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Abstract: 

Turkish literature in Armenian script comprises a large corpus of manuscripts dating from the 
14th century together with printed material published between the 18th and 20th centuries. Books 
were printed in a wide geographical area and their contents were produced by mono- and bilin-
gual Turkish- (and Armenian)-speaking Ottoman Armenians. Therefore, Armeno-Turkish text 
production represents the textual output enabled through Armenian and Turkish cross-cultural 
interactions, including various genres and different types of text. Although the scope of Armeno-
Turkish text production is extensive, scholarly engagement with Armeno-Turkish texts at univer-
sities has only been markedly evident since the 2000s. The most significant reason for this late 
and limited engagement may lie in the obstacle of the hybrid nature of the script and the lan-
guage, whereby Armeno-Turkish literature has a place neither in Turkish nor in Armenian literary 
studies. The aims of this article are therefore (1) to give a short overview of hitherto scholarly 
work with Armeno-Turkish text corpora and (2) to propose a standard for the transcription of 
Turkish texts in Armenian script. In a longue durée perspective, we aim to conduct inclusive literary 
studies and examine Armeno-Turkish literature within the greater framework of (Ottoman) Turk-
ish literature.  

Keywords: Armeno-Turkish literature, transcription, Armeno-Turkish printing, Turkish in Arme-
nian script, inclusive literary studies 

1. Introduction  

As scholars of the Ottoman Turkish and Modern Turkish language, literature and cul-
ture in the 16th – 20th centuries, we began a joint study on manuscripts and printed 
books in Turkish written in Armenian script (Armenian Հայատառ թրքերէն/Hayadaṛ 
T’rkʻerēn, Turkish Ermeni Harfli Türkçe)1 in 2020. In the workshop “HTRising Ottoman 
Manuscripts”, organised by the chair of Turkish Studies at the University of Vienna on 
12 March 2021, we discussed transcription standards for working with handwritten and 
printed material in the Turkish language and different scripts on the platform Transkri-
bus.2  

 
1  For the transcription of Armenian names and words we used the system of the Library of 

Congress. See URL: https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/romanization/armenian.pdf (18 Au-
gust 2022). 

2  URL: https://readcoop.eu (4 June 2022). 
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