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EINLEITUNG / INTRODUCTION

Introduction: Reimagining Gender Equality Struggles towards a 
More Inclusive History

On 18 April 1923, a few months before the founding of the Republic of Turkey, the 
newspaper Time (Vakit) published the results of a survey. The survey was about what 
men would think of women having a political vote.1 The majority of respondents 
supported the idea. A group of women active in various organisations took this result 
as an inspiration and founded the Women’s Party (Kadınlar Halk Fırkası), under the 
leadership of the journalist Nezihe Muhiddin (1898–1958),2 on 15 June 1923. Shortly 
thereafter, the party was accused by the governor of Istanbul for separatist intrigue. 
Public pressure became so intense that the party’s members distanced themselves 
from the demand for political rights in their press statements, later dissolved the party, 
and realigned their activities under a new association, the Union of Turkish Women 
(Türk Kadınlar Birliği, est. 1924). The full civil rights of women, which were in the 
statute of the Women’s Party, were completely removed from the statutes of the new 
association.3 Instead, members announced that the goal of the association was to raise 
Turkish women through education to a level where they could take responsibility for 
the ‘fatherland’ (vatan).4 

With the foundation of the Republic of Turkey, an era of democracy and freedom 
seemed to be dawning. This era was, however, short-lived for the small group of femi-
nists organised around Muhiddin. Yet, the foundation of the Republic gave a direction 
to the development of the women’s movement, which from then on focused on the 
equality between men and women in both public and private spheres. In the course 
of a century, the struggles for gender equality have expanded in scope to include a 
myriad of issues that not only form the core of gender relations but also lie at the inter-
section of gender and class, ethnicity/race, religion, sexuality, and the environment. 
Women and feminist and queer people5 involved in these struggles have generated a 
diverse repertoire of action to challenge and transform the legal systems and cultural 
practices that maintained gender-based oppression, violence, and discrimination. 

In recent years, the field of feminist history in/on Turkey proliferated as an increas-
ing number of researchers investigated previously unexplored topics, destabilised 

1	 Vakit 18 April 1923; 19 April 1923. 
2	 Zihnioğlu 2003, 36–7. 
3	 Toprak 1988, 30–1.
4	 Süs 23 June 1923, 3. 
5	 We use feminist and queer people as an inclusive term that refers to LGBTI+ as well as 

cisgender and heterosexual people who are invested in gender equality struggles in vari-
ous ways. 
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established paradigms, and utilised new sources and methodologies. However, new 
contributions have not yet been subject to systematic attention in anthologies, edited 
volumes, or journal issues. The implications of these contributions for feminist his-
tory and historiography in Turkey are also yet to be discussed. 

On the occasion of the centenary of the Republic, this special issue takes a first step 
to bring together some of the novel research to rethink feminist history through the 
prism of a century of gender equality struggles in Turkey. Our aim is to initiate discus-
sions on new perspectives, and conceptual and methodological advances in the fem-
inist history of Turkey and to think established paradigms in feminist historiography 
anew. In Turkey, as elsewhere in the world, the contested notion of ‘gender equality’ 
has been shaped by various actors over time. Different political projects existing side 
by side, such as feminist and antifeminist movements, competed over its definition.6 
With the term ‘gender equality struggles,’ we refer to all kinds of social and political 
activism – formal and informal, collective and individual – with an agenda to ensure 
equal access of women and LGBTI+ people to the realms of economy, society, politics 
as well as cultural practices. Taking gender as a cross-cutting category of historical 
analysis, this special issue develops inclusive definitions of feminism and activism 
and contributes with new insights to social, political, and cultural histories of modern 
Turkey. 

As editors, we also view this special issue as a timely attempt in the face of devel-
opments that have been negatively affecting feminist knowledge production for more 
than a decade. The rise of authoritarian modes of governance in Turkey since the 
2010s has marginalised feminist theories and methodologies in scientific research.7 
Institutional and financial support for critical women’s and gender studies is increas-
ingly restricted. Moreover, a forced academic exile led to the emigration of many 
feminist and queer scholars from Turkey. These developments not only compromise 
future academic knowledge production but also render the past and current advances 
in women’s and gender history invisible. At a time when gender equality and sexual 
rights are under attack and feminist research is jeopardised in Turkey and globally, a 
reassessment of feminist history is necessary to show the multiplicity of gender equal-
ity struggles throughout Turkey’s history. By demonstrating some of this multiplicity 
in this special issue, we wish to foster imaginations in scholarly communities towards 
more democratic futures. 

1. Emerging Research Directions in Feminist Historiography

Women’s history has emerged parallel to the inclusion of women in the political 
sphere, not only to provide evidence that women have always been part of the history, 
but also to construct a feminist memory on which further activism could be built.8 

6	 Kandiyoti 2011; Özcan 2020.
7	 Dayan 2019.
8	 Çakır 2007.
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International women’s organisations, for example, started very early as part of their 
activities to collect memories and to build women’s archives.9 In the context of Tur-
key, works by Fatma Aliye (Topuz) (1862–1936) on women in Islam10 and articles on 
women in history published in the journal Women’s World (Kadınlar Dünyası, 1913–
1920) are initial examples of women’s attempts to construct their history. Importantly, 
these examples also show that the founding of the Republic of Turkey was not the 
zero hour of feminist activism; gender struggles of the republican period were waged 
against the background of women’s quest for equality since at least the late nine-
teenth century. At the same time, women’s greater participation in the public sphere 
in the republican period generated a more systematic engagement in women’s history. 
For example, Zehra Celasun’s 1946 book Women in History (Tarih Boyunca Kadınlık) 
included a chapter on associations founded by women and offered an account of their 
activities.11 In 1959, the Organisation for the Investigation of Women’s Social Life 
(Kadının Sosyal Hayatını Tetkik Kurumu, est. 1953) published a bibliography of publi-
cations on women in Turkey.12 In the introduction to the bibliography, the librarian 
Neriman Duranoğlu wrote: 

There are many women’s associations that have been founded in the past and are 
still being established today. Numerous women are active in these associations. It 
is up to them to publish about their activities and to carry their histories beyond 
formal decisions and reports to make them more affirmative and useful.13

Despite Duranoğlu’s call for women to note down their activism in history, however, 
much of the women’s organisations that existed throughout the republican time and 
earlier have their histories largely unwritten.

Within academic literature, women’s inclusion in the field of history started in the 
1970s. Early contributions came by Kemalist scholars, who historicised the achieve-
ments in women’s rights and women’s struggles for gender equality, such as Tezer 
Taşkıran’s book published on the fiftieth anniversary of the Republic of Turkey.14 
Later in the 1970s a younger generation of scholars began to criticise the hegemonic 
patterns in academic knowledge production, especially in national historiography, 
which was dominated by men and shaped by the official state ideology.15 This young, 
ground-breaking scholarship stimulated further critical discussions on the dominance 
of the Kemalist doctrine in Turkish historiography and opened new fields of research, 
such as those on minorities and everyday life experiences. Perhaps we can call this the 
zero hour of feminist historiography in Turkey. 

9	 de Haan 2004. 
10	 Aliye 1891.
11	 Celasun 1946.
12	 Kadının Sosyal Hayatını Tetkik Kurumu 1959.
13	 Kadının Sosyal Hayatını Tetkik Kurumu 1959, 24. Translation by the authors.
14	 Taşkıran 1973.
15	 Abadan-Unat 1981; Kağıtçıbaşı 1982; Tekeli 1982. See also Çakır 2007.
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The development of feminist historical research has been closely connected with 
the emerging feminist movement and its impact on gender equality struggles in Tur-
key, Western feminisms’ epistemological and analytical critique of androcentric insti-
tutions, and the United Nations-led global gender equality agenda.16 Institutionalised 
first in universities in Istanbul and Ankara in the 1990s, women’s and gender studies 
spread across the country over the past three decades, reaching up to about a hundred 
research centres by 2017.17 During this time, the field of women’s and gender history 
grew continuously. A vast literature addressed topics including, but not limited to: 
women’s activism in the late-Ottoman and early-republican periods,18 Kemalism and 
gendered nation-building processes,19 modernisation and sociological change,20 wom-
en’s political participation,21 sexuality and reproductive rights,22 women’s labour and 
employment,23 feminist and women’s movements in the post-1980 period,24 and gen-
der politics in the 2000s.25 Feminist researchers have also documented the emergence 
of an antifeminist movement from the 1980s onwards and the central role gender 
played for Islamist and conservative movements in their quest for integration in the 
capitalist economy through patterns of consumption and spending leisure time.26 

This literature immensely contributed to gendering modern Turkey’s history and 
establishing methodologies in feminist historical research. Yet, scholars also noted the 
limitations of this literature by pointing at Turkish exceptionalism and methodologi-
cal nationalism as its characteristics.27 In 2010, Deniz Kandiyoti argued that the field 
of women’s and gender studies in Turkey was restricted by its focus on the binaries of 
secularism vs. Islam, democratisation vs. authoritarianism, modernity vs. alternative 
modernity. It has, therefore, been ‘relatively inward-looking despite … the fact that [it 
has] drawn upon the canons of Western academia.’28 We agree that the Turkish case 
has often been treated as exceptional in women’s and gender history due to Turkey’s 
unique status as a Muslim-majority country with a secular legal system in a non-West-
ern context. At the same time, the past decade brought new contributions that go 
beyond these limitations and provide new accounts of gender equality struggles in 
the late-Ottoman Empire and republican Turkey. A new generation of feminist histo-

16	 Çakır 2007; Kandiyoti 2010; Yelsalı Parmaksız 2019.
17	 Karakaşoğlu 2019.
18	 Altay and Clark 2013; Çakır 1994; Demirdirek 2011; Ekmekçioğlu and Bilal 2006; Zih-

nioğlu 2003.
19	 Altınay 2004; Durakbaşa 2000; Sancar 2012; Yeğenoğlu 1998.
20	 Adak 2014; 2022; Kandiyoti 1987; Sirman 1990; Tekeli 1991.
21	 Arat 2005; Yaraman 1999.
22	 Balsoy 2016.
23	 Akgöz 2020; Makal 2012.
24	 Akal 2003; Akkaya 2011; Arat 2005; Çaha 2013; Çağatay 2017; 2018; Çağatay et al. 2022; 

Çağlayan 2007; Işık 2020;  İlyasoğlu 1994; Yılmaz 2015. 
25	 Aldıkaçtı-Marshall 2013; Çağlayan 2007; Kandiyoti 2016; Kardam 2005.
26	 Göle 2002; Navaro-Yashin 2002; Sandıkçı and Ger 2007.
27	 Çağatay 2017; Fırat 2006; Kandiyoti 2010; Sancar and Akşit 2011.
28	 Kandiyoti 2010, 173.
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rians, to which we belong, utilised new sources such as ego documents, photographs, 
oral history, and legal papers. They studied different forms of activism and resistance 
and explored women’s participation in ideological and political movements alongside 
feminism such as Kemalism, socialism, and Islamism.29 Other research focused on 
ordinary women and women workers, revealing the political impacts of their struggles 
that have hitherto been deemed apolitical.30 New journals emerged, such as Fe Dergi 
and Feminist Tahayyül, disseminating these fresh perspectives in the local context. All 
in all, this emerging body of research urges us to rethink different gender equality 
struggles in terms of continuities and, by developing more inclusive definitions of 
feminism activism, to expand our view on what counts as a ‘gender equality struggle.’ 

As we consider this new literature systematically in terms of its impact on feminist 
history, we draw on the recent approaches developed by feminist scholars that inspire 
critical reflection about dominant tendencies in feminist historiography, such as the 
privileging of certain struggles over others as object of inquiry based on narrow defi-
nitions of feminism and activism.31 For example, Dorothy Sue Cobble reflects: 

Feminism, in my view, need not require an unwavering single focus on gender, nor 
does gender-conscious reform resides only in all-female organizations. Mixed-gen-
der institutions such as the church or the union can be sites for feminist reform. 
... For a reform agenda can be quite feminist in its conception and impact without 
being gender-specific.32 

Importantly, these recent approaches challenge the reading of the history of wom-
en’s activism based on rigid periodisations closely linked to the metaphor of waves.33 
Although the waves-critical literature comes mostly from the U.S. context,34 a sim-
ilar adherence to the idea of first and second wave of feminisms with a long gap in 
between (1935–1980) has been prevalent in Turkish feminist historiography.35

Against the background of these new approaches, we observe that recent research 
on Turkey has been developing in three complementary directions to engender a more 
diverse, inclusive field of feminist history. First, new studies document a plethora of 
cross-border activism, influence, and exchange between activists in Turkey and else-
where. Going beyond Turkish exceptionalism and methodological nationalism, they 
show the entanglement of transnational and global developments with local social, 
political, economic, and cultural dynamics in the making of gender equality strug-

29	 Azak and de Smaele 2016; Çağatay 2017; 2020; Çakır Kılınçoğlu 2019; Davaz 2014; Per-
van 2013; Satı 2021.

30	 Balsoy 2009; Karakışla 2015; Metinsoy 2016; Tuncer 2018.
31	 Canning 2006; Cobble 2005; de Haan 2010; Hunt 2009; Laughlin et al. 2010; Motta et 

al. 2011; Orr and Braithwaite 2011; Roy 2016; Sangster and Luxton 2013.
32	 Cobble 2005, 8.
33	 Cobble 2005; Laughlin et al. 2010; Orr and Braithwaite 2011; Sangster and Luxton 2013.
34	 See, for example, Hewitt 2010.
35	 Adak and Çağatay 2023. 
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gles.36 For instance, women’s access to political rights in the 1930s was not only an 
imperative of the Kemalist modernisation project. It was also determined by interna-
tional feminist organisations that strived to spread their emancipatory agenda beyond 
the Western world and to define women’s status as an indicator of the degree of civil-
isation in the non-Western world.37 In the post-World War II period, representing 
women of the ‘East’ was of fundamental importance for the International Council 
of Women (ICW), a leading feminist organisation affiliated to the UN. In 1973, the 
affiliation of the National Council of Turkish Women (Türk Kadınlar Konseyi Derneği, 
est. 1959) as the ICW’s branch in Turkey gave political legitimacy to both the ICW 
and local women’s associations whose activities were formally limited to philanthropy 
and charity.38 Cross-border relations were not only limited to middle class women’s 
organisations but have also shaped working class women’s politics. For example, Büşra 
Satı’s research on the union organisation of women textile workers in the 1970s shows 
the transnational influences on the transformation of gender politics in the union 
movement in Turkey.39

Second, new studies on Turkey mark the inclusion of the so far understudied 
groups, time periods, and forms of activism in feminist historiography. Research on 
the struggles of women belonging to marginalised groups challenges the idea of femi-
nism as a bourgeois ideology upheld by dominant women’s groups and highlights the 
importance of intersectionality as an analytical lens in understanding the diversity 
of gender equality struggles.40 In contrast to the disproportionate attention a previ-
ous generation of researchers paid to the pre-1935 and post-1980 periods, commonly 
known as the two ‘waves’ of feminism, the younger generation of researchers turned 
their attention to the activism between 1935 and 1980.41 They have found plenty 
of women’s activism taking place in between the ‘waves,’ notably by Kemalist and 
socialist women who raised demands for gender equality and women’s rights. These 
demands have paved the way for the self-identified feminist politics of the post-1980 
era. Similarly, the histories of community-oriented activism and resistance strategies 
at the community level that were previously undermined by the prioritisation of col-
lective, institutional, and contentious forms of activism are now being brought to 
light. For example, research by Toktaş and Cindoğlu on women who graduated from 
the Girls’ Institutes in 1960s and Tuncer’s research women’s experiences of entering 
the urban public sphere in Ankara between the 1950s and 1980s show the benefits 
of microhistorical approaches combined with oral history to reconstruct the empow-

36	 Azak and de Smaele 2016; Biçer-Deveci 2016; Çağatay 2017; Davaz 2014; Satı 2021.
37	 Biçer-Deveci 2016; 2017.
38	 Azak and de Smaele 2016.
39	 Satı 2021.
40	 See for instance Çaha 2011; Ekmekçioğlu and Bilal 2006; Mojab and Hassanpour 2021; 

Özmen 2013; Toumarkine 2013.
41	 For example, see Adak and Çağatay 2023; Azak and de Smaele 2016; Çakır Kılınçoğlu 

2019; Satı 2021. 
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erment and resistance strategies of ordinary people and individuals within smaller 
communities.42 

Third, new studies offer cross-cultural and comparative analyses that critically 
reflect on the concepts that have been employed in the study of gender equality strug-
gles in Turkey. Based on the use of sources produced in different local, national, and 
regional contexts, cross-cultural and comparative analyses in feminist history help to 
reconsider the established paradigms within which researchers interpret gender equal-
ity struggles in a given locale. In the Turkish case, Aslı Davaz focused on the interna-
tional relations of the Turkish Women’s Union in the early republican period through 
the archival sources created by European and Egyptian feminists spread across 
Amsterdam, London, and Paris, and reconstructed the exchange between Turkish and 
Balkan feminists at the 1930 and 1933 Balkan conferences.43 Sevil Çakır Kılınçoğlu 
conducted oral history interviews with women involved in radical left movements in 
Turkey and Iran in the long 1970s and compared the dynamics behind women’s rep-
ertoires of contention in each context.44 Selin Çağatay examined feminist and queer 
struggles in the contemporary counterpublic sphere and situated the case of Turkey 
vis-à-vis those of Russia and Scandinavia.45 Together, these research position Turkey 
within and beyond the Middle Eastern context and enable the rethinking of concepts 
that shaped gender equality struggles such as feminism, modernity, and laicism (sec-
ularity), and women’s rights. 

2. Organisation of the Special Issue

Contributions in this special issue form dialogue with and further advance the three 
emerging research directions we have identified above. Authors of the following arti-
cles came together in Zurich, on 8–9 June 2022, at a workshop to discuss the recent 
developments in feminist historiography of Turkey with a focus on the mobilisation of 
new methods, sources, and approaches and their impact on established paradigms.46 
The result of this discussion is the expansion of the field of feminist history to new 
paradigms and methodologies. Articles in this special issue reflect this expansion in 
four specific ways. First, they provide case studies with cross-cultural and comparative 
analyses. Their approach encourages us to think about the discourses on women’s 
rights and women’s activism under Turkish modernisation beyond national borders. 
Second, they bridge the early republican and post-1980 periods of women’s activism 
by reflecting on the struggles of women with different political belongings during the 

42	 Toktaş and Cindoğlu 2002; Tuncer 2018.
43	 Davaz 2014; 2020.
44	 Çakır Kılınçoğlu 2019; See also Ahmed 1982, Pekesen 2020.
45	 Çağatay, Liinason and Sasunkevich 2022. For comparisons between Turkey and Eastern 

Europe see Çağatay 2021; Doğangün 2019.
46	 The workshop ‘A Century of Gender Equality Struggles’ was supported by funding from 

the Scientific Exchange scheme of the Swiss National Science Foundation and the Uni-
versity of Bern. 
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years that have long been considered as the ‘barren period.’47 Third, they pose new 
research questions about women’s participation in civil society and bring in fresh 
perspectives on gender struggles that have been subject to previous research. Fourth, 
they offer methodological advancements in feminist history by combining different 
methods and disciplinary approaches to arrive at unconventional findings.

The special issue opens with a comparative analysis by Sevil Çakır Kılınçoğlu of 
women’s activities, writings and publications in Turkey and Iran at the turn of the 20th 
century. Highlighting the pragmatism in the loyalty to the regime in both contexts as 
part of a strategy to gain political rights and recognition, Çakır Kılınçoğlu experiments 
with the concept of ‘reciprocal gain’ to examine the relationship between women’s 
activism and authoritarian states under Mustafa Kemal’s and Reza Shah’s leadership 
that are known for suppressing the independent women’s movements to replace them 
with more ‘complicit’ groups of activists. Against the orientalist perspective that views 
women as passive recipients of regime change, Çakır Kılınçoğlu emphasises the agency 
of women who used the spaces of emancipation that opened with political change. 

The next two articles concern and advance the history of social movements during 
the period between the 1950s and 1980s. Ezgi Sarıtaş and Yelda Şahin Akıllı critically 
engage with the notion of ‘barren period’ by showing not only the many instances 
of women’s activism in the 1950s and 1960s but also the dynamism of the women’s 
movement that took shape parallel to the emergence of new social movements and 
political identities. They unpack what they call the ‘discourse of indebtedness’ by 
women who adhered to Kemalism’s gender project and explore how this discourse 
has been modified and, eventually, became unsustainable in the 1960s as Islamist 
and socialist movements emerged in the political field. Mobilizing a rich variety of 
primary sources from women activists’ publications, Sarıtaş and Şahin Akıllı analyze 
how the ‘indebted women’ pursued anti-veil and anti-communist politics through a 
selective process of forgetting and remembering the past struggles for gender equal-
ity. In so doing, the authors develop an original approach to feminist historiography 
where they understand the transformation of the ‘discourse of indebtedness’ in terms 
of intergenerational conflict between women with different political belongings. 

Moving further in the ‘barren period,’ Sercan Çınar’s contribution focuses on the 
transnational dynamics of left feminists – an understudied group in feminist history 
– in the 1970s and builds on the previous research on the Association of Progres-
sive Women (İlerici Kadınlar Derneği, IKD, est. 1975) with fresh findings.48 Exploring 
IKD’s relations with the Women’s International Democratic Federation and its ties 
with the Turkish Communist Party (Türkiye Komünist Partisi, est. 1920), Çınar situates 
the years 1974–1979 in the context of the 1975 United Nations International Women’s 
Year, a turning point in the global history of left feminism. Çınar’s study contributes 
to the established historiography in a double manner. First, by going beyond the 
national boundaries and employing a transnational perspective when contextualising 

47	 Tekeli 1998, 337.
48	 For previous research, see Akal 2003; Pervan 2013. 
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women’s activism in Turkey, it shows that ‘women’s movements have always been 
simultaneously national and global.’49 Second, it develops an innovative notion of left 
feminism by highlighting convergences instead of divergences between communism 
and feminist activism in the Turkish context. 

Next in line is the contribution by Merve Akyel who develops a methodology to 
study the interaction between art and activism by bringing art history together with 
feminist history. Conceptualising art as a form of feminist activism, Akyel tells us 
the story of how gender-based violence and the critique of a ‘patriarchal mindset’ in 
Turkey has reflected in the works of selected women artists from the 1980s until the 
present day. Engaging a wide range of sources including artist interviews, artist books, 
archival material from artists, news articles, exhibition catalogues, and art periodicals, 
Akyel examines whether and how feminist art has the power of fore fronting, aware-
ness raising, reframing and thus transforming existing knowledge and commonly held 
beliefs concerning gender relations in a society. Akyel thereby expands feminist his-
torical approaches into the field of art history, a field that has rarely been considered 
in relation to gender equality struggles. 

Drawing our attention to the changes in women’s political participation in the 21st 
century, Aslı Karaca poses the question of what happens to political identities once 
the common cause that unites a social movement is resolved. Islamic women’s activ-
ism has for long been studied in relation to the headscarf issue and the development of 
women’s religio-political identity. Karaca goes beyond this one-sided focus and shows 
in her contribution the progressive broadening of Islamic women’s agenda to include 
the ‘rights of others’ since the gradual liberalisation of the headscarf in Turkey from 
2008 onwards. Focusing on one group of activist women, Women who Get Together 
(Buluşan Kadınlar, est. 2003) and their various activities and campaigns during 2003–
2013, she shows that in the new phase Islamic women’s movements, women’s adop-
tion of a larger human rights advocacy agenda has led to the diversification of these 
movements and produced new alliances as well as conflicts among Islamic women. 
Karaca’s study sheds lights onto an era where the headscarf, serving as a symbol of 
backwardness in the early years of the Republic and a sign of the emancipated Muslim 
woman in the post-1980 period, has its symbolic function diminishing.

The special issue closes with an article by Elif Ekin Akşit who initiates a unique 
methodological discussion on the use of computerised tools in studying literary texts 
and women’s history. Taking an unconventional path to read into gender and ethnic 
relations through the legend of Battal Ghazi, a popular figure in Ottoman and Turk-
ish history who is said to have lived in the 8th century, Akşit explores the potential of 
digitised methods in widening our understanding of the impacts of gender equality 
struggles on the framings of men’s and women’s identities in national myths with a 
focus on Christian Greek women and Muslim men. Bringing in examples from vari-
ous texts of Battal Ghazi, especially books written in the early 1940s and 1970s, Akşit 

49	 Roy 2016, 290.
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argues that computerised data is only meaningful when in direct dialogue with textual 
and historical analysis of gender.

All in all, articles in this issue expand the field of feminist history by providing 
fresh insights into the complex relationship between women’s rights, modernisation, 
nation-building, and collective mobilisation in Turkey beyond the limited frameworks 
of secularism vs. religion, modernity vs. tradition, and West vs. non-West. Together, 
they offer an analysis of gender equality struggles with regards to the achievements, 
obstacles, and ambivalences, and reflect the hundred-year history of Turkey from the 
point of view of feminist historiography. At the same time, this special issue offers 
only a glimpse into the many histories of major and minor, individual and collective, 
and central and peripheral struggles that still wait to be recovered. Much research is 
needed to uncover the histories of Kurdish, Christian, Jewish, Alevi, Arab, Roma, 
Dom, migrant, and working-class women, to name but a few. Histories of struggles 
of LGBTI+ individuals and queer communities as well as of sex workers are yet to be 
written. Equally important are the struggles around sexual and reproductive rights. 
The task of recovering these histories become even more crucial when it comes to 
understanding strategies of resistance and empowerment in smaller communities (e.g. 
family, work-place, village, province) that are often co-constructed by supra-national 
and global processes. We hope that this special issue encourages researchers to gener-
ate new research questions that will further bring to light the complexities of gender 
politics and relations in modern Turkey. We anticipate that this work will be done in 
the upcoming years and involve an ever-growing number of researchers as new meth-
ods, sources, and methodological advancements become available to them. Our aim 
to foster imaginations in scholarly communities towards more democratic futures can 
be fulfilled through creative narrations of the past for which, to speak with Walter 
Benjamin’s words, the hour of full satisfaction has not yet come.50

Acknowledgements:

Preliminary versions of the articles that appear in this special issue have been pre-
sented at the conference ‘A Century of Gender Equality Struggles in Turkey: Femi-
nist History Revisited’ in Zurich, on 8–9 July 2022. We are grateful for the generous 
funding we received from the Swiss National Science Foundation and the University 
of Bern for our scientific exchange. Without such funding, the conference would 
not have taken place. Our special thanks also go to Prof. Serena Tolino and Dr. Ali 
Sonay who provided insightful discussions on each paper and to Prof. Harald Fischer- 
Tiné, from ETH Zurich, for hosting the conference. We extend our gratitude to Umut 
Azak, Gökten Doğangün, Gül Şen, Gülşah Şenkol, and Akile Zorlu Durukan who 
contributed to the conference with their research and valuable feedback. We thank 
Deniz İnal who diligently proofread the articles in this issue and the Society for Tur-
kic, Ottoman and Turkish Studies (Gesellschaft für Turkologie, Osmanistik und Türkeifor-

50	 Benjamin 1939, 500.

https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2023-1-5 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.173, am 23.06.2026, 13:12:33. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.5771%2F2625-9842-2023-1-5


Introduction: Reimagining Gender Equality Struggles towards a More Inclusive History 15

Diyâr, 4. Jg., 1/2023, S. 5–19

schung, GTOT) for the financial support they provided for this task. Finally, we thank 
the GTOT editors Yavuz Köse and Julia Brigitte Fröhlich for their support and the 
smoothly unfolding publication process. 

Bibliography

Primary Sources

Aliye, Fatma.  Nisvan-i İslâm: bazı adat-ı İslamiye hakkında üç muhavereyi havidir. Tercüman-i 
Hakikat, 1891.

Kadının Sosyal Hayatını Tetkik Kurumu. 1959. Türkiye’de Kadınlar Hakkında Yayınlanmış Eser-
ler. Kadının Sosyal Hayatını Tetkik Kurumu Yayınları: Sayı 6. Ankara: Akın Matbaası. Süs, 
23 June 1923, p. 3.

Vakit, 18 April 1923; 19 April 1923.

Secondary Sources

Abadan-Unat, Nermin (ed.). 1981. Women in Turkish Society. Leiden: Brill.
Adak, Sevgi. 2014. ‘Women in the Post Ottoman Public Sphere: Anti-Veiling Campaigns 

and the Gendered Reshaping of Urban Space in Early Republican Turkey’. In Maksudyan, 
Nazan (ed.). Women and the City, Women in the City: A Gendered Perspective on Ottoman Urban 
History. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books. 36–67. 

–. 2022. Anti-Veiling Campaigns in Turkey: State, Society and Gender in the Early Republic. London: 
I.B. Tauris.

Adak, Sevgi and Çağatay, Selin 2023. ‘Revisiting Feminist Historiography in Turkey: Beyond 
the Grand Narrative of Waves’. Women’s History Review. Online first, DOI: 10.1080/ 
09612025.2023.2198107.

Ahmed, Leila. 1982. ‘Feminism and feminist movements in the Middle East, a preliminary 
exploration: Turkey, Egypt, Algeria, People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen’. Women’s Stud-
ies International Forum 5.2. 153–168. 

Akal, Emel. 2003. Kızıl Feministler: Bir Sözlü Tarih Çalışması. İstanbul: Tüstav.
Akgöz, Görkem. 2020. ‘Citizens on the Shop Floor: Negotiating Class, Citizenship and 

National Identity in a Turkish State Factory’. Labor History 61.1 24–35.
Akkaya, Gülfer. 2011. Sanki Eşittik: 1960–70’ li Yıllarda Devrimci Mücadelenin Feminist Sorgusu. 

İstanbul: Kumbara Sanat Yayınları.
Aldıkaçtı-Marshall, Gül. 2013. Shaping Gender Policy in Turkey: Grassroots Women Activists, the 

European Union, and the Turkish State. New York: SUNY Press.
Altay, Saadet and Clark, Jessie Hanna. 2013. ‘Cumhuriyet’in Öncesinde ve Erken Dönem-

lerinde Kürt Toplumunda Kadınlar’. In Doğan, Bülent (ed.). Diyarbakır Tebliğleri. İstanbul: 
Hrant Dink Vakfı Yayınları. 352–368.

Altınay, Ayşe Gül. 2004. The Myth of the Military-Nation: Militarism, Gender, and Education in 
Turkey. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Arat, Yeşim. 2005. Rethinking Islam and Liberal Democracy: Islamist Women in Turkish Politics. 
New York: SUNY Press.

https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2023-1-5 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.173, am 23.06.2026, 13:12:33. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.5771%2F2625-9842-2023-1-5


Elife Biçer-Deveci, Selin Çağatay16

Azak, Umut and de Smaele, Henk. 2016. ‘National and Transnational Dynamics of Women’s 
Activism in Turkey in the 1950s and 1960s: The Story of the ICW Branch in Ankara’. Jour-
nal of Women’s History 28.3. 41–65.

Balsoy, Gülhan. 2009. ‘Gendering Ottoman Labour History: The Cibali Régie Factory in the 
Early Twentieth Century’. In Atabaki, Touraj and Brockett, Gavin D. (eds.). Ottoman and 
Republican Turkish Labour History. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 189–193.

–. 2016. The Politics of Reproduction in Ottoman Society, 1838–1900. Abingdon: Routledge. 
Benjamin, Walter. 2018 Das Kunstwerk im Zeitalter seiner technischen Reproduzierbarkeit: Dritte, 

autorisierte letzte Fassung 1939. (place unknown): Null Papier Verlag. 
Biçer-Deveci, Elife. 2016. ‘Ermächtigung oder Entmündigung türkischer Feministinnen? Die 

Aufnahme des Türkischen Frauenbundes in die ‘International Alliance of Women’ in der 
Zwischenkriegszeit’. Traverse, Zeitschrift für Geschichte 23.2. 38–49. Above references are for 
2015. 

–. 2017. Die osmanisch-türkische Frauenbewegung im Kontext internationaler Frauenorganisationen. 
Eine Beziehungs- und Verflechtungsgeschichte von 1895 bis 1935. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht/Bonn University Press.

Celasun, Zehra. 1946. Tarih Boyunca Kadınlık. İstanbul: Ülkü Kitabevi. 
Çağatay, Selin. 2017. The Politics of Gender and the Making of Kemalist Feminist Activism in Con-

temporary Turkey (1946–2011). PhD Dissertation, Central European University, Budapest.
–. 2018. ‘In, against (and beyond?) The State? Women’s Rights, Global Gender Equality 

Regime, and Feminist Counterpublics in 21st-Century Turkey’. In Martinsson, Lena and 
Mulinari, Diana (eds.). Dreaming Global Change, Doing Local Feminisms. New York/London: 
Routledge. 58–80. 

–. 2020. ‘Kemalist Feminizm. Kadın Hareketi Tarihinin Göz Ardı Edilmiş ‘Bariz Gerçeği’. In 
Berber, Nacide and Saygılıgil, Feryal (eds.). Modern Türkiye’de Siyasi Düşünce, Cilt 10 Femi-
nizm. İstanbul: İletişim Yayınları. 313–330.

Çağatay, Selin; Liinason, Mia and Sasunkevich, Olga. 2022. Feminist and LGBTI+ Activism 
across Russia, Scandinavia and Turkey: Transnationalizing Spaces of Resistance. Open access 
e-book: Palgrave Macmillan.

Çağlayan, Handan. 2007. Analar, Yoldaşlar, Tanrıçalar: Kürt Hareketinde Kadınlar ve Kadın Kim-
liğinin Oluşumu. İstanbul: İletişim Yayınları.

Çaha, Ömer. 2013. Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women’s Movements in a Muslim Society. 
Fernham: Ashgate.

–. 2011. ‘The Kurdish Women’s Movement: A Third-Wave Feminism Within the Turkish Con-
text’. Turkish Studies 12.3. 435–449.

Çakır, Serpil. 1994. Osmanlı Kadın Hareketi. İstanbul: Metis Yayınları.
–. 2007. ‘Feminism and Feminist History-Writing in Turkey: The Discovery of Ottoman Fem-

inism’. Aspasia 1. 61–83.
Çakır Kılınçoğlu, Sevil. 2019. The Radicalization of the Left in Turkey and Iran in the 1970s and a 

Comparative Analysis of Activist Women’s Experiences. PhD Dissertation, Leiden University, 
Leiden.

Canning, Kathleen. 2006. Gender History in Practice: Historical Perspectives on Bodies, Class, and 
Citizenship. Ithaca, N.Y: Cornell University Press.

Cobble, Dorothy Sue. 2005. The Other Women’s Movement: Workplace Justice and Social Rights in 
Modern America. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.

Davaz, Aslı. 2014. Eşitsiz Kız Kardeşlik: Uluslararası ve Ortadoğu Kadın Hareketleri, 1935 Kongresi 
ve Türk Kadın Birliği. İstanbul: İş Bankası Kültür Yayınları.

https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2023-1-5 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.173, am 23.06.2026, 13:12:33. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.5771%2F2625-9842-2023-1-5


Introduction: Reimagining Gender Equality Struggles towards a More Inclusive History 17

Diyâr, 4. Jg., 1/2023, S. 5–19

–. 2020. ‘An Annotated Archive of Entangled European Feminist History: The Union of Turk-
ish Women, the Second Balkan Conference and Cécile Brunschvicg’s Visit to Balkan Fem-
inists (1923–1935)’. Feminist Encounters: A Journal of Critical Studies in Culture and Politics 4.2. 
28. 

Dayan, Cansu. 2019. ‘Konumlandırılmış Akademik Marjinalizasyondan Konumlandırılmış 
Biraradalığa: Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kadın Çalışmaları’. Fe Dergi 11.2. 51–64.

Demirdirek, Aynur. 2011. Osmanlı Kadınlarının Hayat Hakkı Arayışının Bir Hikayesi. Ankara: 
Ayizi Kitap.

Dogangün, Gökten Huriye. 2019. Gender Politics in Turkey and Russia: From State Feminism to 
Authoritarian Rule. London: I.B. Tauris.

Durakbaşa, Ayşe. 2000. Halide Edib: Türk Modernleşmesi ve Feminizm. İstanbul: İletişim 
Yayınları. 

Ekmekçioğlu, Lerna and Bilal, Melissa. 2006. Bir Adalet Feryadı: Osmanlı’dan Türkiye’ye Beş 
Ermeni Feminist Yazar, 1862–1933. İstanbul: Aras Yayıncılık.

Fırat, Bilge. 2006. Dissident, But Hegemonic: A Critical Review of Feminist Studies on Gendered 
Nationalism in Turkey. Master’s Thesis. Binghamton: State University of New York.

Göle, Nilüfer 2002. ‘Islam in public: New visibilities and new imaginaries’. Public Culture 14.1. 
173–190.

de Haan, Francisca. 2004. ‘“A” Truly International” Archive for the Women’s Movement (IAV, 
now IIAV): From its Foundation in Amsterdam in 1935 to the Return of its Looted Archives 
in 2003’. Journal of Women’s History 16.4. 148–172.

–. 2010. ‘Continuing Cold War Paradigms in Western Historiography of Transnational 
Women’s Organisations: The Case of the Women’s International Democratic Federation 
(WIDF)’. Women’s History Review 19.4. 547–573.

Hewitt, Nancy (ed.). 2010. No Permanent Waves: Recasting Histories of U.S. Feminism. Brunswick: 
Rutgers University Press. 

Hunt, Karen. 2009. ‘Rethinking Activism: Lessons from the History of Women’s Politics’. 
Parliamentary Affairs 62.2. 211–226.

İlyasoğlu, Aynur. 1994. Örtülü Kimlik: İslamcı Kadın Kimliğinin Oluşum Öğeleri. Metis 
Yayınları.

Işık, Ruşen. 2020. ‘Türkiye Kürt Kadın Hareketi ve Feminist Hareketle İlişkiler: Dekolonyal 
bir Feminizme Doğru’. In Saygılıgil, Feryal and Berber, Nacide (eds.). Modern Türkiye’de 
Siyasi Düşünce, Feminizm. İstanbul: İletişim. 273–292.

Kağıtçıbaşı, Çiğdem (ed.). 1982. Sex Roles, Family and Community in Turkey. Indiana: Indiana 
University Press.

Kandiyoti, Deniz. 1987. ‘Emancipated But Unliberated? Reflections on the Turkish Case’. Fem-
inist Studies 13.2. 317–338.

–. 2010. ‘Gender and Women’s Studies in Turkey: A Moment for Reflection?’ New Perspectives 
on Turkey 43. 165–76.

–. 2011. ‘Disentangling Religion and Politics: Whither Gender Equality?’ IDS Bulletin 42.1. 
10–14.

–. 2016. ‘Locating the Politics of Gender: Patriarchy, Neo-Liberal Governance and Violence in 
Turkey’. Research and Policy on Turkey 1.2. 103–118. 

Karakaşoğlu, Yasemin. 2019. ‘Report on the Research Project ‘Women’s and Gender Studies at 
Universities in Turkey: Institutionalisation and Transformation’’.

URL: https://www.uni-bremen.de/fileadmin/user_upload/fachbereiche/fb12/fb12/Interkul-
turelle_Bildung/Dag/Research_Project_Report_2019.pdf (last accessed 11 September 
2022).

https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2023-1-5 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.173, am 23.06.2026, 13:12:33. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.5771%2F2625-9842-2023-1-5


Elife Biçer-Deveci, Selin Çağatay18

Karakışla, Yavuz Selim. 2015. Women, War and Work in the Ottoman Empire: Society for the 
Employment of Ottoman Muslim Women. İstanbul: Libra.

Kardam, Nüket. 2005. Turkey’s Engagement with Global Women’s Human Rights. Aldershot and 
Burlington: Ashgate.

Laughlin, Kathleen A.; Gallagher, Julie; Cobble, Dorothy Sue; Boris, Eileen; Nadasen, Premi-
lla; Gilmore, Stephanie, and Zarnow, Leandra. 2010. ‘Is It Time to Jump Ship? Historians 
Rethink the Waves Metaphor’. Feminist Formations 22.1. 76–135.

Makal, Ahmet and Toksöz, Gülay (eds.). 2012. Geçmişten Günümüze Türkiye’de Kadın Emeği. 
Ankara: Ankara Üniversitesi Yayınları.

Metinsoy, Elif Mahir. 2016. ‘Writing the History of Ordinary Ottoman Women during World 
War I’. Aspasia 10. 18–39. 

Mojab, Shahrzad and Hassanpour, Amir. 2021. Women of Kurdistan: A historical and bibliographic 
study. London: Transnational Press London.

Motta, Sara; Fominaya, Cristina Flesher; Eschle, Catherine, and Cox, Laurence. 2011. ‘Femi-
nism, Women’s Movements and Women in Movement’. Interface 3.2. 33–64.

Navaro-Yashin, Yael. 2002. ‘The Market for Identities: Secularism, Islamism, Commodities’. 
In Kandiyoti, Deniz and Saktanber, Ayşe (eds.). Fragments of Culture: The Everyday of Modern 
Turkey. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 221–253.

Orr, Catherine M. and Braithwaite, Ann (eds.). 2011. Rethinking Women’s and Gender Studies. 
New York: Routledge.

Özcan, Esra. 2020. ‘Framing the Alimony Debates in Turkey: Struggle Between Feminist and 
Antifeminist Discourses to Represent ‘Women’s Rights’’. International Journal of Communi-
cation (19328036) 14. 5597–5615.

Özmen, Fazilet Ahu. 2013. ‘Alevi women and patriarchy’. In Dönmez, Rasim Özgür and 
Özmen, Fazilet Ahu (eds.). Gendered Identities: Criticizing Patriarchy in Turkey. Plymouth: 
Lexington Books. 147–166.

Pekesen, Berna. 2020. ‘Shared History, Divided Memory? “1968” in the Narratives of Women 
Activists’. In Pekesen, Berna (ed.). Turkey in Turmoil: Social Change and Political Radicalization 
During the 1960s. Berlin, Boston: Walter de Gruyter. 213–239. 

Pervan, Muazzez. 2013. İlerici Kadınlar Derneği 1975–1980: Kırmızı Çatkılı Kadınların Tarihi. 
İstanbul: Tarih Vakfı Yayınları. 

Roy, Srila. 2016. ‘Women’s Movements in the Global South: Towards a Scalar Analysis’. Inter-
national Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 29.3. 289–306. 

Sancar, Serpil. 2012. Türk Modernleşmesinin Cinsiyeti: Erkekler Devlet, Kadınlar Aile Kurar. İstan-
bul: İletişim Yayınları.

Sancar, Serpil and Akşit, Elif Ekin. 2011. ‘Women’s and Gender Studies in Turkey: From 
Developmentalist Modernist to Critical Feminist’. Aspasia 5. 188–193.

Sandıkçı, Özlem and Ger, Güliz. 2007. ‘Constructing and Representing the Islamic Consumer 
in Turkey’. Fashion Theory: The Journal of Dress, Body & Culture 11.2/3. 189–210.

Sangster, Joan and Luxton, Meg. 2013. ‘Feminism, Co-Optation and the Problems of Amnesia: 
A Response to Nancy Fraser’. Socialist Register 49.

Satı, Büşra. 2021. ‘Working-Class Women, Gender, and Union Politics in Turkey, 1965–1980’. 
International Labor and Working-Class History 100. 87–108. 

Sirman, Nüket. 1990. ‘State, Village and Gender in Western Turkey’. In Finkel, Andrew and 
Sirman, Nükhet (eds.). Turkish State, Turkish Society. New York: Routledge. 21–51.

Taşkıran, Tezer. 1973. Cumhuriyetin 50. Yılında Türk Kadın Hakları. Ankara: Başbakanlık 
Basımevi.

Tekeli, Şirin. 1982. Kadınlar ve Siyasal-Toplumsal Hayat. İstanbul: Birikim Yayınları.

https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2023-1-5 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.173, am 23.06.2026, 13:12:33. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.5771%2F2625-9842-2023-1-5


Introduction: Reimagining Gender Equality Struggles towards a More Inclusive History 19

Diyâr, 4. Jg., 1/2023, S. 5–19

–. 1991. Women in Modern Turkish Society: A Reader. London: Zed Books.
–. 1998. ‘Birinci ve Ikinci Dalga Kadın Hareketlerinin Karşılaştırmalı Incelemesi Üzerine Bir 

Deneme’. In Hacımirzaoğlu, Ayşe Berktay (ed.). 75 Yılda Kadınlar ve Erkekler. İstanbul: Tarih 
Vakfı Yayınları, 337–347.

Toktaş, Şule and Dilek Cindoğlu. 2002. ‘Empowerment and Resistance Strategies of Working 
Women in Turkey: The Case of 1960–70 Graduates of the Girls’ Institutes’. European Journal 
of Women’s Studies 9.1. 31–48.

Toprak, Zafer. 1988. ‘Halk Fırkasından Önce Kurulan Parti: Kadınlar Halk Fırkası’. Tarih ve 
Toplum 51.9. 30–31.

Toumarkine, Alexandre. 2013. ‘Hayriye Melek (Hunç), a Circassian Ottoman Writer between 
Feminism and Nationalism’. In Köksal, Duygu and Falierou, Anastasia (eds.). A Social His-
tory of the Late Ottoman Women: New Perspectives. Leiden: Brill. 317–337. 

Tuncer, Selda. 2018. Women and Public Space in Turkey: Gender, Modernity and the Urban Experi-
ence. London/New York: I.B. Tauris.

Yaraman, Ayşegül. 1999. Türkiye’de Kadınların Siyasal Temsili. İstanbul: Bağlam Yayıncılık.
Yeğenoğlu, Meyda. 1998. Colonial Fantasies: Towards a Feminist Reading of Orientalism. Cam-

bridge, U.K.: Cambridge University Press.
Yelsalı Parmaksız, Pınar Melis. 2019. ‘Thirty Years of Gender and Women’s Studies in Turkey’. 

Women’s Studies International Forum 77. 102279.
Yılmaz, Zehra. 2015. Dişil Dindarlık: Islâmcı Kadın Hareketinin Dönüşümü. İstanbul: İletişim 

Yayınları.
Zihnioğlu, Yaprak. 2003. Kadınsız İnkılap: Nezihe Muhiddin, Kadınlar Halk Fırkası, Kadın 

Birliği. İstanbul: Metis.

https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2023-1-5 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.173, am 23.06.2026, 13:12:33. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.5771%2F2625-9842-2023-1-5

