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were interested in politics. In 1984, the figure was 55 percent, in
the latest study (2019) it is 45 percent; Albert, Hurrelmann and
Quenzel, Jugend 2019, op. cit., p. 49.

Ibid., p. 20.

Ibid.

Beck, Die Erfindung des Politischen, pp. 571f.

Beck, The Reinvention of Politics, op. cit., pp. 32t

This is also reflected in a representative psychological survey
with 1,000 participants conducted by the Rheingold-Institut
in August 2021, during the Covid-19 pandemic. Like the Shell
Youth Surveys, it identified a major discrepancy between
expectations for the future and realities in the here and
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now. While 64 percent of participants were optimistic about
their personal prospects, 59 percent were pessimistic about
the future of society. Here, again, there are indications that
experiences of self-efficacy and agency in the private sphere
can rub off onto other areas. Many respondents agreed that
their actions in the personal sphere contributed to a better
future - for example, demonstrating civic courage (77 percent)
or providing a good example for others (89 percent). Rheingold
Institut, Psychologische Grundlagenstudie: Zum Stimmungs-
und Zukunftsbild in Deutschland: Ergebnisbericht, Erstellt fur
Identity Foundation — Gemeinniitzige Stiftung fir Philosophie
(Cologne: Rheingold Institut, 2021).

Markus Promberger et al., ‘Chancen des Resilienzbegriftes fiir
eine soziologische Armutsforschung, in Resilienz im Sozialen:
Theoretische und empirische Analysen, ed. Martin Endref and
Andrea Maurer, pp. 265-294 (Wiesbaden: Springer, 2015);
Brockling, Gute Hirten fiihren sanft, op. cit.

Suniya S. Luthar, Dante Cicchetti and Bronwyn Becker, ‘The
Construct of Resilience: A Critical Evaluation and Guidelines
for Future Work’, Child Development 71, no. 3 (2000), pp.
543—562.

Stefanie Graefe and Karina Becker, eds., Mit Resilienz durch die
Krise? Anmerkungen zu einem gefragten Konzept (Munich: Oekom,
2021).

Internet platforms also promoted services promising to
enhance personal well-being. The University of Pennsylvania
and the Austrian Institut fir Gesundheit und Entwicklung
fir Menschen und Organisationen (https://www.resilienzst
udie.com), for example, offered personal resilience checks in
connection with their research into the effects of the Covid-19
pandemic.

Carl Folke, ‘Resilience: The Emergence of a Perspective for
Social-Ecological Systems Analyses’, Global Environmental
Change 16, no. 3 (2006), pp. 253—-267; Marjolein Sterk et al.,
‘How to Conceptualize and Operationalize Resilience in
Socio-Ecological Systems?’, Current Opinion in Environmental
Sustainability 28 (2017), pp. 108—113.
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Crawford S. Holling, ‘Resilience and Stability of Ecological Sys-
tems’, Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics 4 (1973), pp. 1-23.
Endrefd and Maurer, eds., Resilienz im Sozialen, op. cit.

Cf. Stefan Kaufmann, ‘Resilienz als Sicherheitsprogramm:
Zum Janusgesicht eines Leitprogramms’, in Endref} and
Maurer, eds., Resilienzim Sozialen, op. cit., pp. 295—312; Andreas
Folkers, Das Sicherheitsdispositiv der Resilienz: Katastrophische
Risiken und die Biopolitik vitaler Systeme (Frankfurt and New
York: Campus, 2018).

See, for example, Stefan Kaufmann's study of a framework
drafted by the Homeland Security Studies and Analysis
Institute, in Kaufmann, ‘Resilienz als Sicherheitsprogramny,
op. cit., p. 303.

Wolfgang Bonf, ‘Karriere und sozialwissenschaftliche Po-
tenziale des Resilienzbegriffs’, in Endrefd and Maurer, eds.,
Resilienz im Sozialen, op. cit., pp. 15-32.

The conflicts over wind farms, high-voltage transmission lines,
and afforestation projects in developing countries provide a
taste of the potential for discontent. For example, after COP26
the Indonesian environment minister backtracked on his
country’s commitment to end deforestation, on the basis that
economic development came first. For the Glasgow Leaders’
Declaration on Forests and Land Use see: https://ukcop26.or
g/glasgow-leaders-declaration-on-forests-and-land-use/. On
this aspect more generally, see Franz Walter, Die neue Macht der
Biirger: Was motiviert die Protestbewegungen? BP-Gesellschaftsstudie
(Reinbek bei Hamburg: Rowohlt, 2013).

David Chandler and Julian Reid, The Neoliberal Subject: Resilience,
Adaptation and Vulnerability (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, 2016); Stefanie Graefe, Resilienz im Krisenkapitalis-
mus: Wider das Lob der Anpassungsfiihigkeit (Bielefeld: transcript,
2019); Brockling, Gute Hirten fithren sanft, op. cit.

Chandler and Reid, The Neoliberal Subject, op. cit.

Ibid., p. 78.

Graefe, Resilienz im Krisenkapitalismus, op. cit., p. 130.

Ibid., p. 41.
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Ulrich Brockling, The Entrepreneurial Self: Fabricating a New Type
of Subject (Los Angeles et al.: Sage, 2016).

Graefe, Resilienz im Krisenkapitalismus, op. cit., p. 139.

Ibid., p. 151.

Brockling, Gute Hirten fiihven sanft, op. cit., p. 137, trans. MD.
Graefe, Resilienz im Krisenkapitalismus, op. cit., p. 143.

Andreas Reckwitz, ‘Lehren aus der Coronakrise: Die Politik der
Resilienz hat vier Probleme’, Der Spiegel, 5 March 2021, trans.
MD.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Andreas Reckwitz, Auf dem Weg zu einer Soziologie des Ver-
lusts’, Soziopolis, 6 May 2021, trans. MD.

Ibid.

Inresponse to liberal modernisation, late modernity is also wit-
nessing a resurgence of conservatism as the modern ideology
concerned with the prevention of loss; cf. Karl Mannheim, Kon-
servatismus: Ein Beitrag zur Soziologie des Wissens (Frankfurt am
Main: Suhrkamp, 1984).

Reckwitz, Auf dem Weg zu einer Soziologie des Verlusts’, op.
cit.

4. Adaptive rebellion

Berlin, Zwei Freiheitsbegrifte’, op. cit.

Hartmut Rosa, Resonance: A Sociology of Our Relationship to the
World (Cambridge, UK, and Medford, Mass.: Polity, 2019), epub
version.

‘Social modernity’; see Oliver Nachtwey, Germany’s Hidden Cri-
sis: Social Decline in the Heart of Europe, trans. Loren Balhorn and
David Fernbach (London and New York: Verso, 2018). Inciden-
tally, this is also the juncture at which the seeds of the ‘artistic
critique’ were planted in Western societies; Luc Boltanski and
Eve Chiapello, The New Spirit of Capitalism, trans. Gregory Elliot
(London and New York: Verso, 2007).
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John Kenneth Galbraith, The Affluent Society (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1958).

Ludwig Erhard was West Germany’s minister of economic af-
fairs from 1949 to 1963 and Chancellor from 1963 to 1966. Ludwig
Erhard, Wohlstand fiir Alle (Diisseldorf: Econ, 1957).

Marshall Sahlins, Stone Age Economics (London: Routledge Clas-
sics, 2017 [1972]).

David Graeber, ‘Foreword’, in Marshall Sahlins, Stone Age Eco-
nomics, op. cit., pp. ix—xviii.

The concept of compliance is closely associated with Max
Weber’s exploration of legitimate authority. The term describes
the phenomenon of submission to a legitimate order; cf.
Max Weber, Economy and Society: A New Translation, ed. and
trans. Keith Tribe (Cambridge, Mass., and London: Harvard
University Press, 2019 [1921]), pp. 338-447; cf. Wolfgang
Fach, ‘Gouvernementalité und governance: Max Webers
Herrschaftssoziologie heute’, in Miiller and Sigmund, eds.,
Max-Weber-Handbuch, op. cit., pp. 432—434.

Rosa, Resonance, op. cit., pp. 879—892.

Andrew Abbott, ‘The Problem of Excess’, Sociological Theory 32,
no. 1(2014), pp.1-26.

Sahlins, Stone Age Economics, op. cit., p. 2.

Rosa, Unverfiigharkeit, op. cit.

Sahlins, Stone Age Economics, op. cit., p. 18. Here Sahlins is citing
Frederick D. McCarthy and Margaret McArthur, ‘The Food
Quest and the Time Factor in Aboriginal Economic Life’, in
Records of the Australian-American Scientific Expedition to Arnhem
Land, vol. 2: Anthropology and Nutrition, ed. C. P. Mountford
(Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1960), p. 148.
Graeber, ‘Foreword’, op. cit.

Hartmut Rosa, ‘Best Account: Outlining a Systematic Theory of
Modern Society’, in Reckwitz and Rosa, Late Modernity in Crisis,
op. cit., pp. 95—-157.

Sahlins, Stone Age Economics, op. cit., p. 14.

Ibid., p. 33.
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Sahlins himself concedes this, but argues that his theory is ap-
plicable to most hunter-gatherer societies; cf. Sahlins, Stone Age
Economics, op. cit., pp. 36—37.

For example, contrasting the life of the hunter-gatherers with
J. K. Galbraith's society of limited resources and unlimited de-
sires (which he called the ‘Galbraithean way’); see Sahlins, Stone
Age Economics, op. cit., p. 2.

Karl Mannheim, Ideologie und Utopie (Bonn: Cohen, 1930).

The sociological schools discussed above focus either on order
and stability or on power and liberty. In the former, adaptation
occurs more or less automatically as the fundamental cultural
consensus of the society (viz., Parsons). Sociologies centring on
freedom tend to regard adaptation as the antithesis of a gener-
ative and transformative praxis. Instead, itis a synonym for the
stabilisation of an inherently defective order.

Robert K. Merton, ‘Social Structure and Anomie’, American Soci-
ological Review 3, no. 5 (1938), pp. 672—682..

Ibid., p. 678.

Ibid.

Ibid., p. 677.

Robert K. Merton, ‘Social Structure and Anomie, in On
Social Structure and Science, pp. 133-152 (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1996), here p. 151.

Karl Mannheim, ‘Das Problem der Generationen’, in Wissensso-
ziologie: Auswahl aus dem Werk, ed. Kurt H. Wolff, pp. 509-565
(Berlin and Neuwied: Luchterhand, 1964 [1928]).

Heinz Bude, Deutsche Karrieven: Lebenskonstruktionen sozialer
Aufsteiger aus der Flakhelfer-Generation (Frankfurt am Main:
Suhrkamp, 1987), p. 425, trans. MD.

Dieter Rucht, Modernisierung und neue soziale Bewegungen:
Deutschland, Frankreich und USA im Vergleich (Frankfurt am
Main and New York: Campus, 1994).

Cf. Boltanski and Chiapello, The New Spirit of Capitalism, op. cit.
While Dieter Rucht doubts whether Fridays for Future speaks
for an entire generation, Klaus Hurrelmann and Erik Albrecht
see climate issues as just the start of the politicisation of ‘Gene-
ration Gretd; cf. Dieter Rucht, Jugend auf der Strafde: Fridays
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for Future und die Generationenfrage’, WZB-Mitteilungen, no.
165 (2019), pp. 6—9; Klaus Hurrelmann and Erik Albrecht, Gene-
ration Greta: Was sie denkt, wie sie fiihlt und warum das Klima erst der
Anfang ist (Weinheim and Basel: Beltz, 2020).

Mattias Wahlstrom et al., eds., Protest for a Future: Composition,
Mobilization and Motives of the Participants in Fridays for Future
Climate Protests on 15 March 2019 in 13 European Cities (N.p.: Protest
Institute, 2019); Moritz Sommer et al., ‘Fridays for Future:
Profil, Entstehung und Perspektiven der Protestbewegung in
Deutschland’, Internationale Politik 74, no. 4 (2019), pp. 121-125.
Sommer et al., ‘Fridays for Future’, op. cit., p. 10. Note that the
study excluded subjects younger than fourteen years of age.
Sommer et al., ‘Fridays for Future’, op. cit., p. 13.

Wahlstrom et al., eds., Protest for a Future, op. cit., p. 9.
Hurrelmann and Albrecht, Generation Greta, op. cit., p. 188.
Laura Backes et al., ‘Kinder der Apokalypse’, Der Spiegel, 31 May
2019.

It is no coincidence that the prominent German climate
activists Luisa Neubauer and Alexander Repenning subtitle
their book ‘A History of Our Future'. Beginning to End the Climate
Crisis is an appeal to what they call the ‘possibilists’: forward-
thinking individuals who recognise possibilities and seek to
realise them. Rather than looking for a secure future, they are
thinking in the conjunctive: ‘the future is no longer a promise’.
Luisa-Marie Neubauer and Alexander Repenning, Beginning to
End the Climate Crisis: A History of Our Future (Waltham, Mass.:
Brandeis University Press, 2023 [2019]), p. 13).

Adorno, Critical Models: Interventions and Catchwords, op. cit., p.
29.

In 2021, the Fridays for Future movement laid out the following
concrete demands for the first one hundred days of the new
German government: a CO, budget in line with the 1.5°C tar-
get, no new natural gas infrastructure and a complete end to its
use by 2035; an end to subsidies for fossil fuels and no expan-
sion of lignite mining; a sevenfold increase in solar and wind
power and removal of any political obstacles to their expansion;
no manufacture of internal combustion engines from 2025 and
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an immediate stop to all major roadbuilding projects; 14 bil-
lion euros annually for international climate financing; all trade
agreements to conform with human rights and climate targets.
The list is available online at https://fridaysforfuture.de/forder
ungen/100-tage/ (as of June 2022).

Neubauer and Repenning, Beginning to End the Climate Crisis, op.
cit., p. 53.

Ernst Friedrich Schumacher, Small Is Beautiful: A Study of Eco-
nomics as If People Mattered (London: Blond & Briggs, 1973).
Sahlins, Stone Age Economics, op. cit., p. 2.

Ingolfur Blithdorn, ‘Haben wir es gewollt? Voriiberlegunger,
in Blithdorn et al., Nachhaltige Nicht-Nachhaltigkeit, op. cit., pp.
13-28, here p. 17.

Blithdorn, ‘Die Gesellschaft der Nicht-Nachhaltigkeit’, op. cit.,
p. 113, trans. MD.

Strategic in the sense that the cited scientific findings back up
their own positions and neutralise those of their adversaries.
Ingolfur Blithdorn, ‘Demokratie der Nicht-Nachhaltigkeit:
Begehung eines umweltsoziologischen Minenfeldes’, in
Blithdorn et al., Nachhaltige Nicht-Nachhaltigkeit, op. cit., pp.
303-344, here p. 323.

Beck, The Reinvention of Politics, op. cit., p. 107—-108.

Hartmut Rosa’s concept of the ‘medio-passive’ builds on philo-
sophical debates seeking a middle way between perpetrator
and victim, dependency and autonomy, and active and passive.
Such a medio-passive relationship to the world, he argues, can
pave the way for a comprehensive transformation by doing
away with the outdated sovereignty paradigm of modernity.
Cf. Hartmut Rosa, ‘,Spirituelle Abhingigkeitserklirung*: Die
Idee des Mediopassiv als Ausgangspunkt einer radikalen
Transformatiort, in GrofSe Transformation? Zur Zukunft moderner
Gesellschaften, special issue of Berliner Journal fiir Soziologie, ed.
Klaus Dérre et al., pp. 35-56 (Wiesbaden: Springer, 2019). For
a discussion in English, see Hartmut Rosa, ‘Resonance as a
Medio-Passive, Emancipatory and Transformative Power: A
Reply to My Critics’, Journal of Chinese Sociology 10, art. no. 16
(2023).
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Tsing, The Mushroom at the End of the World, op. cit., p. 28.

Eve Chiapello, ‘Capitalism and Its Criticism, in New Spirits of
Capitalism, ed. Glenn Morgan and Paul du Gay, pp. 60-82 (Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press, 2013).

Mannheim, Ideologie und Utopie, op. cit.

Chiapello, ‘Capitalism and Its Criticism, op. cit., p. 25.

Luc Boltanski, Soziologie und Sozialkritik (Berlin: Suhrkamp,
2010); Boltanski and Chiapello, The New Spirit of Capitalism, op.
cit.

Streeck, Gekaufte Zeit, op. cit.

Boltanski and Chiapello, The New Spirit of Capitalism, op. cit.
Chiapello, ‘Capitalism and Its Criticism, op. cit., pp. 60—82.
Boltanski and Chiapello, The New Spirit of Capitalism, op. cit.
The artistic critique has itself been criticised for accepting an
erosion of civil rights and social security, and, as such, doing
less to promote democracy than the preceding wave of social
protests.

Chiapello, ‘Capitalism and Its Criticism, op. cit., p. 16.

At the beginning of the pandemic it was believed that only cer-
tain high-risk groups would be severely affected.

For a detailed analysis of shifting views on working from home
during the pandemic, see Infas and Institut fiir Wirtschafts-
forschung, Homeoffice im Verlaufder Corona-Pandemie, Themenre-
port Corona Plattform, July 2021.

Steffen Mau, Sortiermaschinen: Die Neuerfindung der Grenze im 21.
Jahrhundert (Munich: C. H. Beck, 2021).

Neckel, Im Angesicht der Katastrophe, op. cit.

Andreas Malm, Corona, Climate, Chronic Emergency: War Commu-
nism in the Twenty-First Century (London and New York: Verso,
2020).

This applies whatever the true origins of the Covid-19 virus,
about which doubts remain. The widely accepted theory that
the virus passed from animals to humans would place it in the
context of increased likelihood of zoonoses when settlement
expansion brings people into closer contact with wild animals;
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cf. Malm, Corona, Climate, Chronic Emergency, op. cit. If the virus
ultimately transpires to have originated in a laboratory, the
pandemic will have been even more obviously anthropogenic.
Frank Adloff and Sighard Neckel, ‘Wettlauf gegen die Zeit:
Agenda fiir eine neue Regierung im Klimajahrzehnt', Blitter fiir
deutsche und internationale Politik, October 2021, pp. 55-62..
Suddenly, the telecommunications engineer found herself
responsible for a service deemed of vital importance for
society. Hospitals and supermarkets were recognised as
essential services. At least for a time, there was a broadly
shared realisation that the superficial temptations of the
modern economy could not exist without the underlying
collective practices of reproduction. It is the key workers in
this ‘foundational economy’ who ensure the technical and
social reproduction of society; cf. The Foundational Economy
Collective, Foundational Economy: The Infrastructure of Everyday
Life (Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2018).

Eva Barlosius, Infrastrukturen als soziale Ordnungsdienste: Ein Bei-
trag zur Gesellschaftsdiagnose (Frankfurt am Main and New York:
Campus, 2019).

In this research project, students conducted and evaluated
seventy-nine narrative interviews with essential workers
from the fields of health, education, childcare, public order
and material infrastructure. The interviews were conducted
between spring 2020 and spring 2022. The goal was to explore
the experiences of essential workers and their thoughts
about society. The research covered four fields: healthcare,
education/childcare, public order and material infrastructure.
The interviews focussed on the subjects’ views on the response
to the pandemic and their associated ideas about society. The
analysis employed the documentary method developed by Ralf
Bohnsack on the basis of Mannheim’s sociology of knowledge to
elucidate subjective meaning and implicit forms of knowledge.
I am grateful to the participants in my master seminar on
criticality and criticism, who conducted the fieldwork and
analysis. The interviews were conducted in German; the
extracts have been translated into English. Cf. Ralf Bohn-

hittps://dol. Op

141


https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839457511-121
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/

142

Philipp Staab: Adaptation

22

23
24

25

26

27

28
29

6.

sack, Iris Nentwig-Gesemann and Arnd-Michael Nohl, Die
dokumentarische Methode und ihre Forschungspraxis, Grundlagen
qualitativer Sozialforschung (Wiesbaden: Springer, 2013).
Annekatrin Schrenker, Claire Samtleben and Markus Schren-
ker, Applaus ist nicht genug: Gesellschaftliche Anerkennung
systemrelevanter Berufe’, Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte 71 (2021),
pp. 13—15, trans. MD.

Ibid.

Roughly 70 percent of essential workers in Germany earn less
than the average wage. In comparison to the labour market as
a whole, they are more likely to be on temporary contracts and
more likely to be worried about their own economic situation
— even though they are actually more likely to be covered by
collective pay agreements (because of the prominent role of the
public sector in these spheres); cf. Schrenker, Samtleben and
Schrenker, Applaus ist nicht genug, op. cit., p. 14.

Nicole Mayer-Ahuja and Oliver Nachtwey, Verkannte Leis-
tungstriger:innen: Berichte aus der Klassengesellschaft (Berlin:
Suhrkamp, 2021).

Roughly 70 percent of police employees in Germany are male,
cf. Statistisches Bundesamt, ‘Pressemitteilung Nr. 57, 18
September 2020, https://www.destatis.de/DE/Presse/Presse
mitteilungen/2020/09/PD20_Nos7_742.html.

Original German: ‘Leben in der Lage’; more literally living in the
situation’.

Reckwitz, The Society of Singularities, op. cit.

On the distinction between input and output legitimacy, see
Fritz W. Scharpf, Regieren in Europa: Effektiv und Demokratisch?
(Frankfurt am Main and New York: Campus, 1999).

Protective technocracy

Joseph Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy (Lon-
don and New York: Routledge, 1994 [1943]), p. 302.

Sophie Haring calls this ‘the rule of necessity’; cf. Sophie
Haring, ‘Herrschaft der Experten oder Herrschaft des Sach-
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zwangs? Technokratie als politikwissenschaftliches , Problem-
Ensemble®, Zeitschrift fiir Politik 57, no. 3 (2010), pp. 243—264.
Blithdorn, Simulative Demokratie, op. cit.

From Plato’s philosopher king and Aristotle’s ‘bad forms’ of con-
stitution to Rousseau’s belief that democracy was suitable only
for small communities and Kant’s outright aversion; cf. Blih-
dorn, Simulative Demokratie, op. cit., pp. 25ff.

Max Weber, Economy and Society: A New Translation, ed. and
trans. Keith Tribe (Cambridge, Mass., and London, Harvard
University Press: 2019 [1921]), p. 408.

Blithdorn, Simulative Demokratie, op. cit., pp. 25ff., trans. MD.
Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, op. cit., pp.
289-295.

Ibid., p. 291.

Ibid., pp. 291-293.

Blithdorn, Simulative Demokratie, op. cit., p. 40.

Jirgen Habermas, Theorie des kommunikativen Handelns, vol. 2:
Zur Kritik der funktionalistischen Vernunft (Frankfurt am Main:
Suhrkamp, 1981).

For a detailed description, see the Civilopedia website, ‘Syn-
thetic technocracy’, https://www.civilopedia.net/gathering-st
orm/governments/government_synthetic_technocracy.

Ibid.

The economic (or socialist) calculation debate; cf. Ludwig
von Mises, Economic Calculation in the Socialist Commonwealth
(Auburn: Ludwig von Mises Institute, Auburn University, 1990
(1920]).

Evgeny Morozov, ‘Digital Socialism? The Calculation Debate in
the Age of Big Data, New Left Review, no. 116/117 (2019), pp. 33—67.
Nick Dyer-Witheford, ‘Red plenty platforms’, Culture Machine 14
(2013), pp. 1-27.
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