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0.	 INTRODUCTION

0.1	 A LANGUAGE MACHINE

Amidst efforts to Christianize Muslims, to describe ‘... profane love in scenes 
of such repulsive realism that they would shock even an admirer of Henry 
Miller’s fiction’ (Gardner 1958:7), to develop voting systems (which are still in 
use), and to square the circle – his construction approached a circle’s surface 
up to 0.04 % – Ramón Llull invented logic machines. In 13th-century Catalonia, 
he designed and exploited the systematic and mechanical production of prop-
ositions. For example, he wrote phrasal concepts on the edges of concentric 
circles. Connecting the concepts in one system of circles (or disks), by moving 
the circles with respect to each other, yields propositions with and about these 
concepts, according to the semantic frame of the particular system. Here is 
Llull’s generator for truisms on the soul (from: Ars demonstrativa, c. 1283)– 
one among hundreds of systems on all fields of philosophical theology.

Figure 1 Ramon Llull’s Prima figura S 

https://doi.org/10.1515/9789400601833 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.1515/9789400601833 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

	Preface
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS




