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Clare Beghtol. (2001). Knowledge Representation and
Organization in the Iter Project: A Web-Based Digital
Library for Scholars of the Middle Ages and Renaissance
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ABSTRACT: The Iter Project (“iter” means “path” or
“journey” in Latin) is an internationally supported non-
profit research project created with the objective of provid-
ing electronic access to all kinds and formats of materials
that relate to the Middle Ages and Renaissance (400-1700)
and that were published between 1700 and the present.
Knowledge representation and organization decisions for
the Project were influenced by its potential international
clientele of scholarly users, and these decisions illustrate the
importance and efficacy of collaboration between special-
ized users and information professionals. The paper out-
lines the scholarly principles and information goals of the
Project and describes in detail the methodology developed
to provide reliable and consistent knowledge representation
and organization for one component of the Project, the Iter
Bibliography. Examples of fully catalogued records for the
Iter Bibliography are included.

Pauline Rafferty. (2001). The Representation of Knowledge
in Library Classification Schemes. Knowledge Organization,
28(4). 180-191. 18 refs.

ABSTRACT: This article explores the representation of
knowledge through the discursive practice of  ‘general’ or
‘universal’ classification schemes. These classification
schemes were constructed within a philosophical frame-
work which viewed ‘man’ as the central focus in the uni-
verse, which believed in progress through science and re-
search, and which privileged written documentation over
other forms.  All major classification schemes are built on
clearly identifiable systems of knowledge, and all classifica-
tion schemes, as discursive formations, regulate the ways in
which knowledge is made accessible.  Of particular interest
in determining how knowledge is represented in classifica-
tion schemes are the following:

– Main classes: classification theorists have attempted to
‘discipline epistemology’ in the sense of imposing main
class structures with the view to simplifying access to
knowledge in documents for library users.

– Notational language: a number of classification theo-
rists were particularly interested in the establishment of
symbolic languages through notation.

The article considers these aspects of classification theory in
relation to: the Dewey Decimal Classification scheme; Ot-
let and La Fontaine’s Universal Bibliographic Classification
and the International Institute of Bibliography; Henry
Evelyn Bliss’s Bibliographic Classification; and S.R. Ranga-
nathan’s Colon Classification.

Richard P. Smiraglia. (2001). Works as Signs, Symbols, and
Canons: The Epistemology of the Work. Knowledge Or-
ganization, 28(4). 192-202. 45 refs.

ABSTRACT: Works are key entities in the universe of re-
corded knowledge. Works are those deliberate creations
(known variously as opera, oeuvres, Werke, etc.) that con-
stitute individual sets of created conceptions that stand as
the formal records of knowledge. In the information re-
trieval domain, the work as opposed to the document, has
only recently received focused attention. In this paper, the
definition of the work as an entity for information retrieval
is examined. A taxonomic definition (that is, a definition
built around a taxonomy) is presented. An epistemological
perspective aids in understanding the components of the
taxonomic definition. Works, thus defined as entities for in-
formation retrieval, are seen to constitute sets of varying in-
stantiations of abstract creations. These variant instantia-
tions must be explicitly identified in future systems for
documentary information retrieval. An expanded percep-
tion of works, such as that presented in this paper, helps us
understand the variety of ways in which mechanisms for
their control and retrieval might better be shaped in future.
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Scope

The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous pre-
sent times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended to
control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abundance
of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions to
the ordering problem and thus of improved classification sys-
tems, methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen sig-
nificance. For many years now they have been in the focus of
interest of information scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various
fields such as

philosophy and science of science
science policy and science organization
mathematics, statistics and computer science
library and information science
archivistics and museology
journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodity science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has been
serving as a common platform for the discussion of both theo-
retical background questions and practical application prob-
lems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from many
countries comment on questions of an adequate structuring and
construction of ordering systems and on the problems of their
use in opening the information contents of new literature, of
data collections and survey, of tabular works and of other ob-
jects of scientific interest. Their contributions have been con-
cerned with

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data
analysis and reduction)

(2) describing practical operations connected with indexing/
classification, as well as applications of classification sys-
tems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and meth-
odology

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classifi-
cation

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminology
in general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is meant to be a
programme for the improvement of classification methods and
processes, a forum for discussion for all those interested in the
organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field scale,
using concept-analytical and/or concept-synthetical approaches as
well as numerical procedures and comprising also the intellectual
and automatic compilation and use of classification systems and
thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special attention being
given to the problems of terminology.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original arti-
cles, reports on conferences and similar communications, the
Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge Organi-
zation (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classification Re-
search of the International Federation for Information and
Documentation (FID/CR News) as well as book reviews, letters
to the editor, and an extensive annotated bibliography of recent
classification and indexing literature, covering some 500 items in
each issue.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of library
and information science, in the hands of everybody interested in
the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office for updat-
ing information on any topic related to the problems of order in
our information-flooded times.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1973 by
an international group of scholars with a consulting board of edi-
tors representing the world’s regions, the special classification
fields, and the subject areas involved. From 1974-1980 it was pub-
lished by K.G. Saur Verlag, München. Back issues of 1978-1992
are available from ERGON-Verlag, too. (The 14 volumes of
1978-1992 are offered now at the highly reduced price of DM
200,-)

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has become
the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO) and is included for
every ISKO-member, personal or institutional in the member-
ship fee (US $ 55/US $ 110).

Rates: From 2001 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes) DM
179,- (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see above.
ERGON-Verlag, Grombühlstr. 7, GER-97080 Würzburg;
Phone: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872; E-mail: ER-
GON-Verlag@t-online.de; http://www.ergon-verlag.de

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Referativnyi
Zhurnal Informatika and in the following online databases: Information
Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information Science Abstracts
(LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL and Sociological Abstracts.
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