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Die politischen Entwicklungen in der Türkei, 
aber in der Folge auch die bilateralen Bezie-
hungen zwischen Deutschland und der Tür-
kei, waren im vergangenen Jahrzehnt durch 
zumeist negative Dynamiken geprägt. Die 
Autokratisierung der Türkei führte nicht nur 
zur Belastung der zwischenstaatlichen Bezie-
hungen, sondern auch des gesellschaftlichen 
Klimas im Einwanderungsland Deutschland. 
Zugleich stellte sich wiederholt die Frage 
nach Fremdenfeindlichkeit und Rassismus 
in Deutschland. Dabei ist anzunehmen, dass 

Wechselwirkungen zwischen der Wahrneh-
mung von Benachteiligung in Deutschland 
und dem Zuspruch zu Erdoğan und seiner 
Inszenierung als „Anwalt der TürkInnen“ in 
Deutschland möglicherweise anfällig für 
populistische Versprechungen und türkisch-
nationalistische Identitätsstiftung machen.

Die empirische Studie untersucht den Einfl uss 
politischer Einstellungen auf Migrationsent-
scheidungen Türkeistämmiger der Nachfolge-
generationen in Nordrhein-Westfalen, die in 
die Türkei übersiedeln wollen.
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The Use of Probate Inventories (tereke) of Grocers as a Source  
for the Food Consumption of Urban Ottomans: The Case of 
Eighteenth-Century Ankara 

Abstract 

Although food consumption among urban people in Ottoman history remains an under re-
searched area, there is a growing body of literature on the food consumption of those living in 
the palace and among the elite. This asymmetry is in parallel with the lack of historical docu-
ments. This means that while there is a wide range of historical sources corresponding with the 
studies concerning the elite’s food consumption, there is a lack of archival documents that can 
shed light on urban people. Within this framework, this study suggests using the probate inven-
tories of grocers, who were scattered around the neighbourhoods and kept a wide range of prod-
ucts in their shops.  

Keywords: food consumption, grocers, probate inventories, grocery shops, Ottoman Empire 

1. Introduction 

In the year of 1754 a grocer (Bakkal) called Ali Beşe, who lived in the İğneci neighbour-
hood of Ankara, passed away.1 Thereupon, his wife Amine and his daughters Saime, 
Hadice and Vahide, as well as his sister Aişe, applied to Ankara kadship in order to 
portion Bakkal Ali Beşe’s inheritance according to the Islamic laws, and to constitute 
his probate inventory (tereke). Kassam, the official of the local court attendant who im-
plemented the Islamic laws in inheritance issues, registered Ali Beşe’s private belong-
ings. There were several types of garments, such as a loose robe, a sash, a fur, and plenty 
of household goods like pile rugs, bolsters, candlesticks, coffee pot, etc. Thereafter, the 
kassam enlisted the goods in the grocery shop (bakkal) of Ali Beşe by noting the sen-
tence at the top “müteveffā-y meẕbūruñ dükkānnda mevcūd baḳḳāl eşyāsdr ki ber vech-i ātī 
ẕikr olunur”, which means “the goods found in the mentioned deceased person’s gro-
cery shop are as follows”. Subsequently, a new list was compiled by the kassam, includ-
ing the goods that existed in the grocery shop. According to this list, 28 different food-
stuffs were found in the shop, including honey, almonds, rice, figs, walnuts, raisins, 
garlic, and different types of oil. Lastly, the kassam registered the expenditures and some 
taxes of Ali Beşe that had to be paid from his inheritance, and then divided the remain-
ing residue among his five heirs.  

 
1  ACR No: 825, 60a-1. 
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