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others should be rejected. The methods reveal polythetic groups 
and sequences, and evaluate the quality and the best identifying 
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000 line FORTRAN program called Uniter, available from the 
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The author argues that there are underlying structures to the mind 
which may be described as a form of visual intelligence. This idea 
favors artificial intelligence research directed in studies of 
geometrical patterns to cognition. He hypothesizes that such 
patterns may be compared with geographical maps as well as 
topological or spatial entities present in most written languages, 
but especially spatially based scripts such as Chinese. A 
philosophical approach is employed to discuss these issues, most 
notably the German philosophy of Gestalt and an epistemological 
critique of the foundations of knowledge. He concludes such 
entities may provide the basis for a solid model of intelligence 
based on formalized, geometricized formal patterns and that this 
model may be used effectively in a connectionist environment. 

(Author) 
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This article is a selective review of recent studies in classification 
and indexing theory. A number of important problems are 
discussed, including subjectivity versus objectivity, theories of 
indexing, the theoretical role of automation, and theoretical 
approaches to a universal classification scheme. Interestingly, 
much of the work appears to have been done outside the United 
States. After reviewing the theoretical work itself, some possible 
reasons for the non-American origins of the work are explored. 

(Author) 

Kiel, E.: Knowledgeorganization necds epistemological open­
ness. A reply to Peter .Taenecke. 
Knowl.Org. 21(1994)No.3, p.148.152 
This paper is put up to enter into a discussion about the theses of 
Peter J aenecke in Knowl.Org. 94-1 .  J aenecke' s differentiation of 
knowledge as "core knowledge", "peripheral knowledge", and 
"pseudo knowledge" is rejected, since his conception ofknowledge 
is limited to a particular epistemology and knowledge domain. 
The author argues in favor of an episternal ogicall y open conception 
of knowledge organization considering knowledge organization 
as a user-supporting but not as a user and producer controlling 
task. (AuthOl] 

Fugmann, R. :Galileo and the inverse precision-recall relation­
ship. Medieval attitudes in modcI'n information science. 
Knowl.Org. 21 (1994)No.3, p.153·154 
The tight adherence to dogmas, created and advocated by 
authodties and disseminated through hearsay, constitutes an 
impediment to the progress badly needed in view of the low 
effectiveness of the vast majority of our bibliographic informa­
tion systems. The Italian mathematician and physicist Galileo has 
become famous not only for his discoveries but also for his being 
exposed to the rejective and even hostile attitude on the part ofhis 
contemporaries when he contradicted several dogmas prevailing 
at that time. This obstructive attitude can be traced throughout the 
centuries and manifests itself in the field of modern information 
science, too. An example is the allegedly necessary, inevitable 
precisionlrecall relationship, as most recently postulated again by 
Lancaster (1994). It is believed to be confirmed by empirical 
evidence, with other empirical evidence to the contrary being 
neglected. This case even constitutes an exampleofthe suppression 
of truth in the interest of upholding a dogma. (Author) 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-3-I https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-3-I
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION 

Scope 

The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous present times, the more 
ordering energy needs to be expended to contol these data in a retrievable fashion. 
With the abundance of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions 
to the ordering problem and thus of improved classification systems, methods 
and procedures have acquired unforeseen significance. For many years now they 
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Until recently, the special literature relevant to c!ussification was published in 
piecemeal fashion, scattered over the numerous technical journals serving the 
experts of the various fields, such as 

philosophy and science of science 
science policy and science organization 
mathematics, statistics, and computer scicncc 
library and information science 
archivistics and muscology 
journalism and communication science 
industria! products and commodity science 
terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

Bcginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (formerly INTERNATIO­
NAL CLASSIFICATION) has becn scrving as a common platform for thc 
discussion of both theoretical background questions and practical application 
problems in many areas of concern. In each issuc experts from many countries 
commcnt on questions of an adequate structuring and construction of ordering 
systems and on the problems of their use in opening the infonnation contents of 
new literature, of data collcctions and survey, of tabular works and of other 
objects of scientific interest. 
Their contributions have been concerned with 

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering theory, science 
theoretical bases of classification, data analysis and reduction) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with numerical taxonomyl 
classification, as well as appl ications of classi fication systems and thesauri, 
manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and methodology 
(4) discussing questions of education and training in classification 
(5) concerning themselves with the problems of tennino!ogy in gcneral and 

with respect to special fields. 
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copy) typed in double space, comprising between 1500 to 3000 
words. They should be accompanied by an English indicative 
abstract of 100-200 words. The contributions are refereed. 
Criteria for acceptance will be appropriateness to the field of 
the journal (see Scope and Aims) taking into account the merit 
of the content and its presentation. Papers are accepted with the 
understanding that they have not been published, submitted or 
accepted for publication elsewhere and that, if the work 
received official sponsorship, it has been duly released for 
publication. Authors will usually be notified within 6 to 10  
weeks. Unless specifically requested, manuscripts or illustra­
tions will not be returned. 
The text of the contributions should be structured by 
subheadings; it should contain (a) an introduction, stating the 
purpose, (b) a description of materials and methods in sufficient 
detail, (c) information on results at' systems developed, and (d) 
a conclusion on andlor summarization. 
References should be listed at the end of the paper with the 
numbers in brackets referring to such numbers in brackets 
within the text part. 
Additional notes should be indicated in the text by lifted single 
numbers behind a word and equally collected with their texts 
at the end of the paper under the heading Notes. 

Journal References should contain the names and initials of all 
authors, full titles of the pUblication, abbreviation of the 
journal according to the ISO Standard 4, volume number, year 

Aims 

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is meant to be a programme for the 
improvement of classification mcthods and processes, a forum for discussion for 
all those interested in the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject­
field scale, using concept analytical andlor concept-synthetical approaches as 
well as numerical procedures and comprising also the intcllectual and automatic 
compilation and use of classification systems and thesauri in all fields of 
knowledgc, with special attention being given to the problems of terminology. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original articles, reports on confe­
rcnces lind similar communications, the Newslettcrs of the International Society 
for Knowledge Organization (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classification 
Reseflrch of the International Federation for Information and Documentation 
(FID/CR News) as well as book reviews, letters to the cditor, and an extcnsive 
annotated bibliography of recent classification and indexing literature, covering 
now some 500 itcms in cach issue. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be available at every uni­
versity and research library of every country, at every infonllation center, at 
coltegesand schools oflibrary and informationscicnce, in the hands of everybody 
interested in the fields mentioncd above and thus also at every officc for updating 
information on any topic related to the problcms of order in our information­
flooded times. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1973 by an international 
group of scholars with a consulting board of editors representing the world's 
regions, the special classification fields, and thc subject areas involved. From 
1974-1980 IC was published by K.G.Saur Verlag, Miinchen. Back issues of 
1978-1990 are availablc from INDEKS Verlag, too. (The 14 volumes of 1978-
1991 are offered now at the highly reduced price of DM 400.-). 

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has become the official organ of 
the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION 
(ISKO) and is included for every ISKO-member, personlll or institutional in the 
membership fee (OM 6O.-/DMI20.-). 

Rates: From 1990 011 for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes) DM 120.- . No air 
mail delivery any longer. Mcmbership rates see above. - INDEKS Verlag, 
Woogstr.36a, D-60431 Frankfurt. 

of publication in brackets, issue number and first and last page 
numbers. Monograph References should give the name(s) of 
the author(s), full title, edition, place of publication, publisher, 
year and the number of pages. 
Examples: Brandhorst, J.P.J.: Quantifiability in iconography. 
Knowl.Org. 20(1993)No. l ,  p.12-19, II refs. 
Hunter, E.1.: Classification made simple. Aldershot, GB: 
Gower 1988. 1 15p. 
lllllstratiolls should be restricted to the necessary minimum. 
Graphs and diagrams should be supplied as black and white 
drawings suitable to reproduction.Haif-tone illllstrations should 
be sharp, well-contrasted glossy prints. Illustrations should be 
numbered lightly with a soft pencil on the back. Numbered 
legends should be attached on a separate sheet. 
Tables should be typed double-spaced on a separate sheet, 
contain a number and a title at the top and be cited in the text. 
Each column should have a heading. 
Authors shall receive 25 reprints of their papers free of charge. 
Additional reprints may be ordered. 
Corrections in gaily proof exceeding 10% of the typesetting 
costs will be charged to the author. 

Contributions 011 micro flexible discs are welcome if delivered 
in DOS compatible standard software such as Word (DOS or 
Windows), WordStar, WordPerfect, Euroscript, Multimate, 
In*a*vision, DCNRFT -files or plain ASCII code - our standard 
is Word/DOS (Word/Windows) and PageMaker. 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-3-I https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-3-I
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

