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Editorial

Since national histories have been discredited as the only legitimate way to write his-

tory, global history has been gainingmomentum.Global history, however, is notmerely

“history outside Europe”; and global is more than “around the world”. Global history

means historiography that tries to overcome Eurocentric perspectives and to focus on

global complexity and interrelations. Thus, global historians tend to study topics such

as colonialism,migration, trade, international cooperation, slavery, tourism, imperial-

ism, globalization, knowledge transfers, etc.

The book seriesGlobal andColonialHistory offers a common forum to discuss cutting-

edge research on these issues.We consider colonial and imperial history to be a central

part of global history because it is exemplary of this historiography as a history of inter-

relations and because it challenges past and present power structures and hegemonic

discourses on a methodological level.

Philippe Lionnet, born in 1986, completed his doctorate in history at the University of

Bern after receiving masters degrees from the Universities of Basel (MA) and Zurich

(LLM). His research included visits to Beijing, Hong Kong, Pittsburgh and London. He

works as a foreign economic policy advisor for the Swiss Federal Administration.
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For François, Kyllikki and Pia-Andrea,

who let me hit the road with them in the little red bus

and taught me almost everything I know.
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