
Table of Contents 

List of Tables  | 7 

 

List of Illustrations  | 9 

 

Acknowledgements  | 11 

 

1. The Victorian Family Magazine and Historical Culture  | 13 
Introduction  | 13 
Serialised History in the Leisure Hour, 1852-1860  | 24 
Structure of the Study  | 29 
Theoretical and Methodological Approaches  | 31 

 
PART I: THE LEISURE HOUR  
IN THE PERIODICAL MARKETPLACE 
 

2. The Leisure Hour and the Disputed Genre  

of the Family Magazine in the 1850s and 1860s  | 45  
First and Second Generation Family Magazines  | 46 
Debates on Reading Matter and the Popular Press  | 48 
»A New Weekly Magazine«: The Leisure Hour as Intermediary  | 51 
New Illustrated Magazines and Changes in the Periodical Market  | 61 

 

3. History for the Working Man:  

The Leisure Hour and the London Journal, 1852  | 71  
Overview  | 72 
Leisure Hour  | 77 
London Journal  | 87 

 

4. Images of History: The Leisure Hour, Good Words  

and the Cornhill Magazine, 1860  | 99  
Overview  | 102 
Leisure Hour  | 108 
Good Words  | 122 
Cornhill Magazine  | 128 
 

 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839437117-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.217.127, am 25.04.2026, 16:21:55. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839437117-toc


PART II: SERIALISING HISTORY IN THE LEISURE HOUR 
 

5. Serialising History into and out of the Leisure Hour:  

The Periodical and Book Transfer  | 139  
Non-Fiction Series on the Past in the Leisure Hour  
and their Book Counterparts  | 143 
Case Studies (1): From Book to Periodical  | 152 
Case Studies (2): Monthly Parts  | 162 

 

6. Writing History for the Family Audience:  

Between Popular and Academic  | 179  
Writing on the Past for the Leisure Hour: The Contributors  | 180 
John Stoughton: Between Popular and Academic History  | 185 
Writing History for the Family Audience: »Shades of the Departed  
in Old London«  | 192  
Continuation, Variation and Negation of Stoughton’s  
Narrative Pattern  | 209 

 

7. Conclusion  | 221  
 

 

APPENDIX 
 

Appendix A: Tables  | 227 

 

Appendix B: Excursus – Fictional Series on the Past  

and Their Book Counterparts  | 279 

 

Appendix C: Contributors on the Past  

in the Leisure Hour (1852-1870)  | 283 

 

References  | 293  
 

Index  | 331 

 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839437117-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.217.127, am 25.04.2026, 16:21:55. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839437117-toc

