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Foreword 

This edited volume entitled “The Governance of Disease Outbreaks - Inter-
national Health Law: Lessons from the Ebola Crisis and Beyond” is a col-
laborative effort in many respects, and would not have been possible with-
out the contributions of several persons involved. First, it is the product of 
an institutional collaboration between the Forschungsstätte der Evange-
lischen Studiengemeinschaft e.V./Protestant Institute for Interdisciplinary 
Research (FEST) and the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public and 
International Law (MPIL), both located in Heidelberg, Germany. In 2014, 
the FEST and the MPIL identified a common research interest concerning 
“International Health Governance” (IHG) and formally set up their collab-
oration in 2015. The FEST had a particular research series on health respon-
sibility on the public-private divide and the MPIL was framing health within 
the context of the “International Public Authority (IPA)”1 approach in order 
to analyze international institutions. Health was quickly identified as a joint 
thematic area of interest within both institutions. While IHG has long been 
of interest to the discipline of public health with its roots in medicine, soci-
ology of health, economics and political science, the field is still by and 
large under-researched in international law. In order to define a first con-
crete research field, the case of the then-ongoing Ebola crisis was chosen, 
and with it the international governance of disease outbreaks more gener-
ally. First and foremost, the editors wish to thank Armin v. Bogdandy 
(MPIL) and Klaus Tanner (FEST) as the responsible directors at the respec-
tive institutions for their support and trust in this project. 

This edited volume has come to life through its collaborative contribu-
tions, which correspond with each other in many instances. Consequently, 
we wish to thank all contributors for their texts, engaged discussions, dili-
gence, and patience. They are in alphabetical order: Elif Askin, Susan 
L. Erikson, André den Exter, Robert Frau, Wolfgang Hein, Bonnie Kaiser, 
Hunter Keys, Michael Marx, Edefe Ojomo, Ilja Richard Pavone, Mateja 

____________________ 

1  For the latest lead publication of this project, see Bogdandy, A von, Goldmann, M 
& Venzke, I, “From Public International Law to International Public Law: Trans-
lating World Public Opinion into International Public Authority” (2017), 28 EJIL, 
115.  
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Steinbrück Platise, and Christian R. Thauer. All contributors met in an ear-
lier workshop in Heidelberg in March 2016 on the same topic. In this re-
spect, we also would like to thank all funding institutions of both the work-
shop and the present edited volume for all their support, as well as the MPIL 
and the FEST: The German Federal Ministry of Health/Bundesministerium 
für Gesundheit (BMG), and the “Normative Orders” Cluster of Excellence 
at Goethe University Frankfurt/Main in Germany. Likewise, we wish to 
thank all workshop presenters for their insights and discussion: Pia Acconci, 
Monica Cappelletti, Ali Aghahosseini Dehaghani, Eszter Kollár, Giuseppe 
Pascale, and Andra Le-Roux Kemp. We also would like to thank all partic-
ipants and thus engaged listeners of that workshop. The workshop could not 
have taken place without the staff support of Margit Dagli, and Ute Emrich 
(MPIL), as well as Marie Bolster and Violetta Ritz as student assistants. 

Similar indispensable support throughout the publication process was 
provided by Joel Maupin for native speaker checks and Simeon Prechtel for 
unifying, proofreading and setting the proofs of all contributions, as well as 
the administrations of both MPIL and FEST, including Nico Wiest (MPIL). 
Directly after the workshop, presenters had the opportunity to post their ini-
tial articles in a symposium of the “Völkerrechtsblog (international law 
blog)” by the Working Group of Young Scholars in Public International 
Law (http://voelkerrechtsblog.org/international-health-governance-of-dis-
ease-outbreaks/). This was kindly made possible by our MPIL colleague 
Raffaela Kunz. Likewise, we acknowledge the instrumental support of Berit 
Kieselbach in obtaining visual data for one of the contributions. Last but 
not least, Armin v. Bogdandy’s MPIL researchers’ colloquium, the Frank-
furt “Normative Orders” International Graduate Programme (IGP) collo-
quium, and the FEST Kuratorium provided fora in which the entire project 
could be presented and discussed. 

 
 

Heidelberg and Frankfurt/Main, June 2017 
 

The editors: Leonie Vierck, Pedro A. Villarreal, and A. Katarina Weilert
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