
Acknowledgments

First and foremost, I want to express my deep gratitude to Christa

Buschendorf, who inspired this study in more ways than one. It was in

classes she taught that I first encountered the work of Pierre Bourdieu

and began to study African American literature. Most importantly,

however, her dedication to doing research collectively with a group of

young scholars to whom she has served as a mentor was encouraging

and inspiring—not least because she always made it known to us how

much she appreciated our respective contributions to the project of

analyzing American culture through the lens of relational sociology.

At Goethe-Universität Frankfurt, I was lucky enough to meet oth-

ers who have inspired me both scholarly and personally.The work of Jo-

hannesVölzwasamodel ofwhat literary studies candoat its best.Hehas

continually provided critical commentary and advice from which I have

greatly benefited over the years. Stephan Kuhl is a much better literary

critic than Iwill ever be, andhis scholarship has consistently served as an

inspiration for my own attempts at making sense of and writing about

American literature.

I have not had a single thought on American culture and society or

on Marxian critical theory that does not bear the traces of the ongoing

conversation with my collaborators and comrades in academia, Dennis

Büscher-Ulbrich and Hendrik Burfeind.Thank you!

Among the many merits of Christa Buschendorf ’s dedication to

collective research was that she brought together several American

Studies scholars who regularly met for reading groups in Frankfurt or

during week-long seminars at Haus Bergkranz in Riezlern (which she

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


8 Reading Race Relationally

co-organized with her husband, Bernhard Buschendorf). I consider it a

great privilege to have been a part of this group which included Nicole

Hirschfelder, Johannes Kohrs, Luvena Kopp, Stephan Kuhl, Nicole Lin-

denberg, Stefanie Müller (who, moreover, taught the class in which I

first read ColsonWhitehead), andWibke Schniedermann. Hanging out

with Luvena, Nic, and Stephan for non-academic reasons has always

been a pleasure, too.

In 2015 I spent six months as a visiting research scholar at the Uni-

versity of Illinois at Chicago.Walter Benn Michaels was kind enough to

act as a host, and I was able to learn a lot from our conversations about

art and literature. Jennifer Ashton invited me to present my research to

her students for which I am very grateful. By a stroke of luck I visited

UIC at the same time asDaniel Zamora,who provided both scholarly in-

spiration and (with Camille Coletta) great company. And, as much as I

enjoyed attendingWalter’s seminar on American literature, it was great

fun to subsequently complain about his inexplicable aversion to Adorno

with Luca Delbello each week.

During the five years I spent at the English Department at Chris-

tian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, I was fortunate to work with Chris-

tian Huck, another scholar committed to collective research. For mak-

ingKiel a great place to be, despitemyweekly 500-kilometer commute, I

ammuch obliged to him and our fellow re:articulators: Vicki Allen, Rike

Köpke, Dennis, and Hendrik.

Throughout my life as an academic I have benefited a lot from talk-

ing aboutmywork and theirs with fellowAmericanists at conferences or

when presenting earlier parts of this study at the American Studies col-

loquium in Frankfurt. I encountered particularly attentive interlocutors

inTomClark, JohannesFehrle,TimLanzendörfer,MagdaMajewska,and

KatharinaMotyl.Finally, I immensely enjoyed talking critical theoryover

lunch with Jesse Ramírez.

I am indebted to my copy editor, Andrew Ascherl, for pointing out

stylistic blunders to me. Needless to say, all remaining mistakes are my

own.At transcript Luisa Bott was in charge ofmy book, and I thank both

her and JuliaWieczorek for their patience with me.

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Acknowledgments 9

If it had not been for Paul Lins and Valentino Massoglio and their

insistence at the right moment that there is a categorical imperative to

overthrow all relations in which human beings are debased, I would not

have become the person that I am today. Our regular get-togethers, of-

ten with Martin Kuch and Tetsi Pecoraro, contain glimpses of utopia.

Discussing sociological theory (and everything else) on the long walks

I have been taking with Kambis Zahedi for years has been a delight. Fi-

nally, Lea and Andrea Catana have always provided nourishment, both

spiritual andmaterial, for which I am deeply thankful.

Words cannot express what I owe to my parents, Susanne and Peter

Lieber. I doubt that I would have chosen to study American culture if it

had not been for their collection of books and records; nor would I be an

academic if it was not for their ongoing and unwavering support.This is

why I dedicate this book to them.

I ammore than happy that Jule Zecha has been a part ofmy life since

before I wrotemy first student paper on ColsonWhitehead, and I do not

want to imagine a life without her. For her love and support I am deeply

grateful. Shortly after I submitted my PhD thesis on which this book is

based our daughter Ava Marlene was born. Her curiosity, intelligence,

joyfulness, and sass provide pleasures beyond compare.

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839463468-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

