2. State of the Art

not the conspirators who provoked Olympio’s assassination, but Olympio himself, who
“longed for undivided and uncontrolled power.”*”® Around the same time, Scott Thomp-
son was the first academic to suggest that Nkrumah-led Ghana was behind Olympio’s

assassination.’”

Another thesis is that of Frangafrique put forward by Frangois-Xavier
Verschave, according to which the French commander of the Togolese gendarmerie,
Georges Maitrier, instigated the coup.”* Tété-Adjalogo picked up on Verschave’s thesis,
arguing that Olympio’s plans to take Togo out of the franc zone were practically the
last straw that broke the (French) camel’s back.>” Discussing all these three theories,
Skinner argues that none was more valid or accurate than the other, yet, the ‘unideo-
logical military/security-forces-explanation, was more convenient for political actors
during the further development of events, and therefore prevailed.*”* The 1963 coup and
Eyadema’s seizure of power in 1967 set in motion a remarkable development, as Togo had
only about 1.000 police officers and no military forces at the time of its independence,>”

but has risen to become “one of the most militarised countries in Africa.”?”®

2.4 Situating the Research Agenda

The preceding review of the research literature demonstrates that the research drive
originates primarily from the field of International Relations. It has been shown that
since the emergence of the failed states debate, questions of state-building have been
closely linked to an evolving understanding of security, while postcolonial and decolonial
scholarship, which has been critical of this evolution and the emerging ‘new interven-
tionism, formulated a desideratum of historical case studies. However, although the
importance and implications of the historical perspective are often emphasised, only
very few studies have been addressing the historicity of the state-building-security
nexus.*”” The objective of this study is to fill this research gap by developing a research
perspective that underpins the theories and assumptions of Critical Security Studies
with a postcolonial perspective.-While the importance of historicising and decolonising
scholarly concepts is recently gaining traction within International Relations, especially
in the literature on statebuilding and security studies, this research project originally
started out with the aim to decolonise the concept of security. However, scholars such
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Julius Heise: Securitising Decolonisation

as Fiona Adamson put an unignorable question mark behind this aim, concluding that
meaningful decolonisation would mean transforming structures, rather than diver-
sifying them.?”® Yet, the later seems to be the trend. Similarly, Christopher Murray
criticizes that decolonial approaches, in their efforts to break away from Eurocentric
universalisms, run into the problem of precisely reproducing the colonial binary of
Western and non-Western worlds, rather than overcoming it.>”® Though still sympa-
thetic to the decolonial programme, out of consideration of positionality, this present
work abandoned the presumption to ‘decolonise security.’ As the next best thing, so to
say, postcolonial critique to Critical Security Studies is used to show the potential of
linking postcolonial theory and critical security research, thus tracing the changes, and
contested nature of security from different positionalities.

By incorporating a theory-driven framework into historical research, it is hoped to
open new perspectives for research on international organisations. In doing so, it is as-
sumed that studying the origins of the recent secessionist conflict surrounding “Western
Togoland” requires a combination of constructivist understandings of security (Copen-
hagen School) as well as procedural security practices (Paris School), whereby postcolo-
nial theories are considered as a bridge between the historical contextual factors of the
decolonisation processes and the concepts of social science research.
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Eurocentric IR,” European Journal of International Relations 26, no. 2 (2020), https://doi.org/10.1177/
1354066119873030.
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