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are dis-empowered by gender hierarchies, racism, classism, homophobia, and 
-

counteract those structural hierarchies. Third, I will argue that epistemological 

-
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This model includes questions about the cell, the organism, the psyche, person-

shows that not only our apparatuses and concepts shape the results, but that 

WHAT IS DIFFRACTION? WHAT IS AN 
APPARATUS? WHAT IS MATTER?

-

-

-

picture: 
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Bodies that matter

-
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In her book Undoing Gender -

out in social practice and reidealized and reinstituted in and through the 

This means that, according to Butler, gender is neither something one has or is, 
-

has to understand not only how the so-called social is related to the so-called 
-

ties and masculinities are produced through these relations. 
-

‘Gender Reg-
ulations’ -

-

-
ity and masculinity: 

-
tus by which such terms are deconstructed and denaturalized. Indeed, it 
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-
-

-

In her book Meeting the universe halfway

-

-

brittlestar: She asks crucial questions about bonding, belonging, and boundar-

becomes blurred: 

-
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does not require physical contiguity.” The crucial question seems to concern 
-

-

constitutes at the same time, the epistemic subject.

epistemology to understand matter, including the gendered body, as a dynam-

-

matter and non-organic matter, as well as those between the organism and the 

relationality and attachment. In this way, the current binary gender system, 
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the phenomenon produced in the epistemic process as the apparatus is installed. 
-

lected or measured within a certain established apparatus, nor to the interpreta-

-

-

-

But does this lead to a new feminist materialism 

ma-
terial feminism

-

-

-
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-

-

-

isolatable in the research process. It enables the notion that processes, materi-

-
-

MATERIAL INTERRELATIONS:  
MACHINES AND HUMANS?

-
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-

-

humans and machines, because human agency is not always intentional, and 

-
-

-

-
rialization, in which meanings can change. This means that although newly de-

-

-
ing their gendered meaning, through their interaction. 

-
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BEYOND THE ‘RODENT’S TALE’

critical site where the material and the social interact? The biologist Anne 
-

th century history 

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

connects questions about the cell, the organism, the psyche, the person to per-
son relationships, the culture, and the history on a larger scale. She consid-

processes are closely tied to so-called social and cultural processes. We are 
-

does not only necessitate an interdisciplinary approach. It needs transdisci-
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CONCLUSION

-
search to empower those who are dis-empowered by gender hierarchies, rac-

in structural hierarchies. The discussion in this chapter suggests that it is chal-

-
-

-

-

share which encompasses not only all human beings, but also non-human 
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-
-

-

-

a new way through epistemic negotiation. Or, to put it another way, a change 

-

-

REFERENCES

Material Feminisms. Bloomington/In-

Press.
 New 

York: Routledge.

https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


WALTRAUD ERNST162

Undoing Gender. New York/

Hegemony and 
 Aldershot: 

Ashgate.
-

sciousness. Feminist Studies

Neuroreport

-
New York: Basic Books. 

 Durham/London: Duke Uni-

Simians, Cyborgs, and Women. The Reinvention of Nature. 
London: Routledge. 

Modest_Witness@Second_Millennium.FemaleMan©_
Meets_OncoMouseTM: Feminism and Technoscience. New York/London: 
Routledge.

Geschlechtergeschichte als Gesellschaftsgeschichte. Gött-

States of Knowledge: The Co-Production of Science 
and Social Order. New York: Routledge.

Beyond Barbie and 
Mortal Kombat. New Perspectives on Gender and Gaming. Cambridge, 
MA: The MIT Press.

GeschlechtSverkehrt. Theoretische und literarische Perspe-
ktiven des gender-bending. 

Feminist Theory 

Kritikos. An inter-

and image

A Reader. 

https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


DIFFRACTION PATTERNS? SHIFTING GENDER NORMS 163

Feminist Theory

Trondheim: Tapir Academic Press.

Actions. 2nd

Science as 
Culture 

-
 Lon-

https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839424346.147
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

