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I

Students of the history of polemics between Jews and Muslims have long been
aware of an encounter between the Twelver Shi‘i scholar Sayyid Muhammad Ma-
hdi al-Burgjirdi al-Tabataba’i (“Bahr al-‘ulum”, 1155/1742-1212/1797)! and the
Jews of Dhu I-Kifl, a town located twenty miles south of Hilla between Najaf and
Kerbala, that took place in the year 1211/1796. Moritz Steinschneider included an
entry on an account of the debate in his Polemische und apologetische Literatur in
arabischer Sprache zwischen Muslimen, Christen und Juden, mentioning a manuscript
preserved in the British Museum.?2 On the basis of this manuscript, Moshe

*

1

The acquisition of manuscript materials and research was generously supported by a grant
from the Gerda-Henkel Foundation.

On him, see Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir al-KhVansari, Rawdat al-jannit fi abwal al-ulam@’
wa-l-sadat 1-8, Qum 1392/1987, vol. 7, pp. 203-16 no. 625; Mirza Muhammad b. Sulay-
man al-Tunkabuni, Qisas al-‘ulama’, eds. Muhammad Rida Barzgar Khaliqgi and “Iffat Kar-
basi, Tehran 1383[/2004 or 2005], pp. 211-18 no. 28; Ayat Allah b. Muhammad Hasan al-
Mamaqani, Hadha Kitab Tanqgih al-maqal fi abwal al-rijal 1-3, Najaf 1349-52[/1930/31-
1933/34], vol. 3, pp. 260f.; ‘Abbas b. Muhammad Rida al-Qummi, Fawa’id al-Ridawiyab fi
abwal ‘ulam@® al-madbbab al-Jafariyya, Tehran [1327/1948], pp. 676-82; Muhammad °Ali
al-Tabrizi, Raybanat al-adab fi tardjim al-marifin bi-tkunya aw al-lagab 1-8, Tabriz 3[1346-
49/1967-70], vol. 1, pp. 234f.; al-Sayyid Muhsin al-Amin, A%an al-shi‘a 1-11, ed. Hasan al-
Amin, Beirut 1403/1983, vol. 10, pp. 158-63; Muhammad ‘Ali Mu‘allim Habibabadi,
Makarim al-athar dar abwal-i rijal-i dawra-yi Qgiar: Mushtamil bar tarajim va sharb-i apval
a%yan-i rijal-i Gimi zaman-i Qajariyya az ‘uwlama’ va hukama’ va ‘wraf@’ va shu‘ar@ va salatin-i
Lslami va mashabir-i mustashrigin, Isfahan 1337-[/1958-], vol. 2, pp. 414-27. — See also R.D.
McChesney, “The Life and Intellectual Development of an Eighteenth Century Shi‘i
Scholar Sayyid Muhammad Mahdi Tabataba’i ‘Bahr al-Ulum’,” Folia Orientalia 22 (1981-
84), pp. 163-84; Muhammad Rida Ansari, “Bahr al-‘ulim, Sayyid Muhammad Mahdi b.
Murtada,” Danishnama-yi jaban-i islam [Encyclopaedia of the World of Islam (in Persian)], vol. 2,
pp- 300-302; H. Algar, “Bahr al-‘olum,” Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 3, p. 504; Robert Gleave,
“Bahr al-‘ulim Muhammad Mahdi al-Tabataba’i,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2009-3,
pp. 148-50 with further references.

ADD 7685. See Moritz Steinschneider, Polemische und apologetische Literatur in arabischer
Sprache zwischen Muslimen, Christen und Juden, nebst Anhingen verwandten Inbalts, Leipzig
1877 [reprinted Hildesheim 1966], p. 156 no. 133e.
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Perlmann provided a comprehensive summary and partial edition of the text of
the account in an article published in 1942.3 The complete account of the debate
was included in the editors’ introduction to Rgal al-Sayyid Babr al-‘uliim, pub-
lished in 1965,* and in 1999, Vera B. Moreen published an annotated English
translation of the text based upon this version.®> Not having had access to the
manuscripts, Moreen suggested that the text merely constituted a literary adapta-
tion of the encounter and that there circulated in addition - or rather prior to it -
an earlier and more authentic report of the debate.

The numerous references to the debate in the Twelver ShiT biographical litera-
ture also show that the event was well known to later Imami authors. The major-
ity of sources add that eventually the Jews were convinced to convert to Islam or,
more specifically, Twelver Shi‘ism, while no such outcome is mentioned in the
extant account of the debate. On the other hand, the biographical sources state
nothing as to the manner of the genesis and early transmission of the account(s)
of the debate.”

The issue of its transmission is addressed by Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani in his ak
Dbharia ila tasanif al-shi‘a, in which he devotes two entries to the debate, suggesting
that there may have been two recensions of the account that originate with two of
Bahr al-‘ulum’s students, viz. Muhammad Sa‘id b. Muhammad Yasuf al-Dinawari
al-Qaracha-daghi (d. 1250/1834-35) and al-Sayyid Muhammad b. Jawad al-“Amili
al-Najafi (d. end of 1226/1811-12).> However, Agha Buzurg’s wording leaves room

Moshe Perlmann, “A Late Muslim Jewish Disputation,” Proceedings of the American Academy

for Jewish Research 12 (1942), pp. 51-58. - Perlmann had also briefly touched upon this tract

in his dissertation, A Study of Muslim polemics directed against Jews. Thesis submitted to the

University of London for the degree of Ph.D. (internal) in History, Faculty of Arts, Sep-

tember 1940, p. 90.

Rijal al-Sayyid Bapr al-“uliim al-ma‘rif bi-l-Fawi'id al-rijaliyya 1-4, t2°lif Sayyid al-t3’ifa Ayat

Allah al-‘uzma al-Sayyid Muhammad Mahdi Bahr al-‘ulam al-Tabataba’i, eds. Muham-

mad Sadiq Bahr al-‘ulam and Husayn Bahr al-‘ulam, Najaf 1385/1965, vol. 1, pp. 50-66.

5 Vera B. Moreen, “A Shi‘i-Jewish ‘Debate’ (Mundzara) in the Eighteenth Century,” Journal of
the American Oriental Society 119 (1999), pp. 570-89.

6 Moreen, “A Shii-Jewish ‘Debate’,” pp. 572, 573.

7 See al-KhVansari, Rawdat aljannat, vol. 7, p. 213; Mu‘allim Habibabadi, Makarim al-athar,
vol. 2, p. 417; Tabrizi, Raybanat al-adab, vol. 1, p. 234; see also Moreen, “A Shi‘i-Jewish
‘Debate’,” p. 572, with further references. That the outcome of the debate was the conver-
sion of the Jews present to Islam, is also the view of the editors of Rijal Babr al-uliim, see
vol. 1, p. 50.

8 Dhari‘a, vol. 22, p. 303 no. 7197 (Munazarat al-Sayyid Babr al-<ulim al-Tabitabd’s ... ma‘a
ba‘'d ‘ulama’ al-yabhid fi Dbi Fkifl ... wa-I-nuskha mawyida fi maktabat al-Mawla Mubammad b.
al-Kbh®%ansari bi--Najaf allafaba  tilmidbubu  al-Shaykh Mubammad Sa‘id al-Dinawari al-
Qaracha-daghi al-Najafi). Muhammad Sa‘id al-Dinawari was later on the teacher of one of
the sons of Bahr al-‘ulum, Muhammad Rida (1189/1775-76-1253/1837-38), to whom he is-
sued an gaza. See Dharia, vol. 1, p. 196 no. 1019; vol. 11, p. 19 no. 100; vol. 13, p. 322
no. 1188.

9 Dharra, vol. 22, pp. 303-4 no. 7198 (Munazarat al-Sayyid Mahdi Bapr al-uliim ma‘a yahids fi

Dbi Lkifl min imla’ tilmidbibi al-Sayyid Mubammad Jawad al-“Amik).
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for interpretation. While he certainly inspected a manuscript of Dinawari’s recen-
sion in the library of al-Mawla Muhammad °Ali al-Kh¥ansari, as he quotes the -
cipit of the text from it,!0 it is not clear whether he saw the copy of Muhammad b.
Jawad’s recension of the account, which was transcribed by al-Mawla Ibrahim b.
Sa‘id al-Mukhassis in Kerbela on 26 Jumada II 1298/26 May 1881 and is part of
the collection of al-Sayyid Diya’ al-Din al-‘Allama al-Isfahani - the entry mentions
this manuscript yet includes no textual quotation, and Agha Buzurg does not indi-
cate any differences between this copy and the recension he ascribed to Dinawari.
Moreover, while in the case of Dinawari’s recension, Agha Buzurg states that he
had composed (allafaha) the text, he says of Muhammad Jawad al-‘Amili that he had
dictated the text (min iml@ ... al-Sayyid Mubammad Jawad al<Amili). It is therefore
not clear whether the second entry is to be taken to suggest that there circulated a
second, different recension of the text that had originated with Muhammad b.
Jawad al-‘Amili, or whether the two entries refer to one identical recension of the
text. Be this as it may, the suggestion that it was his students, rather than Bahr al-
‘ulum himself, who penned the record of the debate, fits the latter’s character as a
scholar. His biographers agree that his overall literary output was comparatively
limited and that quite a number of compositions attributed to him were in fact re-
corded by his students, particularly Muhammad b. Jawad.!!

That there were different recensions of the text is also suggested by the editors
of Ryal al-Sayyid Babr al-‘uliim who remark in general terms and without indicating
their source that “numerous students of Bahr al-‘ulam had recorded the debate”
(wa-la-gad sajjala nass al-munazara kathir min talamidhibi alladbin kani bi-khidmatibi
bina’idhin), that their teacher Muhammad Jawad Balaghi (d. 1932) had “seen and
corrected the[se records|” (wa-r@’aha wa-sabbahaba Shaykbuna l-mujahid Ayat Allah
al-thabat al-Hujja al-Shaykh Mubammad Jawad al-Balaght qaddasa sirrabu), and that
the text of the account that they enclose in their introduction constitutes the re-
cension of Muhammad Jawad al-‘Amili (wa-nabnu li-lnaf al-“amm nudriju nass al-
mundazara bi-tasjil tilmidhihi al-jalil al-Hujja al-Sayyid Mubammad Jawad al~Amili sahib
Mifiah al-karama).'? They add that the manuscript of the account, copied by the
hand of Muhammad Jawad Balaghi, is preserved in the library of al-Sayyid
Muhammad Sadiq Bahr al-‘ulum (1315/1897-98-1399/1978-79),13 and that this
copy has been mentioned by al-Sayyid “Ali b. Hadi Bahr al-‘ulum (1314/1896-97-

10
11
12

On the identity of this manuscript, see also below, Section II, manuscript no. 9.

See al-Amin, A%Yan al-shi‘a, vol. 10, p. 160, as well as the references given above in fn. 1.
Rijal al-Sayyid Bapr al-uliim, vol. 1, p. 50. - For a hagiographical account of the life of Mu-
hammad Jawad Balaghi, see www.allamehbalaghi.com/en/index.php [accessed 12/12/
2008].

On al-Sayyid Muhammad Sadiq and his library, see the editors’ introduction to Rijal Bapr
al-uliim, pp. 173-77. See also his jjaza aljalaliyya, issued for his student Muhammad Rida
al-Husayni al-Jalali on 26 Rabi® I 1394/19 April 1974, that is published in ‘Ulim al-hadith 7
xiv (1424/2003), pp. 253-302.

13
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1380/1960-61) in his biography of “our” Bahr al-“ulam, al-Lu’lu’ al-manzim.\* The
text of the account that is included in the introduction to Rijal al-Sayyid Babr al-
ulim is evidently exclusively based on this manuscript produced by Balaghi.

11

The popularity of the debate among Twelver Shi‘is throughout the 19t century
and possibly beyond is further attested by the numerous extant manuscript copies
of the account.® As far as these are dated, they are listed here in chronological
order. Manuscripts that were not available to us are indicated in square brackets:

1

2

Malik 3523/6, ff. 103b-107a, being part of a codex that was transcribed to-
wards the end of the 12th/18t% century [=¢].16

British Library ADD 7685, ff. 149a-155a [= J], copied in Rabi® II 1221/
June-July 1806.17

Majlis 4255/3, ff. 78b-86a [= <], copied by Husayn Chapifani in 1223/1808-
9.18

Mar‘ashi 5663/1, ff. 1b-5b [= 3|, copied by Mahmud b. ‘Ali Naqi al-Hasani
al-Husayni al-Tabataba’i on 15 Muharram 1248/14 June 1832 in Isfahan.!?

14

15

16

17

18

19

Rijal al-Sayyid Babr al-“uliim, vol. 1, p. 66. Al-Sayyid ‘Al’s al-Lw’lu’ al-manzim fi ahwal Babr
al-uliim (also known under the title Tarjamat al-Sayyid Mubammad Mahdi Bapr al-uliim) is
apparently extant in manuscript form only; see Dhari‘a, vol. 18, p. 387 no. 565. According
to Agha Buzurg, who has seen the text, it seems to contain the full account of the debate
and may provide additional information on the genesis and early transmission: wa-dhakara
Sfihi tamam risalat mundazaratibi ma‘a yabadi Dhi Lkifl. - On al-Sayyid “Alj, see also the edi-
tors’ introduction to Rijal Babr al-‘uliim, vol. 1, pp. 181ff.

Most of the following manuscripts have been listed in MuGam al-turath al-kalami. MuGam
yatanawalu dhikr asma@’ al-mw’allafat al-kalamiyya (al-makbtitat wa-I-mathi‘ar) ‘abra -qurin
wa-I-maktabat allati tatawaffiru fiha nusakbhiba 1-5, ed. al-Lajna al-‘ilmiyya fi mu’assassat al-
Imam al-Sadiq, Qum 1423/1381[/2002], under the titles Ibtal madbbhab al-yahid wa-I-
mubahatha ma‘hum and Munazara ma‘a ‘ulama’ al-yabid; see vol. 1, p. 107 no. 203; vol. 5,
p. 263 no. 11540. We wish to thank Hamed Naji Isfahani and Mohammad Soori who
helped us to obtain some of the manuscripts and Gregor Schwarb who provided us with
copies of some of the relevant manuscript catalogues.

Iraj Afshar and Muhammad Taqi Danishpazhah, Fibrisi-i kitabha-yi khatti-yi Kitabkbana-yi
Milli-yi Malik 1-12, Tehran 1352/1973-1375/1996, vol. 6, p. 464.

See Steinschneider, Polemische und apologetische Literatur, p. 156 no. 133e; Perlmann, “A Late
Muslim Disputation”; Subject-Guide to the Arabic Manuscripts in the British Library. Compiled
by Peter Stocks, edited by Colin F. Baker, London 2001, p. 96

‘Abd al-Husayn al-Ha’iri [et al.], Fibrist-i Kitabkbana-yi Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli 1-22, Tehran
1305-57/1926-78, vol. 11, pp. 271-72.

See Ahmad al-Husayni, Sayyid Mahmad Mar‘ashi Najafi [et al.], Fibrist-i Kitabkhana-yi
Umitmi-yi Hadrat-i Ayat Allah al-uzma Najafi Mar‘ashi 1-. Qum 1975-, vol. 15, pp. 63-64;
see also Ahmad al-Husayni, al-Turath al-arabi fi kbizanat makbtitat Maktabat Ayat Allah al-
Uzma al-Mar‘ashi al-Najafi 1-6, Qum 1414[/1993 or 1994], vol. 5, p. 231. See also www.
aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=168189 [accessed 2/6/2009].
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Mar‘ashi 10340/5, ff. 133a-139a [= ], copy completed on 24 Jumada II
1261/29 June 1845.20

Malik 2842/101, in the margin of pp. 163-170 [= <], copied in 1270/1853-54.
It is part of a codex copied by Abu l-Qasim Wafa between 1260/1844 and
1277/1860-61, yet it is not altogether certain whether the scribe of the mar-
ginal text is identical with the scribe of the main text of the codex.?!
al-Maktaba al-“‘Abbasiyya (Basra), majmi‘a H 57/1, copied by Salih b. Hajj
Mahmud Shakara, copy dated 15 Shawwal 1277/26 April 186122.]

Collection of al-Sayyid Diya’ al-Din al-“Allama al-Isfahani. Copied by al-
Mawla Ibrahim b. Sa“id al-Mukhassis in Kerbela on 26 Jumada II 1298/26
May 188123,]

Kitabkhana-yi Ayat Allah Fadil al-Khvansari (Kh¥ansar) 12/2, fols. 126a-132b
[pp- 250-261] [= #].2* The entire codex was copied in Najaf by the hand of
Muhammad ‘Ali Imami al-Khvansari al-Najafi and was completed on 16 Dhu
l-hijja 1299/29 October 1882. This manuscript is identical with the copy con-
sulted by Agha Buzurg.2> According to the catalogue, the name of the author
of the munazara is given as Shaykh Muhammad Sa“id al-Dinawari al-Qaracha-
daghi. As the latter’s name is not mentioned in the text, the likely source for
this information was Agha Buzurg.

Kitabkhana-yi Jami‘-i Gawharshad (Mashhad) 1619/2, ff. 44a-55b [= 3], cop-
ied apparently in the 13%/19t% century.26

Markaz-i ihya’-i mirath-i islami (Qum) 405; ff. 65a-74b [= &]. The copy is
neither dated nor is the identity of the scribe indicated.?”

20

21

22

23
24

25
26

See Husayni [et al.], Fibrist-i Kitabkhana ... Marashi, vol. 26, p. 284. See also www.
aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=175927 [accessed 2/6/2009].

Afshar and Danishpazhth, Fibrist-i kitabha-yi kbatti-yi Kitabkbana-yi Milli-yi Malik, vol. 6, p.
137. See also www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=139735 [accessed 2/6/
2009].

See Makbtitat al-Maktaba al-Abbasiyya fi I-Basra 1-2, ed. Markaz al-Khadamat wa-l-Abhath
al-Thaqafiyya, Beirut 1986, vol. 2, pp. 247f.

Mentioned by Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani in Dharia, vol. 22, pp. 303-4 no. 7198.

See Ja‘far Husayni, Fibrist-i nuskhab-ha-yi kbatti-i Kitabkhanah-i Ayat Allah Fazil Khvansari,
Kbvansar - Iran 1-2, Qum 1374[/1995], vol. 1, pp. 13-14. A reproduction of this manu-
script is preserved in the Markaz-i ihya’i mirath-i islami in Qum (shelfmark 514/2); see
Sayyid Ja‘far Husayni Ishkavari and Sadiq Husayni Ishkavari, Fibrist-i nuskbah-ha-yi aksi-i
Markaz-i Thya*-i Mirath-i Islami 1-2, Qum 1377/1998-99, vol. 2, pp. 104-106; see also www.
aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetails.aspx?bookid=190308 [accessed 2/6/2009]. - On the li-
brary, see also Sayyid Ahmad Husayni Ishkawari, “Gazida-yi nuskha-ha-yi khatti-yi Ki-
tabkhana-yi Fadil KhVansari,” Mirath-i islami-yi Iran [ed. Rasal Ja‘fariyan] 2 (1374/1995),
pp- 613-37.

See Dhari‘a, vol. 22, p. 303 no. 7197.

See MuGam al-turath al-kalami, vol. 5, p. 264 (the reference given there to the catalogue of
the library is incorrect).
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12 Manuscript copied by Muhammad Jawad Balaghi, the terminus ante quem being
the latter’s year of death, 1932. This copy, which belongs to the library of al-
Sayyid Muhammad Sadiq Bahr al-‘ulum, served as the basis for the publica-
tion of the account in Rijal al-Sayyid Babr al-ulim 1-4, eds. Muhammad Sadiq
Bahr al-“ulim and Husayn Bahr al-“ulam, Najaf 1385/1965, vol. 1, pp. 50-65.
The latter is signified as | in the following edition.

None of the inspected manuscripts contains any indication as to which of Bahr
al-‘ulum’s students had recorded it. Moreover, with the exception of the opening
section of the account (§§ 1-2), the first paragraph (§ 3), and an excursus at the
end of the text that is not included in all manuscript copies (§ 24), the variants of
the manuscripts are too minimal to suggest that they reflect different recensions
of the text that were penned down independently by several recorders of the de-
bate. On the contrary, the manuscripts confirm that there existed only a single
version of the record of the debate.

The differences between the manuscripts in the opening paragraphs (§§ 1-2)
suggest the following groups of manuscripts: alif jim kba’ lam, all containing the
most elaborate opening of the text; 5@’ with only a brief opening statement that is
identical with parts of § 2 in alif jim kba’ lam; ba’ and similarly gaf with an inde-
pendent brief opening in the form of a title; dal waw have a similarly brief yet dif-
ferent opening title; kaf again with a different title. Moreover, the fact that in ad-
dition to the brief opening at the beginning of dal another, more extensive one
that agrees verbatim with ba’ is added in the margin of dal, suggests that dal was
later on collated with 42’ This is confirmed throughout the text. In § 3, alif jim
kb&@’ lam again share a digression that has no parallel in any other manuscript,
while both dal and waw contain a significantly shortened version of this para-
graph. In kaf, the whole of § 3 with the exception of the last few words, is miss-
ing. Alifjim lam and h@’ also have in common an addition in § 20 that has no par-
allel in any of the other manuscripts. However, despite these similarities within
the group alif jim kba’ lam, alif often disagrees with all other consulted manu-
scripts. It cannot be decided whether these variants can be taken as evidence for
the existence of another group of manuscripts or whether these originated only
with the two editors of Rijal al-Sayyid Bahr al-‘uliim or possibly with their source,
Muhammad Jawad Balaghi, who is reported to have amalgamated different
manuscripts in his own “edition” and may well have inserted some modifications
of his own into the text. Moreover, at the end of the text (§ 24), there is again a
lenghty addition to the text that is shared by jim dal qaf kaf and waw. Apart from
these observations, ¢af, kaf, lam and waw are replete with mistakes and omissions
and are generally less reliable.

27 See Ahmad Husayni Ishkavari, Fibrist-i nuskhab-ha-yi Markaz-i Ihy@-i Mirath-i Islami 1-2,
Qum 1380/1422[/2001], vol. 2, p. 8; see also www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?
bookid=183691 [accessed 2/6/2009].
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111

The relatively wide reception of the account of the debate is further attested by the
fact that it had been translated into Persian. The only copy of a Persian translation
of the debate that was available to us, is preserved in the Mar‘ashi Library in Qum
(MS 10358/8, ft. 125b-138b) and is dated Rabic IT 1252/July-August 1836.28 It has
no indication as to the identity of the translator. Its opening agrees with that of the
group dal waw. Under the heading of alJadaliyya, Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani lists a
translation of the debate into Persian which he ascribes to al-Mawla Muhammad
Kazim b. Muhammad Shafi® al-Hazarjaribi al-Ha’iri (d. 1238/1822-23). He adds
that a copy of the translation is in the possession of al-Mirza Muhammad °Ali b.
Ab1 1-Qasim al-Gharawi al-Urdabadi in Najaf.?’ The current whereabouts of this
manuscript are unknown and Agha Buzurg provides no further details that would
confirm beyond doubt that the translation he has seen is identical with the one
preserved in MS Mar‘ashi 10358/8. If, however, both manuscripts are copies of the
same translation by Hazararibi, the terminus ante guem would be 1238/1822-23
when the latter had passed away. Hazarjaribi was a pupil of Muhammad Bagqir al-
Bihbahani (1118/1706-1207/1792) and of the latter’s nephew and student Ali b.
Muhammad “Ali al-Tabataba’ (d. 1231/1816). Towards the end of his life at least
Hazarjaribi lived in al-H2’ir in the al-Naqib quarter.3? He was evidently a prolific
author who is known to have composed numerous treatises on a variety of topics
in Arabic and Persian.3! Apart from Bahr al-‘ulum’s debate with the Jews, Hazar-

28 See Husayni [et al.], Fibrist-i Kitabkhana ... Marashi, vol. 26, pp. 298-300.

29 See Dhari‘a, vol. 5, p. 90 no. 370. - On Muhammad °Ali al-Urdaibadi, who has studied,
among other teachers, with the above mentioned Muhammad Jawad Balaghi, see www.
imamreza.net/eng/imamreza.php?id=1982 [accessed 16/2/2009].

30 Cf. Dharia, vol. 1, p. 514 no. 2518; vol. 2, p. 262 no. 1066; see also ibid, vol. 1, pp. 21-22
no. 106; vol. 1, p. 26 no. 132; vol. 18, p. 161 no. 1192.

31 (1) Adab al-salit, in Persian (Dhart‘a, vol. 1, pp. 21-22 no. 106), (ii) Adab al-“ashara, in Per-
sian (ibid., vol. 1, p. 26 no. 132), (iii) Adab-i namaz-i yawmiyya, in Persian (ibid., vol. 1, p.
33 no. 162. Agha Buzurg states here that his information on the writings of Hazarjaribi
partly rely on an autograph list of his writings that he had consulted in the library of ‘Abd
al-Husayn al-Tihrani in Kerbala: Fibrist kutubibi alladbi ra’aytubu bi-kbattibi fi kbizanat kutub
al-Shaykh “Abd al-Husayn fi Karbala. Of most of the forementioned writings, Agha Buzurg
was able to see manuscript copies as he states in the respective entries of the Dhari‘a. Else-
where (ibid, vol. 1, p. 514 no. 2518), Agha Buzurg mentions that among the books of
‘Abd al-Husayn al-Tihrani there was an autograph codex of Hazarjaribi containing some
of his epistles); (iv) Irshad al-tibyan ila tilawat al-Quran, in Persian (ibid., vol. 1, p. 514 no.
2518; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=101275 [accessed 3/6/2009]); (v)
Afdaliyyat-i @imma az anbiy@, in Persian (MuGam al-turath al-kalami, vol. 1, p. 409 no.
1713); (vi) al-Risala al-Aflakiyya, a treatise on astronomy written in Persian (Dbari‘a, vol. 2,
p. 262 no. 1066; vol. 11, pp. 99-100 no. 612; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?
bookid=167952 [accessed 3/6/2009]); (vii) al-Iqnaiyya, on the principles of belief (ibid.,
vol. 2, pp. 275-76 no. 1116; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?’bookid=167995 and
www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=124963 [accessed 3/6/2009]); (viii) Kitab
al-Barabin aljaliyya (ibid., vol. 3, p. 80 no. 240. The autograph of this work is preserved in
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jaribi also translated other texts from Arabic into Persian, such as al-Arba‘in ha-
dithan fi abwal al-nisab wa-I-mukbalifin by Fayd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Husayni
al-Tafrishi (d. 1025/1616-17),32 Tanbih al-ghafilin fi mawa‘iz Allah 1a‘ala li-nabiyina
Mubammad sal'am> and al-Durar al-safiya fi tarjamat ba'd al-kalimat al-qisar li-Tarja-

32

33

the Mar‘ashi library in Qum (4370/11); for this and an additional manuscript, see MuGam
al-turath al-kalami, vol. 2, p. 40 no. 2672); (ix) al-Burhaniyya aljaliyya fi ithbat al-haqiyya al-
1thna ‘ashariyya which is also known under the title al-Burhaniyya al-kubra fi Fimama and
was written in Persian and which he completed in Kerbala on 5 Rabi® IT 1225/9 May 1810
(Dharia, vol. 3, pp. 102-3 no. 331; MuSam al-turath al-kalami, vol. 2, p. 63 no. 2780. Agha
Buzurg clarifies that despite the similarity in title, this work is different from al-Barahin al-
Jaliyya). See also www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=163998 [accessed 3/6/
2009]; (x) Tubfat al-akhyar (Dbaria, vol. 3, p. 418 no. 1502); (xi) Tubfat al-“abidin (ibid., vol.
3, p. 450 no. 1639); (xii) Tiubfat al-muwjawirin (ibid., vol. 3, p. 466 no. 1702; www.agha
bozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=18470 and www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx
?bookid=166772 and www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?’bookid=118148 and www.
aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=178842 [accessed 3/6/2009]); (xiii) Tadbkirat al-
fitan (ibid., vol. 4, pp. 42-3 no. 167); (xiv) Tadbkirat al-ma‘ad (ibid., vol. 4, p. 49 no. 193);
(xv) Tafdil al-a’imma “ala ghayr jaddibim min al-anbiya@ (ibid., vol. 4, p. 358 no. 1556; MuSGam
al-turath al-kalami, vol. 3, p. 314 no. 3940); (xvi) al-Jabr wa-L-ikbtiyar (Dbari‘a, vol. 5, p. 82
no. 319; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=153914 [accessed 3/6/2009]);
(xvii) Jawahir al-akbbar wa-mu‘taqid al-akbyar, a Persian tract on the imama (ibid., vol. 5, p.
259 no. 1246); (xviii) Kbhawass al-Qur’an, in Persian (ibid., vol. 7, p. 273 no. 1326); (xix)
Durar al-akbbar (ibid., vol. 117 no. 435; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=
105712 [accessed 3/6/2009)); (xx) Da‘@im al-Islam, on iman, Islam, shirk, kufr and nifagq
(ibid., vol. 8, p. 197 no. 768); (xxi) Rafi‘at al-tawahbhum, in Persian (ibid., vol. 10, p. 61 no.
49); (xxii) al-Risala al-tarikbiyya fi a‘mar sadat al-barriyya (ibid., vol. 11, p. 134 no. 835);
(xxiii) al-Salmaniyya, in Persian, on the virtues of Salman, Aba Dhurr, al-“Ammar and al-
Miqdad (ibid., vol. 12, p. 220 no. 1457); (xxiv) ‘Aqa’id-i haydariyya wa-ma‘arifi diniyya, in
Persian, on mabda’ and ma‘ad (ibid., vol. 15, p. 282 no. 1845); (xxv) Kitab al-Ma‘alim (ibid.,
vol. 15, p. 357 no. 2283; see also www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=63479
[accessed 3/6/2009)); (xxvi) Kashif al-adl fi mas@’il al-“adl al-arba’, in Persian (ibid., vol. 17,
p- 238 no. 61); (xxvii) Kashif al-ghuliw wa-hadi abl al-uliw, against anthropomorphism
(ibid., vol. 17, pp. 238-39 no. 65); (xxviil) Kanz al-fawa’id fi lFimama wa-l-fawa’id al-diniyya
wa-l-akblagiyya, in Persian (ibid., vol. 18, p. 161 no. 1192; MuGam al-turath al-kalami, vol. 4,
p- 534 no. 10048; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?’bookid=166145 and www.agha
bozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?’bookid=6139 and www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?
bookid=157167 and www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=105264 [accessed 3/
6/2009)); (xxix) Ganj al-shifi’ wa-rafi‘ al-du‘@’, containing prayers against illnesses and ca-
lamities (ibid., vol. 18, pp. 238-39 no. 195); (xxx) Majma‘ al-durar fi karamat Amir al-
muw’minin fi l-hayat wa-ba‘da Fwafat (ibid., vol. 20, p. 28 no. 1793); (xxxi) Majma“ al-fada’ih li-
arbab al-qaba’ib fi mati‘in abl aljar@’im (ibid., vol. 20, p. 39 no. 1825); (xxxii) Mapak iman fi
akblaq al-mw’minin wa-awsafibim, in Persian (ibid., vol. 20, pp. 155-56 no. 2362); (xxxiii)
Ma‘arif al-a’imma (ibid., vol. 21, pp. 188-89 no. 4547; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.
aspx?bookid=168642 [accessed 3/6/2009)); (xxxiv) Ma‘arif al-anwar (ibid., vol. 21, pp. 191-
92 no. 4556); (xxxv) al-Nigmat al-nazila ‘ala al-taghin wa-l-rabmat ‘ala Fmursalin wa-l-qawl fi
“Ismatibim (ibid., vol. 24, p. 295 no. 1528); (xxxvi) Wudiw u namaz (ibid., vol. 25, p. 113
no. 633); (37) Hidayat al-ghafilin (ibid., vol. 25, p. 186 no. 181).

See Dhari‘a, vol. 1, p. 424 no. 2175. - On Hazarjaribi, see also ibid., vol. 3, pp. 433-34 no.
1573.

See ibid., vol. 4, p. 447 no. 1993; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=57534
[accessed 3/6/2009].
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mat al-apadith al-gudsiyya Amir al-mw’minin3* He also lists among his writings a
translation of al-Abadith al-qudsiyya into Persian.3?

A%

The following edition of the Arabic account of the debate and its Persian transla-
tion is based on the manuscripts that have been described above.3¢ The orthogra-
phy has been silently modernized, with the exception of the biblical names.
These have been left in the way they are invariantly given in all manuscripts (with
the exception of alif where these have been modernized, most likely by the edi-
tors). Among the manuscripts of the Arabic text that were available to us, b4 has
proved in general to be the most reliable copy. Except in cases of obvious mis-
takes, the readings of this manuscript have been preferred throughout the edition.

34 See ibid., vol. 8, p. 127 no. 465.

35 See ibid., vol. 4, pp. 24-5 no. 308; www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=
136057 [accessed 3/6/2009]

36 We thank Omar Hamdan for his helpful remarks on the edition of the Arabic text.
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