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»In addition to the restrictions and negative experiences that make it difficult 
for women to view prostitution objectively, prostitution itself is shrouded in 
layer upon layer of mystique. The male-controlled media, which includes clas-
sic literature as well as modern television, movies, novels, and magazines, have 
largely created an unreal image of the prostitute. On the one hand, the media 
presents the ›whore with the heart of gold‹ and the ›sex goddess‹; on the other 
hand, it presents the depraved, degraded prisoner, the sexual slave. Modern 
pornography has further confused the issue, by misrepresenting women’s sexu-
ality, including prostitution.« (Alexander 1987, S. 186) 
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