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Preface

Simon Schrör & Herbert Zech

In 2025, we are in the midst of the European Union's proclaimed "Digital
Decade". With its ambitious and multi-layered policy program, the EU
Commission is planning a framework - not only regulatory - to accompany
and contain Europe's digital transformation. This undertaking alone raises
many interesting questions for the legal and social sciences in the broadest
sense. After all, as scientists we do not operate in a space untouched by
regulation: data protection regulations, data governance, copyright law,
AI regulation and many other provisions not only influence our practical
everyday work, but also the subjects we research. A certain knowledge of
relevant regulations, their genesis, structure and interactions with state law
is increasingly necessary, even outside the legal academia, to ensure valid
and excellent research.

The EU's digital decade represents a far-reaching transformation pro‐
cess that makes cross-disciplinary research imperative. The complex inter‐
actions between technology, society, economy, law and science require a
comprehensive approach that goes beyond the boundaries of individual
disciplines. Such an approach presents a promising pathway for a compre‐
hensive analysis and normative evaluation of the social, ethical, political,
and, not least, scientific implications of digitization (and its regulation).
Critical monitoring of EU regulatory proposals is of central scientific im‐
portance in this context. It ensures that political decisions are based on
sound knowledge and that potential risks are minimized. These are all
major demands and challenges facing scientists today.

Until now, however, there has been a lack of interdisciplinary introducto‐
ry literature to help researchers deal with these new, and often evolving
regulations. Rita Gsenger and Marie-Therese Sekwenz, together with the
contributors to this volume, are now filling that gap. The edited volume
"Digital Decade: How the EU shapes digitalization research" offers intro‐
ductions to the most important digital regulations of the EU and combines
accessibility with in-depth knowledge of the relevant laws and regulations.

It should be emphasized that the genesis of the anthology itself aris‐
es from a community that sees interdisciplinary research and transdisci‐
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plinary dialogue as an important means to a comprehensive understanding
of digital regulation and its impact. The editors and authors deserve great
thanks for the rapid completion of the book, the contents of which were
discussed and compiled at an interdisciplinary workshop at the Weizen‐
baum Institute in Berlin in the fall of 2024. Readers will find a carefully
curated overview and introduction to the most important EU regulatory
proposals, as well as methodological notes and research demands.

Preface

6

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748943990-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748943990-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Table of Contents

Rita Gsenger & Marie-Therese Sekwenz
Introduction 9

Catrien Bijleveld
Methods for Empirical Legal Research 21

Hannah Ruschemeier & Jascha Bareis
Searching for Harmonised Rules: Understanding the Paradigms,
Provisions, and Pressing Issues in the Final EU AI Act 41

Jorge Constantino
Accountable AI: It Takes Two to Tango 95

Marie-Therese Sekwenz & Rita Gsenger
The Digital Services Act: Online Risks, Transparency and Data
Access 115

Pascal Schneiders & Lena Auler
The Digital Services Act – An Appropriate Response to Online Hate
Speech? 141

Liza Herrmann
The Brave Little Tailor v. Digital Giants: A Fairy-Tale Analysis of the
Social Character of the DMA 179

Valerie Albus
Eyes Shut, Fingers Crossed: The EU’s Governance of Terrorist
Content Online under Regulation 2021/784 209

Max van Drunen
What the Political Advertising Regulation Can Do for Researchers
(and Vice Versa) 233

7

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748943990-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748943990-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Lisa Völzmann
The EU Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market 255

Adelaida Afilipoaie & Heritiana Ranaivoson
The European Media Freedom Act. A Redoubt for Pluralism in an
Increasingly Concentrated Landscape 273

Lucie Antoine
The Data Governance Act – Is “Trust” the Key for Incentivising Data
Sharing? 311

Nik Roeingh & David Wagner
The Open Data Directive: Potential and Pitfalls for the Social
Sciences 343

Prisca von Hagen
Internet of Things Data within the Context of the Data Act: Between
Opportunities and Obstacles 371

Julia Krämer
EU Data Protection Law in Action: Introducing the GDPR 393

Lisa Markschies
The European Health Data Space: The Next Step in Data Regulation 425

Lucas Lasota
The CRA and the Challenges of Regulating Cybersecurity in Open
Environments: The Case of Free and Open Source Software 445

Eyup Kun
Unpacking the NIS 2 Directive: Enhancing EU Cybersecurity for the
Digital Age 479

Author Biographies 513

Abbreviations and Acronyms 521

Table of Contents

8

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748943990-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748943990-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

