
Preface of the Author 

This book has arisen from my interdisciplinary philosophical work conducted 
for over a decade at Kiel University, Germany, across multiple research projects 
in collaboration with colleagues in philosophical, archaeological, and anthro
pological studies. The connecting topic in all those studies has been the human 
relationship to nature. Over the same time period, I have been teaching a sem
inar on theories of the human relationship to nature in the Kiel School of Sus
tainability, also of Kiel University, in which much of the material of this book 
has been covered and discussed over the years. Most recently, I have had the 
opportunity to work in an interdisciplinary research group on tolerance, like
wise at Kiel University. This book represents the fruits of work in these diverse 
interdisciplinary contexts. 

Among my colleagues in Kiel, I would like to thank in particular Professor 
Konrad Ott for his support throughout my time there. Discussions with Konrad 
invariably leave one with the sense of having been touched by the full breadth 
of the German philosophical tradition, which he commands with impressive 
mastery. I also thank Professor Johannes Müller for the trust he, and the re
search groups he has led during my time in Kiel, placed in me. For the same 
trust I also thank Professor Bernd Simon and Professor Anja-Pistor Hatam of 
the tolerance research group. The trust of all these people has enabled me to 
embark on the path of interdisciplinary philosophy. 

I would also like to thank the students who have taken my seminars at the 
Kiel School of Sustainability and the Department of Philosophy at Kiel University 
over the years. These seminars have given me the opportunity to introduce and 
debate many of the themes of this book. 

I would also like to thank my doctoral thesis supervisor, the historian of 
science John Henry of the University of Edinburgh. John’s attitudes toward life, 
academia, and intellectual pursuits more generally are, I feel, fundamentally 
aligned with my own and have shaped my thinking from the very beginning 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839478066-007 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.63, am 25.06.2026, 06:26:37. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839478066-007


8 V. P. J. Arponen: Two Pillars of the Human Relationship to Nature 

of my so-called academic career. I also thank David Levy of the Department of 
Philosophy at the University of Edinburgh. David was instrumental in my early 
forays into the philosophy of the later Wittgenstein, which in so many ways has 
shaped me as a thinker. 

My thanks also go to numerous colleagues and students I have worked with 
over the years in Kiel and elsewhere, be they in philosophy, archaeology, or 
some other discipline. Each one of these interdisciplinary encounters has in 
its way shaped the contents of this book. I would also like to thank friends and 
colleagues in the university and departmental administrations whose role in 
facilitating scientific research cannot be overestimated. 

Lastly, I would like to thank my wife and children for their support of my 
academic life. I also thank my parents and parents-in-law for their continued 
support of our family. Without this support, much of what is found within 
these covers would not have been possible. Family is the base — the true foun
dation — upon which the superstructure of our academic and other pursuits 
arises. 

The research and writing for this book were supported in part by the 
Excellence Cluster ROOTS — Social, Environmental and Cultural Connectivity in 
Past Societies, with funding from the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, 
German Research Foundation) under Germany’s Excellence Strategy — EXC 
2150–390870439. Other parts of research and writing of this book were sup
ported by the Research Group Tolerance — The Difficulty and Possibility of Tolerance: 
the Manifold Challenges of the Concept and Practice of Tolerance, with funding from 
the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) — 
Project number 493131063 – FOR 5472. 
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