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Foreword	 

Dear Readers, 

This is the first issue of Diyâr, a new interdisciplinary and regionally transcending ac-
ademic journal edited by the Society of Turkic, Ottoman and Turkish Studies (Gesell-
schaft für Turkologie, Osmanistik und Türkeiforschung, GTOT e.V.). It focuses on 
Turkey, the Ottoman Empire and its successor states, Iran, Central Asia and the Cau-
casus. It also examines the languages, cultures and the histories of various Turkic and 
Iranian-speaking ethnic groups, dynasties and states as well as of other ethnolinguistic 
and religious groups living in these countries and areas until the present day. 
Diyâr publishes original and innovative research on the humanities, cultural stud-

ies and social sciences in the Middle Eastern context, with an emphasis on the fields 
of history, literary studies, sociolinguistics, political science, sociology, economics, 
cultural anthropology/ethnology, religious studies, music studies, cultural geography, 
education and law. 

Through its focused content and high peer-review standards, Diyâr is intended to 
be a leading international academic periodical on Turkic and Iranian research. 
Diyâr will initially be published twice a year. Besides its regular numbers containing 

academic research articles and reviews from various areas, special thematic issues will ca-
ter to in-depth academic debates under the responsibility of guest editors. We will be 
happy to cooperate with guest editors from different disciplines and academic ranks. 
Diyâr will publish contributions in German, English and French to ensure that it caters 
to the multilingualism in the arts and humanities. For further investigation on the rules 
and requirements for authors please check our website (https://www.diyar.nomos.de). 

Publishing Diyâr is one of the activities of the Society of Turkic, Ottoman and Turk-
ish Studies, which is an academic organisation and special interest group founded in  
Istanbul, in June 2011. The members of the Society are academic researchers and stu-
dents of different disciplines, active in the fields of philology, history, linguistics, social 
sciences, literary or cultural studies. Consequently, the Society has an interdisciplinary 
and trans-regional orientation. It offers its services as an umbrella organisation to 
scholars who use sources in original languages in their work on the region and the 
above-mentioned linguistically defined groups. The society is also a place for students 
and early-career researchers. It aims at being a forum for professional academic ex-
change. 

The foremost priority of the Society of Turkic, Ottoman and Turkish Studies and 
its new journal Diyâr is the advancement of research on this multifarious and geo-
graphically vast area and on its representation in the public sphere and related re-
search politics. The Society envisages itself as an organisation operating on a Europe-
an platform and advances pan-European collaboration.  
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Das Schwellenland Türkei steht in Bezug auf 
das Thema Alter(n) vor neuen Herausforde-
rungen im Kontext gesellschaftlichen Wan-
dels, was vor allem im Großraum Istanbul zu 
beobachten ist. In der interdisziplinären, em-
pirischen Studie werden individuelle Alters-
bilder in Familie, Gesellschaft, Kultur, Politik 

und Recht auf der Basis originalsprachiger 
Quellen analysiert. Hierbei werden authenti-
sche Einblicke in aktuelle Lebenswelten zwi-
schen Tradition und Moderne und in Denk- 
und Handlungsmuster, die der türkischen 
Kultur zu eigen sind, vermittelt.

Alter(n) im Wandel 
in der Türkei

Muslimische Welten | 11

Silvana Becher-Çelik
Wohin im Alter, Kinder Atatürks?
Altersbilder in der Türkei im Wandel 
von Gesellschaft, Kultur, Politik und Recht

2019 | 390 S. | kartoniert | 78, – €
ISBN 978-3-95650-568-3
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