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The significance of the Abraham Firkovitch Collection (held at the Russian Na-
tional Library (RNL), St. Petersburg) for the study of Mu�tazilism has been 
pointed out on several occasions by a number of scholars. In 1935, Andrej Jakov-
levi� Borisov published a detailed description of thirteen fragments from the col-
lection, all of which are clearly of Mu�tazil� character.2 In 1974, Haggai Ben-
Shammai drew further conclusions with regard to the identity of some of the 
Mu�tazil� materials preserved by the Karaites on the basis of Borisov’s meticulous 
descriptions of those thirteen Mu�tazil� fragments, comparing them with other 
fragments from the British Museum.3 He particularly showed that the Karaites 
preserved the original version of �Abd al-Jabb�r al-Hamadh�n�’s (d. 415/1025) K. 
al-Mu��
, of which so far we possessed only the later paraphrastic recension of his 
student, Ab� Mu
ammad 	asan b. A
mad Ibn Mattawayh.4 He also identified 
some portions of the Mughn� in the Firkovitch collection missing among the 
�an��� manuscripts that served as the basis for the edition published in the 1960s 
in Egypt.5 Since the 1990s, microfilms of large sections of the collection have 
been available at the Institute of Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts (IMHM) 
at the Jewish National and University Library (JNUL) in Jerusalem. These in- 

1  For valuable comments on earlier drafts of this catalogue I should like to thank Camilla 
Adang, Haggai Ben-Shammai, Bruno Chiesa, Wilferd Madelung, Gregor Schwarb, David 
Sklare, and Sarah Stroumsa. Thanks are also due to the staff of the Russian National Li-
brary in St. Petersburg, particularly Boris Sajkowski, who assisted me in every possible way 
during my visits to the library in the summers of 2003 and 2004. 

2  Andrej Jakovlevi� Borisov, “Mu�tazilitskie rukopisi Gosudarstvennoj Publi�noj Biblioteki v 
Leningrade,” Bibliografija Vostoka 8-9 (1935), pp. 69-95; see also idem, “Ob otkrytych v 
Leningrade mu�tazilitskich rukopisjach i jich zna�enii dlja istorii musulmanskoj mysli,” in 
Akademija Nauk SSSR. Trudy pervoj sessii arabistov 14-17 ijunka 1935 g. (Trudy Instituta 
Vostokovedenija 24), pp. 113-25. The two articles were reprinted in Pravoslavniy Palestinskiy 
Sbornik 99 (36) (2002), pp. 219-49 and in The Teachings of the Mu�tazila. Texts and Studies I-II, 
selected and reprinted by Fuat Sezgin in collaboration with Mazen Amawi, Carl Ehrig-
Eggert, and Eckhard Neubauer, Frankfurt/Main 2000, vol. 2, pp. 17-57. 

3  Haggai Ben-Shammai, “A note on some Karaite copies of Mu�tazilite writings,” Bulletin of 
the School of Oriental and African Studies 37 (1974), pp. 295-304. 

4  Kit�b al-Majm�� f� l-Mu��
 bi-l-takl�f, vol. 1, ed. J.J. Houben, Beirut 1965; vol. 2, eds. J.J. 
Houben and Daniel Gimaret, Beirut 1986; vol. 3, ed. Jan Peters, Beirut 1999. 

5  �Abd al-Jabb�r b. A
mad b. �Abd al-Jabb�r al-Hamadh�n� al-Asad�b�d�, al-Mughn� f� abw�b 
al-taw��d wa-l-�adl 4-9, 11-17, 20, ed. Mu�
af� 	ilm� [et al.], Cairo 1961-65. 
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clude the Arabic material written in Hebrew characters that is part of the Second 
Firkovitch Collection which is particularly rich in Mu�tazil� texts and consists of 
manuscripts belonging to the so-called First Series (RNL Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I) and 
to the Second or New Series (RNL Firk. Yevr.-Arab. II or NS). Excluded from 
microfilming was the section of the collection that consists of Arabic writings 
written in Arabic characters (RNL Firk. Arab.) which is equally rich in Mu�tazil� 
materials.6 The present catalogue contains descriptions of all Mu�tazil� materials 
– Muslim and Jewish – within this part of the collection. Included are also

6  The entire Firkovitch Collection consists of the following sub-collections: The First Firk-
ovitch Collection (= RNL Yevr. I) (830 items), consisting of the following sections: i docu-
ments, letters, marriage documents, commercial documents of the Karaite communities of 
the Crimea; ii Bible commentaries; iii dictionaries of the Talmud; iv grammar; v prayer 
books, Talmud, commentaries on the Talmud; vi Midrashim and sermons; vii dream in-
terpretation; vii gnomique and folklore; viii Kabbala; ix medicine; x mathematics and as-
tronomy; xi philosophy; xii Karaite literature. The Second Firkovitch Collection, consist-
ing of the following sections: i. Arabic section [Arabic manuscripts in Arabic script] (= 
RNL Firk. Arab.) (ca. 200 documents and 650 miscellaneous fragments); ii. Hebrew-Arabic 
section [Arabic manuscripts in Hebrew script], consisting of two series: ii.i First Series (= 
RNL Yevr.-Arab. I) (4933 Judaeo-Arabic MSS, mostly fragmentary); ii.ii New (or: Second) 
Series (= RNL Yevr.-Arab. II) (3310 Judaeo-Arabic MSS, mostly fragmentary); iii. Hebrew-
Hebrew section [Hebrew manuscripts in Hebrew script] (= RNL Yevr. II) consisting of two 
sub-sections: iii.i Hebrew A (= RNL Yevr. II A) containing items dealing with grammar, 
philology, exegesis, law, literaturem documents etc. (1.042 items), iii.ii Hebrew B (= RNL 
Yevr. II B) containing Biblical scrolls, codices and texts on parchment and paper as well as 
liturgical manuscripts (2307 items), and iii.iii Marriage contracts (= RNL Yevr. II K) (76 
items). iv. Arabic-Hebrew section [Hebrew manuscripts in Arabic script] (= RNL Arab.-
Yevr.) (ca. 200 fragments). – The bulk of the material in the collection was gathered by 
Abraham Firkovitch (1787-1874) during his expedition to Syria, Palestine and Egypt in 
1863-1865, where he visited Karaite synagogues. For an overview of the collection and its 
significance, see also Tapani Harviainen, “The Cairo Genizot and Other Sources of the 
Second Firkovich Collection in St. Petersburg,” in Proceedings of the Twelfth International 
Congress of the International Society for Masoretic Studies, ed. E.J. Revell, [n.p.] 1995, pp. 25-
36; idem, “Abraham Firkovich,” in Karaite Judaism. A Guide to its History and Literary 
Sources, ed. Meira Polliack, Leiden 2003, pp. 875-92; Malachi Beit-Arié, “The Accessibility 
of the Russian Manuscript Collections. New Perspectives for Jewish Studies,” in Jewish 
Studies in a New Europe: Proceedings of the Fifth Congress of Jewish Studies in Copenhagen under 
the Auspices of the European Association for Jewish Studies, ed. Ulf Haxen, Copenhagen 1998, 
pp. 82-98; Haggai Ben-Shammai, “Karaites and the Orient – Trends in the Study of 
Karaites and Karaism,” [Hebrew] Pe�amim 89 (Autumn 2001), pp. 5-18; Zeev Elkin and 
Menachem Ben-Sasson, “Abraham Firkovich and the Cairo Genizas in the Light of His 
Personal Archive,” [Hebrew] Pe�amim 90 (Winter 2002), pp. 51-95; Shimon M. Iakerson, 
Selected Pearls. Treasures of Jewish Culture in Saint-Petersburg (manuscripts, documents, incunabula, 
ritual objects), St. Petersburg 2003, pp. 27-46; David Sklare, “A Guide to Collections of 
Karaite Manuscripts,” in Karaite Judaism. A Guide to its History and Literary Sources, pp. 893-
924. – There is so far no comprehensive catalogue available for the entire collection or 
even its sub-collections. An unpublished handlist of the Arabic section of the Second 
Firkovitch Collection has been prepared by Victor Lebedev and can be consulted at the 
Russian National Library (typewritten manuscript, Moscow 1992). For the Mu�tazil� mate-
rial contained in this sub-collection, the handlist is of little use. 
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manuscripts that are written in both Arabic language and characters but (still) be-
long to different parts of the collection.7 

The following descriptions include the current shelfmark together with former 
shelfmarks in brackets, references to earlier descriptions of the manuscript wher-
ever this applies, detailed physical description of each manuscript and details 
about its contents as well as identification, wherever possible. 

1. 

Firk. Arab. 104 (= Borisov, “Mu�tazilitskie rukopisi,” nos. 1 & 13 [II Firk. Yevr.-
arab. I 1104 & Firk. Arab. 28]) 

281 ff. of different paper size (ff. 87-221, 241-262, 265-268, 271-274: 17.5 x 14.3 
cm; ff. 1-86, 222-240, 263-264, 269-270, 275-281: 18.2 x 14.1 cm), consisting of 
one quire of eight leaves (ff. 1-8), five isolated leaves (ff. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13), quire of 
six leaves (ff. 14-19), one isolated leaf (f. 20), bifolio (ff. 21-22), quire of eight 
leaves (ff. 23-30, 31-38, 39-46), bifolios (ff. 47-48 [the correct order being 48-47] 
49-50), quire of six leaves (ff. 51-5 – upper half of leaves heavily damaged), bifolio 
(ff. 57-58), quires of eight leaves (ff. 59-66), six leaves (ff. 67-72, 73-78), bifolio (ff. 
79-80), quire of four leaves (ff. 81-84), bifolio (ff. 85-86), two isolated leaves (ff. 87, 
88), bifolio (ff. 89-90), quires of ten leaves (ff. 91-100), twelve leaves (ff. 101-112), 
ten leaves (ff. 113-122, 123-132, 133-142, 143-152, 153-162, 163-172), eight leaves 
(ff. 173-180 [remnants of original binding still existent for ff. 91-180]), six leaves 
(ff. 181-186), eight leaves (ff. 187-194), ten leaves (ff. 195-204), isolated folio (f. 
205), quires of eight leaves (ff. 206-213, 214-221 [remnants of original binding 
still existent for ff. 187-221] with exception of f. 205 that is evidently misplaced 
here), ten leaves (ff. 222-231), isolated leaf patched to f. 234 (f. 232), quire of six 
leaves (ff. 233-238, two isolated leaves (ff. 239, 240), quires of four leaves (ff. 241-
244), eight leaves (ff. 245-252), bifolios (ff. 253-254, 255-256), quire of six leaves 
(ff. 267-262), isolated leaves (ff. 263, 264), quire of four leaves (ff. 265-268), bifolio 
(ff. 269-270), quires of four leaves (ff. 271-274), six leaves (ff. 275-280), isolated leaf 
(f. 281). Many leaves are damaged in the margins and partly worm eaten. 

The manuscript consists of two originally different items (nos. 1 and 13 of Bo-
risov’s list), that have been merged with additional material added (ff. 223-281); 
the sequence of the physical units of the manuscript has partly been modified. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
7  The custodians of the Firkovitch Collection in St. Petersburg are constantly aiming at rear-

ranging those materials that were initially placed into “wrong” sections of the collections. 
– A working group at the Ben Tzvi Institute, Jerusalem, is at present preparing a catalogue 
of the other parts of the collection under the guidance of David Sklare, including the 
Mu�tazil� materials written in Hebrew script. 
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Fragment of the K. al-Mughn� of �Abd al-Jabb�r. The handwriting and papersize 
indicate that the portions contained in Firk. Arab. 104 belong to the same 
manuscript as Firk. Arab 105. The same careless naskh handwriting, with many 
cases of words, several words or even entire lines in the text crossed out. More-
over, numerous quires are numbered, which is equally the case with the quires 
belonging to Firk. Arab. 105. Numbering is found on the following leaves: 

Quires Present Foliation

T�si�at �ashar [min] s�bi� [7/19] 11a 

… [min] s�bi� [7/..] 13a

Th�lithat �ashar [min] s�bi� [7/13] 123a 

R�bi�at �ashar [min] s�bi� [7/14] 133a 

Kh�misat �ashar [min] s�bi� [7/15] 143a 

S�disat �ashar [min] s�bi� [7/16] 153a 

S�bi�at �ashar [min] s�bi� [7/17] 163a 

[illegible] 195a

T�si� wa �ishr�n min s�bi� [7/29] 205a 

�Ishr�n [20] 222a 

The manuscript contains the following chapter headings; in the table below, the 
former location according to Borisov’s description as well as references to the ed-
ited volumes of the K. al-Mughn� are given; references to the Mughn� in square 
brackets indicate the volumes to which the respective chapters belong as is known 
on the basis of the table of contents given by �Abd al-Jabb�r himself at the begin-
ning of each volume although the actual text of these chapters is not preserved 
among the �an��� manuscripts: 

Mughn� Borisov Chapter headings and present foliation 

[IX] no. 13:82b  G5�� �#� �
I��. %="�� �¿f l�!���y� � ��" 6# ��" ��I.f � G5

 ��S.)4�(  

[IX] no. 13:84b ?5�� 6# /	
 /

D� !���y� p��b� �� q` �# ��	. � G5
 %(�=�y� l�
 ��S. G5�� �#� /�3�?.� /.)6�(  
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Mughn� Borisov Chapter headings and present foliation 

[IX] no. 13:74b  G5�� �#� ������ 6# q
Dy�� q
D�� /(��D� �# ��k � G5

 ��S.)15�(  

[IX] no. 13:76b  !	����� � 8����. )�=�� �W	
 4U�� a�3 �L&�� ��k � G5
)17�(  
 no. 13:78a  %3�I�1P� � �L&��)19�(  
  � G5
 ��k � �?���y� G���"� 6# %�H ��k )19�(  
[IX] no. 13:70a  /	
 ��k �5� P �#� ��!���# £�=� x� 6# �(� �� �5� �# ��k � G5


 ��S. G5�� �#�)21�(  
IX/102 no. 13:62b  ��
�� �SC � J<<
^ 6# %�H ��k � G5
)23�(  
IX/113  !-���� /�=?� �# �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5
 /�=?� �� �5� P ��!���# �@# 

 }8�!�
# /@	=.)30�(  
 no. 13:54b  /. )�=�� �# G�� )�=�� l�"��� ���1 � 4�!(�� �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5


 c	(. �# ���� c"��� �)31�(  
 no. 13:56b  �<w�!- 8�!�.P� � %�
(�Dy� l���!(y�. )�=�� 4�!(�� �� � G5


 �<��(
� P �<D@Í)33�(  
 no. 13:58a  ���j�" !
=�� ��� �5� �# G&. )�=�� 4�!(�� �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5


 %?���y� ��=
�� 6# /	�3)35�(  
 no. 13:60b  P �� )�=��� � ��?��� GC ����+� �!"� ���(�� �!" � G5
)37�(  
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Mughn� Borisov Chapter headings and present foliation 

no. 13:61b j �W+� a�3 �r���!(# 6# ~���y�. )�=�� 4�!(�� �� � G5
 ��
 �!
��)38�(  

IX/161 no. 13:52a  ��k� 7!��� �y �C�@#M!" ��� ��
1�� !	��� %	?	� ��	. � G5

 ��S. G5�� �#� �<���^)46�(  

XI/492 no. 13:39a  /?	�&� �
(� �<=# %?5. ��� !" 6&Wy� G"�=�� �� � G5
)55�(  
no. 13:29a �" ��y�3 ��&� �� $�` P £�=� /�� � G5
 %w!� ��=� ��	- ���j)57�(  
no. 13:30b  /. J�=�� %�� � j�N�y�� ��!=y� �� � G5
)58�(  

[IX] no. 13:21b  �� $�` ��!���# £�=� /�=?� �� �5� >@N G� �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5

 }8�!�
# /�=?�)59�(  

[IX] no. 13:25b ��� >	�� !���# /�f ����" �W	
 �L&�� ��k � G5
 de /�f 7���" �#� !�
 !���# �C� !���#)63�(  

no. 13:15a  �¿�� ,�!i� /N� a�3 Pf ��!(y�. �<(�=� �5� P 4�!(�� �� � G5

 ��!(y� qN�� P)67�(  

no. 13:20a  /. )�=�� �� 4�!(�� )�=� %	?	� ��	. � G5
)72�(  
IX/138 no. 13:10a  ��

1 /��
wf �5� �# ��	. � G5
 /	
 ��k �5� P �#� 4!���y� �@��=
�

 ��S. G5�� �#�)75�(  
 G5
 ... 6�M!V��. )�=�� �� 4�!(�� )- 6# �� a�3 %�P!�� �

 ��S. G5�� �#� 4d�&�� j�!����)81�(  
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Mughn� Borisov Chapter headings and present foliation 

XI/516 no. 1:42b  ��=I(@# ��&� �� ~	�&��� )- 6# �� � G5
)91�(  
XI/520   /(��D� �# G� d
�� �� � G5
 8�(. �# ��(=��� ������ 6# ~�&y�

 �5� P ~	�&���)94�(  
XI/523 no. 1:47b  ���� de 6# ��(=��� ������ /
(=�� P �� ~	�&��� )- 6# �� � G5


)96�(  
XI/528 no. 1:50a  $�` P �#� ��=
�� 6# !
=�� /?�&� �� $�` �# ��	. � G5
)99�(  
XI/529 no. 1:50b  7�N��� � G5
 ~	�&��� c� /��*j 6D� �� G=?�� Æ�5�*P ���

)99�(  
XII/3 no. 1:53a  ���=y�� �:@�� � �L&��)101�(  
XII/4 no. 1:53a  7��k �@#!" �¬ ���� >@+� � �L&��)102�(  
XII/4 no. 1:53a  �:@�� %(	(- ��	. � G5
)102�(  
XII/5 no. 1:54a  �:@�� >@N ��	. � G5
)103�(  
XII/9 no. 1:56a  ��S. G5�� �#� �:@�� ���-� 6# %�H ��k � G5
)105�(  
XII/13 no. 1:58b  %
�=y�� J�=�� %(	(- ��	. � G5
)107�(  
XII/23 no. 1:63b  /(��� %
�=#� J�=�� l�
wf � G5
)112�(  
XII/25 no. 1:64b  j�(�3P� >@N 6# J�=�� �� � G5
)113�(  
XII/30 no. 1:67a  /#��=# £f >?@�� ��&D� ��	V�(# J�=�� d5� /� �W	
 G5
)116�( 
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Mughn� Borisov Chapter headings and present foliation 

XII/34 no. 1:69b  ��W�3 d5� �<	�3 j�(�3P� X�"�� ��� 7�N��� ��k � G5
)118�(  
XII/36   /��� 63 Ç
@� ��� 4��#��� J�=�� %�� ��	. � G5
)119�(  
XII/41 no. 1:71b i� a?@� 6# ��" ��I.f � G5
 )��()120�(  
XII/47 no. 1:74b  !(�=y� 7!(�=� �# 82^ G� %(	(- �v. ��(�� ��I.f � G5
)123�(  
XII/54 no. 1:78a  7�@#M!" �� )��� �*' G5
)127�(  
XII/59 no. 1:81a  %
D�&y�� %����V�� ���=�� n�� ��k � G5
)130�(  
XII/69 no. 1: 86a �=� /. 0S�� )��I�� ��	. � G5
 �:@�� %�� �)135�(  
XII/77 no. 1:90a  J�=�� !��� �:@�� �� � G5
)139�(  
XII/100 no. 1:101a  6# 7de /. )
��� �#� !	����� � ��&-�� 6# �:@�� /. !
�D� �W	
 G5


 /	
 /?��� �� ��
1��)150�(  
XII/104 no. 1:103a  /
N�� P� G<+� !T��� P �:@�� �� � G5
)152�(  
XII/116 no. 1:109a  6:�� P� �b�� P� �:@�� !T��� P �:@�� �� � G5
)158�(  
XII/119 no. 1:111a  ~	�&� /@3 G�K� P 7vI* ��� ~���y� ÇI� /� 0S�� /N��� � G5


 �:@��)160�(  
XII/123 no. 1:162r  ~	�&��� j�D
 ��	. � G5
)162�(  
XII/166 no. 1:124a =�� �¬ 82^ ��k �WD�� %<N 6# /. ��(�)173�(  
XII/182 no. 1:124b  �:@�� ��. � %�&b# G��D# ��k)173�(  
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Mughn� Borisov Chapter headings and present foliation 

XII/208 no. 1:130b  �:@�� � �L&�� 6# 2����� >@+�)179�(  
XII/209 no. 1:130b  �W<	�3 �!(� !
=�� �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5
)179�(  
XII/220 no. 1:3a « ���# P %
�=y� �� � G5
 �<�=
 6# ~�&y� �@)183�(  
XII/226 no. 1:5b  %
�=y� G=
 £f 23��!�� 7�3!� !" ~�&y� �� � G5
)185�(  
XII/306 no. 1:32b  ��S. G5�� �*' G5
)212�(  
XII/316 no. 1:34b  ��W�3 6.� a�3 ���
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Mughn� Borisov Chapter headings and present foliation 

 8����. ��=(� P n�
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Substantial portions of the second part of vol. ix could be restored on the basis of 
the material contained in this manuscript that is not extant among the manu-
scripts found in Yemen; a comparision of the portions preserved in Yemen and by 
the Karaites shows, however, that there are considerable differences between the 
two recensions.8 Moreover, at least ten other chapter headings in this fragment 
apparently belong to vol. x of the Mughn� dealing with human capability (isti
��a) 
that was also missing among the �an��� manuscripts. The majority of leaves that 
were evidently added to Firk. Arab. 104 after the publication of Borisov’s descrip-
tion, ff. 223-281, deal – with few exceptions – with the divine attributes and their 
ontological foundation. They apparently belong to vols. i to iii of the Mughn�, 
missing among the �an��� manuscripts. – An edition of ff. 101-281 (vol. xii) is 
currently being prepared by Omar Hamdan and Sabine Schmidtke. 

2. 

Firk. Arab. 105 (= Borisov, “Mu�tazilitskie rukopisi,” no. 9 [Firk. Arab. 3]) 
92 ff. of different paper size (ff. 1-13A: 18.2 x 14.4 cm, ff. 14-92: 17.5 x 14.3 cm). 
It contains a bifolio (ff. 1-2), an isolated folio (f. 3), a quire of eight leaves (ff. 4-
11), three isolated folios (ff. 12-13A), followed by eight quires of ten leaves each 
that are still bound together. The fragment was already described by Borisov with 
the exception of ff. 1-13A which were apparently added later on. Ff. 14-92, al-
though incomplete in the beginning and with the last leaves (ff. 86-92) heavily 
damaged in the margins and worm-eaten, constitute a consecutive text. Its quires 
(ff. 14-92) are numbered on the upper margin of the recto page of the respective 
first leaf (13/18-13/25).  

Fragment of the K. al-Mughn� of �Abd al-Jabb�r – the handwriting and paper size 
indicate that the portions contained in this fragment belong to the same manu-
script as Firk. Arab. 104. The same careless naskh handwriting, with many cases 
of words, several words or even entire lines in the text being crossed out. More-
over, quires are as a rule numbered, which is equally the case with a number of 
quires belonging to Firk. Arab. 104.  

For an edition of RNL Firk. Arab 105, ff. 14-92, see Omar Hamdan and Sa-
bine Schmidtke, “Q��� �Abd al-Jabb�r al-Hamadh�n� (d. 415/1025) on the Prom-
ise and Threat. An Edition of a Fragment of the Kit�b al-Mughn� f� abw�b al-
taw��d wa-l-�adl preserved in the Firkovitch-Collection, St. Petersburg (Firk. Arab. 
105, ff. 14-92),” Mélanges de l’Institut Dominicain d’Etudes Orientales du Caire 27 
(2007), pp. 45-138 (in press). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
8  See also J. Katz Hecker, Reason and Responsibility. An Explanatory Translation of Kit�b al-

Tawl�d from al-Mughn� f� Abw�b al-Taw
�d wa-l-�Adl by Q��� �Abd al-Jabb�r al-Hamadh�n�, 
with Introduction and Notes, PhD Thesis, University of California, 1975, pp. 335-64. 
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A fragment of the same codex, containing the portions immediately preceding 
the discussion starting on f. 14 has been found and identified by Gregor Schwarb 
in the British Library manuscript OR 2569, see his “Découverte d’un nouveau 
fragment du Kit�b al-mu�n� f� 	abw�b al-taw��d wa-l-�adl du Q��� �Abd al-�abb�r 
al-Hama��n� dans une collection karaïte de la British Library,” Mélanges de 
l’Institut Dominicain d’Etudes Orientales du Caire 27 (2007) (in press). 

Overview over the quires of this fragment: 

Quires Foliation according 
to Borisov 

Present foliation 

S�disa �ashar [min] kh�mis [5/16] 3a 

From f. 4a begins a new portion 

Th�litha wa-�ishr�n min s�bi� [7/23] 11a 

From f. 1a/14a begins a new portion 

Th�minat �ashar min th�lith  
wa-�ashar (13/18) 

1a 14a 

T�si�at �ashar min th�lith �ashar 
(13/19) 

11a 24a 

�Ishr�n min th�lith �ashar (13/20) 21a 34a 

I�d� wa-�ishr�n min th�lith �ashar 
(13/21) 

31a 44a 

Th�niyya wa-�ishr�n min th�lith 
�ashar (13/22) 

41a 54a 

Th�litha wa-�ishr�n min th�lith �ashar 
(13/23) 

51a 64a 

R�bi�a wa-�ishr�n min th�lith �ashar 
(13/24) 

61a 74a 

Kh�misa wa-�ishr�n min th�lith 
�ashar (13/25) 

71a 84a 

The fragment from f. 14 onwards begins in the discussion on al-i�b�
 wa-l-takf�r; 
that is followed by two completely preserved sections (al-kal�m f�), dealing with 
the criteria for assessment of reward and punishment (al-kal�m f� l-a�k�m m� 
yasta�iqquh� bih� al-thaw�b wa-l-�iq�b min al-ma���� wa-l-
���t wa-m� yatta�ilu bi-
dh�lika) (ff. 37bff) and on the criteria for charging with unbelief and fisq (al-kal�m 
f� l-ikf�r wa-l-tafs�q) (ff. 56bff). It has been disputed in scholarship to which volume 
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of the Mughn� this portion belongs. At the end of the section (f. 92a) there is a 
remark tamma al-juz	 al-��shir; this led Ben-Shammai (“A Note,” p. 303) to the as-
sumption that the section must have been part of vol. x of the Mughn� which was 
missing among the manuscripts found in Yemen. J.R.T.M. Peters, by contrast, 
comparing the extant parts with the sequence of topics dealt with in M�nakd�m 
Shashd�w’s (d. 425/1034) Ta�l�q Shar� al-U��l al-khamsa and Ibn Mattawayh’s Ma-
jm�� bi-l-takl�f, and attempting to identify the topics dealt with in the lost volumes 
of the K. al-Mughn�, argued that it is much more likely that this portion that deals 
with the issue of promise and threat and related topics was part of either vol. xviii 
or xix that are also missing among the �an��� manuscripts (God’s Created Speech. A 
study in the speculative theology of the Mu�tazilî Qâ�î l-Qu�ât Abû l-
asan �Abd al-
Jabbâr bn A�mad al-Hamadânî, Leiden 1976, p. 32). Daniel Gimaret argued simi-
larly that this portion is part of vol. xviii of the Mughn� (“Matériaux pour une bib-
liographie des �ubb���,” Journal Asiatique 264 (1976), p. 282 n. 6). 

The numbering of the quires of the portion (13/18-13/25), which were not in-
dicated by Borisov and therefore unknown to Ben-Shammai, Peters, and Gima-
ret who relied on the descriptions given by Borisov, further supports the views of 
Peters and Gimaret, as it allows conclusions about the location of the respective 
portions of the manuscript. Extensive portions of Firk. Arab. 104 that belong to 
vol. xii consist of quires numbered 7/13 to 7/29. This clearly indicates that ff. 14-
92 of Firk. Arab. 105 must be part of a much later volume of the Mughn�. Since 
vols. xiii to xvii are (with the exception of vol. xvii) completely preserved, it is 
evident that this portion must be part of either volume xviii or xix. As for the 
remark terminating this portion (tamma al-juz	 al-��shir) it is possible that this is a 
purely codicological remark without any relation to the logical division of the 
entire text, as was common practice in medieval Arabic manuscripts written be-
tween the 9th and 12th centuries.9 

Chapter headings contained in the manuscript: — 

 � G5
.. . 7M!� a�3 4�!" ��&� �� $�` P 82b�� a�3 4�!(�� ��)6�(  
 ���� � ��!(y�. �<(�=� ��	. � G5
)13�(  

                     /­N� a­�3 P A%­�$��y�� %­�j�=y� )­��� a­�3 ��­(=��� ���­��� �­. �­(� d?&�­��� É�­
-F� �� � G5

 %��$F�� É�(1F�)14�(  

:3� �<W:=� P ��(=�� ®(D� %.���� �� � G5
 %�$��y� )��� a�3 P� A�� )��Dy� J)17�(  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
9  See Geneviève Humbert, “Le �uz	 dans les manuscrits arabes médiévaux,” in Scribes et ma-

nuscrits du Moyen-Orient, sous la direction de François Déroche et Francis Richard, Paris 
1997, pp. 77-86. 
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��S­. G5­�� �­#� ����D­� �kf �­�k � J­&i� �#� /.�(3� ~Ý�&y� ���w ¥��D�� �� �5� GC � G5

)19�(  

 /	
 ��k �(� P �#� d?&���� É�
-F� a@=# /	
 �(� �W	
 G5
)22�(  
  ®(D­­� P ��S­­&
 n�(��­­1�. Pf c­­
�� P �­­W� ���­­��� �� � G5­­
 ��S­­. G5­­�� �­­#� n�(��­­1�. Pf

)24�(  
� �?g� �v.� £�=� /��(1 . ®(D� !" ��(=�� �� � G5
� �?=)26�(  

 ��(=�� ®(D� /. �# ��	. � G5
)29�(  
 J&i� 6# /	
 q` ��� 0S�� �# £�=� /@# �"� �� É�(1F� �SC �� � G5
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 /�
")35�(  
 ��S. G5�� �#� l�3�I��� 2��=y� 6# ��(=��� ������ /. )��D� �# ��&-� � �L&��)37�(  

 ��(=��� ������ 6# %	5=y�� %3�I��. )��D�� �� $�` �¬ TG"�� ��	. � G5
)38�(  
            G5­�� �#� �5� P �#� ��(=��� ������ 6# %	5=y�� %3�I��. )��D� �� �5� �# ��	. � G5
��S­.

)40�(  
 /. J:=� P �y �<�"��?#� %3�I�� J:=� �� ��� 7�N��� ��	. � G5
)42�(  

 �� J:=� P ��� 7�N��� �<"��?#� %	5=y� J:=� �Z ��� 7�N��� � G5
)47�(  
6­# J:3� �R�!-f� �=. 6# J:3� �W<@# !-�� G� �=. ��&� !" l�3�I��� 2��=y� �� � G5


 ¥�*��)51�(  
  G5
�5� P �#� 2��=y�� l�3�I�� 6# 7de 6# J:3� /�� �WD�� �� G(=��. J�=�� �� �5� �# ��	. �

 ��S. G5�� �#� �WD��� G(=��. J�=�� ��)52�(  
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 ��S. G5�� �#� l�3�I��� 2��=y� J:3 /. ��=�� �� �5� 0S�� )��I�� ��	. � G5
)54�(  
 )	D?���� ��?�F� � �L&��)56�(  

 ��k � G5
 /	
 �L|�� /���� 6# ��
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wf �5� P /�� � G5
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 ��S. G5�� �#� ���?� d5	
 �W�` �� $�` P 2��=y� 6# ���?� 4!-�� >	� �# �� � G5
)61�(  

� G5
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 ��S. G5�� �#� �?&�� �� ��=�� ��� n�I�� ��	. � G5
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 qCSy�� j�(�3P�� ���?� ��&� !" ��(�� �� � G5
)65� (  
 ���(�� ��=
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 G=
 6#� ��" 6# ����+� ��=
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 )D?. >	� �# 2��=y� � �� ��	. � G5
[�� ] ��S. G5�� �#� �?�)90�(  

3. 

Firk. Arab. 238 
27 ff. (19.4 x 14.6 cm) consisting of quires of eight (ff. 1-8) and six leaves each (ff. 
9-14, 15-20, 21-26) plus one isolated folio (f. 27). Remnants of original binding 
of ff. 1-14 and of ff. 15-26 still visible. Between 24-28 lines to a page. Different 
hand than Firk. Arab. 104 and 105. Heavily worm-eaten. Ff. 15-27 are in much 
better state than ff. 1-14 yet identical paper size and same hand leave no doubt 
that the portions are part of the same manuscript. Further specific feature of the 
manuscript: Ab� �Al� is abbreviated as �, Ab� H�shim is abbreviated as �. 
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Fragment of K. al-Mughn� of �Abd al-Jabb�r on al-kal�m f� l-akhb�r and on proph-
ecy and miracles (the latter portions correspond in part to volume 15: Tanabbu	�t 
wa-mu�jiz�t).  

Chapter headings of the manuscript with references to their respective locations 
in the printed edition of the K. al-Mughn�: — 

 /��=
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4. 

Firk. Arab. 265 
11 ff. (19.6 x 15 cm) consisting of two quires of six (ff. 1-6) and four leaves (ff. 7-
10) and one isolated leaf (f. 11) with 14-15 lines to a page. Following f. 6 there is 
a break in the continuity of the text. Largely vocalized naskh. On the lower mar-
gin of the two middle leaves of each quire (ff. 3b-4a and 8b-9a) is noted: ni�f. 
Names and booktitles mentioned: Ab� �Al� [al-Jubb���] (ff. 1a, 1b, 5b, 8b), al-
	asan b. M�s� al-Nawbakht� (f. 1b), Ab� H�shim [al-Jubb���] (ff. 1b, 2a, 7b, 9a), 
Ab� �Al� b. Khall�d (f. 2a), al-Na���m (f. 7a), Abu l-Hudhayl (ff. 10b; only the 
names of Ab� �Al� and Ab� H�shim are as a rule supplemented by the eulogy 
ra�imahu ll�h). 

Firk. Arab. 388 and 509 apparently belong to the same MS. 

Presumably a fragment of �Abd al-Jabb�r’s K. al-Mughn�. 
Titles of works by Ab� �Al� referred to: “f� kath�r min kutubih�” (f. 6a); K. F� l-
ma�l�m wa-l-majh�l (f 6a) [not mentioned in Gimaret, “Matériaux” and “Matéri-
aux pour une bibliographie des Jubba’i. Note complémentaire,” in Islamic Theol-
ogy and Philosophy. Studies in Honor of George F. Hourani, ed. Michael E. Marmura, 
Albany 1984, pp. 31-38]; [K.] al-Asm�	 wa-l-�if�t (f. 6b) [= Gimaret, “Matériaux,” 
pp. 280-1; “Note,” p. 32 no. 3]; Naq� al-jism �al� Ibn al-Rawand� (f. 6b) [not 
mentioned in Gimaret, “Matériaux” and “Note”]. Titles of works by Ab� 
H�shim mentioned: [K.] al-Abw�b (f. 8b) [= Gimaret, “Matériaux,” pp. 298-304; 
“Note,” p. 36 no. 1] 

On f. 3a begins a new chapter (fa�l) entitled: — 

                        6­# ��S­. G5­T�� �#� ��- a�3 /T�v. ÀJ�3 M2- �j�" ��3 £�=� /T�v. J�=�� M�� 6# ��(� �# %M�� � G5

���-�� � �L&��  

The beginning of the fa�l is as follows: — 

               �� a­@=y� � �L­|�� a­@=# � �� 4��­
3 � ��­?��Q /­��� 6­# �­�� P ��­
�� �SC � ~���y� �� J�3�
                  G	�!­�� %­<N 6# �
� �� q9	
 J�=. �� ���=y�. J�3 �� ®(
 /��S. J�3 �C ��3 £�=� /�v. J�=�� �f ��(�

       �&� ��¸ /��5�*�. J�3 �C J�=�� �SC ��   /@# %W&�� ��=
�� c�� �<	�3 /� .  4��­
=�� � �L|��
         G­­T(@� !­	?� /­­��� $�­` P a­­@=y� �S­C � ��­­i� %­:?� ��W=�­­1� �� 7�@#!­(� �­­# J	�D­� �­­# ��­(� �� �­C

                   ��­(@
 a@=y�­. )­�=�� �W	
 �L&��. �!
�� �<N��� � �L&�� �
� 6E� ��- £f ��- 6# /�M��� 82b�� :
G	�!­­��. c­­
w !­­"  7S­­C )��D­­� P /­­�� c­­
w� ��j�­­N�# ��­­	- ���j�­­" ��­­y�3 /­­��&. ��­­*� !­­" £�­­=� /­­�� 
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6# ��S.� J�=�� ��&� �� 6# M!. L
 7de /. ��� P �� ��k 6# ��*� !" /�� c
w� ��=y l�?5��
                  � $�­` P� 7j�D­
 �­@	. !­" �­�� /­W�=. ��­W�3 /­��� $�` P /�� �@W�3 !"� �# ���=� ��(�=�# /��-��­&� �

 �<@# 7�N�� ����!(#� ��#��=# /� �v. ��W�3 ...  
Further notes from the text (f. 6a-b): — 

   /��" 6#� x� /�� =]  2�3 �.� ... [    ��­(� x� /�� /�� a�3   /­
�� 6­# d�­� �6­# J­�=� 82b­�� �f 
              G­��� �S­C �­. 0S­�� �­C� ��­<�� �­C ��­�=y� ��­&�� �­*' /­N� 6# G<`� /N����­�=y� � /­.��� 

��<���   /
�� 6# 7de� ...    ��k !"� x� /­�� �   l�?5­��� 8�­���$��­N 6­# /­��(� �­# !­�t� �­# 
            � �­�k� ��­- a­�3 82b�� ��&. J�=�� )�=�        0!­����� 6­.� a­�3 JD­+� �­(�82b­�� ��­� �� 7d­e� 

               !­(
 /­��(� 0S­�� �­C �SC� 6�M!� ��?� a�3 /��� qN�� ��#�!=#� ��j�N�#!­" x� /­�� /­�� c­
w
l���
=�� 6# 6E 7���ä �¬ �@�#� ��f� ��
�� �SC � /��(� �# £f db� ���.  

f. 8b: —

   ��" !"�] J^�C �.� [  � ���­.��               J­�3 �­C p�­��# p�­��y� �v­. J­�=�� �f  ...�v­. J­�=�� �f� %­��i�
                    ��� }L5­?# �­� J­�=�� 2V­�(� J­�=�� �S­C �� 7��­1 /­	
 �%­��- %��i�/­�� � J­�=��� �­Z n�I��­� G­�� 

®(
 ������# ���� /� �� J�=�� 2V�(� p���#.  
5. 

Firk. Arab. 388  
Bifolio (20 x 14.5 cm) with 16 lines to a page. Largely vocalized naskh. On the 
lower margin of the two middle leaves of the bifolio (ff. 1b-2a) is noted: ni�f. MS 
heavily worm-eaten and damp-damaged. The topic treated in the fragment is the 
act of willing (ir�da). 

Firk. Arab. 265 and 509 apparently belong originally to the same codex. 

Presumably a fragment of �Abd al-Jabb�r’s K. al-Mughn�. 

Notes from the text (f. 1a): — 

          ��!(�=#� ������ ��y�3 /��� � /��- � 
 A!=.� /��<N .../­	3��j ~­��*� !"� ~��³ P ��!��# /���
� 4��� ... �� /#K�� !"� ~��³ P !" ��!��# /��� � /��-� ¥�*� c?��� !"� ...  
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6. 

Firk. Arab. 509 
6 ff. (18.6 x 14.5 cm) consisting of one quire of six leaves, with 14 lines to a page. 
Manuscript heavily worm-eaten – of the lower left margin of the leaves about 3 
cm are destroyed. On the lower margin of the two middle leaves (ff. 3b-4a) was 
apparently noted: ni�f. Due to heavy damage of the leaves, this is hardly visible. 
The manuscript contains two chapter (fa�l) headings (ff. 2a, 4b). Name men-
tioned: al-Na���m (ff. 5b, 6a). 

Firk. Arab. 265 and 388 apparently belong to the same MS. 

Presumably a fragment of �Abd al-Jabb�r’s K. al-Mughn�. 

Notes from the text: 

1a: — 

4�	i� � �*' G	�j  
 �� c
w !" /�� %«!" 4�	¸ ��	- /��� $�` P /�� a�3 �!� �¬�...  

1b: — 

��V�� �<	
 �*' G	�j 

2a: — 

!-�� !- a�3 /. )�=�� �� )�=�� n!5��. U|�� %�P!��� J�=�� �� � G5
 

4b: — 

 ...�� /N��� a�3 7����k �# �	H U�3�� �!@�� � ��(�� ��S�� ��!Ã 0S)� ( �L&�� ®D. � 
 /	�3
7�!3 �# a�3 /M
@� �# /���� 6# ����k !"� ���&�� /. ��I� �¬ /	
 .  

4�!"� J�=. �j�" ��3 �@# �j�(�� ��=�� �� a�3 %�P!�� ��k G5
  
                        � ��­y�3 G5­- !­" /­�� J�=. ��3 �@# !-���� �� a�3 �!� {��3�� l�
wf � 7��k �@#!" �# �� J�3�

��-            P� ��­y�3 /­��&. /5­5� �­#� 6# M!. L
 dg�� P /��?� ���1� ��3 de� }LC�N /��� �<	
 �5� 
                a­�3 ,�!­- �� �!­3� ,�!­-� j�­N� 6­# �<
�­��� ���­1 P� /­��k ��S­� aV­�(y� ��&� �� �5�

 �!3 �� /N�... 
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5b: — 

 G	" � 
 :   - � /��� ��y�3 /��� j!m !" �@# ��=�� �f J��" 6�� 6#�}LC�­N /��� �5� ��� ��y�3 /��� ��
 ~��*� GC���:@�� x� /�� %(��I�� 7SC � ...

6a: — 

     63 a&� �# �#v
 ��:@�� )�1f 2.� �@�	^ x� /���� 7�@#!­" �­y !­	?	
 /D?@� ��3 �@# ��=�� �f 
                         ��­1 j��D­�� ��­� �­y ��S­�� �<­��H ��j 8�	­^�� j�­-' ���­@�� �� >?@­�� l�?­� )- 6#/D­?@� ��j

 ��*�...
7. 

Firk. Arab. 90 
92 ff. (paper size ranging between 17.4 x 13.2 cm and 18.5 x 14.2 cm) consisting 
of: quires of eight leaves (ff. 1-8), nine leaves (ff. 9-17 [f. 17 bound together with 
9-16; not due to modern preservation measures]), four leaves (ff. 18-21), eight 
leaves (ff. 22-29), four leaves (ff. 30-33 – these leaves presumably did not make 
up one quire originally. Paper size of bifolio 31-32 much smaller than bifolio 30-
33 and written in a different hand. Identical size as ff. 50-57 and also belonging 
to Yeshu�ah ben Yehudah’s Jaw�b�t al-mas�	il f� l-�arayôt), eight leaves (ff. 34-35-
36-37-38-39-40-44-45 [between ff. 40 and 44 there is an additional bifolio (ff. 41-
42) and one isolated folio (f. 43)]), four leaves (ff. 46-49), eight leaves (ff. 50-57),
two isolated leaves (ff. 58, 59), one bifolio (ff. 60-61), two isolated leaves (ff. 62, 
63), quire of four leaves (ff. 64-67), one bilofio (ff. 68-69), quires of eight leaves 
(ff. 70-77), of ten leaves (ff. 78-87 – remnants of original bindings of the last 
mentioned two quires (ff. 70-87) are still visible), and five isolated leaves (ff. 88-
92 – these, and only these, underwent modern preservation measures). Other-
wise, most leaves are in bad condition. 

Fragment of K. al-Mu��
 of �Abd al-Jabb�r (additional fragments of this work in 
the collection: Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3033 (30 ff.); 3104 (33 ff.); Firk. Yevr.-Arab. II 
1224 (277 ff. [not everything belonging to K. al-Mu��
]); 2363 (6 ff.); 2370 (4 ff.); 
BL Or. 2529, ff. 1-88. Possibly also belonging to K. al-Mu��
: Firk. YA I 3106; 
3471; II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. II 2366. 

Fragment moreover contains portions from the introduction to Yeshu�ah ben 
Yehudah’s Jaw�b�t al-mas�	il f� l-�arayôt (ff. 31-32, 50-57, 64-67). (Gregor Schwarb, 
who has identified these fragments, has prepared an edition of the Introduction 
(muqaddima) to the Ris�la f� jaw�b�t al-mas�	il al-mushakkaka f� l-aray�t). 
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Three further fragments of the same copy of Yeshu�ah ben Yehudah’s Jaw�b�t 
are preserved in Firk. Arab.-Yevr. 183, 342, 373. 

In the following table of chapter headings to be found in the manuscript and the 
corresponding page numbers in Ibn Mattawayh’s recension of the work (Kit�b al-
Majm�� f� l-Mu��
 bi-l-takl�f, vol. 1, ed. [as a work by �Abd al-Jabb�r] J.J. Houben, 
Beirut 1965) will be indicated. 

Ibn  
Mattawayh Firk. Arab. 90 Chapter headings 

 2� G5
  
 G	" � 
 :     P �� q­9	
 �P�� ��­=
�� 7SC �C J&#��=# �� ��W�=� � � 


    ��­�.�w �­�k ��W�=� . �­@.��9
 :            �� J­�=� JD­+� d­e a­@=# �­@W�3 �kf �­��
?@­­. P /­­. )­­�=� ���� �­­@W�3 ��­­	��w �­­@��- ��5­­
 %?­­� a­­�3 JD­­+� >

�P�� �@��- �L´ .  
��" :                 ��j /­. ,j�­- �­#� )�=� J�=� �!�D� �� G
" �j�(�� �� c
w �kf

 ���-��...  
 2� G5
  

 G	" � 
 :            J&��­" a­�3 ������­� ���­��� ��­&� �� �S­C a­�3 q­9	
 .
�@.��9
 :              dg�­�� �­<:� �v­. Pf %�W+� a�3 �<W�=� P ������ ��  j!­9����

                   P a­@=# £f ��D­N�� ,!­¸ J­�=�� � �­(�?� 6­E� %­	�=?�� )��� a�3
 6# M!. L
 �rP�- ���1 � /@# ��� ...  

��" : %�W+� )��� a�3 ������. 0���V�� J�=��...  
 3� G5
  

 G	" � 
] :�[             a­�3 P JD­+� de %��i� ��� a�3 ��kf ���!� �� q9	

�r�
wf .�@.��9
... :  

��" :                   �S­C a­�3 ���­N �­C G5­?�� �S­C a­�3 �!­(�y� �L&�� �� J�3�
 ��tD��... 
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Ibn  
Mattawayh Firk. Arab. 90 Chapter headings

4� GG5
  
 G	" � 
 :             %­�W+� a­�3 /­���- J�W�3 �kf G3�?�� ��	�*�. 7dg� �<:� �¬

7�!­­3 �­­# /­­	�3 ��D­­	"� }L­­�� ���=Nv­­
 .�­­@.��9
 : 6­­� /­­�f)� ( �5­­�
}L5?# /W�=� P G�� l�
wf.  

��" :�� ���1 >	(� �� �5� P ���-� a�3 ��DN ...  
5� GG5
  

  G­	" � 
 :        ��­
# 4��­� ��­� �kf)� (     7j�­="� G­3�?�� ... ��­" :  ��­	"
 6��#�� � �C�+� G(@� n��?# 7j�="� �j�(��...  

1/49 6�  ��­­.    a­­�3 �%­­��j d5­­�� 2��­­=y� 7S­­C l�?­­� 6­­# J­­�=� �� q­­` �­­W	

��DN�� ,!-

6� GG5
  
 G	" � 
 :    �2­C �# �­@.��9
 :  �!­-f l�?­��� ¥�­*��� �<w�!­- �R

j�N��� � �<#!(�� � JD+�  
��­­" : ,!­­- a­­�3 /­­. �!�D­­� �� �5­­	� ��?­­� ��­­&�� J­­�=� �� q­­`

 �C�+�...  
7� GG5
  

G	" � 
 :J��" �# J�	� /w!- a�3 ���!
 .�@.��9
... :  
��" :� �Z�5­- j!­9�� /­�� ��D­N�� 6­# d�­� � 4���­� �@W�3 !"

 %<+�...  
11� GG5
  

� 
G	"  : �G3�?. ��S� ��&� P /�� 6�� 6#��@.��9
 ...   
��" :%­��- /­@# G­=
 ��­
 ��­����# ��­� �­# G3�?��. p���y� �� ��!@3

 /	
 ��k cV�"�...  
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Ibn  
Mattawayh Firk. Arab. 90 Chapter headings 

 13� G5
  
            G­	(��� ��j ~	?|� ���� a�3 �!(� �@# �j�(�� � 
 A!=.� ... £f

/��"/#!=� 82b�� 8�(. � 
 A!=.� .  
��" :   �� G­	(��� JD+�            ��5­y� �� �­W<&��� %�­� � 8��­1 ~­	?|

l�?5�� ���1 ��j K	���� �C ��S� 

 15� G5
  
 �j�(�� 4�!" � �wt� /�� � /#!=� 82b�� 8�(. � 
 A!=.� ...  

��" : �!=�� ,!� l�5�� l� c
w !"...  
 16� G5
  

           %­y�3 /D­?� G­=` �� �5­� �� ��!­-� � ��­(�� �S­C a­�3 q` ����
 l�#��=y�....  

��" : 2i� £f �N�� ��=�� %?� �� c
w !"...  
 17� G5
  

G	" � 
 : �@.��9
 �/	
 a@=y� ��k j�N� J�=�	
�...  
��" :             q­9	
 ��#�!­=# JD­+� p���� qN�y� a@=y� ��&� �� GI. �kf

 ��j�N�# ��&� ��...  
 17� G5
  

G	" � 
 : �%?5�� 7S� /��� qN�� a@=y� ��S
�@.��9
...   
��" :� %
N�# �¿�� 2V�(� %��i� l�
wF aV�(y...  

 19� G5
  
          G­�� Pf >	� %
"�=�y� 4j�V�y� %?���y� l�?5��. ����y� �� J�3��
       l�?5­­�� 7S­­C /­­	�3 �5­­� �­­<=# %?­­� G­­�W�� q­­` �­­W�� 2­­i� ��

 J�3�� /��" £f 2i� ��S&
 %
"�=�y�...  
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Ibn  
Mattawayh Firk. Arab. 90 Chapter headings

��" :�� Pf >	� l�?5�� /	�3 q"�=� �# �� J�3� 2i� �� G...  
21� GG5
  

 l��� %����� J=�� ��� 6# s��i�. /��!� �# G� �� J�3��...  
��" :        p�!­y� j�­N� �­# ��­	- /­��� a�3 ~"� �kf ����!# /��� �� J�3�

...  
1/133 21�  ��.��j�N�# £�=� /��
wf �  

G	" �f : �@.��9
 �/�	�j �#...  
��" :       � 4j��F�� 4�!(�� ��S� ��� J�3�     j�N�# £�=� /�� a�3 �P!�1P�

...  
1/26 23� ��.!	-���� ���.� %�H ��	. �  

1/28 24�  ��.x� a�3 %��!�� l�w!�� l�
wf �  
G	" �f :�@.��9
 ��r�?� �#� 2C �#... :  

��" : a�3 �!� �<�� {��3��...  
1/32 27�   ��.������ l�
wf �

29� GG5
  
G	" � 
 :5- $��N J�=	
� �l�<+� � /��

34�   G5
...  
38� GG5
  

                G­
" �5­� P� p�!� P /�� /�=
 Pf >	� £�=� %
��=# )��� �� J�3��
��
�� }L�# /� ��=� �� /��
wf.  

��" : !C�b� >	� £�=� 0��
�� �� J�3�...  
1/97  39�  ������ G���l�?5�� � �L&�� �C� 

1/97  39�  ��.<	�f O��� GH ��k ���k � �  
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8. 

Firk. Arab. 259 
8 ff. (18 x 12.1 cm) consisting of one quire of eight leaves, with 14-15 lines to a 
page. Lines 1 to 4 on ff. 7b and 8a are illegible since these pages stick together at 
the upper margin. Topics dealt with: al-amr bi-l-ma�r�f wa-l-nahy �an al-munkar (ff. 
1-5a), God’s being powerful and knowing (ff. 5a-8b). Text structure: b�b and fa�l. 
No names mentioned.  

The fragment is part of a commentary on the U��l al-khamsa by �Abd al-Jabb�r, 
possibly his own Shar� that was so far lost. In the following, the complete text of 
the manuscript is given, with the portions of the text that are identical with �Abd 
al-Jabb�r’s U��l al-khamsa [ed. Daniel Gimaret on the basis of MS Vatican Arabe 
989: “Les u��l al-�amsa du Q��� �Abd al-�abb�r et leurs commentaires,” Annales 
Islamologiques 15 (1979), pp. 47-78 (introduction), pp. 79-96 (text)] underlined. 
The arrangement of the material, however, is unusual; the section on divine at-
tributes is directly preceded by the section on commanding the right and prohib-
iting the reprehensible. This disagrees – if both parts indeed belong to the same 
treatise – with MS Vatican Arabic 989 and the later recension of �Abd al-Jabb�r’s 
commentary by M�nakd�m.10 
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10  Shar� al-u��l al-khamsa, ed. [as a work by �Abd al-Jabb�r] �Abd al-Kar�m �Uthm�n, Cairo 

1384/1965 [numerous reprints]. 
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 /� G	" :                d
­� �­¿� �C!C�b­� �­C $�­`� Pf %	5­=# P G­. /	
 ��(�� �SC ��(	
 /@	=. ��=� P /�f  L­
 4
     /W�3 ��� /@3 c�v1 �# �5�]3� [  �� �­@« P �W� 4dg� c��� �f� �&@� �� G(=�� � qN�� ��dg�

/@3 2<@��� 7��&�f ��N� 6# �@« P ��S&
 /�=
 63 ����NK# /@3 ��	<@# /�3�
 ��&�.  
��" � 
 :�q` P� 7��&�f 6D� /�� /	
 G	" L<
 j�<�NP� %(��� �# 2��=y� � >	��  
 /� G	" :                        >	­� /­�� 7�­&@� �� /­� 6­&� � /�=
 /� j�<�NP� X�D� 0S�� /N��� a�3 /	�3 �!"� �f /�3�
 �

      /­� >	­�� �­&@� �� q­` �	
" �<
 ��k G=
 /� >	� j�<�NP� ß�D� P %<N a�3 /	�3 �!"� �f� �	
(.
/@3 c�v1 �# ��I.f ��k �� %���w %WD".  

 G	" � 
 :     
� %�
�@�� p�� j�� �� >	��       7�#� qN�� 4j�3� %(��� s�@�� �=]4� [ �# �5� ~	&
 ��S.
�J��"  
 /� G	" :                %�j�3 ¥�*� �	- 6# �	
(�� G3�
 %�K­@� ��k !=. ��� /@3 c�v1 0S��� /��- G5- �kf

               � q­N���� ®(D­� P /��� dD� �S=� /�=?� � �� /�� ��k a�3 T�!� G?@�� G=?� � /�� P /N��� �SC a�3
   � �S� �� q` )¸ /	
)� (           p�­� /­�� P 7�­���k �­y /­	�3 d&@­�� q­N� /­�� a­�3 G­	�j ��k �� /	�3

                     � �f� 4��!­��� ~�D­�� /­	
 qN�� �# /	�3 �&@� /�� 4��y� 0k GN��� %�K­@� ��
�� �SC d5�� %�
�@��
��
�� �SC � s�@�� ���-� ~��³ �	- 6# 7de a�3 ��k �&@�.  

 ��" � 
 :    P 6# s�@�� � >	�
                        �­�k )­�=� 6­# s�­@�� 6­#� ®­(
 ��(��­. Pf �­&@y� 6­3 2<­@�� 6# �@« 
�/	
 J&��" ~	&
 ��I�D�� O��´  

 /� G	"] :4� [         ��­<:. /­.�N� )­�=� P� !­-� G� a�3 �C����k ��� l�?5�� a�3 qN�� ��k ��(� ��f
                   ­�� ���­1 a­�3 T�j �� �­W� É�b­�� �S­C a­�3 T�!­� � /­.�N� a�3 T�j �# �j�=�� ��I�D��  a­�3 l�j�5

         £�=� /��" �� ��k a�3 T�!� � �<"L�*��  �!­=��. �W<­@	. ���¾�½�°v
�) 49/9 (    P� /­	
 �	5­³ P ��­3
  ��k a�3 %��!�� l��¤� ���1 ��S�� É�^ .        6­# ��­� �­WM.�� %��5­Q �­=. )­�=� �­WM.�
 /.�N� �#v


                   ��� /­@	=. �­�k /­
��� %­��* ��D­�F�. �­&@y� )­�=� � 
 l�	?	&�� {��
          /­�<N 6­# �K­�� 7d­g. )­�=�
                        ��­� �f �­#�
 7d­e 6­# d&@­�� J&- /@# d&@�� J&- 6W
 7de 63 ®(1 J<V=. /. ��" �k 
 %	
�&��

 4j��$ 7dg�] ...5� [��
�� �SC %�H �S<
 /@	=. /#K�� �� �@�« �. 
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l�?5�� � �L&�� ��.  
G	" � 
 : ��j�" /�� a�3 G	�!�� �W
  
 /� G	" :    � � G­=?�� ����­&� �� q­9	
 G­=?�� £�­=� x� 6­# �­� !­"� �j�­" 6­# TPf �5­� P !C�b­�
���j�".  

G	" � 
 :��j�" /�v. J&� a�- G=?�� £�=� x� 6# �� !" /�� 6�� 6#�  
 /� G	" :�!­(� �­W	
 �@	. !"� /�
" 6# j�N��� £f �!=�� 6# O�* /��� /@# M�� !" G=?�� �� �@��" a@=#

    -� 0S�� �C £�=� /��c­
�
 �<�=?� �� �5� P ��� {��3�� 6# �� ��� �#� ��DN�� 6# ��=�� ,!
 /@# �� !" G=?�� �� ��S.]5� [���j�" ��&� �� q9	
 2��
��� q��&�� 6# �5� �W�.  

G	" � 
 :��j�" 6# Pf �5� P !C�b�� � G=?�� �� 6�� 6#�  
 /� G	" :          3 �S=�� 6# n��?� �� q` /@# �� 6# �v. �@W�=��@?­�� �­<	�3 ��­� 6­# %­"��?y� 7SC� /	�

�j�" /�v..  
G	" � 
 :����j�" £�=� x� ��=� �� ~�&y� �K�� /N� 0� a�=
  
 /� G	" :�­@# !­-����� ��­�Q ��­	�*�. ���j�­" �5� � /�� ��K� P� �K� � �j�" /�� J�=	
 7����k �# J�=� ��

          /�(=� �# a�3 ��� P ���j�" /��� � /�� J�=�� P �# a�3 ���j�" /��� q` G. �@# �j�(�� � !C�b�� �
�(@­�� !�K� 2��=y P �j�" /�� j�!3��� s�@N�� 6# /� ����!(# ��&� �� �5� �# G� a�3� /� %��¿

 !=. 6# ��=y ���j�" ��&� P /�� �
@1�]6� [/?�� �# 0j� !(
 ��k J�3 ßk 
.  
G5
  

G	" � 
 :��3 /�� a�3 G	�!�� �W
�  
 /� G	" :!­�K� �­# £�­=� x� 6­# �­� !­(
 ��­3 6­# Pf �5� P %e�	5��� %.��&��� %W&�� ��=
�� ��

��y�3 ��&� �� q9	
 %=@5�� 6# /	
 �# q��93 a�3 ��D�F� /(��� ��&-F� � �<	�3.  
G	" � 
 :�Á��k �# a�3 %�Pj G=` �� �5	� %W&�� ��="��. ��!��� �#  
 /� G	" :  !"!­-�� 6­# �5­� �­�f� �j�­" G­� 6­# �5� P q	�o�� � /N� a�3 �?� !" G=?�� �� �@W�3

�� a­�3 �!­� /­. J­&� G­=
 /­�v. ¥��� �SC 0�` �W3 dg
 %e�	5��� 4��
=��� %.��&�� �E �*' ��j
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     �SC� /. ��3 /�3�
]6� [             � 2­?&� %­�WÍ J­�=�� �� /�	5?� £f �@. %N�- P� %�W+� � ���=#  %�­�
%�P!��.  

 G	" � 
 :              �!­� P �� q­` /­@# J&��­
 ��­=. >	­� /�3�
 �� a�3 �!� � �kf ��=
�� 6# J&� >	� �#
���3 /�� a�3 /	
  

 /� G	" :                        G­� 6­# �5­� J­&�� >	­� �­#� �­@	. �W� 6��j�(�� ���1 a�3 7�S=�� ��k a�3 J&�� �j ��f
�� 6# /���� ��=. >	� /�� a�3 �!� ~	&
 �j�"��=. >	� 6¬ /��5� ��=
.  

G	" � 
 :���
�� �SC � ��=� �� ~�&y �K�� 0S�� G	�!�� �W
  
 /� G	" :               /��� ��K� P� �K� � ��3 /�� J�=�� l�#��=y�� l�"��� � �	5³ de 6# ��y�3 £�=� /W�=� �f

    G&. /. ��3]7� [              k J­�=� �­�f� /­� ��#��=# ��&� �� �5� ���=# G� �� ���=#           ��­y�3 �5­� � /­�� /­W�=� �­�
               �­*' ��­- � J­�=� �v­. £�� ��­- � J­�=� �v­. >	­�
 G­�=�� 6# %�=� P /��S� ��S� /��� ���Q ��	�*�.

                   �­�k �L­´ �­@# ��­=�� ��� ��f� 7de J�=� �v. /@# £�� ��#��=# J�=� ��.� ...      ��­�Q ��­	�*�. J­�=�
        �� 
 ��y�3 /�=N !" £�=� /�� �� !" /��                  0S­�� c­"��� �� /­	�3 ��­y�3 G­=N 0S­�� /­N��� a�3 J�=� 

/
�" � /. J�=�� G5- 0S�� �!(��� J�=�� )�*.  
 G	" � 
 :                         � �­�k �5­� P� %=­���y�� l���­=��. 7d­g� /­�"��?# J­�=� �­�f !C�b­�� � J­&�� G=?�� �f

�/. ��3 /�� a�3 %��j �¿� J�=� ~	&
 £�=� /��=
�  
/� G	" :4��=�� �f J&�� >	� �W	
 G5� ]7� [ G5�� M!. P�...  
 ...                     /­@# �­<:� �­¬ �@
�3 �# ��@� 4��=��. ��&-F� /��=
� � J�=� ��v
 !=.� �!� �� q9	
 4��=�� ��

     �C��²� �C������ ���1P� n���� � £�=� .            6¬ �(� ��k ��� ��� %?��Q /	
 0�m P 4��=�� �� ¥�� P�
     �­@�« � ��=. >	�        ~D­�� n��­� ��­#K�� !9­1 ��­� �� �@D­�� �­=. � ...    �� �
­� �­�k �L­I.�

 4��
=�� G=
 �<� /N��� �SC 6# /�=
 � 4��=��...  
]8�[  

...  
��	- /��� 6# M!. L
 �!(�� J�=� �� �� 6# G� �� ��@	..  

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


SABINE SCHMIDTKE 412 

 /� G	" :                  �­#� �!­(�� J­�=� �� /­	
 G­	� ��	- /��� 6# �@# !-���� O�*� �# �� �@W�3 !"/­��� � G*!­�
             ��­	- /��&. ��y�3 ���j�" /��� %�� )�=� q9	
 �!(�� J�=� �� �5� ��	- ./­��� )­�=� �­y /­�� ¥�­� P�

       q` � �����#4 ��WDN /��&. ���j�" .../­��� �­
 G*!­� !­(
 /. )�=�� �� /	
� G*j �� ��k 6# O�*
          �Z�5­�f 6­3 ��D­N�� �=. O��	
 �!(�� J�=� �� �5� P �# ��WDN��­&� �� 6­3 O�­� P� �j�­(��.

��WDN.  
G	" � 
 ... : ���j�" ��	- /��� �....  

]8� [J��&�.  
 /� G	" :G­=?� �� �5­� 0S­�� �­C �j�­(��� %­�ï. p�!­� ��­� �kf M>�� p�!� �� �5� 0S�� �C 2i� �f

                     ' ��­- ��S­. K­	Ã !­(
 �­	-� J¿�� � J<"�?�� �# 6��j�" J¿�� � �	-�� ���-� ~��� !"�   %­� ...
��	- ��&� �� q9	
 ���j�"� �����jf /�� £�=� /	
 ��(� �� �@�« L
.  

��" � 
 :���
�� �SC � /�
�=# ~�&y� 6# �K�� 0S�� �W
  
 /� GD" :              %����1�� /� %?5�� 7SC ��N� J�=�� ��K� P� �K1 � ��	- /W�=� �f ...�­�f� �<­@3 /­N�

       �	�*�. ��	- d5� � /�� J�=�� ��k J�=��­=. � ��­&� �v. >	�
 ��	- ��&� /��S� /��� %�=� P� ���Q �
 ��	- l�"���...  

d5. �	� /�� a�3 G	�!��
9. 

Firk. Arab. 264 
18 ff., 15 lines to a page, consisting of one bifolio (ff. 1-2) and two quires of 
eight leaves (ff. 3-10, 11-18). There is an interruption in the continuity of the text 
following f. 10. 

Fragment was misidentified by Lebedev as Ab� Rash�d al-N�s�b�r�’s (early 
5th/11th century) al-Mas�	il f� l-khil�f bayn al-Ba�riyyin wa-l-Baghd�diyyin.11 Text 
contains no indication of the authorship of N�s�b�r�, earlier authorities referred 
to are Ab� H�shim (frequently) and Ab� �Al� (once). Topics dealt with are sub-
stances (jaw�hir) and accidents (a�r��). The author of the commentary (the basic 

11  Eds. Ma�n Ziy�da and Ri�w�n al-Sayyid, Beirut 1979. 
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text is always introduced with „q�la al-���ib“) refers on f. 10b to his own K. al-
Man� wa-l-tam�nu� – a clear indication that the present fragment is part of a work 
by �Abd al-Jabb�r. The frequently mentioned al-���ib is certainly the vizier al-
��
ib Ibn �Abb�d (d. 385/995) which suggests that the fragment is part of a 
commentary by �Abd al-Jabb�r on one of the writings of ��
ib Ibn �Abb�d, pos-
sibly his K. Mukhta�ar asm�	 All�h wa-�if�tih�. – A fragment of another copy of 
the same text is preserved in Cambridge T-S Ar. 12.10. I am grateful to Maurice 
Pomerantz for having brought this fragment to my attention.  

Notes from the text: 

f. 2a: — 

%�vD#  
q-�5�� ��" : �j�(�� ,!� �� $�`� ... ��k � ����� 2����� � /	
 ,!� Jw �����...  

f. 3a: — 

%�vD#  
q-�5�� ��" : �9- �@(	�=�� �SC� %��i� �� ��&D�� �#�N j�W�3P� �C !��y��... 

f. 3b: — 

                      ~	�v­��� �­#�
 l��­�Ô�� ���­�Ô� !­��y� �C /�� j�W�3P� � x� /�� /
CS# 6# M�(�D� 0S�� �� J�3�
              82­^ 2­C� j�W�3P� 63 !���� ��V�� /�� �#�+� � ��k /��
)� (       /­#L� 6­# d
­� ...    � ��­" �­WM.��

 l���i�� j�W�3P� �f 7de� !	����� ����... 

f. 5b: — 

 G=
 6# �C G. %�H 7S<
 �
�I�� j�W�3� G3�
] ...6� [��
�� �SC � %	
��  
%�vD#  

 q-�5�� ��" :               ��­&�� �S­C ��&� �� $�` P� /	
 ��&� 6��� 7��� £�=� x� )�* ��- ��� � �C�+��
 %��i� ��D"� 6# ... 

f. 6b: — 

q-�5�� ��" : ��&�� ,!� �� $�`�]7� [��&# de � �C� 8K+� �  

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


SABINE SCHMIDTKE 414 

 �� J�3� %�­� ��­&� �� q­9	
 /­	�f Pf O�­�� P� /­� J­&i� q­N��� /­��� 8K­+� � ,!­� ��&��
��&y� � ��� �kf /	
 7j�N� %�5� ��&# de � �C� /	
 7j�N�

f. 8b: —

J^�C �.� �@�	^ ��" : qN�� ��k %�� P ���...
f. 9a: —

%�vD#  
q-�5�� ��" : ��k 6# ����� ,Lw l���- ,!� �� $�`�...

f. 9b: —

 a�3 �!� 0S�� �� J�3�...
f. 10b: —

 � J^�C �.� �@�	^ ��k !"�...  
       � ��k � ��(�� �@��^ !"�  ���W���� �@y� ���� ... �­�k aWD­� P /�� J^�C 2.� �@�	b� �# !"�

 %���=y� !@3 /&��� �5� 7j�N� �# �� ��=@#...
f. 11b: —

 ...��^ ��
�� �SC � 6E �@��^ !"� 2"�
�� ��&� �� �C� J^�C 2.� �@�	^ %(��� a�3 �*' ��
 a(
� P 0S�� �:@�� 63 !���� J�=�� �� a(
� P �W3 !���� P

f. 13a: —

 ... G5?�� �SC � ��(�� c?b� !" %�W+� 7SC�
%�vD#  

q-�5�� ��" :{��3Ô� %?��Q %=W�» �C��N �C!C�b� ��� ��DNÔ��  
    �� 0S�� K	���� �� J�3���S­� ��­� �­� /­�� /­��k � /­	�3 �C �# £f �N�� �C %��C�+� �C��+� /. �

 s�@N�� ���1 � /��# �5� %�=�...

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


MU�TAZIL� MANUSCRIPTS IN THE ABRAHAM FIRKOVITCH COLLECTION 415 

f. 14a: — 

%�vD#  
  q-�5­�� ��" :                   �­�� a­�3 J­�3 ��­��y� J­�3 a­�# ��­&� �� �­C %	D­?@�� l�?5­�� �f �­@��" a­@=#�

���� ¥�» %?5�� ��� 0�m� ��#�!=# �� ��� ��j�N�# %?5���	5  
 %	�� %:?��� 7SC �� J�3�... 

f. 16a: — 

�C��+� ��. Á  
{��3�� ��.  

     J^�C 2.� 63 ��	��- q-�5�� ��" :           �­¿� ��­���3� c­	� �­�f {��3�� �f ...    2­C� ��D­N���
                  �­# ��­=I��� �­<
L�*� �­# l�C��&��� l�j��F�� �<
L�*� �# ������ 2C� %?��Q s�@N� a�3 ¥���

 �<
L�*�...  
f. 16b: — 

    �@�	^ �� J�3� J^�C �.� � ��k �#�+�     {�­=� �­�� �­¿� {��­3�� !- �  ...    �­
� �­Z ��­&� P�
... 

f. 17a: — 

           � ��k 2�3 �.� �@�	^� /. M!� �# £�� �S<
 ...       �� a­�3 �­�� J­^�C 2­.� 63 7�@	&- �# /#L�
          �� ��
�� �SC � �L&��� {��3�� 6# cD	� J�!(�� ��� 4j��F�        2��­=y� ��j 8�­���. )­�= ...  �­#��

/.��.� � }L5?# /	
 ��(�� 829	1� ���&�� � 7��k !(
 {��3�� s�@N� 

f. 18b: — 

������ � ��.  
           J­^�C 2­.� ¢	b­�� 6­3 ��­	��- q-�5�� ��" :             {�­	
��� j��D­�� 2­C� %­?��Q s�­@N� ���­���� ...

s�@N�� 7SC 6# !-�� G�� ������ ���1 6# �R�
���j��D��� /D@N 6# ��� �y G�# �C  

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


SABINE SCHMIDTKE 416 

10. 

Firk. Arab. 403 
6 ff. (26.5 x 17.7 cm) consisting of one bifolio (ff. 1-2) and one quire of four 
leaves (ff. 3-6). The manuscript is heavily damaged; due to worm eating and 
damp damage, the last seven lines of every leaf are illegible. Fragment of 
Mu�tazil� treatise dealing with man’s obligation and means to know God. 

Apparently a commentary (ta�l�q) on a work by �Abd al-Jabb�r, yet not his K. al-
�Umad (cf. f. 3bf: wa-qad dhakara f� l-�Umad ...). Possible written by a Zayd� adher-
ent of the Baghd�d� school (cf. f. 5a, 6b); at times he is critical towards �Abd al-
Jabb�r. Names mentioned: Abu l-Q�sim al-Balkh� (f. 3b, 6a), q��� al-qu��t [�Abd 
al-Jabb�r] (f. 2b, 4a), Ab� �Al� [al-Jubb���] (f. 1a, 4b). 

Notes from the text:  

f. 2b: —

G5­� a­�- 4��­#�� � �­:@�� £f O�­�� P �@# !-���� �� �C� �*' G	�!. 4�V(�� 2��" �!�1� !"�
  4��­­#�� J­­�=� �� 2­­?&� G­­. 6­­:�� /­­� ...G­­N� �­­&?�� £f O�­­�� P� 6­­:�� ��­­�� /­­�� � 4��­­#� �­­¿��

 ��5-...  
f. 3b: —

 ...         �­C �­C �­�f ��@�� �� 6# J1�(�� 2.� ��" GI
� �S��P ��­&� ��S­� ��­� �­� /­�� ����­� G	��D­� '
�kf q­` ��­&� !�!-� �9- G� 63 !���� ��� G. Æ�5�y� !�!i�� Æ�5�y� 2i�. ��k ���
G­� � q­` ��­� G­. ��­?=��� ��y�. ��k ��� P ���� ����� '�Z� G	��D� �� !�N a�3 !�N ���

 7!@3 ����� '�Z� q�(@� �� ¥�*� 4��1 c�� �kf 4��1 ��k �L* �@
�3 !"�...  
%�vD# . G	" � 
 :   J��" !(
 ...            2­C 4!C�b­� P� 4���� ��=� P £�=� x� %
�=# )��� � ...

           2C 4!C�by� ��W=�1� �� Pf !C�b# �<
 s��i� 6# %1�¸ ...  ����] .4� [!­(
 0���V­�� �#v

            7de G
" 6# �@# !-���� £f G5� 0S�� J�=�� /�� ���&�� � ��k�� %<
b­. /D­?� 6­3 /­	?� /@&« P� 

 � ��k !"� �^!W=�� �kf %<
b� >?@�� 63 /	?� /@&« P /. ��=�� �# /�� ...
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f. 4a: — 

       /WD(� J�
 �!�.� G5� �# �#v
 4�V(�� 2��"          G­(=�� ��­W� 6­# �­C �­# /­@# ��­(	
 JD­(� �� q­N����� 
           G�# G(=�� ��W� 6# ��&� L
 G(=�� ��W� 6# >	� �# /@#�            /�!C�­^ �kf s�­@�� �� ����D­�f !C�b­� �� 

                 �­�k G5­� G. G(=�� ��W� 6# ��k ��&� P� 8�!�
# ��k ���� Pf /�!C�^ 0S�� /�� cW�3 /�
�3�
/	
 JZ��"� ~��� 8L(=�� �� £�=� x� G
" 6# �!�.�  

f. 4b: — 

G5
  
 ­­=� �� q­­N�� 4!C�b­­y�. ��­­=� P £�­­=� x� �� a­­�3 ��­­�&�� � �!�­­1�� �� q­­N�� 4!C�b­­y�. ��

                  ¢	b­�� �­� �!�1� %�P!�� 7SC� �D@+� 6�SC 6# O�� P 7!C�b� �# P JD9�� %¡	C� ��WDN ��&�
                               s�­@N�� 6­# ��D­@N ��­&� �� q­` ��­&� ¥�­� £�­=� x� ��­� �­� ��­(
 ¥�­� P £�=� x� �� 2�3 �.�

       ������� ��DN�� 2C� ¥�� ��� %�D��) � ������ (l���i��       l�­"�o
P�� l�­3�W�NP�� l�@&D­��� 
              ���­��� �� ��!@3� %�D�� s�@N�� 7SC 6# O�³ P 7!@3 l�	��y� � 
)  � ���­��� (   O�­³ P� ¥�­� P

        ����� �� ��WDN ��&� �� 6# l�	��y�) � ����� (            �­��# �­@C�C >	­�� �WD­(�� 6�SC a�3 �5�(� �S<�

  ­­�� !C�b­­� �� �5­­� £�­­=� x� �� � �L­­&��   7S­­C �� �� �­­�k � �L­­&��� /V­­(@� � ��S­­�
 P �� ¥�
 !=. 6# 2�v� P �� �<D?� � �5� GC %(��I��...  

 ��" �v. G5?�� �SC � 4���� ��=� P £�=� x� �� a�3 �!�1��...  
 �5� P ��V�� �WD(�� 6�SC 6# ��� P 0���V�� �� 6# 7��k �# �� Jw...  

f. 5a: — 

G­­	" � ­­
 :�� �5­­� P   �­­<W��j� ���I­­��. G­­<+� �
­­"� J�:��­­. %­­(�=�y� 4j��F� �
­­" J­­�=� )� ( J­­�=� P
   ��D���. J�=� ��f� ���I��. . /� G	" :             j�­(�3P� ��S­�� ���I­��. %­�W+� )­��� a�3 %#��=# 4j��F�

 %�W+� )��� a�3 ��#��=# /��k ��� �f� ���I��. }L5?# 82b�� %?� J�=� �� �@�« P� G<N �C 0S��
. %?�v�D­­# %­­�Pj £f �­­@9�-� ���I­­��. }L5­­?# l�S­­�� J­­�=� �� �­­�j�� �kf� ���I­­�� . �kf �­­�� ¥�­­� P�

 ��!C�^...  
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%�vD#  
��­­" � ­­
 : �� �­­&?��� �:@��­­. J­­�=�� �� q­­N����
 4!C�b­­y�. P� 4���­­� J­­�=�� � �kf £�­­=� /­­�f J�­­�" ��

        � 6# J<	
� ��#F�� ��1��� U´ J�=�� /�f ��(� 6# s�@�� J�=� /�� ��( .../� G	" : J�=�� �#f ...£�­=�
 J�=�� �� 6&« P �@�� U´...  

f. 5b: —

���t­1 /­	�3 ��!­"F� 6D­� � }L­<N ��­&� �� /­	
 6#t­� � �kf !­	�(��� �� �@��" a�3 ���vD� J¿� J�3�
          (�3� £f �:@�� /�jt� �� 6# 6#t� � %�P!�� � ���@�� �� ����" J¿� �R!-��­:@� �# ��- � /�� �	
" j�

�­:@�� 6­3 a@g�­1P ��­�=y� J­�3 ��
 ���=y� J�=� ��W�3 /��� J�3 �� /�� J�3 /	�f 0jt� �# �� J�=� P /	

 a­­�3 ��!­­"F� �
­­(� �� q­­9	
 G­­<N j�­­(�3� £f �P�� �­­:@�� 0jt­­� �� ��­­- �P�� �­­:� �k ­­
 �P!�­­1P��

 /@3 ���+�� �:@��...  
f. 6a: —

 ̂  �#v
/­�� ��­(�� �	­
(. >	­�� 6D­- !­	�(��� �f� 2N�­� !­T�(y� �f ��­(� /� 
 2��
�� J1�(�� �.� �@�	
G­
��@�� G­=
 ��� �­_ !­(
 l�­
N���� G­=
 6# �� �W� 2N�� �<
 !	�(��� a�3 �(�
� £�� ��� J�=�� G=


               ­�3 /­#�!"f �­# ��	N�� ��&� �� $�` P !�(y� �� �5� P ��V�� �C� £�� ��� �<=#�­C 0S­�� �	­
(�� a
Tp�b­�� p��­^� ���­=y�� �­:@�� 6­# /­	�3 q­N� �­� G*� !" /��� ��(=��� �S�� /"�(��1�� !	�(���

 ...  
f. 6b: —

�@#ty� d#� ��" É�* 6. ,��- �� 0��� : G�� �� �@#ty� d#� �� ¥���...

11. 

Firk. Arab. 103 (16.9 x 12 cm) (= Borisov, “Mu�tazilitskie rukopisi,” no. 10 [Firk. 
Arab. 16]) 
147 ff. (16.9 x 12 cm), between 17 to 19 lines per page; containing twelve chapter 
headings. The manuscript is badly damaged; virtually none of the leaves is com-
pletely preserved because of damage in its margins and numerous wormholes in 
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most leaves. It underwent preservation measures in the 1980s but in a way that 
proved to be detrimental to its decipherment. It consists of isolated leaves (ff. 35, 
36, 37, 44, 66, 67, 91, 92, 111, 112, 123, 136, 137), a bifolio (ff. 9-10) as well as of 
quires of six (ff. 1-8, 38-43), eight (ff. 93-100), ten (ff. 46-55, 56-65, 68-78 [includ-
ing an additional isolated leaf], 101-110, 113-122, 138-147) and twelve leaves (ff. 
11-22, 23-34, 79-90, 124-135). There are breaks in the continuity of the text at the 
end of the respective physical units of the manuscript, and in no case does the 
text continue at any other location of the manuscript – at least as far as the prob-
lematic state of the manuscript allows the reader to judge.  

Fragment of K. Ta�affu� al-adilla of Abu l-	usayn al-Ba�r� (d. 436/1044). Possibly 
copied by �Al� b. Sulaym�n al-Maqdis�, the famous Karaite writer of the 5th/11th 
century (see below no. 13) – the handwriting of Firk. Arab. 103 is very similar to 
that of Firk. Arab. 111 and 119, all of which are autographs by �Al� b. Sulaym�n. 
Moreover, the manuscript is written on small-sized paper typical for �Al� b. Su-
laym�n.  

Two other fragments of the same work are preserved in Firk. Arab. 655 and 
Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 4814. Most of the portions of Ta�affu� al-adilla that are con-
tained in Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 4814 are also contained in this manuscript: 

Firk. Arab. 103 Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 4814 

32b:1-36a (36a preceded by 36b!) 48-53b:7 

39b:2-45b:12 30-37 

46a-50b:10 22a:7-28 

51a:15-55b 11-17a 

56b:40-63a:11 38-47 

84b:16-89a:15 64-71 

123b:13-130b:18 1-10 

131b:5-135b 56-62b:11 

In only one case could a parallel between Firk. Arab. 103 and Firk. Arab. 655 be 
found (103:100b:12-end of leaf = 655:1b-... – noteworthy insofar as in 103 there 
is no indication that there starts here a juz	 th�lith of the work).  

For an edition of the extant portions of Ta�affu� al-adilla, based on MSS Firk. 
Arab. 655 and Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 4814 together with Firk. Arab. 103, see Abu l-
	usayn al-Ba�r�, Ta�affu� al-adilla. The extant parts introduced and edited by 
Wilferd Madelung & Sabine Schmidtke, Wiesbaden 2006. 

In the manuscript, the following chapter headings are to be found (supplemented 
by some further notes from the text): — 
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 �<#!3� j��y�. �<(�=� ��-� 0S�� �� a�3 %�P!�� �#��) ...3�(  
��. �  ...
�� �WD�y� �C 2"�) ...9�(  
��. %	��y� � �L&�� )10�(  
��. J<<
^ ��k � ) ...50�(

 j���� 6�!^oDy� %��!C 7�� ���� � 2�L"�
�� 6. 7��k JD(�� �SC ��I.f �� J�3��) ...66�(  
 %��!Z� 7�� 0S�� /.��� � ~���y� ��k !"�) ...93�(  

��. G�SZ� 2.� �@�	^ qCS# %��&- �  J�=�� �)100�(  
��. ���-�� ���
�# /. ��9�-� �# ��k � )102�(  
��. ���-Ô� �	
�@�� /
b�� � )109�(  
��. ���j�" TGN� MK3 /��� G	�=� � ]��y�3 [ ��	-)112�(  

 4�	i�� 4�!(�� � �*' G	�j)113�(  
��. ��«!" ��j�N�# /��� G	�=� � ]��	"�.� [ ����!#�)115�(  
��./�� �  2��=y P /��S� ��	- ���j�" ��y�3 /��� )��D� TGN� MK3 )121�(  
��. %#�!=# 2��=y P /��?� )��1� TGN� MK3 /�� a�3 %�P!�� � )136�(  
��. %w!� ��=� ��	- ��y�3 ���j�" ��&� �� $�` P TGN� MK3 J�!(�� �� a�3 %�P!�� � )137�(  
��. TGN� MK3 x� �� a�3 %�P!��  %«!" ��=y P 2- ��3 �j�")144�(  

12. 

Firk. Arab. 655 [Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 4595] 
71 ff. (25 x 21.4 cm), consisting of isolated leaves (ff. 25, 36, 61, 62, 63), of bifo-
lios (ff. 34-35, 45-46), and of quires of six (ff. 47-52) and of eight leaves (ff. 1-8, 9-
16, 17-24, 26-33, 37-44, 53-60, 64-71).  

Fragment of K. Ta�affu� al-adilla of Abu l-	usayn al-Ba�r�. The fragment has a ti-
tle page stating (f. 1a): — 

x� /�� 0�5
�� 2�3 6. !W� �Di� 2.� ¢	b�� ~	@5� %�j�� �?5� ���� 6# ������ 8K+�  
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It contains a dedication to a pious endowment to Y�sh�r, the son of the noble-
man 	esed (al-Fa�l) al-Tustar� and to his descendants; “whoever sells it or 
changes the condition of the endowment will be cursed” ( ��� ��� 	
 ��� �� ���

��� ��� ���� �� ����� ��

 ����� ��� ������������� ���� � ). Beneath the dedica-
tion is a barely legible translation of the title of the manuscript into Hebrew ( ���

 ���� ����� ...������� ������  ...). 
The person mentioned in the dedication is presumably Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tus- 

tar�, a well known Karaite dignitary and leading Karaite theologian of the second 
half of the 5th/11th century who was evidently interested in Abu l-	usayn al-
Ba�r�’s thought (see below, nos. 16-23); it is likely that the manuscript was copied 
during his lifetime.  

For an edition of the extant portions of Ta�affu� al-adilla, see above no. 11. 

The fragment contains the following chapter headings: — 

 J�=�� � G�SZ� 2.� �@�	^ qCS# %��&- � ��.)1� ( 

 ���j�" �K� � TGN� MK3 x� �� a�3 %�P!�� ��.)2� ( 

TGN� MK3 x� �� a�3 %�P!�� ��. �K� � �W	
 2- ��3 )3�(  
 ,!� J�=. J�=� �� $�` P /��S� ��=�� �� � ��.)20�(  

 �	
(�� a�3 �j�" TGN� MK3 x� �v. ��(�� ��.)32�(  
 ���=# G&. ��3 TGN� MK3 x� �� � ��(�� ��.)40�(  

          3 >@N G� 6#� l���!(y� 6# >@N G� a�3 �j�" TGN� MK3 x� �� a�3 %�P!�� ��. %��¿ P �# a�
)42�(  

 7de ��!(# a�3 4�!(��. TGN� MK3 J�!(�� ~�� � ��(�� ��.)59�(  
 /�=?� P /�� U*� �# a�3� /�=?� P /�� J�3 �# a�3 �j�" TGN� MK3 x� �� � ��(�� ��.)61�(  

The parallel to the last chapter (f. 61a ff) is found in Ibn al-Mal�
im�’s K. al-
Mu�tamad, eds. Wilferd Madelung and Martin McDermott, London 1991, 
pp. 599-607; see Sabine Schmidtke, “The Karaites’ Encounter with the Thought 
of l-	usayn al-Ba�r� (d. 436/1044). A Survey of the Relevant Materials in the 
Firkovitch-Collection, St. Petersburg,” Arabica 53 (2006), pp. 122-42. 
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13. 

Firk. Arab. 111 (= Borisov, “Mu�tazilitskie rukopisi,” no. 11 [Firk. Arab. 21]) 
154 ff. (14.5 x 11 cm), between 16 and 18 lines per page. The manuscript was 
completed in Fus
�
 in Rajab 472/December 1079-January 1080 by �Al� b. Su-
laym�n al-Maqdis�, the famous Karaite writer of the 5th/11th century.  

Extensive fragment of K. Dhakh�rat al-��lim wa-ba��rat al-muta�allim by the 
Twelver Sh��ite al-Shar�f al-Murta�� (d. 436/1044), as is indicated in the colophon 
(f. 154b): 

/@3 x� 2�� aV��y� G	�+� aV��y� ~��b�� 8L#f J�=�y� 4d5.� ��=�� 4d*k ���� Á
                  q­N� �<­^ � �5­# É�ID­?. 6W	�­1 6. Ò�3 /D?@� /�D� 6# ß�
�472/­��W=� a­�3 x !­Wi�� 

7!-� �=�1� /.� �D- �C�.12 

The manuscript in its present state exceeds by far the portions described by Bo-
risov, according to whom it consists of 110 leaves only. The first chapter heading 
noted by Borisov to occur on f. 12a figures in the manuscript in its present state 
on f. 53a. It is to be assumed that later additional fragments of the manuscript 
were found in other parts of the collection and were placed together with the ma-
terial described by Borisov. These additional parts, one quire of fourteen leaves 
(ff. 1-14), three quires of eight leaves (ff. 17-24, 25-32, 34-41) respectively, as well 
as three single leaves (ff. 15, 16, 33), belong mostly to the chapters of prophecy 
and imamate. The manuscript is incomplete and there are numerous breaks in the 
continuity of the text, which occur as a rule at the end of the respective physical 
units of the manuscript. The following parts of the edition of the text (ed. A
mad 
al-	usayn� [in the following abbreviated as A	], Qum 1411/1990-91) that was 
based on two manuscripts – one completed on 25 Jum�d� I 892/ 19 May 1487, 
the other apparently dating from the 11th/17th century – have equivalents in the 
manuscript: 

Ed. A	 Firk. Arab 111 

83:1-94:17 128-135

159:20-176:2 116-127

177:10-178:11 33 

185:5-223:10 60-89 

12  The proper name ��l� is a transcription of the Hebrew �El�; see A.Ya. Borisov, “The time 
and place of the life of the Karaite author �Ali b. Sulaym�n,” [Russian] Palestinskij Sbornik 9 
(1962), p. 112. 
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Ed. A	 Firk. Arab 111 

228:2-244:14 106-115 

249:15-275:14 90-105 

350:20-355:18 140-143 

371:18-383:7 25-32 

411:6-423:5 42-51 

429:1-449:1 1-14 

458:6-470:10 17-24 

470:10-471:20 16 

485:11-497:12 34-41 

530:11-541:15 52-59 

592-607:20 144 (beginning of folio 144 destroyed)-154 

Chapter headings contained in the manuscript with the corresponding page 
numbers in the edition of A
mad al-	usayn�: 

 Firk. Arab. 111 Ed. A	 

��#F� l�?� ��	. � G5
  1a 429 

 /	�3 �@#ty� d#� a�3 %#�#F�. �@�� X�"� a�3 %�P!�� � G5

J�D��  

6b 437 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 14 (= Ed. A	 449:1) 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 15 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 16 (= Ed. A	 471:20) 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 24 (= Ed. A	 470:10) 

4j�=�� n�* /N� a�3 ��� %���=y� �S=� �� � G5
  27b 375 

4�
@�� a�3 �'�(�� %�Pj %<N � G5
  29a 378 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 32 (= Ed. A	 383:7) 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 33 (= Ed. A	 178:11) 
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Firk. Arab. 111 Ed. A	 

 �@#ty� d#� �� � G5
 ... ��1��� !=. JCd*� s�@�� GV
�
J�D�� /	�3  

37b 490

&-� � G5
 a3M!� 6# %.��� J�D�� /	�3 �@#ty� d#� 0��» ��
J<@# /�.��

40a 495

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 41 (= Ed. A	 497:12) 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 51 (= Ed. A	 423:5) 

=��� ������ M)��D# � /. ��!
=� �# ��	. � G5
��(53a532

)D?��� ��?�F� � G5
  54a533

��&-��� 8���� � �L&��  56a536

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 59 (= Ed. A	 541:15) 

 ~I��� � �L&��  60b186

 MJ<# £f 4��^P�� /@3 %?���y� l���
=��� ~I��� a@=# � G5

/#�&-�  

60b 186

 G5
4!D?y� �

� ~I��� ��N� a�3 %�P!�� �  66b190

�
(�� � /?I� 6# �� /� ~I� P 6# ~	�&� � G5
  70a195

~T�&y� ��(3 /@# 6D� � ~I��� G=?� � �� TGN� MK3 /�� � G5
  71a196

/N� ��j G=?�� � /N� a�3 ��� �kf ~I��� � G5
  71b197

 ����� � �L&��  73a199

%�vDy� 7SC � �WT�&�y� �. ��!� 2��=# ��k � G5
  73a199  

 q` P �	�!�� £f �N�� �W	
 ����� �� a�3 %T�j�� ��k � G5

£�=� /	�3  

74b 201

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


MU�TAZIL� MANUSCRIPTS IN THE ABRAHAM FIRKOVITCH COLLECTION 425 

 Firk. Arab. 111 Ed. A	 

 �P¤� � �L&��  81a 211 

/#�&-� MJ<# ��k� ��� l�
wf � G5
  81a 211 

�� ��� �<	�3 6D� ��� 7�N��� ��k � G5
�
(�   84b 215 

����@:# �� ��#��=# �M#f �?@�� 6D� ��� �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5
  87b 220 

��@:y�� ���=y� ��V�� �
!� 6D� ��� �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5
  89b 223 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 89 (= Ed. A	 223:10) 

 %
Z�. {�=�� ®(D� GC � G5
8��.F��  91b 253 

�P �� d*v���. {�=�� È�
# !�K� GC � G5
  92b 254 

 �� q` P TGN� MK3 /�� � G5
)�� q` :G��� A���� ( !���
��V�� G=
 !@3 {�=��  

 

92b  

 

254 

 pL#�� %��$f� s�?@�� �L��. {��3�� 6# �K�� �# ��k � G5

�
�@y� �I"�  

93a 255 

 ��NP� � �L&��  97a 261 

/�!��
� GN�� %(	(- � G5
  97a 261 

 ��� � /��# ��� G�(�� P�� �	=� �� $�` ��� ���(y� �� � G5

qN�� de ��i�  

 

98b 

 

261 

%��� P 2(
� G�(� � �� /�� a�3 �I(�� q` P ���(y� �� � G5
  99b 264 

n�$��� � �L&��  100b 267 

&� P n$��� �� � G5
��S. ~��� P ���i� ��� �PL- TPf �� 

  
102b 269 
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Firk. Arab. 111 Ed. A	 

 ��- 6# a�3 Mj���� /.L�N�� /
�� %	?	�� n$��� %
��f � G5

q1�&y�  

103a 271

��=1�� � �L&��  105a274

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 105 (= Ed. A	 275:14) 

%��&
�� a�3 Mj��� � G5
  108b232

¢1�@��� ����� a�3 Mj��� � G5
  110b234

{��3�� � �L&��  112b239

{�=�� �� TGN� MK3 x� a�3 M)��D� ��� 7�N��� � G5
  112b239

 {��3�� 6MWV�� � M��Vy� 6# 6T&W���. TGN� MK3 /�� � G5
 ���
 /@# /@&# 6# ��j �P� G=
 6# a�3 {�=��  

114b 242

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 115 (= Ed. A	 244:14) 

 ��¡	^ P� M�b�� P� M6:�� !T��� P� J�=�� !T��� �:@�� �� � G5

J�=�� ¥�1  

116a 160

!	�&��� j�D
 � G5
  119b164

J<�=
 6# �¿�� ���=y� a�3 ���!(� j�
=�� �� � G5
  120a165

@�� ��N� � G5
 ��� /��� /.�N� %<N� TGN� MK3 x� %
�=# � �:
l�
N����  

121a 167

 �L&��� �:@�� /	�3 q` a�- G"�=�� ��|� ��5- %	?	� � G5

/�(	(-� ���|� >@N �  

124a 171

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 127 (= Ed. A	 176:2) 
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 Firk. Arab. 111 Ed. A	 

 G5
 s�@N� 6# Mj�V�y� 6# ~���y�� )?�y�. )�=�� �!(�� �� �
/C�N�� ��S. �<(T�=� %	?	�� j�
=�� l���!(#  

129a 85 

G=?�� �!T(�. ���³ 4�!(�� �� a�3 %�P!�� � G5
  131a 88 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 135 (= Ed. A	 94:17) 

�� a�3 Mj��� � G5
s�  138b  

¥��5@�� a�3 �L&�� � G5
  139a  

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 139 

¢D@�� � �L&��  143b 355 

����b�� ¢D� 6# /��.v� �W	
 j�<	�� a�3 j��� � G5
  143b 356 

Break in the continuity of the text following f. 143 (= Ed. A	 356:12) 


 4j��F� £f %=N���� ������ 6# £�=� /	�3 0�` �W	
 G5
%C��&���  

148b 600 

 �!(� �# G=?� � �	- 6# ������ 6# £�=� /T(��D� �W	
 G5

%��5Q ��=
� 6# /	�3  

150b 602 

 

8�3!�� ��&-� 6# %�H ��k � G5
  151b 604 

As is evident from the above table, the manuscript contains five leaves that have 
no equivalent in A
mad al-	usayn�’s edition, namely f. 15, the last part of the 
chapter containing a refutation of the dualists (thanawiyya) (ff. 136a-138b), fa�l f� l-
radd �al� l-maj�s (ff. 138b-139a) and fa�l al-kal�m �al� l-na��r� (ff. 139a-b), which is 
incomplete in the end. That ff. 136-138, which do not contain any chapter head-
ing, belong to the chapter dealing with the dualists, is evident from the text itself. 
Moreover, in al-Murta��’s K. al-Mulakhkha� f� u��l al-d�n (ed. Mu
ammad Ri�� 
An��r� Qumm�, Tehran 1381/2002), too, the discussion about the dualists (fa�l f� l-
kal�m �al� l-thanawiyya) (pp. 285-89) precedes the chapter f� l-kal�m �al� l-maj�s (pp. 
289ff). In addition, the wording of the beginning of the fa�l f� l-radd �al� l-maj�s, 
where the author refers to his discussion above (f. 138b), indicates that the pre-
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ceding part belongs to the chapter on dualists.13 Unfortunately, ff. 138 and 139 
are heavily damaged so that the text can only partly be reconstructed. Moreover, 
the manuscript contains a long section in the chapter on divine assistance (lu
f) 
that has no equivalent in the edition (ff. 61b:7-64a:4). 

On collation with the manuscript preserved in the Firkovitch collection it be-
comes apparent not only that the manuscripts used by A
mad al-	usayn� differ 
significantly from the copy produced by �Al� b. Sulaym�n; but also that the lat-
ter manuscript can in many cases help to improve significantly the text of the 
edition. For a more detailed description of Firk. Arab. 111, see Sabine Schmid-
tke, “II Firk. Arab. 111 – A copy of al-Shar�f al-Murta��’s Kit�b al-Dhakh�ra com-
pleted in 472/1079-80 in the Firkovitch-Collection, St. Petersburg,” [Persian] 
Ma‘�rif 20 ii (1382/2003), pp. 68-84. 

14. 

Firk. Arab. 541 
4 ff., consisting of one quire of four leaves. The fragment might have been earlier 
part of a larger fragment. In addition to the pagination (ff. 1-4), there can still be 
seen an earlier pagination by a Western hand (pencil), namely f. 1=27, 2=28, 
3=29, 4=30. The fragment contains a kal�m-style proof of the createdness of the 
world and (from f. 2b at least) a refutation of the Dahriyya.  

The fragment is part of the long version of al-Qirqis�n�’s (fl. 930 C.E.) K. al-
Riy�� wa-l-�ad�	iq. For the equivalent passage quoted below (al-ma�n� al-th�lith f� 
l-qawl …), see RNL Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3143, fol. 64a:7ff. 

Notes from the text (f. 2b): — 

                         %­<+� 7S­C 6­# �!­(�� c­
w� 6­# ��­" j�D­
f� ,!i� l�
wf� 2C�@�� P �# � ��(�� � ������ a@=y� .
        P� ��=�� ��� P /�� ����C!�� J3$ ... 	^�� ���0S­��� %­��¿ L­. 82­^ 6­3 ��¡	­^ ,!� �K� � 8�

       /@3 h�@� /�� ��(�� �SC GI
� ...�­�k� %��� P !1�
 �<
 !1�
 ��" /@3 h�@� �# G�� ��� !1�

 Æ��^� 6# aV# �# G� ��� �f /��...  

13  s��� a�3 j��� � G5
 . ��w £�=� J�!(�� ��&� �� %�j�� 6# /. �@	?� �#� %��@��� a�3 �L&�� 6# ��(� 8PtC a�3 �L&��
!" � J<
CS# GI
� J<V=. /�
w� �f� ��WDN /���
�� J¿� ��I	b�� ,�!- a�3 �!� ��DN�� ,�!- a�3 %�j�� ��	"� ��I	b�� �

 ��«!"...  
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3b: — 

 4�" 6. c.�w �C� %?1L?�� 6# �w!�� �=. J3$ !"�...  
15. 

Firk. Arab. 630 
12 ff. (13.5 x 9.9 cm), consisting of one quire of twelve leaves, 17-18 lines to a 
page. Manuscript is heavily worm-eaten.  

Contains two fragments by Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�, the first being a fragment of 
his K. al-Talw�� il� l-taw��d wa l-�adl, apparently from the third chapter: b�b f� 
ithb�tih� sub��nah� ��liman, the second being a fragment of his commentary on 
the Arabic translation of Aristotle’s Metaphyics. 

Other portions of these two works by Tustar� are to be found in MS British 
Library Or. 2572, ff. 47bff. For a partial edition and translation of the British Li-
brary MS, see Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, Rational Theology in In-
terfaith Communication. Abu l-Husayn al-Ba�r�'s Mu�tazil� Theology among the Karaites 
in the F�
imid Age, Leiden 2006, pp. 75-107. Another fragment of the K. al-Talw��, 
containing textual portions that presumably belong to the last chapter of the 
work, B�b f� anna l-shar��i	 al
�f, are preserved in MS Adler 3960 (held at the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary, New York), ff. 12-18. On al-Tustar�, see also Gregor 
Schwarb, “Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�’s Kit�b al-�m�,” Ginzei Qedem 2 (2006), 
pp. 61*-105*. 

Notes from the beginning of the text (f. 1a): — 

       /��=
� J�=� �� a	3 �j !" ...                   ��­� ��S­
 /­	
 �­(� �"��­@�� ��#��­. /­W�3 � �v. ��(�� �#�� ��
 �3 >	� ...  ��3)� (               G­I
� P /(�=�# ��-� ��W�� %�	V
 J�3 �C �	- 6# J�=�� �� �(� ��#��.

                6­# �­#� )­�=�y�� /­� ��­W� �­C �# £f j�=� �#� ��W&�� �� /(�=�� �P�W� /��� G&
� P ��W&�� �� /��W�
         %�	V?��� )��(i�� ������ GI
� P O��* 6# ��� ��#��� ��W&�� O��*     6­# /���
­1 J�!­(�� %­#���� 

  ��Ã)� (  J�=��)� (               � ­
 4�!(�� ��Ã �#�� l�#��=y� ��	3� G� J�=� � 
 J�=�� ��Ã �#v
 j�N���� 4�!(���
                              P� l�­"��� 6­# c­"� � �!­3 /­� ��­&� P � ­
 j�­N��� ��­Ã �­#�� l���!­(y� s�­@N� G� a�3 �!(�

 ��Ã �C ��k� /
���� 6# 82^...  
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f. 1b: —

.. .G­&. ��­3 d­e /���
­1 J�!­(�� {�­
 �­�
 ��K­� P� �K­� � /­�� 6­# 7�­@	. �W�
 j�N��� ��� /�� �#��
                  7���� 7��� �# qD- /��k �C ��y�3 /��� ��� �kf� J�=�� ��� P J�=�� �"�� ��&� l�#��=y��I1����V­�� 

  6��)� (          #�� �¬ M!V��. ~���� �SC a�3 %5"�� /��S
 ��5"�� ��y�3 /�����5­- �­# �v­. ��(�� 6# /
 %5"�� ��&� c	.�����. �<W�3...  

f. 2a: —

 ��3 /�v. J<��� a�3 ��=. >	� /���
1 J�!(�� ��� � �@^ 6y /. ��` �# �#v
)� (�<�� l�j�N�y�  
f. 2b: —

              %w!� l��S�� 6# 7��1 �# /�v. ��3 /���
1 J�!(�� l�
wf {o=� 6# �#�� ...l�­
w �� �­C /­.��9

���=y� %	?	� �
�� J�=�� %	?	� P� ���=y� l�
w �
�� P J�=��

f. 6a: —

 �� �<
 /��k 63 !��$ �#v. >	� �H� l�#��=y�. ��y�3 /��� �� �#��...
f. 8a: —
[end of this portion which deals with God’s knowledge] 

 ���"��� ��#�� c"!� !"� ...3 x !Wi�� �=
� �<V=. �# a� ...��d�� ��k 6#  
Here his K. al-Ta�r�r starts. Notes from the text: — 

   G<­­1 �­­.� G­­��?�� ¢	b­­�� �­­��� 6­­# %­­3K�@# �­­���# ... GV­­?��]0oD­­��� [ ��­­�&� 7L­­3 x� ��j�
 %=	
I�� !=. �W	
 �I1��  

f. 8b: —

J	-��� 6���� x� JD.  
=. �W	
 �I1�� ���� 6# £��� %��(y� 6#%=	
I�� !  
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    q9	
 �I1�� ��" ...                   /­@3 �­C 0S­�� 82b­�� )i�­. 8�	­^�� £�� ��­&� �� ��k 6#)� (  %­(	(i
      %­��g�� � ��W��j 2C ��W��j 4j�N�y� 8�	^�� 0j�
# ��&� �� 4���� q` !" ��S�� 7!=. ��� 8�	^��

           %�3 �Z !N�� P� c"� ��j c"� � %(	(- 2C ��� cD	� �¿� ��k� )i� 6#   �<­@&� )­- �¿�� �
8�	^�� ���D� ��k � %�=�� 2C.  

dD?���  
        6­# �­¬ 0� �­�k 6­# q­9	
 ��(
 j�N���. 8�	^�� )-� £��� %�=�� �� ��	. /� a@=# �¬ h�@� �� S*�
                    z­=� 7!­=. �­�� 8�	^�� %(	(i %�3 �C 0S�� 82b�� l�
���. )i�. 8�	^�� £�� ��&� �� ��@�� 4���-

  �
w � %�=��    ��� � 7!=. �# l ....       4���­� q­` ��S­�� �­�k !­=. ��­" !" /�� ��#K�� � P]9� [ ��
                       �­y� ��­	��#$ ��#!­(� %­�=�� �!­(� >	­� �� ��S­. j���� ��­W��j 4j�­N�y� 8�	­^�� 0j�
# ��&� ...  �­¿��
             /��(. j�N��� %W��j �rP��=# �	- 6# l�"��� G� � ��k qN�� j�N���. 8�	^�� )-� : �j 2C A��W�

                         ��j c­"� � j�N���­. )­-� �­¿�� P� c­"� ��j c­"� � �Cj�N� >	� �� 6M	.� A)i� � %��g�� �
          /­��(. j�N���­. )­-� �¿� � �Z %�3 P �� ��"� c"� :      �S­C� AnÕ �­¿�� � %­�3 �­Z !­N�� P� ...

/��"� !=.� /	
 : �!3 �# z=� 8�	^�� ���D� j�N��� � 0� ��k � %�=�� �<@&� ...l�j�N�y� ���1  
�������  

                             /­#!(� �­W3 /­9��� �­# O�­��� �<­@# 8�	­^� � �­:@� �� q­` G5­?�� �S­C 2��=y �@5	��� !=. �� J�3�
/��(. :         /­@3 �­C 0S­�� 82b­�� )i�. 8�	^�� £�� ��&� �� ��k 6# q9	
)� (    �­�� 8�	­^�� %­(	(i

      G#v� £f ��!3 �kf� 7!=. ...     ��" �# �C� ��(�� �SC h���             �­¿�� q­` P %­�=�� �� � ��@�� 4���- 6# /
    � j�N���. )-�]9� [              6# c��� �f £��� %�=��� !-�� >@N 6# ��� �W	
 ��k ��f� ���=y� %(	(-

        )­- 2C >	�
 lP��=y� >@N 6# 6&� � �kf� �Z %�3 P �� GI
�� �<���D. c�I. �rP��=# >@N
� G� a�3 �¿� a�3 �SC ���=y� a@=# �8�	^� 

f. 12b: — 
 �I1�� ��"... 
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16. 

Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 2843 (= IMHM microfilm no. 55897) 
9 ff., Arabic characters 

Fragment of K. al-Talw�� of Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�, containing the beginning of 
the text 

F. 1a, titlepage: — 

������� ���� 6# ���� 8K+�  
~	�&��� � �����.  

GV?�� 2.� ¢	b�� ~	@5�  
 G<1 6. GV?�� 6. G<1  
£�=� x� /�� 0oD���  

Contains also various waqf- and ownership statements 

Ff. 1b-2b, table of contents: — 

]1�[  
 J	-��� 6���� x� JD.

���.�� 6# ���� 8K+� /	�3 GW�b� �#  
���=y� � ��.  

 ��. /���
1 J�!(�� l�
wf �  
���j�" /���
1 J�!(�� l�
wf � ��.  

��y�3 /���
1 /��
wf � ��.  
��	- /���
1 /��
wf � ��.  

����!# /���
1 /��� � ��.  
��j�N�# /���
1 /��� � ��.  

]2� [)��(i� 6# 7de 63 /���
1 /. K	W�� �W	
 ��.  
��!-�� /���
1 /��
wf � ��.  
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�
1 /�� � ��.l�w!�� /
b� P /��  
%<N � >	� /���
1 /�� � ��.  

/���
1 /	�3 ���i� %����1� � ��.  
/���
1 /	�3 %N�i� %����1� � ��.  

%	��y� � ��.  
��C��� ��!��# /���
1 /��
wf � ��.  

/���
1 J�!(�� ��=
� � ��.  
 �Z >	�� �@� ��=
� �@��=
� �� � ��. ...%
��f  

~	�&��� � ��.  
������ l�
wf � ��.  

]2� [��(=�� l�
wf � ��.  
��.�(3� ��.��w )��1� 6# � ��.  

6�j�?# ��(=��� ������ ®(1� �W	
 ��.  
{��3P� � ��.  

~I��� � ��.  
����b�� � ��.  
l��
@�� � ��.  

%R�U�� a�3 Mj��� � ��
.  
��I�� ����b�� �� � ��.  

Beginning of the text on f. 8a-9b, to be followed by ff. 3-7 

]9� [  
1 �L�*P� ��� �y !=. �#� /?I�.  
2 ��o=y� 6# )��
 G� ���� �!=��� !	-���� %T�j� � 
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3 )��I�� dg. �P!�1P� %�� 6# �@« ��S�
4 ~	�&��� ���� � �L�*P� 6# ��� �<=# �C!W�=� ���
5 MK=� 6# �=. z�v1� /��?�� /���
1 /��
wf %<N�a�3 
6 /	
 �	�5�� )��I�� �	��� c��� ��k � Ò ��E �# )	�=�
7  �������� ....G<1�� )��� ��"� a�3 /	
 ����
8 ..... a�3 ......��j�» ��k a�3 ��"���
9 .....................q` �# £f a
��
]9�[  
1 ................../�#� �# �@# a�3 O�9�-P�

...................��k 6# �5� �#.
 ................%��3F� � %	3��� /���
1 x� £f�
 ............... !5" �#.......................

................................................
..................................................

.................................................
���=y� � ��.  

17. 

Firk. Arab.-Yevr. 21 (= IMHM microfilm no. 63568) 
213 ff., Arabic characters.  
Fragment of Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�’s own notebook (musawwada), containing 
his responsa to numerous queries in the first part (ff. 1a-104b), particularly by 
�Al� b. Sulaym�n (ff. 15bff, 72bff, 89bff, 101aff), and a commentary on the Torah 
in the second part (ff. 105aff). Text on ff. 101a-104a is also contained in Firk. 
Arab. 125, ff. 2b-5a. Handwriting extremely difficult to read. Throughout the 
manuscript numerous dated colophons are to be found, such as ff. 29b, 104a, 
105a, 159a. It appears that two different manuscripts in Tustari’s hand were 
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bound together at some stage, one part from his theological responsa and one 
part from his Torah commentary. 

The Commentary on the Torah starts with a title page (f. 105a): — 

             GW�b­� /­TI´ 4j�D­# 2­C� 0oD­��� G<­1 6. GV?�� 6. G<1 ~	@5� 4������ dD?� 6# �1���� 8K+�
 a�3... 

On the same page there is the following ownership statement: — 

���Sy� ��#  
The text on f. 105b is a commentary on the Torah. F. 105b: 2-4 has the Hebrew 
text of Exodus 34:18: — 

 ����
 �� 
�
�� ���� ����� ������ ��� ���� ���� ���� ��
� ����� ����� �� ��

������ ���� 
�
��  

It is not entirely clear how much of the manuscript from f. 105b onwards is from 
the commentary. The only other known manuscript of this little known Torah 
commentary is RNL Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3948, consisting of 287 leaves that are 
mixed up. 

Throughout the manuscript there are numerous dated colophons indicated in 
shorthand. Tustari frequently leaves off the hundreds in his dates, so where it 
only says 75 or 77, one has to add 400.  

29b: — 

 �=
1� >u �?5���<^ �b3 >	W|� ��� � a<���)75]4([  
104a: — 

 �=
1� �
1 %@1 ��� �	.� �<^ �b3 >#�* � /@3 a<���)77]4... ([  
105a: — 

 ¥!�.� %	# �.��� ��1 %@1 4!=(�� 6# 6��b=��� ������ �=.��� ��� �)460(  
159a: — 

 � a<��� … �=
1� �
1 %@1 �)77]4 ([�.�...  
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18. 

Firk. Arab. 124 
10 ff. (11,5 x 17 cm), consisting of one quire of ten leaves, 11-13 lines to a page. 
Format, paper and hand are identical with Firk. Arab. 125, both being part of a 
responsa collection by Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�, again apparently in his own 
handwriting, yet in contrast to Firk. Arab.-Yevr. 21 clearly the mubayya�a version. 
Throughout the text, there are references to the author’s K. al-Talw��; on f. 10a 
there is a dated colophon in a format similar to Firk. Arab. 125 ff. 1a, 7a. 

Titlepage with ownership statement (f. 1a): — 

0oD��� G<1 6. GV?�� 6. G<1 ~	@5� %.��&�� %3�@� 0�
 �5�Q  
���Sy� ��#  

19. 

Firk. Arab. 125 
10 ff. (17 x 11.5 cm), consisting of one quire of ten leaves, 11 lines to a page. Fol-
lowing the title page (f. 1a) comes the apparently complete text of three questions 
and responsa (beginning on ff. 2b, 5b [nuskhat al-su	�l al-w��il min al-Shaykh ... wa-
f� K. al-Talw�� ...], 7b respectively) with dated colophons on ff. 5b and 7a [intah� f� 
l-s�dis al-�ashar (?) min shahr ayl�l sanat … (?)], 8b. On f. 1b there is a question by 
�Al� b. Sulaym�n. Format, paper and hand identical with Firk. Arab. 124, both be-
ing part of a responsa collection by Tustar�, again apparently his own handwriting, 
yet in contrast to Firk. Arab.-Yevr. 21 clearly the mubayya�a version. Text of ff. 2b-
5a also contained in Firk. Arab.-Yevr. 21, ff. 101a-104a. Throughout the text, there 
are references to the author’s K. al-Talw�� and K. al-Ta�r�r (ff. 5a, 6a, 7a).  

The title page (f. 1a): — 

0oD��� G<1 6. GV?�� 6. G<1 ~	@5� l�(	�=���� G��Dy� %.�N� 6# >#�|� 8K+�  
���Sy� ��#  

Beginning of first query (f. 1b): — 

       ��tD�� a@=# J	-��� 6���� x� JD.             �­��w � 21!(y� 6W�1 6. 2�3 6Di� 2.� G��?�� ¢	b�� 6# G�����
 %@1 6# ����� �<^ 6#...  
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The question contains report on a dream which Tustar� is asked to explain. Reply 
starts on f. 2a:4: — 

)	
���� /���.� ���+� 

20. 

Firk. Arab. 117 
Quire of eight leaves (12.1 x 19 cm), 13 lines to a page.  

Misidentified by Lebedev as an otherwise unknown tractate on logic. The frag-
ment is presumably part of a collection of responsa by Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�. 
The argumentation in the fragment is clearly directed against Bahshamite posi-
tions. 

21. 

Firk. Arab. 119 [Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1119] 
98 ff. (13.8 x 9 cm), 13-14 lines to a page, consisting of quires of twelve leaves (ff. 
0-12), ten leaves (ff. 13-22, 23-32, 33-42, 43-52), eight leaves (ff. 53-60), bifolio (ff. 
61-62), quire of eight leaves (ff. 63-70), bifolio (ff. 71-72), quire of eight leaves (ff. 
73-80), bifolio (ff. 81-82), quires of eight leaves (ff. 83-90, 91-98). There is an in-
terruption in the sequence of the text following f. 52.  

Copied by ��l� b. Shl�m� [�Al� b. Sulaym�n], completed in Dhu l-	ijja 
448/February-March 1087 in Tin�s (f. 1a). On 2r there is a title to the volume: al-
th�n� min al-maqdisiyy�t, which points to �Al� b. Sulaym�n al-Maqdis� as the one 
who posed the question. It is likely that the text was composed by Tustar�, whom 
�Al� b. Sulaym�n apparently considered his teacher (see Firk. Arab. 125; above 
no. 19). The text contains a harsh criticism of Bahshamite positions. Structure: 
mas	ala – jaw�b. The only name mentioned is Q��� al-qu��t ... f� K. al-Mu��
 (f. 
25a, 33b: ���ib al-Mu��
 fi l-qism al-th�lith).  

There are two further fragments of another copy of the same text: Firk. Arab. 
100, corresponding to Firk. Arab. 119, ff. 3a:8-69a:5, including the missing por-
tion between ff. 52 and 53 (Firk. Arab. 100, ff. 32b:6 [inna li-kull] – 39a:9 
[dh�lika], and Firk. Arab. 158, corresponding to Firk. Arab. 119, ff. 74a:1-87a:2. 
For a partial edition and translation of Firk. Arab. 119 (ff. 2b-6b), with facsimile 
prints of these leaves, see Madelung and Schmidtke: Rational Theology, pp. 61-73 

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


SABINE SCHMIDTKE 438 

Notes from the text: 

1a: — 

/­��W=� a­�3 x !­Wi�� %­¡	# �­.��� �­=.��� ��² %@1 6# %9i� 0k � >	@�. �#��1 6. Ò�3 %�D�
7!-� �D- �C�  

2a: — 

l�	1!(y� 6# 2�����  
6b-7a: — 

        L&�� � 
 ,!�� l�
wf � %D��(y� � J<(��� j�D
f �#v
%­�=�� l�­
wf � ®­�g�� ���� 7�­N� 6# /	
 �
x� 8�^ �f ��k G� �.� ���� �Cj�� � ®�g�� � ������� �r�
wf � %5"�@y� � 2�����  

%�=�� l�
wf � ®�g�� �C� ���� /N���  
20b-21a: — 

 ...TGN� MK3 x� 8�^ �f 2�v� �� ��-��� j�jK�� ���� /N��� � ��� �!(�� �SC�  
�(��%�=�� l�
wf � J<�5"�@# �C� 2����� /N��� a�3 �  

22b: — 

������ /N���  
 7de P J&i� ��k �<=
�� �� c�
w a�# q` �� 
 �=# J&i %�3 c�
w a�# %�=�� �� J�3�...

24b-25a: — 

j�D­
 � ���t­1 6­3 ���+� �Z ��.� ��- G� a�3 ,!�� l�
wf � J<(��� j�D
 %�W+� �S� ��


#                 p!5­(# �j�­I# �­C ��­� �f ��S­. G­	�=���� %D­��(y� 6# /���W=�D� � .a­�3 p!5­(# ��­� �f �­#v


                        �­# !­" �­¿� £f G	
­1 P /­�� �
@­1 �� 
 !D?� P �#� �<@# !D?� �# ��	.� ��k � �H� J<(���)� (
                         ��­�k �­# ��­I.f ��S­. !­�v�	
 �%­�H 7�­N��� �­=. a­�3 %D­��(y�� G­	�=��� %­(��I. ��#�� 6#��­. � 7

  G	�=��� � G	
(�� �SC 6# /. ��&�D� �# ���1 ��I.f �# ,!�� . �����  S­*� �¤ ...6­# %­�H ��­	.�
/­� �5­� P /­��� J<
L�­*�� �­�k � JZ��­"� 6­# %­�H �­�k� �� !­=. ��5
 � ��k G=N�� /	
 �L&��

 x� 8�^ �f G5?�� �SC � �<3�W�N� � /N��� ��	.� /N�  
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�L&��f � %�H ����y� ���1 � %D��(y�� G	�=��� 6# /���W=�D� �# j�D
  
G5
 j� � ]sic[  ��S. G5�� �#� de P ��<N� /��� �<@# £��� ��	.� �<W	D(�� ��k � JZ��"� 

25b: — 

 ��k 4���� =]� l�V(�� 2��" [ a�3 !C�b��. �P!�1P� ��. � ��k� ���� %=.�� £f JD(@� /��
C 6# q��g�� ���&�� �S =]®	��[ 

30b: — 

J�=��� 6:�� ��. � 7��k �# �C� �.���� /N��� �#��  
35a: — 

     6E� %�W+�. ��	
�� �SC 6# /���W=�D� �# �	H a�3 j�D?�� /N�� �� ��. !(
� 7����k �# £f j�=� �¤
                ­R� %­�=�� j�­�� %�P!�� j�� � JZ�" j�D
 �
	�� �W<@# ����� �WD(�� j�D
 6#    �P��� ��WD­(�� �

TGN� MK3 x� 8�^ �f ��5
 �  
G5
/	
 J<(��� j�D
� G	�!�� � j�I�� %(��� �5� P /�� �  

61a: — 

���=y� J&i� ���y %�!=�# %�=�� ��� a�3 �P!�1P� 6# 7���k �# j�D
 a�3 �!� �¬� 

64a: — 

 ... �@#L� ��&� �� q9	
� %	����� %(��I�� j�D
f �� �¤  
]��"� [ �<@# 7�N� 6# �<	�3 �L&�� �f...  

64b: — 

���� /N���  
72b: — 

�L&��2����� /N��� �  

76a: — 

�L&�������� /N��� �  
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85b: — 

98a: — 

23��!�� /	�3 �5� �� $�` L
 ���	�5� 7dwv� ��&� �� �5� P �# �#v
  
22. 

Firk. Arab. 100 (= Borisov, “Mu�tazilitskie rukopisi,” no. 12 [Firk. Arab. 25]) 
48 ff. (10.1 x 15 cm), 17 lines to a page, consisting of one quire of fourteen 
leaves (ff. 1-14), three quires of ten leaves (ff. 15-24, 26-37, 39-48), and two iso-
lated leaves (ff. 25, 38). Heavily worm-eaten. Another fragment of the same copy 
is to be found in Firk. Arab. 158.  

Fragment of another copy of the second part of the Maqdisiyy�t by Sahl b. al-Fa�l 
al-Tustar�, being apparently replies to questions posed by �Al� b. Sulaym�n al-
Maqdis�. Beginning of the text corresponds to Firk. Arab 119, f. 3a:8, the end of 
the text corresponds to Firk. Arab. 119, f. 69a:5. The similarity of mistakes in 
both copies suggests both Firk. Arab. 100 and 119 were copied from the same 
Vorlage. 

Chapter headings contained in the fragment: — 

�� %�=�� l�
wf � ®�g�� �C� ���� /N�)3�(  
 %�=�� l�
wf � J<�V"�@# �C� 2����� /N��� a�3 ��(��)11�(  

 � �L&�� ... %�H ����y� ���1 � %D��(y�� G	�=��� 6# /���W=�D� �# j�D
f)13�(  
T�� �#� de P ��<N� /��� �<@# £��� ��	.� �<W	D(�� ��k � JZ��"� ��k � G5
 ��S. G5)14�(  

 /	
 J<(��� j�D
� G	�!�� � j�I�� %(��� M�5� P /�� � G5
)21�(  
 �P!�1P� )��� 6# %�3 �r�
wf ��� a�# %�=�� j�I. ��#�� 6# �#� l�
wf M�5� P /�� � G5
)36�(  

 ���� /N���)46�(  
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23. 

Firk. Arab. 158 
8 ff. (10.1 x 15 cm), 17 lines to a page, heavily worm-eaten. Another fragment of 
the same copy is to be found in Firk. Arab. 100.  

Fragment of another copy of the second part of the Maqdisiyy�t by Tustar� being 
apparently replies to questions posed by �Al� b. Sulaym�n al-Maqdis�. Beginning 
of the text corresponds to Firk. Arab 119, f. 74a:1 [dhakartahu], the end of the 
text corresponds to Firk. Arab. 119, f. 87a:2 [wa-l-
u��m].  

Notes from the text (f. 20): — 

 ...                    %­�3 /­��
wf q­9	
 %�3 /��� j�D
 a�3 G	�j P a(. �# /�� 6# /. aV�"�
 }L��. ��k ��� �kf�
@� �W� ������ /N��� �C� /@# �L&�� j�=� 6E� }L��. ��&� �� 2g
...  

��k � �L&��  
             j�?y ��&� �� $�` P /	�3 G	�j P 82b�� ��� �� J�3� ...            ��­� �­�� a­?�@# �� c­.�w /�� £f )���

 �y ��(��� ��k...  
24. 

Firk. Arab. 112 
48 ff. (10.1 x 14.8 cm), between 22-24 lines to a page. MS underwent preserva-
tion measurement (industrial preservation measurement – detrimental to deci-
phering the MS) and was also bound.  

Ta�l�q on a K. al-jumal wa-l-�uq�d (see f. 1b:2) by an unidentified author, who is still 
alive when the commentary was written (see infra). Ta�l�q composed by �Al� b. Su-
laym�n (colophon on f. 48b) in Shaww�l 436/April-May 1045, while the hand-
writing does not seem to be his. Author of work that is commented upon appar-
ently also authored a treatise entitled [wa qad bayyantu f�] K. al-�Illa wa-l-ma�l�l 
(f. 46a). Topic dealt with: attributes of beings and of God, clearly in the Bahsha-
mite sense. The manuscript, which seems to be a complete codex, is, according to 
what is said on f. 48b, the first juz	 of the work, to be followed by a second juz	 
dealing with: f� ithb�t wajh al-wuj�b f� kawnih� mawj�dan. Given the relatively early 
date of composition the work was apparently one of �Al� b. Sulaym�n’s earliest 
works on kal�m in which he clearly follows Bahshamite doctrines. It was appar-
ently only later, under the influence of Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�, that he became 
interested in the thought of Abu l-	usayn al-Ba�r�. Only few names mentioned 
throughout text: (shaykhun�) Ab� H�shim [al-Jubb���] (ff. 5b, 10a), kutub shu-
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y�khin� (f. 7a, 28a), khalq min al-mutakallim�n (f. 5b), shuy�khun� (f. 5b, 8a, 10b, 
13a, 24a, 31b, 47b), al-shuy�kh (f. 23b), al-shuy�kh ra�iya ll�h �anhum (f. 47b), al-
mukh�lif (f. 19a), al-mukh�lif al-awwal (f. 6b), al-mukh�lif al-th�n� (f. 7a), al-mukh�lif 
al-th�lith (f. 7a), al-Na��ra (f. 10b), a���b al-�if�t (f. 10b), a���b al-m�	iyya (f. 10b, 
13a, 14a, 17a, 20a). Typical structure of the chapters: fa�l + title; original text; 
nat�	ijuhu; fa�� – thumma q�la ayyadahu ll�h: ...; bay�nuh�; taf��luh� 

The text contains the following chapter headings: — 

 J&i�� ��i�� l�S�� %	��# � G5
)3�(  
 J&i�� ��i� l�
wf � G5
)5�(  

 a�3 J�=� �� �5�� Pf l�k P /�� � G5
 ... /	�3 2C �#)11�(  
     l�S�� �� � G5
 ...      /­	�3 2C �# ���1 a�3 }L	5?� �� J�=�� %�� ...     G5­�� �­#� �­<	
 �­�k

S. ��)15�(  
 G5
 ... Pf �� 4!-�� l�k Pf)� ( ��w�W�# ���k)18�(  

                ��­��k l�S­�� ��­� �(@­� P c­��3 �­� �­¿�� l�S­�� ¥�­1 �#v. G�=� �� �5� P %?5�� ��� �� � G5

 �Z ��&� �� 6# %?5�� cN�|� J�=� �� �5� �# ��. 6# cN�|�) ...20�(  

 �Cj�N� �5� �� 6# !. P l�k /�� � G5
 �C¯�@
�)�) (25�(  
             %�­� %­	��S�� �<�?� )- 6# ��� j�N��� !@3 4j!9�# ¥�*� %?� 6# �Z M!. P l�S�� �� � G5


 ��`F�)27�(  
 l�j�N�y� �. %?���y� /. �(� �� �5� P j�N��� �� � G5
)29�(  

 �r�k l�?� 63 q` 4j�N�y� l��S�� �. %?���y� �(� /. �# �� � G5
)29�(  
G5
 ...  l�S�� %?� ��`f a�3)30�(  

 � G5
 ... �<#�&-� � ... �<#�&-�� £�=� /�v.)36�(  
 %�K­@# G5
)� ( a�3 �.k�+� !-� G=N ... £�=� /��k G=`) ...42�(  

 G5
 ... ��S. G5�� �#� ����!# ��C��� ��!��#)42�(  
1�� L. 7j�N� qN�� /��k � /���
1 J�!(�� /	�3 �# �� � G5
 %I)46�(  
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                �­W	
 �<­
N�� �¿�� �<"��?� P� %I1�� L. ��	- ��y�3 ���j�" £�=� /��� qN�� %	��S�� ��i� �� � G5

 �K� �)47�(  

Colophon (f. 48b): — 

 x !Wi�� %��# �.��� ���w� c1 %@1 ���^ � >	@�. �#��1 6. Ò�3 /(T�3...  
25. 

Firk. Arab. 120 
6 ff. (13.5 x 9 cm), unfoliated, consisting of one quire of six leaves, with 14 to 17 
lines to a page. Ff. 1 and 6 are heavily worm-eaten.  

The fragment, part of a Mu�tazil� treatise, contains two chapterheadings. Frag-
ment deals with the proof for the createdness of jaw�hir, discussing various ways 
to prove this. 

Notes from the text: 

f. 5b: — 

��S. G5�� �#� �5� �¬ 4���Sy� n�I�� 6# �5� �# K		Ã � ��.  
The b�b commences as follows: — 

      x� %��=� ��k !=. ��k�� 7j�D
 � /N��� �.�� n�I�� 7SC 6# !1�?�� ��S. P�� ¥!�.� �� c��� !"
N  7��	� G)� ( x� a�3� /	
 �L&�� ��I� ��k ��k d*v� c���� �<��� � /N��� %�	�5�� n�I��

 )	
����� %��=y� � G1���� /	�f� G����� 7¯��� c�N...  
f. 6a: — 

������ 6# �C��* ���W�1�. ��DN�� ,�!- a�3 �!�1� 6# �P!�1� !D?� /. �# ��k � G5
  
The fa�l commences as follows: — 

                    Pf /­��!� JDN P �� ���!" �� a�- ������ 6# �Cj�N� � �C��+� ��* %�� �C ��k !D?� 0S��
  l�k >	­­� �� ���­­��� 6­­# �C��­­+�� ��D­­N�� �­­�* %����­­1� a­­�3 %­­�Pj �­­�k � ��­­� �­­y ��­­� /­­	
�

              q­N�y� £f %­N�i�� Pf ��­&�� £f �­r�
w � %­N��� /��?� 6# %?� P� �C�+�  £f �� G­3�?�� £f� 
 É�b�� £f �� ��5y�...  
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26. 

Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1033 (= IMHM microfilm no. 54531) 
46 ff. (19.5 x 15.2 cm), 16 lines to a page (Arabic script). The leaves are partly in 
disorder, and there are a number of lacunae throughout the text.14  

The fragment, which deals with the proofs for the singleness of God, is appar-
ently part of �Abd al-Jabb�r’s K. al-Man� wa-l-tam�nu�. It belonged to the same 
copy of the text as Firk. Arab. 330 (see below, no. 27). 

The text at the beginning of the fragment, which is opened by the basmalah, 
may be the actual beginning of the work, although there is no introduction and 
the text starts immediately with a chapter heading. The fragment contains the 
following headings: — 

x� �� a�3 %�j�� 6# /	�3 !W�=� �# ��k � G5
 /� 2��w P !-�� )1�(  
 �*' G	�j)15�(  

 /D?@� J�!" J�!(�� �� a�3 �!� 0S��� G5
) ...16�(  
 �*' G	�j)22�(  
 �*' G	�j)26�(  
 �*' G	�j)29�(  
 �*' G	�j)30�(  
 �*' G	�j)34�(  
 �*' G	�j)38�(  

 /	�3 {�o3P� ��	.� !	-�� a�3 /. �!�1� �# ¥�"� ��k � G5
)41�(  
 �*' G	�j)46�( 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
14  I was unable to consult the original manuscript and have only seen the microfilm copy. 
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27. 

Firk. Arab. 330 
4 ff. (19.5 x 15.2 cm), consisting of one bifolio (ff. 1-2) and two isolated leaves 
(ff. 3, 4), 16 to 17 lines to a page.  

The fragment, which is apparently part of �Abd al-Jabb�r’s K. al-Man� wa-l-tam�nu� 
and belonged to the same copy of the text as Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1033 (see above 
no. 26), deals with the proofs for the singleness of God (annahu l� th�n� ma�a ll�h). 
The following names are mentioned: shaykhun� Ab� H�shim (f. 3b), shaykhun� 
Ab� �Al� (f. 3b) shaykhun� Ab� �Abd All�h b. al-�Abb�s al-R�mahurmuz� (f. 1a), 
shuy�khun� (f. 1a, 1b).  

There is one chapter (fa�l) heading on f. 3a: — 

x� �# 2��w P /�� �WD�� %<N 6# J�=� �� �5� /�� � G5
  
The beginning of the fa�l is as follows: — 

 G	" � 
 :      x� �# 2��w P /�� ��=� �� J�!@3 $�`� /�
�=# �5� P /�� J��" � 
 �P �� �WD�� %<N 6# 
  J&� G	" A��=� :                  �� x� �­# 2��­w ��­� �WD­��. ��!­
=�� � 6�S­�� ��­(=�� G­C� $M�­` �� q­N�� ��k �f

                       ��­(=�� ��(��D­� �� ��@#v­� P �� q­N��� £�­=� x 4j�
=�� ÆL*f J<@# �5� �� 6# JZ O��*f ��k
     #t� P J¿� �# /. J<�<Í               P �� ��­@#t� P �� ��V­�� q­N��� J<	­�3 J=@­y�� J­Z G­3�?�� �­C ��­&� �� ��­@
 £�=� J�!(�� 6# M�5�...  

28. 

Firk. Arab. 379 
Bifolio (19.6 x 14.7 cm), unfoliated, with 12-13 lines to a page; the lower of f. 1 
is heavily damaged.  

The fragment, part of a Mu�tazil� treatise, deals with the value of khabar in epis-
temology. Names mentioned: Ab� H�shim (f. 2a), a���b Ab� H�shim (f. 2b), 
Ab� �Al� (f. 2a). 

Notes from the text (f. 2a): — 

 ...          0jt­� ��k K��m 6# /3�@�#�� �CUQ J�=� L
)� (      f �­N�� �­W	
 %�vD­y� 7S­C � /­
L* �v­. £
  4��5
��)� (          �­�k �L­´ %�vDy� 7SC � /��"� ���-�� �=. � G5� P �� $�` 4j�=��. �# G� ��
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      ��(
��# a@=y� � ��&� �� q9	
2�3 2.� ./� G	" : �� 6�� 0�J^�C �.�a­�3 U­|� ����­� !=
�­1� 
 J<"!� J�=	
 6�U�y� ���-� G#v� £f ��k 7�3!� L
 G"�=�� ...  

29. 

Firk. Arab. 483 
Bifolio (19.6 x 12 cm), 13 lines to a page.  

Dealing with the meaning of speech (kal�m) with regard to man. Interruption in 
the sequence of the text following f. 1. Possibly part of a Mu�tazil� treatise.  

Complete text of the fragment: — 

]1� [�    �@#L&� G�� )� .(q­N�� P /­�� �­<
 ®­(
 /­�� £f Pf 7j�N� � O��� P /�� � ��(�� �#��
£f �­@#L� O�­�� /­� �­# ��� l�5­�� ��S­&
 /­�� £f Pf ��­��� O��� P �W	
 ������ /�� dg� J&i�

             � %�¤�� /�� %��5Q %	@. £f O��� /� �#� /	
 q
D��� �¿� �C l���i�/­�=?� 6W
 �L&�� G=
 � �@
    q
D��� q
D. P)� (£�­=� /­��j �@5­� �­W<	�f %­N�i� /­N� 6­&�� �W<#!­3 �# /�=?� �� �5� ��

l�j�­(�3P� s�­@N� £f �­N�� %­N�i� �­�� �� ���(�� ��=
� � q�(�� %	@. £f %N�i� %	@
�� ~��³�
 ...     %N�- �5� ~	&
 !=.�]1� [   �� �# %��i� £f �L&��%­��i� �­# !­N�� /­@# !­-���� ��­i� 

�­­@W�3 �­­# %­­	@
�� £f /­­�N�- �5­­� ~­­	&
 �­­Cde £f %­­N���� ��­­#�� � �5­­� P �­­�k� �CM!­­��
�	�5­�� �� l�­y� �­�k a­�3 �K�� P� dg�� P ���i� 6# /	
 !N�� �# ��-� ��D��� %	@. �L�*�.

            7j�N� �@�« P ��� a@=# ��� ��� a@=� >	� /�� /	
/­	�3 �K�� P� �C�@#!" ��� %�P!�� ���� �	H �
p�!­y� ��­- dg�­� �­	- 6­# %�W+� £f �N�� ��W&- /� �� ��(� 4�	i� £f O��� /�v. ��(� 6# �� ���

 7�N��� �=. a�3 /�N� ��d*� x� /�� /��" �# �	�5��� ��� /�� 6#  
]2� [      ��&I�P� de ,!� �# ��)� (   � � ,!­�     �&I5­y� 2­�)� (/��D­� � ��D­�F� /­�=?� �­#�

®(
 /��D� � �P�- ��&� .l�5�� � �@��j !" �� J�3� G� G� � ,!� �� �5� /D@N � /�� a�3 
�� q­N�� !­-���� 8K­+� � ���­i� ,�!­-f �� /­w�!-f £�­=� 8�­^ �­�
 �­�k � ��&��� ������ /���

       �=?� �� î�5y� �=. ��
*� �# �#v
 �5��­:@� �� q­` �� %��5y� /	
 Pf �S` �� �5� � ��!���# /
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       !­-�� G­� ��­� %��5­y� É�­^ 6# G=�N �f� �W<	
 l�5�� j�N� �@�« �y ��K+� � c�� � 
 /	

            a�3 %?�t# 8�KN� ��&� �� 6# M!. L
 ��
�� ���5y� 6#]2� [       ��K­��P�� %
�!5­�� /­N�)� (  �5­	�

  5y� � ,!� �#� /	
 ��k  >	­�
 /
-�� ��� !"� !-�� G� G� �.�� ��&� �� 6# M!. L
 ��I
                   8�KNv­� �­�k� /­� /���5­# 6­3 /
-�­� � !­���� �� c­# £�� /­� /
-�­� %��5­# 63 /	
 !���� �v.

  q	I��)� (        �� q­` �­� 
 l�5­��
 �L&�� !���
 /���Z a�3 /��D�. ��D�F� j�W�3� ��v
 M6:
 �(�� �kf
   � ��D��� � !����   ��� /�)� (                 {��� ��­� �kf q�5­�� %�K­­@� �­C� /��5­� � 7de� 7de ��� �v.

 �WD+� � l�5�� !��� �� �@�« P ��� �f� 7de ��j /	
 !���� �N�o�� �� �  
30. 

Firk. Arab. 533 
18 ff. (12.2 x 17.7 cm), 11-12 lines to a page.  

Fragment of an extensive Mu�tazil� work on kal�m, possibly by �Abd al-Jabb�r. 

Notes from the text: 

f. 6a: — 

%#�#F� � ��.  
       £f %N�i� �@	. !" ��� J�3� ...           P j�!i� c��� �y� j�!i� £f %N�i� �	- 6# �(� ... qN�

j�!��� G3�?�� l�
w  
31. 

Firk. Arab. 555 
6 ff. (20.5 x 17 cm), consisting of one quire of six leaves, 9 lines to a page. Lower 
outer margin of all leaves heavily damaged.  

Part of a larger Mu�tazil� kal�m work.  

Notes from the text (f. 1b): — 

           �� ��y�3 ��&� �� ��� P� ��KN�3 �� ���j�" ��&� �� 2i� ...    %<
b­�� c­�*j ��S­�� ��
���# J�=��
 . a�3               ��­&� �� 6­# �­�� P 2­i� �� � 8�W�=�� �=] ��	<�b­# [   )­i�� ���
�­� ��] �)� [(   ����­. �­�k
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  !(?�)� (   �. n�
 P� ��S� qN�y� ��
�3� ... JD(��)� (     �­	- 6­#� �5­� P �­	- 6# ...
 jjo� ���� ��� �f� 7de !"... l�
�)� ( �. 2������ ... ��S��...J�3 �y K9=��� 4�!(�� �. 

�5� P /��
2a: — 

  �R��@w)� (             6�!­� 0�­` J­�=�� K` �� %C��&��� 4j��F� � ��S��)� (K­9=�� J­&- �� �­@W�3 �­y
�S­=� %­C��&��� 4j��F� � �­@W�3 �­y� /­	
 l�­
wF� %­(��I. 4�!­(�� 6WV­�� 0S­�� 2?@�� a@=# £f j�=�

           �� /­�� J�=� ��� �� �W<	�3 4�!(�� �# ���w j�N�)� ( ®(­1�G­=?�� £f 23�!­�� ¥�­» 0�­` �­# �­. 
 ... n�
 P� /@3 ���5�� ... P /�� G	�!��. J�=� �� 7de ... !W=� ���)� ( j�(�3P� �...

2b: — 

�­@W�3 �k ­
 %­C��&��� 8�­W�=�� �­=. /­��(� �­# a­�3 4j���­� %I­1�� l�­
wf 6­&« !­(
 K­9=��� 4�!(��
         6# �� �@W�3 �kf� %WD(�� c�� /��" �LI.7j�!­�� a­�3 ���j�­" ��­&� �� 82b�� a�3 �j�(�� )-

            %	WD� � �<D�� ��*jf �5� P �� ��k qN�� >@+� �)� (   7j�!��� G(=�� ...�# �� �@W�3 �kf
       )­�=�� P �� q­` 82b�� j�V�...    %WD­(�� � G*!­� P ��D­- ...c­?��*� ��� ��­
�� �S­C �

 ...G=?� P �v. %WD(�� �5� !"�
3a: — 

J�3��¥�­» 0�­` �­# �C �!
�� a�3 !-�� G� �5� /N� a�3 %WD�� 6# G(=�� %<�!. G*!� 0S�� �� 
j�­N��� ���I­��. J­�=� �­�� n�(��­1P� 7�N�� G	�=��� ��j �R��» 0�` �#� l�?5��� ��&-� l�
wf

       �. J�=� P� j�N�� >	� �� j�N�# �C GC /	�3 J�&�� �W	
 ��k !@3 JD(	
 ...  5­?��� )­��� a�3 G	
 %?5�� /	�3 ... � M!. P /�� � }L�� ��k ... ��&� �� �#f G�=� �� �5� �W	
 q9	
...

3b: — 

     /�� ��&� P ��)� (       �­:@� J­w 0���V­��)� (�� 6­# l�?5­�� � M!­. P ��S­�� G	�!­�� /	V­�(� �­W	

                          j�­N��� /­	
 $�­` P �­# £f l��S­�� 2<­�@� �� �5­� P� G­�=� �� $�­` �­# £f 2<�@�Pf G­�=��. 6­=� �� 

 �!3 �# �� qN�y� ... J�=� !")� ( J�=� �W� ���I��.)� ( ��	�*�. )�=�� �#...
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5a: — 

 ��" ��"�...  
32. 

Firk. Arab. 556 
4 ff. (14 x 9.3 cm), consisting of two bifolios, 12 to 13 lines to a page.  

Fragment of a Mu�tazil� treatise. There is a break in the continuity of the text fol-
lowing f. 2. Ff. 1-2 deal with �ilm �ar�r� and �ilm muktasab, ff. 3-4 deal with wuj�b 
al-tawba (?). 

Complete text of the fragment: — 

]1� [        É�
 �# � L. ��#�� £�� /��)� (  =�� � �­(�?� �� de 6# %	5=y� J&- GI
� /���   £f ��S­. J­�
                        ¥�­` 7�­N��� 7S­C G­=
 �­(� /­	
 0S­�� �S­&�� � �	D­� P �­# %­.���� � X�D­� 0���­� G�� £f 7j�

  7 � �L&��1 ��
�� � .             2­�3 �@­^ 6# %3�@^ c�I.� !" %�W+� 7SC �� J�3��  J­^�C 2­.�   �f ��­" /­�v. 
                � /­�� 7d­e� %W�­1 6­.� 6­# %3�@­^ qD­- %����V�� ���=�� ��j 6# qD�&� ���=��   ~­�&y� �� G­(� 

        /­. �!�D� �� �5� � G=?�� 4���� J�=� � �� ��� ��" !" /�� %T�j�� ����v. %����� ���3 63 a@g�D�
 /	��#� �=. � 6� ��f� ���j�" /�3�
 �K� a�3]1� [ a@g�D	
 !-�� J&- ��D��P� ���3 J&- ��

      �=� J�!(�� ��� � ��k /��" qD- �<	�f j�� /. %����� ���� 63/D?@� �j�" £ .  �f ��­(� �� q`�
                             P� !­-�� G­�� �­<=W_ L­
 G5­?�� �S­C � �­�k �­@	. �­# qD­- %­?��Q �­<#�&-� �P!�­1P� ���3
                  ��.�D­��� ��#� J�=� !"� 7�N� £f JD(@� q��g�� a�3 !C�b��. �P!�1P� �� �@	. !" G. 4!-�� %(���

    � %­­�W+� %­­(��I. JD­­+� ,�!­­- J�=@­­
 7�­­N��� 7S­­C 6­­# P    ��#!­­(� �­­�de 7�­­@3 �­­# �­­C� G5­­?@y�
  ���	�� ...      0���� J�3 /�f ��(� 6E�]2� [          �k ­
 �# %?5. ��*� 6y J&¸ %�W+� G	
1 a�3

          /­��# a­�3 /­�� J­�3 %?5­�� �­��. ��Q /�� �=# 82^ � J�3 ...      4���­� �­@W�3 �­�� �­�k� %­�W+�
                 G	�!­. �­@W�3 �k ­
 ,!­�� �!­(�� P �­# %�W+� G	
1 a�3              �­@W�3 /­@# G­� � ��w!­� ��­��� JD­+� � ��

                4���­� ��­�=y� J­�:�� �­�@� �­�k� /­	�f ��3!­� �­W¿� �­	- 6­# �W�=�� 6�SC ��&y ��.�D��� /w�!-
              a­�3 /­�
(. J­�=�� qD­�&� �� qN� ��W�� /��� �=y� ��V�� � �@W�3 �k 
 %�W+� G	
1 a�3 /�
"
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        � � /� ���# P /N��� �S<
 GV?��� G	
1              a­�3 !C�b­��. �P!�­1P� � �­���k �­�� %=.��� 7�N��]2� [
q��g�� .�� 6­# �­�� P /�� �
� �v. %WD" £f �N�� J�=�� ��k �� /D?@� ���j�" /��� � �L&�� ��S��

d­e £f /­�N�- �­C� j�D­
 £f 0jt­� 7j!­m �� �
­
 j!­9�# de �� j!9�# ���j�" £�=� /��� ��&�
  7�!(�)� (@�N���£f /­	
 �L&��­� d­g�� �­�k � �L­&�� ���!(� �� £�=� /	�f 6��j�" �@��� j!m �y �

�­�k ��­&� �� q­N� �­�k 6­3 /­N��* ����­1�� ��j!­9�# ���j�" £�=� /��� 6&� � �k 
 %��¿ P �#
               /� %I1��� P J�!" �#v. ��k )	�=�� /N� P /�� >?@�� £f /3�N� 4��#�]3� [  
 /�P��#� 7!5" S¡@	�

        �# �SC� 7!_ �@� �# �	H ��K� ...J=@­y� �&­^ ��­N�. J­�=�� �
� �@@&« P �W� �@D?�� a�3 /=#
�� q­N� �­�k 6­# /­@# É�
 �# �L� � G<+� �!�� /�=
 �
" 6# £�=� x� £f q����� �� �@W�3 �k 


  J�=�)� (          
 %­�=�� kf �S­�=y� � �­�k G­�� �­@W&- �­# !­- a�3 /#k �
(. /�  ¥�­1 �­W<	 .�� ¥�­� P�
   ��� �S�=y� ...     �# �L� � 7!<+ ...  6=� ...        �­� 6­# 6&« P ��� !" ��S. /�� ...a­�3

       6&� � �f� aV# �# X�9�1� ...     7SC� /� G3�
 de ...  ��­&� �� qN�
 q����� � %W��"]3� [
           k �@�" �W� %.���� ��
" ��N�. J�=�� }L�� ��S�3P� ��
" ��N�. J�=��J­�=� � �­� /­�� de �S&�� � ��

��­?�&# £�­=� /­��� c­
w !­" /­�� �­C� ¥�­*� %­(��I. %­.���� ��­
" ��­N� J­�=� �� �­@&#� G­��� �SC
�­# ��­&� �� q­N� /­.� d­e 6­# X�­� �­# ~	�&��� /	�3 a(.� a53 �k 
 ~�&y� �?� ��S. /��e

                 �!­(� �­# ��­(3 6­# /(��D­� �� �I
� ��3�I. ������ 6# /(��D���­
� �� 6D­� � �kf /�	5­=# 6­#
�� 6­# O�­* !­"� ��(��D­# Pf 6D­� P ���­���� /­	�3 /­. G5?@y� J&- /.��w ��&� /�� 7SC ��i��

        ��(3 6# /(��D� �y /� ��(��D# ��&�]4� [7d­e /���b­� �� �@�« P G3�
� 4�!" �E 6# O��* 6#
          j�­" J�!­(�� ��� ¥�N !(
 /"�(��1� !- a�3 �<(��D��� É�b­�� ��­� �f� �C�­+� K­	� ¥�­» ���

            ��«!­" /��� c
w �y j!9�# de ���j�" J�!(�� ��� � É�b��� 7j�N� �C� ��j!9�# �C�+� K	� .� ­

G	" :/­	�3 %­�Pj %­�P!�� 6­&� J­�3 P �­� ��­(�=� �W<­@	. J�
wv­
 �Z��!# £f %N��� %�P!�� �� Á��k J&�f

    ��&��� JD+� �. �#� ��1JD­+� �� J&
CS­# 6­# ��� �kf� /w�!- a�3 %�Pj ��� a�- )�=��� 6#
                   JD­+� �!­(�� � ��­&�� �­�k �� �­W� /w�!- a�3 ��!�� ��&�� �!(�� �]4� [a­�3 �P�j ��­&�� ��­&�


          ��&�� ,�!- a�3 �P�j JD+� ��&� �� 6# £�� JD+� ,�!- . /� G	" :6��­#�� 6­# !­-�� G­� �f
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    ¤� a�3 �!�D� �� �5�                       ,�!­- J­�=� �� �5­� P /­�� d­e �*¤�­. G­W=�� a­�3 /. GW=�� �!=� a�# �*
        � �­�k �@W�3 �W� /w�!- a�3 /. �!�D� �� �5� /	�3 �!=�� $��N J�=� � ��&�� ,�!- G
" JD+�

              d­e /­�� P ��­&�� ,�!­- a­�3 JD­+� ,�!¸ �!�D� �� %����1�
 ��&�� ...    %­�Pj ��­&�� ��­�
 /w�!- a�3 ...�S&
/��- � .JD+� ,�!- �@W�3 �� ��� ¥�� P�  

33. 

Firk. Arab. 394 
Bifolio (14.7 x 10.3 cm), with seven lines to a page.  

The fragment is part of an introduction to a treatise about man composed at the 
request of a s�	il. Beginning missing. 

It may possibly be part of K. al-Ins�n by Ab� �Al� al-Jubb��� (see Gimaret, 
“Matériaux,” p. 283 n. 9) 

The complete text of the fragment is as follows: — 

]1� [      /­@# �5­	�� ���=���� ~	�&��� ��k /@# 6D�	� G	5?��� )��� a�3 2i� ��S. ��y�3 ��&� ��
)� (         /­	�f G­��	� /@	=. /�j�3 £f !5(��     {M�­=y� �­?@�� �­�k .     G­N� s�­@�� ~­��*��†      %­	��# � �­�k 

     ¨c��� �kf� 2i� ��k �@*�	^ q��                 �­C >	­� �­�k � J<­��3 �� J�3�
 ��D�F� � J<@3 x� 2�� 
  ��D�F�]1� [ /	
 ,!- ��f �L|� G�� �� ��S. ��D�F� ��V- ��f� �<�� l����	i� G. 7!-� .

      }LH ��k � �L&�� 6# ��S� 6E�     ��S� )
�y� x�� /°��v1 �# qD- ��
�� �SC 2��=# J=�  .  G­=_�
 �.�. ���&�� :     M!Wy� 2i� %	��# � �R!-�)� ( 2������ As�MDi� ��M=?��]2� [ P 2- 4�	i� �� �!
��

    ~	�v� £f �(�?�) /��KN� � (                !­=
�� G­=N ��� ��	- /��� 6# ��D�F� O�� P �� q` ��&
 7de)� (
��.�����=# ��k j�D
� ��.��  .  

 G	" � 
 :              ��­.�� ��­.�� �!­
�� �SC G=` ��	- ��&� �� 6# O�� �� �5� P� 4�	¸ ��	- ��D�F� �f .  G­	"
/� :         /��=
� � ��D�F� ��- ��&� �� qN�� ��S�
]2� [              ��­&
 G­
" 6­# 2­<� �!­
�� �S­C �	I(� !=.

      - a�3 ��D�F� 6# ��=
�� �!
�� �SC � ,!� �� �5�   ��­� �­� /�� a�3 G
" 6# ,!� ��� 0S�� M!
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

†   GN� :G��� � ��&#. 
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        G­�W� ���j�­­" ��­y�3 /­��� ��­&� 4�­	¸ P /D­?@� ��­	-)� (�� £�­­=� Ú��­
�� G­�# ��­&� �� q­` ��­��
>?@�� l�?� 6# 4!-�� %?5� �(��Dy�.  

34. 

Firk. Arab. 121 
4 ff. (19.4 x 14.7 cm) consisting of one quire of four leaves, 13-14 lines to a page.  

Fragment of Mu�tazil� treatise dealing with man’s being living, perceiving, willing 
and capable in the style of fa-in q�la ... q�la lahu .... Composed during the lifetime 
of �Abd al-Jabb�r who is referred to several times as a
�la ll�h baq�	ahu (ff. 1b, 
2a); apparently a reaction to the doctrines of Abu l-	usayn al-Ba�r� from a 
Bahshamite point of view. Possibly composed by Y�suf al-Ba��r (d. after 
431/1040). 

The complete text of the fragment is as follows: — 

]1� [    G. ��?- P� ...  � ��?-� P    !- P� / ...��S� ��k ��� �kf� p��jF� � ��S. ��*� 6y
p�!­y� �<­��� p�!­�� �­� �­	� 4�­	- 6­# M!­. P �­@# 2i� �� ��(� �v. Pf %3�@b�� 6# /� ÆL* L


  �@	.�) � �@�
w� (�� ��­" 6­# ��­" GI
� �SC� lP¤� ���1 ��S�� l�	��y� �� p�!	
 �3 %@	. �<��
G3�?��. 2i� .
��" �  : ��=I(� �� J&� 6�� 6W
 ��3�?��. ��D	� �@	. �W	
 �	-P� �� a�3 T�!� �SC �f

                  /­� G­	" �G3�?��. 2C 7�!C�b� � 6# �=. �� Á�&�� �#� 2- G� � ��k %����1� a�3 :�­	-P� �f
                        7�­���k �­� 4j�­=�� l�­N !­"� J<­�@#$�� J<­@��#�� JZ��­-� �L�*� �# ����k �# J<W&- �@	. �W	
6­#

$�­` P� ��­i� lj�$ �­# ��­
N�� �­�k ��­� �� !- a�3 7�5. ��W=�1� £f p��jF� � �@# G� O�	�-�
   4j�=�� ���W�1�]1� [£f )­��I�� �!­3 6­# ��k � �y ��N��� ��- 6# ��k � �Z�- G5?@� P �#v.

   lP�<+� 6# ��
�� �SC � ��S� �# ���1 £f 6�M!V�� Mj�V� %
�=# . �­=� �WM.��d­e � �L­&�� �S­C {
           q­�&�� � ���S­# �­C �­# a­�3 /­	
 �­@�-� !­"� /-�b­@
 ���y� �SC .  ��­" � ­
 :$�­N� !­" >	­���

�­# /­W&- ��­&� a�- /W��� q�" � ������ G	��?�. J�=�� x� )�� �� 7�(. x� ���� 4�V(�� 2��"
                     ��­	- 2­i� ��­&� �� Á�­&�� �­W
 �­�k � d5­
�� J&- ®" p�!� � /��J­&- /­W&- ��­&	
 G­3�?��.
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           /­W&- /­W��� J­&- ��­� �W� 7�5
� GW=�Dy� d5
�� .   /­� G­	" :     /­W��� � 7$�­N� 0S­�� �f15  �� �­C 
                �P�­�
 �P�­- /­	
 x� /­(�� ÄJ­�=. /­���jf !=. 6# ��k J�=� 0S�� aW3��� ������ G	��?�. ��y�3 ��&�

  p��jF� !=. 6#16           ��S­. J­�=�� �� 6M	­

 a­W=�� !=. 6#�   �­(�?� P 17  �5­
�� £f P� p��jF� £f ]2� [ ��
                           � %­�' �5­
�� �� /­
CS# 6­#� �­�k K­	` ~­	�� p��jF� � d5­
�� J­&- ���5�� J&- ��&� �� K`

           �?��� /3�?���.� M�5� �� p��jF� G5� ®���b�� a�3 /��5�

 4�	i� £f �N�� �#� p��jF� .  0S­���
        ��	- ��&� 2i� �� ��" 6# �@#K��           �WD� P� �5
� P �	WD�� �@# d5
��� ����!# ��&� �� a�3 G3�?��.

           c
w !" �# a�3 ��	- /�� ��k /� q` /���)� c@	. ( /��� ����!# /��� qN�� ��	- 2i� ��� �� 6#
                 ��­� �­# p�­@C >	� �� l���!y� �	W+ ����!# l�#��=y� �	WÍ ��y�3 G. G(=�� G#�� ��&� �� q`

  �� ��. !(
             7����k �¬ J5|� �K� �# �.� 7�(. x� ���� 7$�N� �# �. G5?��  .  �� q` P ��� /�� a�3
     �<#�!=�� ��j %��!# %�H 2i� ��&�18    �¿�� U�=	
 ]2� [  �5��k)� (    �­�f �­�k �� ��S­� >	� ��

             � 82b�� J&- � 4d�&�� 8�KN�� G=_ %��¸ ��	- 2i� ��� �y �@��" a�3 7��
�3� qN�  �5­
 !-���
                          6­# �­<T�� �­# J­&- ��S­. �kf �­- �­<:	
 %��5­Q %­	@. ��­	@
# ��­&� �v­. %­�' �­Z �=
­�� ��&� ��

4�	i� .                        G­� j�­`f � �wt­� G­3�?�� �� j�­-¤� £f �­�k �N�� �� qN�� G3�?��. ��	- 2i� ��� �� �#v

             �� q` ���� ��	- j�?y� 8K+� ��&� �� q` ���� %�W+� ��j 8KN� 8KN      �­	-� %�W+� j�-' ��&� 

  JV��)� (               a�3 G	�j ��k �LI. �@W�3 �� 4!-�� 4j�� . ��5�� �� 2g
@� P ���� �=. £f J<V=.
       G3�?��. ��	- ��&� �� $�` P 2i� �� .           �C G3�?��. ��!��# ��&� �� $�` P !��y� �� a�3 �!� 0S���

     ��!��# !��y� ��� �� ...     G=?�� X�"� � �wt#]3� [             4!­��$ %?­� a�3 G=?�� X�"� � $�` P /�� G(� ��
    ���­@�� dwv�. �@���=	
 ��y�3 /��� Pf /w�!- a�3 .  �­@�" �­�f� :       � 7�M!­=� �­� /­. ��­� dwv­� �j�­(�� ��

                            �­# a­�3 /­�(���� /­.�. 6­3 M!­=�� � /­�� �­@	

 ��­=��. �@���=
 �=. 6# £�� �=. £f ¥M!=�� �v. 6&�
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

15    /W&- .../W��� :#�Z� � %
��fG��� A�. 

16   p��jF� :G��� Ap�jP�. 

17   �(�?� P :>#�Z� �� AP �(�?� :G��� A�(�?� P /@��. 

18   �<#�!=�� :G��� A�<#!=��. 
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�@	. .  � � ��S��  �@�"� /.�. 63 !��y� M!=� :�­C ��­=�� dwv­�� qD- j�N��� j�m � �C �j�(�� dwv� �f
/­. G5­� �� !­��y� dwv­�� �­<
L* a­�3 /��5­- �5­� P /­w�!- a­�3 4!­��$ %?� a�3 G=?�� G=N
/­���� ��!­��# /­��� �L�­*� q5­¸ �­�k ~­���	
 /­
L* /­N��� �5­	
 /­N� ��j /N� a�3 G=?��

   a�3 ��C���   /=��# � /@	
@1 �# . G	" � 
 :�� J­�3 �kf /�� G=?�� �
" � �wt� !" ��y�3 ��=�� ��� �f
            /M@� ��&	
 M6:� �� J�=� � �kf� ��!"F� �
" ��!1� )��I�� �]3� [J­�
 �­�k 6D­- /­W�3 ��­(# ��W��"

   /� G	" �Á��k �# a�3 ��5(# ��=�� dwv� �� J�W3$ :# ��#�� 6# �@C�C >	� �f£f �­N�� �#� �
(� �
      �N�� �#� �
(� l��
(y� �	H G. ��=��19�	­
" �.�� a�3 2C� �
��� G	
1 a�3 �<�3�
 £f �� �<	�f 

    ���	
" Pf �(� �� G	��D�20           7��­» ¥�­N �­#� £�­=� x�­. G<+��  ./­3�"�� ��@D­- �­(� �� �5­� �	­
"�
         de� J�:��� ��k� /	�3 /3�"�� �
" 0S�� /N��� de a�3��­1 /­	�f �­N�� �#� �
" ��f ��k �	W9
 7

6­# ��­�=y� �� �­# /­M@:� 6D­�	�
 ��­=?� /­	
 �v­. ��T��� ��V�� G3�
 6&� � �# J�=� � 6¬ �� J�3 6¬ �"�
  /	
 �?� P �� /��- .�� �­# �­<�
"� ��­=
�� �­=. 6Di %<N M��Vy�� �
�@y� M6� �� ��k M�� ��f�

    �# �L* �Z�- 6# ���=y����D­��
 ��S­� �­�k ��­� �kf� q­�&�� � 6M	­�. !­" �­# a­�3 M6­:�� /­���@� 
]4� [��5­- ��­&� ��V­�� )­(� �­�� ��V­�� /­M@:� Pf �­�k /@# �
(� � ��!1� /	
 �v. ��=�� )��� �

  /�
" %<N ��V�� .               ��� /­�
(� %­<N ��­W�� /­��� Ì!�$ 6# �"���� J�:�� �� ¥�� P� ...   �­"����)� (/­@#
/���21 /@#   ��S� /��� Pf /�
" � U�=# P� /�
(� %<N ��.S� /���  .��­� �kf �
­(� �S&�� �� ¥�� P�

/­W�=� P� /­	�f �­N�� �­#� �S­C� /­. �­C �­# a�3 U�y� ��&� �� ���	
" /��� 6# /N��* � �wt�� ��.S�
          ­y� �� �­@��(� a­@=# L­
 ��­�	
" ��­&�� Pf ®���b­�� a­�3 ��.S­� /��� �C� ��S� ��=����­� /­�
" � �wt

 ��y�3 ��=�� . ��" � 
 :�­# �­�k 6D­i %­<N �­Cde� ��g^�� � �
�@y� ��5¸ ��T��� M��:�� ��� >	��
� q­I=��� pL<�� ��T��� M��:�� ��� ��S�� /	
 �(� P /�� /��- 6# ���=y� �� �# n�by� 6# ��k � �#

         D�� /��- 6# ���=y� �� �# /�
(� %<N 7de� �?D��       ��­=�� ��­� ��­&� �� Á�­&�� �­W
 �.���� %#L]4� [
19   ��=�� £f ...�N�� �#� :G��� A�#�Z� � %
��f.
20   +G��� A���	
" �(� �� G	��D� ����.
21   !�$ 6# .../��� /@# : A�#�Z� � %
��fG���.
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            J�=�� ����y� 6# d�� � �.�� M6:�� �� �
(�� %<N 7����k �� ��y�3 . /� G	" :      J­�=�� P J�=�� �
�� M6:�� �f
 M6:�� �
�� .          %­�Pj p�­@C 6­&� � �kf J­�=�� ¥�­» M6­:�� 0�­` l��k �W� ����y� 6# d�� � �� ¥�� P�

��(@
 :f           ��(�� J�=�� �# q` �W� M6:�� !@3 q` M��Vy� 6# $����� � :      M6­� �­# 6D� 8aDy� M�k �f
                      �­�k ��­� �kf� M6­:�� ¥�» J�=�� 0�` P J�=�� ¥�» M6:�� 0�9	
 ��S. J�=�� �# 6D� �W� ����F�

      c­
w !­"� ��S�)  � c­@	. (                      c­	�� c­	� %?5­. G­=?�� �v­. �y�­3 �­@��� �� �­@��(� a­@=# P ��  %­<N
                             ��!­"F� 6­# ��­=��# ��S­. �y�­3 �­@��� ��­&�� /­�
(� %­<N %?5­�� �­�� ��­&� �� 6­&« /�� �# /�
(� .

      G	
­1 ��S­� >	�� ...         G­=?�� �­�k �
­(� %­<N M6­:�� �� M6­:�� ...     �­?� P �� ��­=?� /­	
 �� ��­�=y�
/	
 . 

35. 

Firk. Arab. 89 
8 ff. (14.5 x 9.5 cm) consisting of 1 quire of eight leaves, 10-16 lines to a page.  

Topic dealt with: isti�q�q al-�iq�b. Apparently fragment from a collection of re-
sponsa (or refutation ?).  

Notes from the text (f. 5b): — 

 ... �� 6# /� %�¡1�� 7SC ��� ���N � ��k �@�" �# �E...  
f. 6b: — 

6# /���k �# �#v
 a�� )� ( 0���� )��� a�3 ��k TG=�
 /� ���
&��...  
f. 7a f: — 

 ...                      !­.� 82­^ � %­�j�� 6­# >	­� 0���� �� 0�W=�� a@=y� �SC � /���k �# ���1 £f)� (  %­N�-
                      �	­
(�� �� �­@	. !" ��� ��k� ��
�� �SC � /�j�
� �W3 a@g� �<#�&-� ��� %#!(�y� %�W+� � �:@�� £f

  �� /. )��D#                    )��D­y� ��­(=�� �f /­N��� �S­C � �­��" �­C� /W	�D� aV�"� !" ��V�� �#L�� ��(=
 /��v. )��Dy� ��(=�� 6# J:3� 4d
&��.)� ( /�
" J	�D� �# cW3$...  
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36. 

Firk. Arab. 627 [II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1117] 
12 ff. (13,5 x 9,5) containing two single leaves (ff. 1-2) and one quire of ten 
leaves (ff. 3-12), with 10 lines to a page. The quire has a numbering on the left 
upper margin of the first recto page: th�niyya.  

The fragment deals with tawba and appears to be part of a collection of responsa, 
possibly by Y�suf al-Ba��r. There are no proper names or booktitles mentioned 
in the fragment.  

Beginning of the fragment: — 

�P�� �
­� �� q­9	
 ��k �L´ ��i�� %�=��. J�=�� ��j 6# %.����. ��(=�� É�(1 J�=� �� �5� P ��
              ­(=�� %I(D­# %­.���� ��­&� �<�N� J�=�� ��5- %�� �
@
 %�.���� %�P!���­�k G­	�=� 6­3 �­@g�� �­# ��

    ��(�� /. ~�1 �# qD- .��S­�3P� ��� �kf �� )��Dy� �S�� ®(D� ��S�3P� �� �@	. !" ��� J�3��
  �<@3]1� [p�­� a­�3 �K­=��� �­<	�3 �!­@�� �� �­@	. !­"� �<­@# /­	�f �S­�3� 6­# £f 7�1� �¿� �	- 6#

  j��=y�)� (      a@�
y� ��S�3P� 63 a@g� �<	�f)� (  �<@3�­�k %­
�=# £f )­��� ��S�3P� �� �@	

 �<@3
d­e 6­# ���S­y� �K­=��� �!­@�� �­@W�3 �­� �­�� �­@	. ��­. É�(­1P� � �C �W� %(	(- /� ��&� �� de 6#

           �L­* � !­<9�� �P!­. /­��&. �­�k �­�k ��
(�1� G�=� �� q9	
 7�@�
(�1P ��S�3�] .2� [É�­
 �­#
           �� �5­� P /­�� �­	- 6# %3�1P� 6# /@#        �­�k ��­1 �#v­. G­�=�  .��­� �­@W�3 �­� �� �­@	. �­�� ¥�­� P�

�
(�D­� � �­<	�f j��­=y� p�­� a­�3 �$�3 de �C� /�8�1f 6# �<	�3 �# �v. /�3�1f 6# �S�=# 82Dy�
q­	
I� � 2C�­@� P� /���­1f 6­# É�­
 �­# �L­� � 7!­<N �S­
� � /­�� �­	- 6­# /M#S� �� �@� G. /M#k

  >	�
 ...   P� /	�f ...     /­	�f 7��S­�3�.]2� [�S­�=� � �kf� 7��S­�3�. /­=# �­�k G­�# G­=
 �kf �­C�
G5­� /­@# /­
�" a­�3 P� /­. 7�­&?� P /�� /	
 7��5�� ��(@- j�j$�� J�e� /�8�1f ��S�� /	�f 8�Dy� 7��

a­�3 �!­@��
 /��8�­1f 6­# �!­(� �­# X�No­1� � 7!­<+ �Pj�­. ��­&� /­. � ��k G� ��K� /	�f 7��S�3��

y��
­(�� �� �­�k� É�­
 �­# �L­� � !­<+� �S­. � ��S­�3P� ¥�­» l�­N �­<�
(� �<­@# %­.����� %	5=
/�
"] .3� [ �@# /M#k 6D- �<	�f !�$ 48�1f cV�"� �W� £�=� /@# ��(=��� �S�� 6D- 2V�(�...
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A new mas	ala begins on ff. 5af, followed by a jaw�b on ff. 5bff: — 

%�vD# . C� c�"�      �# 82b� J�3 �kf G]5� [           G­<
 )��D­y� ®(D­� %.���� �� J�=� ��� %?� �� J&-
                            G­� J­&- ��S­� �P �� j�D­?. �S­C j�­=� �­�k 6­&« � a�#� %I(D# c��� �Z ��� %�=�� ��k q`
                      %­�=�� j�­N� �S­=� ��­&�� �­Cj�N� !=
	
 J&i� ��k %�3 c�I. Jw G	�!. �# J&- /	
 c
�� ���#

&i� j�D
 a�3 �!�c
w !" 0S�� J.  
���+� .    ��	�!. ��(=�� ®(D� %.���� �� �@	. !" ��� J�3�]6� [  ��S­�3P� a�3 %D��(y� %(��I. �R!-�

            ��­(=�� %I(D­# �­¿�� a­�3 �!­� G. /��- ��S� >	� �*¤�� %I(D# �¿�� %�3 %
�=# 6WV�� ��k�
 )��Dy�...  

37. 

Firk. Arab. 628 [Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 122] 
6 ff. (13.5 x 9 cm) consisting of one quire of six leaves, with 15 lines to a page.  

Detailed argumentation (apparently Mu�tazil�) that God cannot be a body (jism). 
The text begins with a jaw�b so that the fragment is presumably part of a collec-
tion of responsa. The text seems to be complete at the end, since f. 6b has only 
two lines followed by a sign marking the end of the text (�). Possibly originally 
part of the same copy as Firk. Arab. 651. 

Beginning of text: — 

���+� .       �3 �kf JD+� ,!- a�3 �!�Dy� �� J�3�            !­(�3�� /D­?@� ��­y�3 ���j�­" /­���� �­@�3�
 �!" J
                      � �­<:� )­	(���� � %5­"�@y� c��� �f� �(@��. /W�3 a�3 �SC 7j�(�3� � j�=� �� qN� JDN /��

 4��
=��...  
End of text: — 

 ...     4���­� /­W�=� 6�j�­(�3P� G� a�3 ~"���� £f %��" /	3��j� K		W��� £f G	
1 p�@C 6&� � �k 

/��7 /��- �SC j�(�3� �
" /�(3 ��W&. J�3 !"� }L<N /��� 6#v� P 6�SC 6# /	�3 �!"� j�(�3� 0�  
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38. 

Firk. Arab. 651 
6 ff. (13.3 x 9.7 cm) consisting of one quire of six leaves, 13-14 lines to a page. 
Possibly originally belonging to the same codex as Firk. Arab. 628.  

Contains a responsum (ris�la/maq�la) to a question (see e.g. f. 1a: f� su	�lika) re-
garding epistemology. Possibly Mu�tazil� treatise. No proper names mentioned 
except a���b al-idr�k (f. 3a-b) and al-mutakallim�n f� kutubihim (f. 4b). Colophon 
on f. 6a, according to which the copy was completed in Mu
arram 421/January-
February 1030.  

Notes from the text (f. 2a ff.): — 

J­�=�� ��&� L
 p��j . ����!# p�!y� ��� K��m £f 0Mjt� 7�@�" �# �L´ ��
�� �SC � ��(�� �� J�3�
    ��. 6# �<	?@.� l���!y� l�
�.* qN���� J­�=�� 6­&� � �k ­
 ���t­1 /­	�3 ̈c­
�� �­# �­(� ��k �� 

��­��
wf� ��	?� �R��» ¥�N ��� �=��. J�=�� ��&� P �� ¥�-� ����
wf� ��	?� qN���� ��. 6# l�!C�by�.
a@=# ���t� � /���k �y ��&� P� qN���� ��. 6# .  

f. 2b f: —

 ...    p��jF�. ��(�� )��I� �SC ��     ­@	. !­" 6E� �@��V­¸ G­	
 ��­� K��­m �� %��­1��� 7S­C ��� � �
)� (� l�j�­(�3P� ��­*j %­	?	� �­@	.� ������­� /­��� �­# /­	
 �&b�� /	?@. J�=�� � �!(� /W�=� L


 ... /�j�3f £f %N�- P ��
Last words of the treatise (f. 6a): — 

         @=# �@	. !"� qN���� ��. 6# >	� /��� J�=�� �� ¥�� P� ��� �# l�#��=y� � �� �C� J�=�� ��N� a
7�­���k �­# ���­1 £f 6�!­(�=#� 6�!­��# �­@��� 2?@. �@W�=�� l�!C�by�. �@W�=� ����
wf� ��	?� /W�=� P ��

��
�� �SC � .x !Wi�� %��(y� cÃ.  
The scribe’s colophon is as follows (f. 6a): — 

�=.��� ��� �<�D� 6# ß��?�� ��� ... %¡	# �.��� 6��b3� !-� %@1 ���� �<^  

*  ��. 6# :G��� � ��&#.
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On the margin left of the colophon: — 

x� �^ �� M��� /. ÆM��3  
f. 6b contains various Hebrew texts in Arabic transliteration that are unrelated to 
the text of the fragment 

39. 

Firk. Arab. 652 
59 ff. (12.4 x 17 cm), 15 lines to a page, written in clear naskh, consisting of three 
quires of eight leaves (ff. 1-8, 9-16, 17-24), one quire of four leaves (ff. 25-28), one 
quire of nine leaves (ff. 29-39 [was originally quire of 10 leaves – leave preceding 
f. 29 is missing]), one quire of ten leaves (ff. 40-49) [the original binding of ff. 29-
49 is still well visible], bifolio (ff. 50-51), isolated folios (ff. 52, 53), bifolio (ff. 54-
55), isolated folios (ff. 56, 57), bifolio (ff. 58-59). Ff. 52-59 are heavily damaged. 
Frequent interruptions in the sequence of the text following ff. 8, 16, 25; ff. 26-27 
misplaced, continuation of f. 25 on f. 28. Towards the end of the fragment, the 
leaves are in total disorder.  

Fragment of K. Ladhdhat al-dh�t f� ithb�t al-wa�da wa-l-�if�t by al-Fa�l b. Mufar-
raj, a Karaite theological work of a later period (certainly later than Sahl b. al-Fa�l 
al-Tustar�). Author mentions another work of his on f. 17b: K. al-Tahdh�b. 

Title page (f. 1a): — 

� ~	@5� l�?5��� 4!-��� l�
wf � l�ÝS�� l�ÝS°� ����/�Ã�* x� 6D-� O�?# 6. GV?�  
Beginning of the text (f. 1b): — 

 ...                      )­�I# /­�� %­#�� 7S­C /. q	���� /WZ� /	�f c� ��W�3 GN� J�=�� �SC �� c��� �y 2��
 !=.�
 6# G(=��...  

Reference to author’s K. al-Tahdh�b (f. 17b [margin]):— 

�^ �?	�1� /	
 �L&�� �@	
��1� !"�/	�f n�^� 6# /	�3 ~(	�
 �@� q�S<��� ���� � �	#  
Chapter headings to be found in the fragment: — 

 /���
1 £�=� /��
wf ��N� � �L&�� � ��.)2�(  
 ,j��i� /	�f a<@� G3�
 l�
wf � ��.)5�(  

 /=
�� �#� G(@�� � ��.)9�(  
 �L&�� � �L&�� ��.)12�(  
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 !����� � ��.)17�(  
 JC��» 0�` 6#� �W9@y� a�3 �L&�� � ��.)17�(  

 �!(��� �V(�� � ��.)23�(  
 ��N¤� � ��.)24�(  

 G5
)25�(  
 £�=� /@3 %�¯��� 2?� � ��.)28�(  

 ��=1��� n�$��� � ��.)29�(  
 J	-��� 6���� x� JD.)33�(  

 %<N � �P�-� }L� £�=� /��� %����1� � ��.)50�(  
��. £�=� /	�3 %N�i� %����1� � )51�(  

 l�w!�� /
b� P £�=� /�� � ��.)54�(
References 

�Abd al-Jabb�r b. A
mad b. �Abd al-Jabb�r al-Hamadh�n� al-Asad�b�d�, al-
Mughn� f� abw�b al-taw��d wa-l-�adl 4-9, 11-17, 20, ed. Mu�
af� 	ilm� [et al.], 
Cairo 1961-65. 

Abu l-	usayn al-Ba�r�, Ta�affu� al-adilla. The extant parts introduced and edited 
by Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, Wiesbaden 2006. 

Beit-Arié, Malachi, “The Accessibility of the Russian Manuscript Collections. 
New Perspectives for Jewish Studies,” in Jewish Studies in a New Europe. Proceed-
ings of the Fifth Congress of Jewish Studies in Copenhagen under the Auspices of the 
European Association for Jewish Studies, ed. Ulf Haxen, Copenhagen 1998, pp. 
82-98. 

Ben-Shammai, Haggai, “A note on some Karaite copies of Mu�tazilite writings,” 
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 37 (1974), pp. 295-304. 

—, “Karaites and the Orient – Trends in the Study of Karaites and Karaism,” [He-
brew] Pe�amim 89 (Autumn 2001), pp. 5-18. 

Borisov, Andrej Jakovlevi�, “Mu�tazilitskie rukopisi Gosudarstvennoj Publi�noj 
Biblioteki v Leningrade,” Bibliografija Vostoka 8-9 (1935), pp. 69-95 [repr. in 
Pravoslavniy Palestinskiy Sbornik 99 (36) (2002), pp. 219-37 and in The Teachings 
of the Mu�tazila. Texts and Studies I-II, selected and reprinted by Fuat Sezgin in 

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


MU�TAZIL� MANUSCRIPTS IN THE ABRAHAM FIRKOVITCH COLLECTION 461 

collaboration with Mazen Amawi, Carl Ehrig-Eggert, and Eckhard Neubauer, 
Frankfurt/Main 2000, vol. 2, pp. 17-43]. 

—, “Ob otkrytych v Leningrade mu�tazilitskich rukopisjach i jich zna�enii dlja isto-
rii musulmanskoj mysli,” in Akademija Nauk SSSR. Trudy pervoj sessii arabistov 
14-17 ijunka 1935 g. (Trudy Instituta Vostokovedenija 24), pp. 113-25 [repr. in 
Pravoslavniy Palestinskiy Sbornik 99 (36) (2002), pp. 238-49 and in The Teachings 
of the Mu�tazila. Texts and Studies I-II, selected and reprinted by Fuat Sezgin in 
collaboration with Mazen Amawi, Carl Ehrig-Eggert, and Eckhard Neubauer, 
Frankfurt/Main 2000, vol. 2, pp. 45-57]. 

—, “The time and place of the life of the Karaite author �Ali b. Sulaym�n,” [Rus-
sian] Palestinskij Sbornik 9 (1962), pp. 109-14. 

Elkin, Zeev and Menachem Ben-Sasson, “Abraham Firkovich and the Cairo 
Genizas in the Light of His Personal Archive,” [Hebrew] Pe�amim 90 (Winter 
2002), pp. 51-95. 

Gimaret, Daniel, “Les u��l al-�amsa du Q��� �Abd al-�abb�r et leurs commentai-
res,“ Annales Islamologiques 15 (1979), pp. 47-96. 

—, “Matériaux pour une bibliographie des �ubb���,” Journal Asiatique 264 (1976), 
pp. 277-332. 

—, “Matériaux pour une bibliographie des Jubba’i. Note complémentaire,“ in 
Islamic Theology and Philosophy. Studies in Honor of George F. Hourani, ed. Michael 
E. Marmura, Albany 1984, pp. 31-38. 

Hamdan, Omar and Sabine Schmidtke, “Q��� �Abd al-Jabb�r al-Hamadh�n� (d. 
415/1025) on the Promise and Threat. An Edition of a Fragment of the Kit�b 
al-Mughn� f� abw�b al-taw��d wa-l-�adl preserved in the Firkovitch-Collection, St. 
Petersburg (Firk. Arab. 105, ff. 14-92),” Mélanges de l’Institut Dominicain d’Etudes 
Orientales du Caire 27 (2006), pp. 45-138 (in press). 

Harviainen, Tapani, “Abraham Firkovich,” in Karaite Judaism. A Guide to its History 
and Literary Sources, ed. Meira Polliack, Leiden 2003, pp. 875-92. 

—, “The Cairo Genizot and Other Sources of the Second Firkovich Collection in 
St. Petersburg,” in Proceedings of the Twelfth International Congress of the Interna-
tional Society for Masoretic Studies, ed. E.J. Revell, [n.p.] 1995, pp. 25-36. 

Humbert, Geneviève, “Le �uz	 dans les manuscrits arabes médiévaux,” in Scribes et 
manuscrits du Moyen-Orient, sous la direction de François Déroche et Francis 
Richard, Paris 1997, pp. 77-86. 

Iakerson, Shimon M., Selected Pearls. Treasures of Jewish Culture in Saint-Petersburg 
(manuscripts, documents, incunabula, ritual objects), St. Petersburg 2003, pp. 27-46. 

Ibn Mattawayh, Ab� Mu
ammad 	asan b. A
mad, Kit�b al-Majm�� f� l-Mu��
 bi-
l-takl�f, vol. 1, ed. [as a work by �Abd al-Jabb�r] J.J. Houben, Beirut 1965; vol. 
2, eds. J.J. Houben and Daniel Gimaret, Beirut 1986; vol. 3, ed. Jan Peters, 
Beirut 1999. 

Katz Hecker, J., Reason and Responsibility. An Explanatory Translation of Kit�b al-
Tawl�d from al-Mughn� f� Abw�b al-Taw
�d wa-l-�Adl by Q��� �Abd al-Jabb�r al-

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


SABINE SCHMIDTKE 462 

Hamadh�n�, with Introduction and Notes. PhD Thesis, University of California, 
1975. 

Madelung, Wilferd and Sabine Schmidtke, Rational Theology in Interfaith Commu-
nication. Abu l-
usayn al-Ba�r�’s Mu�tazil� Theology among the Karaites in the 
F�
imid Age, Leiden 2006. 

M�nakd�m Shashd�w, Abu l-	usayn A
mad, Shar� al-u��l al-khamsa, ed. [as a 
work by �Abd al-Jabb�r] �Abd al-Kar�m �Uthm�n, Cairo 1384/1965 [numer-
ous reprints]. 

-N�s�b�r�, Ab� Rash�d, al-Mas�	il f� l-khil�f bayn al-Ba�riyyin wa-l-Baghd�diyyin, 
eds. Ma�n Ziy�da and Ri�w�n Sayyid, Beirut 1979. 

Peters, J.R.T.M., God’s Created Speech. A study in the speculative theology of the 
Mu�tazilî Qâ�î l-Qu�ât Abû l-
asan �Abd al-Jabbâr bn A�mad al-Hamadânî, Lei-
den 1976. 

Rukn al-D�n Ibn al-Mal�
im� al-Khw�razm�, Kit�b al-Mu�tamad f� u��l al-d�n. The 
extant parts edited by Martin McDermott and Wilferd Madelung, London 
1991. 

Schmidtke, Sabine, “II Firk. Arab. 111 – A copy of al-Shar�f al-Murta��’s Kit�b 
al-Dhakh�ra completed in 472/1079-80 in the Firkovitch-Collection, St. Pe-
tersburg,” [Persian] Ma‘�rif 20 ii (1382/2003), pp. 68-84. 

—, “The Karaites’ Encounter with the Thought of Abu l-	usayn al-Ba�r� (d. 
436/1044). A Survey of the Relevant Materials in the Firkovitch-Collection, 
St. Petersburg,” Arabica 53 (2006), pp. 108-42. 

Schwarb, Gregor, “Découverte d’un nouveau fragment du Kit�b al-mu�n� f� 
	abw�b al-taw��d wa-l-�adl du Q��� �Abd al-�abb�r al-Hama��n� dans une col-
lection karaïte de la British Library,” Mélanges de l’Institut Dominicain d’Etudes 
Orientales du Caire 27 (2006) (in press). 

—, “Sahl b. al-Fa�l al-Tustar�’s Kit�b al-�m�,” Ginzei Qedem 2 (2006), pp. 61*-105*. 
-Shar�f al-Murta��, al-Dhakh�ra f� �ilm al-kal�m, ed. A
mad al-	usayn�, Qum 

1411/ [1990-91]. 
—, al-Mulakhkha� f� u��l al-d�n, ed. Mu
ammad Ri�� An��r� Qumm�, Tehran 

1381/2001. 
Sklare, David, “A Guide to Collections of Karaite Manuscripts,” in Karaite Juda-

ism. A Guide to Its History and Literary Sources, ed. Meira Polliack, Leiden 2003, 
pp. 893-924. 

Skoss, Solomon L, The Arabic Commentary of �Ali ben Suleim�n the Karaite on the 
Book of Genesis. Edited from unique manuscripts and provided with critical 
notes and an introduction, Philadelphia 1928. 

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377 - am 22.01.2026, 04:14:05. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956506895-377
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

