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Preface

The number of persons that I want to thank for their contribution to this thesis
far exceeds the number of words appropriate for a preface. I hope that those
not named personally are nonetheless assured of my gratitude.

I am deeply indebted to my supervisor Claus Kref3. He gave me the support
I needed while leaving me remarkable academic freedom. Critical parts of this
study and other work reflect his insightful input and critique. To be able to
rely on his guidance also beyond this project is something I greatly treasure
and that I do not take for granted. His gentle and kind spirit is reflected in the
“academic family” at his institute. His ability to assemble incredibly talented
and kind people gave me the privilege to work in a remarkable team, many
of whose members have become close friends, valued discussion partners, as
well as perfect companions for many, many coffee breaks. To them and Claus
Kref$: Thank you!

Ialso thank Angelika Nussberger for her swift secondary opinion, for giving
me the opportunity to publish a German summary of this thesis in the 2021
Jahrbuch des 6ffentlichen Rechts, and for all the other support she extended
to me over the years.

Legal knowledge and capabilities do not suffice to write a thesis; it
also requires resources. Readers shall judge whether the thesis reflects the
first two. The full scholarship I received from the Hamburger Stiftung zur
Férderung von Wissenschaft und Kultur ensured that I at least had the last.
It also ensured that this thesis would be published open access through a
generous contribution to the publication costs. The Mercator Fellowship
for International Affairs, which took over my financing in 2019/2020, also
requires special mention for allowing me to spend a year at the International
Criminal Court, the International Center for Transitional Justice, and the
European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights. These stays as well
as valued discussions with staff members from these institutions strongly
influenced my thinking. The additional privilege to spend a year with 24
incredibly interesting and loveable Fellows adds to the gratitude I feel for this
very special institution.

Many friends provided important input and support, not all of which I
can thank personally here. Gabriel, Leander, Paula, and Tim: Thank you for
providing critical input. Susann and Elisa were brave enough to agree to read
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Preface

the entire thing before knowing its scope. An especially heartfelt thank you
(and sorry) goes out to them!

Of course, the case studies would not have been possible without all the
interviewees that were willing to share their story and insights with me and the
persons that helped me during my research stays. That group encompasses
more individuals than Iimagined before embarking on the research trips. The
thesis would have been a very different (and worse) one had it not been for
them. I cannot name all of them and not all of them would want to be named.
Nevertheless, it is them whom I am most thankful for. For enabling these
essential stays through their generous offer to host me at their institutions
I thank Ambassador Kanu of the Sierra Leone Institute for International
Law and Yesid Reyes and Nathalia Bautista of the Universidad Externado
in Bogota.

Not only per good custom but truly heartfelt do I extend my gratitude to my
entire family. Their collective support, love, and reassurance contributed to
this thesis probably more than anything. Each of them has been an invaluable
source of resilience and inspiration. Luckily, I can say the same of the family
that received me so warm-heartedly shortly before starting this project.I could
lose many words on each of you but, unfortunately, the length of the foreword
should not exceed that of the actual study. I cannot, however, skip two persons
that stand out even among this exceptional group of kind and loving people:
Heidrun and Wolfgang, your unwavering, unconditional, simply incredible
support laid the foundation for everything. There are no words to thank you
for that; I simply hope that you know of my deep, deep gratitude. Of course,
the special mention of my parents shall not deflect from the important role all
other family members played. To you too: A heartfelt thank you!

Lastly, it is a special privilege to share this process with a partner who,
in addition to being ever supportive, is such a knowledgeable and talented
academic that she inevitably became my most important discussion partner.
It is far from ordinary that you tagged along to all the places this PhD took me.
Itis even more amazing that you let me accompany you on all your adventures.
Thank you, and here’s too many more of them!

Fin-Jasper Langmack Berlin, 26 October 2022
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