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laenecke, P. :  To what end knowledge organization? 

Knowl.Org. 21 ( I  994)No. I ,  p.3- 1 1 ,  5 refs. 

This paper is put up for discussion to help Knowledge Organization 

find its proper place. To begin with, a few basic concepts from the 

tield of communication theory are defined. The new concepts 

permit the conclusion that what we are facing at present is not a 

flood of intormation but one of messages, and that this latter flood 

must not be equated indiscriminately with a knowledge flood. 

Messages must bejudged on their contents. To this end, 'knowledge' 

is subdivided into 'core-', 'peripheral', and 'pseudo-knowledge', 

and it is argued that the great majority of scientific publications 

contains peripheral and pseudoknowledge. With the aid of two 

interlocking and self-ampli fying recursive mechanisms it is shown 

that and how pseudo knowledge is more and more gaining ground, 

particularly outside the mathematical and scientific disciplines, 

hence precisely in those Iields which deal with social problems in 

the broadest sense of the word. Thus a delicit of knowledge on 

which to base action is produced, leading to a general disorienta­

tion - a modern form of ignorance, keenly manifesting itself at 

present in a crisis of leadership. The research tasks resulting from 

the above for Knowledge Organization are roughly outlined. 
(Author) 

Lockenhoff, H.: Systems modeling for classification: The quest 

for self-organization. 

Knowl.Org. 2 1  ( 1 994)No. l ,  p. 1 2-23, 34 refs. . , 
The necessity and value of models shaped in the hu.m

an mll1d 111 

order to support understanding, activities and their control are 

outlined and mapped with respect to their function in kno,:ledge
, 

organization and representation. Advanced undel:standll1g . 
of" 

modeling appears as a challenge and chance for �he future desl�n 

of dynamic, learning classification systems, evolvll1g together with 

the systems they represent, as well as with their environment and 

theirs users. (KO) 

Smirensky, V.B. : The power of ignorance. 

Knowl.Org. 20( 1 993)No.4, p. 32 . '  
Interrelations of knowledge and ignorance are conslde

.
red

. �
n 

connection with problems of  classification, increase of para SCient I f IC 

investigations and incomplete world pictures. The tension between 

knowledge and ignorance can never be overcome,. 
becau

.
se 

knowledge is secondary, relative, particular and fi llIte, while 

ignorance is primary, whole, absolute, and infinite. (Author) 

This contents page may be reproduced without charge. 

Vol.21 (1994)No.1 
ZeIger, 1.: A dialogic networking approach to information 
retrieval. 

Knowl.Org. 2 1  ( 1 994)No. l ,  p.24-28, 5 refs. 
The user of documents, e.g. of a librruy, faces the task of exploring the 
data fundus and of selecting information according to his actual 
intentions. He even may lind or happen to find new aspects and, 
following these, will fl111her develop his original quest. I-low can the 
user be supported by PC-based procedures? Recently at the Institute of 
Philosophy, University of InnsbmcklAustria, the GABEK method 
(Ganzheilliche Bewiilligung ,I7Jrachlich eljiljJler Komp/exitiit) was 
developed. It has proved useful so far in similru' cases of ordering and! 
or retrieving intonnation; especially to build hidden order stmctures 
an(� 

.
t? incorporate them into infonnation processing and storage 

facllil les. ltseems thatthe GABEKmethod m ightbeapplied successfully 
also to the user problem as mentioned above. To clarifY his quest the 
user relies on a database!" This base contains experiences of previous 
users, which are expressed in natural language sentences. Through a 
PC-supported dialogue\, founded on database\, the user elaborates a 
more detailed concept of his own topic. This concept later is tenned a 
"linguistic gestalt", ifit fulfils certain conditions. The linguistic gestalt 
may include 3 to 10 sentences in natural language, which specify the 
user's original intentions. The key terms contained in this linguistic 
gestaltwill, in a dialoguez, be employed to retrieve relevant infonnation 
f:-om databasez. Databasez represents the infolmation system, e.g. a 
lIbrary. The procedures as indicated above and the building oflinguistic 
gestalts can be effe cted by GABEK. Small quru1tities of data provided, 
the WINRELAN program (1 993) may be used. (Author) 

Pugmann, R. : Book indexing: the classificatory approach. 
Knowl.Org. 2 1  ( I  994)No. I , p.29-3 1 
The contents of scientific and technical hru1dbooks ollen needs fast 
reliable and precise subject access, even if the seru'cher is not llunilia;' 
with the tenninology of the book and has not read it beforehand. This 
�'equil :es careful and expelt subject indexing in a highly specific 
�ndexlll

.
g vocabulruy, as well as the presentation of the resulting index 

m a lUCid, conceptually transparent manner in print and on disk. Index 
users, �hen loo�ng Up a general subject heading, ollen ignore the 
necessity ?: loo�ng up the appertaining hierru"Chically subordinate, 
more speCIfic subject headings, too. They are either not made aware of 
these. 

:ubject headings or their use is fe It to be too cumbersome. A 
cl�slhed approach to computerized subject indexing is described 
wh�ch resemble.

s �an�anathan's Classified Catalogue. Through a 
varl.

ety of �culIarl l Ies It leads the searcher rapidly and easily to all 
subject headmgs related to a primarily chosen one, and to the postings 
under all these headings. (Author) 
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KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION 
Scope Aims 

The more scientific data are generated in thc impetuous present times, the marc 
ordering energy nceds to be cxpended to canto I these data in a retrievable fashion. 
With the abundance of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions 
to the ordering problem and thus of improved classification systems, methods 
and procedures have acquired unforeseen significance. For many years now they 
have been in the focus of interest of information scientists the world over. 
Until recently, the special Iiteraturc relevant to c1assilication was published in 
piecemeal fashion, scattered over the numerous technical journals serving the 
cxperts of the various liclds, such as 

� , TralnlnC for the 
Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA nON is meant to be ,I prog 

d. ssion for 
improvement of classi lication methods and processes, a forlll:1 fN 

1
1s��. 

subject­
all those interested in the organization of knowlcdge on a ulllvcrs,1 a 

. aches as 

philosophy and science of scicncc 
scicnce policy and scicnce organization 
mathematics, statistics, and computer science 
library and information science 
archivistics and J11usco!ogy 
journalism and communication science 
industrial products and commodity scicnce 
terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

Beginning 1 974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (formerly INTERNATIO­
NAL CLASSIFICATION) has bccn scrving as a common platform for thc 
discussion of both theoretical background questions and practical application 
problems in many areas of concern. 1n each issue experts from many countries 
comment on qucstions of an adcquatc structuring and construction of ordering 
systems and on the problems of their usc in opening the information contents of 
new literature, of  data collections and .survcy, of tabular works and of othcr 
objects of scienti lie interest. 
Their contributions have been concerned with 

( I ) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering thcory, scicncc 
theoretical bases of classilication, data analysis and reduction) 

(2) dcscribing practical operations connected with numerieal taxonomyl 
classification, as well as appiicationsofciassification systems and thesauri, 
manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classilication knowledgc '\I\d methodology 
(4) discussing questions of education and training in classilication 
(5) concerning themselves with the problems of tenninology in general and 

with respect to special lields. 

Ii t thetical applO, 
letd scale, using concept analytical and/or conecp -syn ' 

d ut01l1atic 
well as numerical procedures and comprising also the intellectual al: II 

a 
liclds of 

compilation and usc of c1assilication systems and thesaun tn. ,1 . nology. 
knowledge, with special allention being given to the problems o l ter01I 

. arts on confc-
KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA nON publishes original arhcles, rep

. . 1 Society 
d . · 1  . . I ·  I' tl e Internatwn.l fences an sltm ar communications, the News etters 0 1 I ' lication 

for Knowledge Organization (ISKO News) and the Commillee on C aSS1 
It�tion . . ' . . Id Documel Research of the Internallonal FederatIon for Inlorm,ltlon al tensive 

(FID/CR News) as well as book reviews, lellers 10 the editor, and an eX 
vering 

annotated bibliography of recent classilication and indexing literature, co 

now some 500 items in each issue. 
. I .  t every uni-

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be avallab e ,I 
ter at . .  . t' n'ltion cell , 

verSlty and research I tbrary of every country, at every III on , 
ybody 

colleges and schools oflibrary and information science, in the hands ofever
d'1ling . . � � � . lIlterested III the lields mentioned above and thus also at every a ICC. � 'Ition-

information on any topic related to the problems of order in our I II orl11, 

nooded times. 
. lcrnatiOnul 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1 97 3  by an In 
arid'S 

group of scholars with a consulting board of editors representing the WI From . .  I . I . . - I b· t re'ls lIlvolVCI . I' legions, t lC spccla classificatIOn Itclds, and t lC Sl1 JC�. a " B ck issues 0 
1 974- 1 980 IC was published by K.G.Saur Vcrlag, Munchen. a 

. 1' 1 918-
1 978- 1 990 are available from INDEKS Verlag, too. (The 14 volumes a 
1 99 1  arc offered now at the highly reduced price or D M  400.-).  

·Ii . I organ of 
As of 1 989, KNOWLEDG E  ORGANIZA nON has become the of ICla 

AlION 
the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGAN IZ 

I ·  ! the 
(ISKO) and is included for every I S KO-member, personal or institutiona II 

membership fee (DM 60.-IDM I 20.-). 
. .  Ivl 97 _ + postage I/ates: From 1 990 on for 4 issues/ann. (includmg melexes) D · sec I ·  ntes (DM 6.-). For air mail delivcry add DM 4.- per issue. Members liP , 

above. - INDEKS Verlag, Woogstr.36a, D-6043 I Frankfurt. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
Instructions for Authors 

Manuscripts may be submitted in either English, German or 
French to the editor-in-chief in two sets (the original and one 
copy) typed in double space, comprising between 1 500 to 3000 
words. They should be accompanied by an English indicative 
abstract. of 1 0 0-200 words. The contributions are refereed. 
Criteria for acceptance will be appropriateness to the field of 
the journal (see Scope and Aims) taking into account the merit 
of the content and its presentation. Papers are accepted with the 
understanding that they have not been published, submitted or 
accepted for publication elsewhere and that, if the work 
received official sponsorship, it has been duly released for 
publication. Authors will usually be notified within 6 to 1 0  
weeks. Unless specifically requested, manuscripts or illustra­
tions will  not be returned. 
The text of the contributions should be structured by 
subheadings; it should contain (a) an introduction, stating the 
purpose, (b) a description of materials and methods in sufficient 
detail, (c) information on results or systems developed, and (d) 
a conclusion on and/or summarization. 
References should be listed at the end of the paper with the 
numbers in brackets referring to such numbers in brackets 
within the text part. 
Additional notes should be indicated in the text by l ifted single 
numbers behind a word and equally collected with their texts 
at the end of the paper under the heading Notes. 
Journal References should contain the names and initials of all 
authors, ful l  titles of the publication, abbreviation of the 
journal according to the ISO Standard 4, volume number, year 

of publication in brackets issue number and first and last pag� 
numbers. Monograph References should give the na\11e(s) o. 
I . . Ibllshel , 

t 1e author(s), full title, edition, place of publicatIOn, pt 
year and the number of pages. I E . . ograp W· xamples: Brandhorst, J .P.J. :  Quantifiability 111 Icon ' 
KnowLOrg. 20( 1 993)N o. l ,  p . 1 2- l 9, I I  refs. GB: Hunter, E .J . : Classification made simple. A ldershot, 
Gower 1 98 8 .  l i Sp .  
Til . ·ni\11u\11· ustratlOns sl�ould be restricted to th� necessary \1

11 white 
Grap�s and dzagrams should be supplied as black. 

and 
uld draw1l1gs suitable to reproduction. Half-tone illustratIOns s��� be be sharp, well-contrasted glossy prints. lIIustratlOnS sho 

d numbered l ightly with a soft pencil on the back. NU\11bere 
legends should be attached on a separate sheet. t 
Tables should be typed double-spaced on a separate shee

t' 
contain a number and a title at the top and be cited in the teX . 
Each column should have a heading. 
Authors shall receive 25 reprints of their papers free of charge. 

Additional reprints may be ordered. 
Corrections in gaily proof exceeding 1 0% of the typesetting 
costs will be charged to the author. 

C t . . / . · f delivered on ./ I �utlOns on micro flexible discs are welcome I . DOS 
. , 

d (DOS or 111 compatible standard software such as Wor . 
Windows), WordStar, WordPerfect, Euroscript, Mu\tllnate� 
1 * * . . ur stan n a VIStOn, DCA/RFT-files or plain ASCII code - 0 
dard is WordlDOS (Word/Windows) and PageMaker. 
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