of Faramarz; is
also called Tahamtan or Piltan (‘Elephant-bodied’)

Sam - great-grandfather of Faramarz, father of Zal. Also the name of the
son of Faramarz and Farturttsh’s daughter Areza.

Shahabad - capital city and residence of king Fartartash; its name means
‘dwelling of the king’

Shide - Taranian prince, son of Afrasiyab

Shirmard - Taranian warrior dispatched by Afrasiyab to assist Toworg; is
defeated by Faramarz

Shira(y) - Iranian army leader in the service of Faramarz, fights Maharak.
The same name also appears once in the text as that of an ancestor of
Shirmard.

Simorgh - huge mythical bird (whose name literally means ‘thirty-birds’);
known from the Shahndme as having raised Zal (after he had been rejected
as a baby by his father Sam because of his white hair) and thereafter a
couple of times coming to his assistance in times of trouble

Sind - province in western India

Sistan — province in south-east Iran, homelands of the family of Rostam,
who are the noble rulers of this domain; more or less used synonymously
with Zabolestan or Nimraz

Siyah-diw (or Siyah-diw) - ‘Black Demon, whom Faramarz defeats in the
lands of the East and who guides him through his seven trials to the court
of the fairy king Fartartash

Siyawakhsh - son of Keykawos; was killed whilst living at the Taranian court

Sortish - an angel from Persian folklore, with Zoroastrian origins, who
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often appears as a messenger from God; will also announce the Day of
Resurrection

Tahamtan - alternative name of Rostam

Tahmaras - ancient Iranian king, father of Jamshid

Tajana - army leader in service of the Raja; is defeated by Faramarz

Tohan - Indian noble, is appointed king of Kashmir by Faramarz after
MaharaK’s death

Tokhwar - Iranian army leader in the service of Faramarz

Toworg — commander of Khargah, a kinsman and ally of Afrasiyab; is killed
by Faramarz

Taran - country to the north-east of Iran and its centuries-long arch-enemy

Tas - Iranian warrior of the Shahname, son of king Nowzar. Also the name
of a town in Iran (near modern-day Mashhad) and the place of origin of
the poet Ferdowsi.

Zabol, Zabolestan — province in south-east Iran, ruled by the noble family
of Rostam; used more or less synonymously with Sistan

Zahhak - tyrant Arabian king who usurped the Iranian throne and ruled for
a thousand years, until he was overthrown by Fereydiin

Zal - father of Rostam and grandfather of Faramarz; also referred to as
Dastan; known for his white hair, with which he was born

Zange-Shawran - Iranian warrior of the Shahname

Zangis (sg. Zangi) — name of a people of black savages in an undefined
country in the West

Zaware - brother of Rostam and father of Homaytn
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