
Afterword by Prof. Dr. Mahendra Prasad Singh*

Dr. Sachhidannda Sinha is not a commonplace name in India and Bihar today. 
Nevertheless, he was a great figure in the earlier phase of the national awaken­
ing and movement. Educated in Calcutta and London, he joined the Bar as an 
Advocate in Calcutta High Court but later shifted to the Patna High Court. He 
was elected to the Constituent Assembly and was honorably elected its interim 
chairman and delivered a memorable Inaugural Address in this capacity. This 
address is the best introduction to the models of comparative constitutionalism 
around the world: the UK, the USA, Switzerland, Canada, and Australia. I 
always recommended it as an essential reading to my students in the University 
of Delhi, and updated it to the present in my lectures.

Dr Pratyush Kumar, a legal expert with interdisciplinary perspectives of po­
litical science and history, along with Dr. Madan Mishra has brought Sachchi­
danand Sinha’s autobiography for the first time before readers with a competent 
Introduction. It’s a commendable effort. I earnestly recommend this book to 
the specialists as well as the general reading public. It will also be a valuable 
addition to any good Library.

Delhi/January 1, 2022

* Prof. Dr. Mahendra Prasad Singh (born on 2 November 1943), is M.A. (Patna), Ph.D. (Al­
berta); former Professor and Head of the Department of Political Science at the University 
of Delhi; former Editor of the Indian Journal of Public Administration (IIPA/SAGE Publica­
tions); former National Fellow of the Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla; former 
co-editor of the IIAS’s biannual journal Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences. He was the 
country coordinator for India for the Global Dialogue on Federal Systems commissioned by 
the Forum of Federations, Ottawa, leading to a book on Intergovernmental Relations in Fed­
eral Systems: Comparative Structures Dynamics edited by Johanne Poirier, Cheryl Saunders, 
and John Kincaid published by the University Press, New York, 2016. Professor Singh is a 
leading Indian scholar in the fields of party systems and governmental institutions with special 
reference to federalism and judicial behaviour in India. He has presented papers in national 
and international seminars in India, the USA, Canada, the UK, Australia, France, Belgium and 
Nepal. He has authored/edited a dozen of books including chapters on Indian Federalism and 
the Supreme Court of India in the Max Planck Encyclopedia of Comparative Constitutional 
Law, Oxford University Press, New York, (2017, 2018); and the book Federalism in India, New 
Delhi: Sage, 2022.
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