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WILLEM J. AERTS studied classical philology at the State University
of Amsterdam (1945-1951) and gained his PhD (cum laude) with a
thesis “Periphrastica. An investigation into the use of einai and echein
as auxiliaries or pseudo-auxiliaries in Greek from Homer up to the
present day” (1965). He was lecturer (1967-1980) and professor
(1980-1990) of Byzantine and Modern Greek at the State University
of Groningen. His major publications include Michaelis Pselli,
Historia Syntomos, editio princeps (CFHB 30), Berlin 1990,
‘Panorama der byzantinischen Literatur’ in: Neues Handbuch der
Literaturwissenschaft 4, Spatantike (eds. L.J. Engels & H. Hofmann)
1997 (635-716), Die Apokalypse des Pseudo-Methodius; die &ltesten
griechischen und lateinischen Ubersetzungen, I, 1l (eds. W.J. Aerts &
G.A.A. Kortekaas), Louvain 1998, and Lexicon on the Chronicle of
Morea (W.J Aerts & H. Hokwerda) Groningen 2002. At present he is
preparing a new edition of the Byzantine Alexander Poem (text and
commentary).

FAUSTINA C.W. DOUFIKAR-AERTS gained her PhD at Leiden
University in 2003 with the thesis Alexander Magnus Arabicus, a
study on Alexander the Great in Arabic literature. Since 2003 she has
been a researcher at Leiden University for the project ‘Alexander the
Great: a Muslim in Disguise. An approach to unravelling the process
of socio-cultural changes and intercultural interactions as reflected in
the recently discovered Arabic Alexander Romance of Pseudo-
Callisthenes,” and is preparing a first edition and translation of this
text. She has published numerous articles, including ‘The Last Days of
Alexander in a popular Romance of Alexander,” in The Ancient Novel
and Beyond, eds. S. Panayotakis, M. Zimmerman, W. Keulen,
Leiden/Boston 2003, 23-35; ‘Sirat Al-Iskandar: an Arabic Popular
Romance of Alexander,” Oriente Moderno, Studies on Arabic Epics,
ed. G. Canova, 22, 2 (83) n.s. (2003), 505-520; and ‘Alexander the
Flexible Friend. Some Reflections on the Representation of Alexander
the Great in the Arabic Alexander Romance,” Journal of Eastern
Christian Studies, 55, 3-4 (2003), 195-210.
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W.P. GERRITSEN holds the Scaliger chair for the "Theory and
History of Philology,” at Leiden University. He studied Dutch
language and literature in Utrecht and medieval literature at the
Sorbonne. For the past few years, his research has focused on the
following three fields: (a) the role of the medieval art of memory (ars
memorativa) as a formative principle in the creation of literary works;
(b) the cultural history of the unicorn, from pre-historic times to the
present (a monograph in English on this subject will appear soon); and
(c) the theory and history of philology, with special attention to the
manuscript transmission of classical and medieval medieval literary
works. His publications include: A Dictionary of Medieval Heroes:
Characters in Medieval Narrative Traditions and their Afterlife in
Literature, Theatre and the Visual Arts, Willem P. Gerritsen &
Anthony van Melle (eds.), translated from the Dutch by Tanis Guest,
Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, (2000); Willem Wilmink and W.P.
Gerritsen, De reis van Sint Brandaan. Een reisverhaal uit de twaalfde
eeuw, translated by Willem Wilmink, introduction by W.P. Gerritsen,
accompanied by an edition of the Middle Dutch text based on the
Comburg manuscript, Amsterdam: Ooievaar, 2000; W.P. Gerritsen &
Willem Wilmink, Lyrische lente. Liederen en gedichten uit het
Middeleeuwse Europa. Met transcripties en melodieén door C.
Vellekoop, Amsterdam: Bert Bakker, 2000; W.P. Gerritsen,
Middeleeuwse toestanden. Essays in miniatuur, Amsterdam: Bert
Bakker, 2000; The alphabet as search instrument. Reflections on the
history of the alphabetical index, Leiden: Primavera, 2003. ‘De
lotgevallen van een Propertius-handschrift (Leiden, UB, Voss.Lat .O.
38)’, in Bronnen van kennis. Wetenschap, kunst en cultuur in de
collecties van de Leidse Universiteitsbibliotheek (Leiden: Primavera
Pers, 2006).

JOHAN G.J. TER HAAR is professor emeritus of Persian Studies at
Leiden University. The main subjects of his research are Shiite Islam
and Islamic mysticism. His publications include Follower and Heir of
the Prophet. Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (1564-1624) as Mystic, Leiden
1992; De Regels van de Perzische grammatica, Leiden 1993 [A Per-
sian grammar, in Dutch] and Volgelingen van de imam. Een
kennismaking met de sji‘itische islam, Amsterdam 1995 [A general
introduction to Shiite Islam, in Dutch].
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ASAD JABER trained at the Teachers’ Training College in Haifa and
subsequently studied psychology at the University of Haifa for three
years. He taught at various Arab and Jewish schools in Haifa. He
studied Arabic and Semitic languages at the University of Leiden,
where he graduated in 1988. Since 1979, he has worked as a part-time
lecturer in Arabic at the University of Leiden. He teaches Arabic
language courses (Standard Arabic, Palestinian dialect, and Egyptian
dialect) and courses on modern Arabic Literature. He is currently
working on a thesis “Politics and Literature: the case of Emil Habibi.”
His publications include a revised Dutch translation of the Quran (De
Koran: uit het Arabisch vertaald door J. H. Kramers. Edited by Asad
Jaber and Johannes J.G. Jansen, Amsterdam: Agon, 1992; He has also
translated several books from Arabic to Dutch, among which
Nederland en de Arabische Wereld: van Middeleeuwen tot Twintigste
Eeuw, Wetenschap-Taal-Handel-Cultuur-Kunst, ed., N. van Dam et
al, Gent: 1987; Dwaallicht: Tien Iraakse dichters in Nederland,
Groningen, 2006.

SEN R.M. MCGLINN was born in New Zealand and has lived in the
Netherlands since 1989. He holds a BA with first-class honours in
English language and literature at the University of Otago in New
Zealand, and an MA cum laude in Islamic studies from Leiden
University in the Netherlands. He also has a partially completed BA in
Christian Theology at the University of Otago, and is currently
studying political philosophy at Leiden. He has published articles in
journals such as the Bahai Studies Review, the Journal of Church and
State and Social Compass, and has contributions in books in the fields
of Bahai Studies and the sociology of religion. His Master’s
dissertation, Church and State: a postmodern political theology (book
1) was published in 2005, and he is currently working on books 2 and
3, on Bahai ecclesiology and political philosophy respectively.

REMKE KRUK (1942) is professor of Arabic Language and
Civilization at Leiden University. Before her appointment to the
Leiden chair in 1990 she taught for many years at the University of
Utrecht. She has published on a wide variety of subjects. Among her
research fields are the Graeco-Arabic tradition of natural philosophy,
with a special focus on the biological tradition (starting with a critical
edition: The Arabic Version of Aristotle's Parts of Animals: Book
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XI-XIV of the Kitab al-Hayawan Amsterdam, Oxford 1979); and
Arabic popular epic (she wrote a series of articles on the role of
women in these epics, starting with ‘Warrior women in Arabic
popular romance: Qannasa bint Muzéhim and other valiant ladies’
Journal of Arabic Literature XXIV, 1993, 3, pp. 213-30; XXV, 1994,
1. 16-33). She has also translated several medieval Arabic works into
Dutch, including Ibn Hazm’s Tawq al-hamama (with J.J. Witkam),
Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy ibn Yagzan, and 1bn Rushd’s Fasl al-maqal.

ALl ASGHAR SEYED-GOHRAB is the acting head of the
department of Persian Studies at Leiden University. He studied
English language and literature (M.A.) at the Vrije Universiteit in
Amsterdam, and Persian language and culture at Leiden University
(M.A)). He completed his Ph.D. at Leiden University, with
specializations in Persian literature and mysticism. He has received
several awards for his scholarly work, and in 2006 he was appointed a
Fellow of the Young Academy of the Royal Netherlands Academy of
Arts and Sciences (KNAW). He has published several books, articles
and translations on various aspects of classical and modern Iranian
culture, including Layli and Majnun: Love, Madness and Mystic
Longing in Nizami's Epic Romance, Leiden: Brill. (2003); Jamali
Dehlawi: The Mirror of Meanings, translated with an introduction and
glossary, Costa Mesa, California, Mazda Publishers, (with the critical
Persian text prepared by N. Pourjavady, 2002); ‘Majnun's Image as a
Serpent” in The Poetry of Nizami Ganjavi: Knowledge, Love, and
Rhetoric, eds. J.W. Clinton & K. Talattof, New York: Palgrave, 2000.
He has also published several Dutch translations of works by F.
Farrokhzad, A. Shamlu, S. Sepehri, Sh. Parsipour, H. Golshiri and N.
Naderpur.

HARRY STROOMER is Professor of Afro-Asiatic languages, in
particular Berber and South Semitic. He is a field-work oriented
descriptive linguist focussing on linguistic diversity in North Africa
and the Middle East. He has a warm interest in local cultures, material
culture and linguistic anthropology. He has done fieldwork in Egypt,
Kenya, Somalia, Morocco and Yemen, and has studied languages in
the Semitic, Cushitic and Berber group of the Afroasiatic language
family. Among his publications are A Grammar of Boraana Oromo,
published as Volume 11 of the Cushitic Language Studies, edited by

156



https://doi.org/10.1515/9789400600119 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

Hans-Jirgen Sasse, Koln, Rudiger Koppe-Verlag 1995; Mehri texts
from Oman, based on the field materials of Prof. T.M. Johnstone,
Wiesbaden, Harrassowitz 1999; An anthology of Tashelhiyt Berber
Folktales (South Morocco), Koln, Koppe Verlag, 2001.

EDWIN WIERINGA (PhD with highest honours, University of
Leiden 1994) holds the Chair of Indonesian Philology and Islamic
Studies at the University of Cologne. He has wide-ranging interests in
both literary and religious studies, and has published numerous studies
on Malay and Indonesian textual traditions. His most recent
publications include ‘Acehnese,” in: Kees Versteegh (ed.),
Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics (Leiden/Boston:
Brill, 2006), pp. 5-12 and ‘Moral education through Islamic songs in
twentieth-century Java,” in: Glenda Abramson and Hilary Kilpatrick
(eds.), Religious perspectives in modern Muslim and Jewish
literatures (London/New York: Routledge, 2006), pp. 90-111.
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