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Summary

Gisbert Greshake: The Origin of the idea of Communication

Gisbert Greshake's thesis in his fundamental theological essay states
that communication is a determined theological idea based on Christian
revelation and centring around the Christian understanding of the world
and of God. Before an idea such as the one of communication can become
a basic theological concept it has an even philosophical everyday langua-
ge meaning which can also be derived from the history of language. The
emeritus professor of theology from Freiburg thus examines the implica-
tions of the pre-Christian occidental understanding of communication in
order to bring out the fundamental shifts in meaning with respect to
Christian revelation. Throughout the centuries the Christian experience
of God ultimately lead to a substantially new understanding of reality and
communication. God is not ,,an unchanging monad“ (as seen by Aristotle)
»but communicating life, connection, relationship, communio, (...) inter-
linking, in short: communication“. Greshake's concept of communication
follows the Trinitarian understanding of God and displays the specific
theological communicative dimensions as well as modern concepts of
communication, for example philosophical personalism, cybernetics, lin-
guistics and other theories of communication. The author concludes that
»theology did not only stand at the beginning of a specific communication
idea“ but ,still offers valuable and promising consequences for man‘s
conception of himself“.
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