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Munk, Timme Bisgaard and Moerk, Kristian. Folksono-
mies, Tagging Communities, and Tagging Strategies—
An Empirical Study. Knowledge Organization, 34(3), 115-
127. 23 references.

ABSTRACT: The subject of this article is folksonomies on
the Internet. One of the largest folksonomies on the
Internet in terms of number of users and tagged websites
is the computer program del.icio.us, where more than
100,000 people have tagged the websites that they and oth-
ers find using their own keywords. How this is done in
practice and the patterns to be found are the focus of this
article. The empirical basis is the collection of 76,601 dif-
ferent keywords with a total frequency of 178,215 from
500 randomly chosen taggers on del.icio.us at the end of
2005. The keywords collected were then analyzed quantita-
tively statistically by uncovering their frequency and per-
centage distribution and through a statistical correspon-
dence analysis in order to uncover possible patterns in the
users' tags. Subsequently, a qualitative textual analysis of
the tags was made in order to find out by analysis which
tagging strategies are represented in the data material. This
led to four conclusions. 1) the distribution of keywords
follows classic power law; 2) distinct tagging communities
are identifiable; 3) the most frequently used tags are situ-
ated on a general-specific axis; and 4) nine distinct tagging
strategies are observed. These four conclusions are put into
perspective collectively in respect of a number of more
general and theoretical considerations concerning folkso-
nomies and the classification systems of the future.

Gelernter, Judith. Information Visualization (Infoviz)
for Digital Library Collections in Digital Libraries.
Knowledge Organization, 34(3), 128-143. 61 references.

ABSTRACT: The purpose of information visualization
(infoviz) is to show information graphically. That purpose
is often obscured by infoviz designs that are not well un-
derstood in practice. This paper offers an overview of in-
foviz culled from the literature on applications of informa-
tion visualization for the digital library: how the clustering
works that creates the topics and those topics are repre-
sented graphically. It presents a taxonomy of infoviz de-
signs in one, two and three dimensions. It is suggested that
user evaluations of infoviz designs might be used to enrich
infoviz theory and, whether through application of the

theory or through application of user remarks, developers
might improve infoviz interface comprehensibility. Design
recommendations are made in an effort to improve weak-
nesses and capitalize on strengths of present interfaces in
representing knowledge visually.

Furner, Jonathan. Dewey Deracialized: A Critical Race-
Theoretic Perspective. Knowledge Organization, 34(3),
144-168. 70 references.

ABSTRACT: Critical race theory is introduced as a poten-
tially useful approach to the evaluation of bibliographic
classification schemes. An overview is presented of the es-
sential elements of critical race theory, including clarifica-
tions of the meanings of some important terms such as
“race” and “social justice.” On the basis of a review of ex-
isting conceptions of the just and the antiracist library ser-
vice, a rationale is presented for hypothesizing that critical
race theory may be of use to the library and information
sciences. The role of classification schemes as information
institutions in their own right is established, and the
Dewey Decimal Classification is introduced as the case to
be studied. The challenges faced by classification-scheme
designers in the construction and reconstruction of race-
related categories are reviewed; and an analysis is presented
of one sense in which it might be suggested that recent
(2003) revisions in one of the DDC’s tables appear not to
meet those challenges wholly successfully. An account is
given of a further sense in which adoption of a critical race-
theoretic approach has the more radical effect of calling
into question a fundamental decision recently taken to
“deracialize” the DDC. In conclusion, an assessment is
made of critical race theory as a framework for evaluating
library classification schemes.

This contents page may be reproduced without charge.
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Scope

The more scientific data is generated in the impetuous
present times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended
to control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abun-
dance of knowledge now available the questions of new solu-
tions to the ordering problem and thus of improved classifica-
tion systems, methods and procedures have acquired unfore-
seen significance. For many years now they have been the fo-
cus of interest of information scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various
fields such as:

philosophy and science of science

science policy and science organization
mathematics, statistics and computer science
library and information science

archivistics and museology

journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodity science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning in 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has
been serving as a common platform for the discussion of both
theoretical background questions and practical application
problems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from
many countries comment on questions of an adequate struc-
turing and construction of ordering systems and on the prob-
lems of their use in opening the information contents of new
literature, of data collections and survey, of tabular works and
of other objects of scientific interest. Their contributions have
been concerned with

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data
analysis and reduction)

(2) describing practical operations connected with index-
ing/classification, as well as applications of classification
systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and
methodology

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classi-
fication

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminol-
ogy in general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is a forum for
all those interested in the organization of knowledge on a uni-
versal or a domain-specific scale, using concept-analytical or
concept-synthetical approaches, as well as quantitative and
qualitative methodologies. KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA-
TION also addresses the intellectual and automatic compila-
tion and use of classification systems and thesauri in all fields
of knowledge, with special attention being given to the prob-
lems of terminology.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications,
as well as book reviews, letters to the editor, and an extensive
annotated bibliography of recent classification and indexing
literature.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody in-
terested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every
office for updating information on any topic related to the
problems of order in our information-flooded times.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting
board of editors representing the world’s regions, the special
classification fields, and the subject areas involved. From
1974-1980 it was published by K.G. Saur Verlag, Miinchen.
Back issues of 1978-1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag,
too.

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCI-
ETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO)
and is included for every ISKO-member, personal or institu-
tional in the membership fee (US $ 55/US $ 110).

Rates: From 2006 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes)
€ 115,00 (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see
above.

ERGON-Verlag, Grombiihlstr. 7, GER-97080 Wiirzburg;
Phone: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872; E-mail:
service@ergon-verlag.de; http://www.ergon-verlag.de

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Refera-
tivnyi Zburnal Informatika and in the following online databases:
Information Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information
Science Abstracts (LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL, Sociologi-
cal Abstracts, and Web Science & Social Sciences Citation Index.
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