
PHD Theses – Thèses de doctorat – Doktorarbeiten

If you are about to complete or have recently completed a PhD in European integration
history or a related field, and would like to see your abstract published here, please
contact:

Si vous êtes sur le point de terminer une thèse de doctorat en histoire de l’inté-
gration européenne ou dans une discipline proche et vous voulez publier un abstract
de votre travail, contactez:

Falls Sie ihr Doktorat im Bereich der europäischen Integrationsgeschichte oder
einer ihr nahestehenden Disziplin abgeschlossen haben oder demnächst abschließen
und eine Kurzfassung ihrer Arbeit veröffentlichen möchten, melden Sie sich bei:
Guia Migani:
guia.migani@univ-tours.fr

Katja Seidel:
k.seidel@westminster.ac.uk

-----

 
Florian GREINER, Wege nach Europa – Deutungen eines imaginierten Kontinents
in deutschen, britischen und amerikanischen Printmedien (1914-1945) [Paths to Eu-
rope – Narratives/Perceptions of an Imagined Continent in German, British and US
American Print Media,1914-45] – University of Potsdam
Supervisor/Jury: Frank BOESCH, Potsdam (supervisor); Willi OBERKROME,
University of Freiburg; Thomas BRECHENMACHER, University of Potsdam;
Thomas LINDENBERGER, Centre for Contemporary History, Potsdam; Stefanie
STOCKHORST, University of Potsdam; Anja SCHWARZ, University of Potsdam
Date of the exam: 30.04.2013
Contact: florian.greiner@phil.uni-augsburg.de
This doctoral thesis examines perceptions of Europe in German, British and American
print media between 1914 and 1945. Drawing on a digital full-text analysis, the study
evaluates several ten thousands of newspaper articles, thus descrying public notions
and constructions of Europe in a much clearer way than previous research has done.
By taking into account the thematic variety of print media coverage, the thesis shows
that European patterns of thought were not restricted to high politics, but articulated
in various different social, economic and cultural fields. They often emerged in
everyday contexts related, for example, to images of the non-European “Other” in
transatlantic and colonial areas, or arising questions of modernity such as air travel,
radio broadcasting, tourism, and international sports competitions. On the whole per-
ceptions of Europe thus surprisingly surfaced independently from the political up-
heavals of the epoch.

The study provides significant alternative interpretations to the topoi that have
dominated historical research on images of Europe in the first half of the 20th century
until today. While perceptions of Europe in contemporary print media were also often
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shaped by moments and reflections of crises, they were largely free from the rhetoric
of demise that marked contemporary intellectual discourse. In contrast to the much-
invoked Spenglerian “Decline of the West”, images of Europe that dominated public
discourse were considerably more optimistic. They expressed manifold hopes of
finding a mutual way out of the crisis, demonstrated a solid belief in the future of the
continent, and emphasized Europe’s pioneering role in developing modernity. These
findings thus offer a novel perspective on facets of “European thought” prior to 1945
that proved to be of foremost importance for the unification and integration of Europe
after World War II.

 
Mikhail LIPKIN, The Soviet Union and Integration Processes in Europe: mid
1940s-mid 1960s – The Russian State University for Humanities, Moscow
Supervisor/Jury:: Alexander CHUBARYAN, Institute of World History of the
Russian Academy of Sciences; Alexei GROMYKO, Institute of Europe of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences; Nadezhda ARBATOVA, Institute of World Economy and
International Affairs of the Russian Academy of Sciences; Galina KANINSKAYA,
Demidov Yaroslavl State University
Date of the exam: 18.05.2012
Contact: mli@igh.ru
This thesis explores Soviet policy towards integration projects both in Western and
Eastern Europe from the end of World War II until the end of Nikita Khrustchev’s
era in the USSR. For the first time new evidence from eight Russian and foreign
archives are combined together giving a complex picture of the Soviet Union’s role
both as centre of Eastern Europe’s association (CMEA) and as an important external
actor affecting the development of various competing western integration models.
Unlike the traditional Cold War narrative which narrows the study to military and
ideological factors, the logic of Soviet behaviour and policy-making is analyzed under
the angle of economic factors. This allows to obtain a new perspective on the regional
European (e.g. inter-European trade, credits, European cooperation) and global levels
(e.g. “interregional cooperation”, multilateral bodies in the UN and etc.).

This leads to the conclusion that Soviet non-recognition of the ECSC, EEC and
Euratom can be explained by pragmatic and not dogmatic reasons when taking into
account the broad economic and political realities of the period. First, the blurred
picture of these diverse supranational and intergovernmental integration projects
(OEEC/OECD, European Atomic Agency, EFTA) led to internal discussions in the
USSR arguing for cooperation with the latter ones. It gave the Soviet Union a variety
of choice and on the one hand played into the hands of Moscow which often benefited
from disagreements among the Western European partners. On the other hand it de-
termined the Soviet attempts to join the OECD in 1960 and 1961. Secondly, it led to
an internal struggle between various Soviet expert circles and ministerial bodies.
Thirdly, documents from Western European archives show that in spite of fair in-
tentions no one believed in such a Soviet U-turn. One can conclude that the historical
memory of the uncompromising Soviet attitude towards the Marshall Plan seriously
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limited chances for a rekindling of relations with Western Europe. Moreover, con-
tradictory Soviet policies produced mutual suspicion and ended in the failure of a
“united Europe”.

 
Eugen PFISTER, Europa im Bild. Imaginationen Europas in Wochenschauen in
Deutschland, Frankreich, Großbritannien und Österreich 1948-1959 – Universitá
degli studi di Trento and Johann-Wolfgang-Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main
Supervisor/Jury: Gustavo CORNI, University of Trento and Marie-Luise RECKER,
University of Frankfurt am Main; Sara LORENZINI, University of Trento; Andreas
FAHRMEIR, University of Frankfurt am Main
Date of the exam: 06.03.2013
Contact: Eugen.Pfister@univie.ac.at
This PhD thesis is an original study analysing newsreel reports on the process of
European Integration in the 1950s. By comparing ‘Images of Europe’ from Austrian,
British, French and (Western) German newsreels the author was able to extract a
common catalogue of transnational visual arguments from 1948 to 1959. The study
is based on extensive research in the private film archives of the newsreel companies
as well as on material from the Service de Presse et d’Information of the European
Coal and Steel Community. Cinema Newsreels provide a unique – and up until now
neglected – opportunity to examine the beginning of the European integration process
(1949–1958) in the media of the post-war period. Newsreels were important in
shaping opinions, especially by creating powerful images. This thesis aims at
analysing and classifying these images and concepts – proposed identities – of Euro-
pean integration in Austria, France, Germany and Great Britain of the 1950s, espe-
cially by comparing the specific methods of photography and filmmaking used to
produce a certain perception in the audience.

These newsreel items are not only records from the beginning and consolidation
of European integration but also political instruments. On the one hand, they informed
a wider public about the new institutions, their purposes as well as their decision-
making procedures; on the other hand, they intended to propagate a European identity.
This audiovisual representation of Europe as an economical and political community,
or, respectively ‘the idea of European integration’, was not only a result of a political
discourse but also a continuation of a centuries-old iconographic tradition. An edition
of the thesis will be published 2014 by V & R: Unipress.
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Europäische Wirtschafts- und 
Sozialgeschichte

Die Schriftenreihe „Wirtschafts- und Sozial-
geschichte des modernen Europa“ möchte 
Forschungen zusammenbringen, die Ge-
schichte der europäischen Arbeitsteilung 
behandeln. Sie verschreibt sich methodischer 
Pluralität genauso wie thematischer Breite, 
nimmt quantifi zierende wirtschaftshistori-
sche Arbeiten ebenso auf wie deskriptive aus 
dem Bereich der Unternehmensgeschichte 
und analytische sozialhistorische. Sie verlangt 
nicht nach dem explizierten Ländervergleich, 
sondern schließt auch Arbeiten ein, die 
am Beispiel nur eines Landes in Europa die 
internationale Einbettung der gewählten 
Problemstellung diskutieren. Sie konzentriert 

sich nicht auf die Geschichte der supranatio-
nalen europäischen Institutionen, sondern 
zählt alle wirtschafts- und sozialhistorischen 
Themen der europäischen Geschichte zu ih-
rem Problemfeld. Sie ist keinem historio-
graphischen Ansatz verpfl ichtet, versteht 
sich weder als „eurozentristisch“ noch als 
„globalgeschichtlich“.
Der Auftaktband präsentiert eine Auswahl 
von Themen, die das Profi l der neuen Schrif-
tenreihe umreißen. Renommierte europäische 
Autorinnen und Autoren geben einen inhalt-
lichen Überblick über aktuelle Forschungs-
themen und verweisen auf Forschungskon-
troversen und -perspektiven.

Die Schriftenreihe „Wirtschafts- und Sozial-
geschichte des modernen Europa“ möchte 

Bestellen Sie jetzt telefonisch unter 07221/2104-37
Portofreie Buch-Bestellungen unter www.nomos-shop.de/19568

Europäische Wirtschafts- und 
Sozialgeschichte
Herausgegeben von 
Jan-Otmar Hesse, Christian Kleinschmidt, 
Alfred Reckendrees und Ray Stokes
2013, ca. 249 S., geb., ca. 46,– € 
ISBN 978-3-8329-7760-3
(Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte des 
modernen Europa. Economic and Social 
History of Modern Europe, Bd. 1)
Erscheint ca. Dezember 2013

Neue Reihe
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