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Editorial 

The book series Philosophy – Enlightenment – Critique aims to promote philosoph
ical thinking dedicated to a future worth living for everyone in times of global cri
sis. Climate change, political and religious authoritarianism, and growing social 
inequalities – the manifold and interconnected issues of our time require a return 
to the power of reason. In the spirit of a new enlightenment, the series initiates a 
dialog between different philosophical schools and traditions that critically scruti
nize the past and present and explore the ramifications of sustainable alternatives. 
This requires a re-examination, re-interpretation and revision of the philosophical 
canon. The series also reveals the emancipatory potential inherent in the interplay 
between philosophy and other disciplines such as technology or aesthetics. 

V. P. J. Arponen is an interdisciplinary philosopher who works and teaches at the in
tersection of philosophy, social theory, and the human sciences at Kiel University, 
Germany. His writing is shaped by collaborations in various interdisciplinary re
search groups, bringing together perspectives from philosophy, anthropology, po
litical economy, and environmental humanities. A central reference point is the Ca
pability Approach, which informs his interest in the societal conditions and philo
sophical perspectives that enable individuals to lead active and meaningful lives. 
His work reflects a broader concern with the conceptual foundations of how the 
human condition is understood across disciplines. 
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