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Note: Page numbers in italics refer to figures; page numbers in bold refer to tables.

Abbasid caliphate, 52
‘Abdallah al-Yanini, 6, 38-40, 66, 69, 136
asceticism of, 39-40
death of, 113
grave of, 123-24, 133
as Hanbali traditionalist, 38, 135-36
initiation of, 23, 46
lodge of, 103-7, 109
as shaykh, 39-40, 54, 55, 59
spiritual chain of authority of, 46

vita of, 7-9, 71, 74-78, 99, 125, 133, 136

as warrior-saint, 74-75
‘Abd al-Razzaq, 46
Abdilhamid II (sultan), 129
Abraham, shrine of (Magam Ibrahim), 120
Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad, 24

Abit I-Bayan, Muhammad, 21, 21n6, 91, 118,

126
Abt I-Hasan, ‘Alj, 23
Abt 1-Majd ibn al-Shaykh Abi I-Thana, 41
Abtu Shama (historian), 28, 38
adab al-muridin (rules of conduct for
seekers of the Path), 101
‘Adawiyya path, 27
Addai (Christian apostle), 27
‘Adi ibn al-Musafir al-Hakkari, 27, 108
Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Shaykh ‘Aqil, 7
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad
‘Uthman, 7-8
Aleppo
in the Ayyubid period, 117
Bab al-Nagam (Gate of al-Nagam), 98
Bab Qinnasrin (Gate of Qinnasrin), 97,
121,129, 129n45
bazaar, 97
cemeteries in, 120, 129, 129n45
citadel, 95-96

destruction of shrines in, 133
Farafra quarter, 96
Great Mosque, 96
Haryatan village, 98
Jalliim neighborhood, 97-98
Jami‘ al-Maqamat, 7
khanqahs in, 96-99
al-Magamat (the Shrines), 98
Mashhad Husayn, 117
Mashhad al-Muhasin, 117
Mashhad al-Nur (Shrine of Light), 121,
129
mystics and ascetics in, 117
Quwayq river, 98
shrines of Sukayna, daughter of Husayn,
and Umm Khulthum, daughter of “Alj,
118, 127, 129Sufi structures in, 87,
95-99, 138
thirteenth-century (map), 97
zawiyas in, 97-98
‘Al ibn Abi Talib, 28, 44, 45, 54, 64, 121
‘All ibn Sa‘1d, 59
antinomian, 3, 28, 33, 72, 73, 73n25, 93;
see also Haririyya; muwallahiin (Fools
of God); Qalandariyya/Qalandars;
Saydariyya
‘Aqil al-Manbiji, 26-27, 43, 56, 79
encounters with villagers, 110-11
family lineage, 7
followers of, 27
as Grand Shaykh of al-Sham, 27
lodge of, 105-6,108,111-12
as patron saint, 60
miracles of, 26-27,45,57,111
tomb of, 123, 123,125,133
visionary experience of, 45
vita of, 6, 7, 26,99, 105-6, 110-12
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‘Aqiliyya (spiritual path), 26
architecture
architectural patronage, 14, 85, 96, 115,
126,129
sacralization of, 129
of Sufi establishments, 69-70n17, 90, 96,
108,116,127n39, 129n44
al-ard al-muqaddasa (Holy Land), 25, 119
al-Armawi, ‘Abdallah, 12
Arslan al-Dimashqj, 19, 84, 108, 122,
126-27
association with Nur al-Din, 19-20
becoming a Sufi, 20
birth and early life, 20
gravesite of, 20-21, 117-18
mosque and shrine of, 728-29
Arslaniyya magbara, 21
asceticism, 25, 85
dietary, 42, 54
ascetics, 3, 4, 28, 34-35, 34n7, 72,135
‘Abdallah al-Yunini, 39-4.0, 74
Ibn Qawam al-Balisi, 40
in Damascus and Aleppo, 117
Abt 1-Bayan, Muhammad, 21
al-Sawuji, Jamal al-Din, 29, 73
Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Zahid, 25
Shaykh Arslan, 20
Sufi shaykhs as, 35-36, 37
Ash‘ari theology, 67
al-At‘ani, Muhammad, 97
authority
charismatic, 34, 37, 43, 48, 83, 134,
136-39
legal-rational, 34
saintly, 57-61
spiritual, 37, 83
of Sufi masters, 44, 48, 61, 103
‘Awarif al-ma‘arif (The Benefits of Intimate
Knowledge), 36, 101
awliyd@’ (Friends of God; saints), 3, 45, 48,
58, 68, 94; see also Friends of God; wali
Ayyubid period, 3, 4, 21, 28, 33, 34, 35, 63,
67,69-70,73,79, 84, 86,89,91, 135
in Aleppo, 88, 95-96, 98,117
in Damascus, 117
Ayyubids, 4, 21, 84, 135

Baalbek, Beqaa Valley, Lebanon, 5, 6, 7,
23-24,27,38-40, 55, 63,69, 71,72,
75,78, 89,104, 106, 109, 112-13, 124,
125,133

al-Badri, ‘Abdallah Abt 1-Baqa’ (historian
and geographer), 90,119

Baghdad, 20, 22-23, 27, 36, 46, 58, 67n7,
89,101,110

Balis, 6, 24-25, 40, 54, 57-59, 68-70, 79, 80,
95,99,103,112,119

al-Balkhi, Muhammad, 118,127

al-Bata’ihi, ‘Abdallah, 23, 46

al-Batz’ihi, Ibrahim, 54, 58, 103

batin (esoteric knowledge), 44; see also
knowledge

Bayt Jabrin, 29, 98, 108

al-Bayani ribat, 21, 21n7, 91; see also ribat

Beqaa Valley, 23, 27, 64,71, 72,75,99

Baha al-Din Hariin al-Maragi, 92

Bant Yunisi, 22

baraka (blessing; spiritual power), 12-14,
118, 136, 139; see also charisma

Bayt al-Muqgaddas al-Sharif, 39

biography, 24, 55; see also hagiographies

bodies of the saints, 117, 139

Bourdieu, Pierre, 137

caves, 123-24
cemeteries, 21, 116-18, 126
of al-Dahdah (Damascus), 92
of al-Qarafa (Qairo), 118, 118-19
of Bab al-Qinnasrin (Damascus),
129,129n45
of Bab al-Saghir (Damascus), 29,92, 118,
119,127,132
of Bab Tiima (Damascus), 19
Cemetery of the Sufis/Maqabir al-Siifiyya
(Damascus), 92,118
Magbarat al-Arslaniyya (Damascus),
118
Magbarat al-Salihin (Aleppo), 120, 122
of Rawda (Damascus), 94
see also graves; gravesites; tombs and
shrines
chain of companionship/chain of
purification, 43,51
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chain of transmission of mystical knowledge
and authority/spiritual chain, 21,
44, 46; see also khirqa (patched cloak);
silsila (chain of transmission of mystical
knowledge and authority)
charisma, 12, 30-31, 37-38, 74, 136-37
primary vs. institutional, 52-53
Christians
conversion of, 137-38
interactions with Sufis, 70-72, 75
monKks, 27
Roman Orthodox, 66
in Syria, 64
Valley of the Christians, 65
see also Jacobites; Maronites; Nestorians
churches
Church of Maryam (Church of the
Christians), 64
Church of St. Elian, 66
Church of the Jacobites, 64
Greek Orthodox Church, 64
coffins, 25,119
commemoration, 6, 125
Counter-Crusader period, 5, 8, 15, 16, 26,
35, 36,48, 74,115,117
Crusader period/Crusades, 5, 15, 16, 35, 36,
48, 63,94,115,117
cult of saints, 3, 4n9

Damascus

in the Ayyubid period, 117

Bab al-Faradis (Gate of Faradis), 92

Bab Sharqi (The Eastern Gate), 91

Bab Tama (Gate of St. Thomas the
Apostle)

cemeteries in, 92

city gates, 91-92

Darb al-Hajar neighbourhood, 91

Great/Umayyad Mosque, 88, 90, 92

Ghuta (the oasis around old Damascus),
22,90,90n20, 93

Hanbali mosque, 38, 38n18, 76, 79

of Ibn ‘Arabi, 126-27

Jarrah mosque, 92 (Damascus)

khangahs in, 88-92

Tankiz mosque, 92
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Magharat Adam (Grotto of Adam), 94
Magharat al-Dam (Grotto of Blood), 94
Magharat al-Jii’ (Cave of Hunger), 94
Mt. Qasyun, 6, 24, 25, 29, 46, 90, 94-95,
95n41,106,107,112,119
mystics and ascetics in, 6-7, 11,117
palace of Ibn Marwan, 88
al-Sagha al-‘Atiqa quarter, 92
Salihiyya neighbourhood, 6, 24, 38,94, 119
al-Sharafayn (the area between the old
city and Mt. Qasytuin), 90
spatial layout of Sufi establishments
(mid-fourteenth century), 93
Sufi structures in, 87, 88-95, 89, 138
Tankiz mosque, 92
zawiyas in, 92-94
darih (grave), 115; see also graves;
gravesites
al-Darkizini, Jalal al-Din, 29
Delooz, Pierre, 136-37
dervishes, 29
dhikr (recollection, invocation), 25, 36, 39,
72,78,98,106,113,139
dietary matters see food
dreams, 44-46
appearance of the Prophet in, 45, 46
interpretation of, 48
see also visions
dress, 28, 35,40-41, 42, 55, 56, 58, 61,
73,101; see also asceticism; khirqa
(patched cloak)
Druze, 64

Eddé, Anne-Marie, 3,117
Elias, Jamal, 44

faqih (legal scholar, jurist), 23, 33

Faqih Abt ‘Abdallah Muhammad, 23, 109, 124

fellow believers, 10, 13, 64, 65, 78,102,

122,137

fire-walking and fire-swallowing, 25

food, 35, 39,40-42,136
donation of, 39, 42,91, 99,107, 109-10
lawfully acquired (halal), 39, 42
prohibited (haram), 42, 43, 54, 68, 136
refusal of, 42-43, 54, 67-68, 136
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Fools of God (muwallahtin), 73
Franks, 59, 104
Friends of God, 3, 5, 15, 25, 29, 34, 37,53,
58, 78,99,107, 126, 135,137,138-39
burial places of, 122, 124
characteristics of, 38-39
charisma of, 33
funerary structures of, 120-21
lodges of, 87,116
miracles of, 9-10
see also awliya’ (Friends of God; saints);
wali (Friend of God; saint)
funerary structures, 19
of Friends of God, 120-21
see also mashahid (funerary structures);
tombs and shrines

al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid, 49, 67, 68
Geoffroy, Eric, 22
geographical accounts, 15
God'’s Friends see Friends of God
graves, 19, 31,80, 115,118, 120, 124-25,
126,133
saints living in, 27
visitation of, 3, 4n9, 20, 115-16, 121, 126,
126n36, 132,139
see also cemeteries, darih, gravesites,
maqam, magbara, qabr, turba; tombs
and shrines
gravesites
of al-Yunini, 123-24, 133
of ‘Aqil al-Manbiji, 27
of Arslan, 20,117-18
of Ibn ‘Arabi, 126-27, 130-31
of Ibn Qawam, 25
of ‘Izz al-Din ibn al-Nu‘aym, 29, 126
of shaykhs, 14-15, 20, 30-31, 99, 102,
108,115,116,118,122,126,139
Gril, Denis, 51

hadith (prophetic tradition), 22, 43,91
hagiographers, 28, 29, 54, 68, 69, 76, 103,
124,126
hagiographies, 6, 9-11, 15, 37
of ascetics, 117
firsthand accounts in, 8

of ‘Izz al-Din ibn al-Nu‘aym, 29
of saints, 6-7
as scholarly pursuit, 8
self-testimonies in, 8
see also vitas
Hama, 29, 30n50, 63, 64, 76, 89,98, 126
al-Hajj ‘Uthman ibn al-Hajj Muhammad
al-‘Urani al-Halabi, 7
al-Harawi, ‘Ali, 120
al-Hariri, “Ali, 72
Hamdanis Shi‘i dynasty, 69
Hanbali school (madhab), 24, 34n7, 67,
67n7,76
Hanbali theology, 24, 73,136
al-Harawi, “All ibn Abi Bakr (scholar and
traveller), 94
al-Hariri, Muhammad °Alj, 28
Haririyya, 28, 33, 72-73, 93; see also
antinomian
Haydar (shaykh of the Haydariyya), 94
Herzfeld, Ernst, 96
Hilal Hamdani, 98
al-Hilawi (shaykh), 98
Hillenbrand, Robert, 116
Hiya ibn Qays al-Hawrani, 56-57
Hofer, Nathan, 5, 34
Homs, 63-66, 72, 74-75, 89, 98
hospices see khanqahs
Husam al-Din ibn Lajin, 78,91
Husayn ibn ‘Ali, 70, 118

Ibn Abi Numayr, 121-22
shrine of, 129, 132-33

Ibn al-‘Adim (historian), 24

Ibn ‘Arabi, Muhy1 al-Din, 21, 126-27
mausoleum of, 130-31

Ibn Hanbal, 38

Ibn al-Hawrani, 19, 20-21, 94, 126

ibn Swidan, Ahmad, 56-57, 79

Ibn al-Wardi (historian), 120

Ibn Battiita, 124

Ibn Jubayr (traveller), 87, 124

Ibn Kannan al-Salihi (historian), 91

Ibn Kathir (religious scholar and historian),

25,28,73,76
Ibn Khaldun, 13
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Ibn al-Nu‘aym, ‘Izz al-Din, 29, 69, 126
Ibn Qawam al-Balisi, Abi Bakr, 6, 24-25,
28,40-43,57,58,60-61, 67,
79-80, 135-36
asceticism of, 40-41
burial of, 119
early days as aspirant, 55
ethical purity of, 42-43
funeral of, 112
as legal scholar, 24, 25,47, 67
as mystic, 47-48
vita of, 6, 24, 25, 53-54, 67-68, 69,
99,103
zawiya of, 103
Ibn Rajab (biographer), 23-24
Ibn Shaddad (historian), 95,118,121
Ibn Taymiyya, 127
Ibn Talan, Muhammad (religious scholar
and historian), 6, 7n15, 24,127
Ibrahim ibn Adham, 75
Ibrahim the Christian, 71-72
‘Imad al-Din al-Suhrawardi, 101
‘Imad al-Din ‘Umar al-Hamawayh, 89
‘iIm (esoteric knowledge), 34, 66; see also
knowledge
Imami Shi‘is, 64
initiation practices, 55-56; see also khirqa
(patched cloak)
Isma‘lis, 64
‘Izz al-Din ibn al-Nu‘aym, 29, 69, 126

al-Jabrini, Muhammad ibn Nabhan,
29-30,108

Jacobites, 64

jami‘ (mosque), 85; see also mosques

Jami‘ al-Magamat (Aleppo), 121

Jerusalem, Sufi structures in, 87

al-Jilani, Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al-Qadir,
22,23,46

jurists, 33-34, 37

karamat (extraordinary deeds, feats or
miracles), 8, 10, 19, 27, 34,37, 57;
see also miracles

Karamustafa, Ahmet, 57

al-Katani, Abt I-Fath, 42, 103
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Khalid ibn al-Walid, 20
khadim (lit. servant, personal
assistant at the master’s lodge),
103-4,104n7, 105; see also lodge
communities
khangahs
in Aleppo, 95-96, 98-99
al-Andalusiyya, 90
in Damascus, 88-92
endowed, 90-91
al-Farafra, 96
al-Husamiyya, 91
Khatiniyya, 91
al-Najmiyya, 90
al-Nasiriyya al-Barraniyya, 91
al-Shibliyya, 91
al-Shihabiyya, 90
Sumaysatiyya, 88-89
Khidr (lit. “The Green One,” mysterious
immortal saint and mystical guide),
44-46, 44n44, 48
khirqa (patched cloak), 12, 22, 24,
44-46,54-56
Kitab adab al-muridin (Book of the Rules of
Conduct for Seekers of the Path), 35
Kitab Managqib al-Shaykh ‘Abdallah al-Yinini
(Book of the Virtues of Shaykh ‘Abdallah
al-Yanini), 6
Kitab managqib al-Shaykh ‘Aqil al-
Manbiji (Book of the Virtues of ‘Aqil
al-Manbiji), 6
Kitab zad a-musafir wa-adab al-hadir (Book
of the Quest’s Provisions and Resident’s
Comportment, 101
knowledge
arcane, 13,43,59, 68,136,137
discursive, 136
esoteric, 21, 34, 44,47, 66,120
about Islam, 12, 13, 25, 39, 43, 49,
52,134
mystical, 33-34, 36, 43, 46, 47, 50,
53,136
religious, 2, 22, 34,47,136
traditional, 66
truthful/true, 37, 136
veridical, 37
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landscapes, 4-5, 15, 15n38-39, 83, 86,
87n10, 90, 93, 113, 115-16, 119, 124,
129,135,139

lieux de mémoire (places of collective
memory), 116, 116n6

Lefebvre, Henri, 13

lineages (of saints and initiates), 7, 20, 22,
45-46, 55; see also silsila (chain of
transmission of mystical knowledge
and authority)

Lion of Syria see ‘Abdallah al-Yainini

lodge communities, 101, 102-3, 104-6,
109,111

lodges, 1, 14, 22, 80, 135, 138-39

of ‘Abdallah al-Yunini, 38

of ibn Qawam al-Balisi, 24

of al-Hariri, 28-29

foundation accounts, 15

functions of, 108

hereditary, 86

as local and public places, 102

as local spaces, 107-13

of Muhammad ibn Nabhan
al-Jabrini, 30

as ritual spaces,

of Shaykh “Adi, 27

of Shaykh ‘Aqil, 26

of Shaykh ‘Uthman al-Rami, 29

as spaces of spiritual and social
domination, 102-7

of Sufi masters, 61

veneration of, 125

see also zawiyas

madhhabs (Sunni legal schools), 1
madrasas (Islamic institutions for the study
if legal and traditionalist sciences), 67,
84-85,91,138
in Aleppo, 96
in Damascus, 91
Khatiiniyya, 91
al-Shamiyya al-Barraniyya, 91
Magharat Adam (Grotto of Adam), 94
Magharat al-Dam (Grotto of Blood), 94

al-Makki, Abu Talib, 50
Magharat al-Ju‘ (Cave of Hunger), 94
al-Malik al-‘Adil, 77, 80
al-Malik al-‘Adil Sayf al-Din, 75
al-Malik al-Amjad, 76-77, 106
al-Malik al-Amjad Bahramshah, 69
al-Malik al-Ashraf, 73, 78, 79
al-Malik al-Mu‘azzm ‘Isa, 77
al-Malik al-Zahir Baybars, 127
al-Malik al-Zahir Ghazi, 95
Mamluk period, 33, 34, 35, 63-64, 67, 73,
84,86,89,95,117,127,135
in Aleppo, 98-99
in Damascus, 88
Mamluk Sultan Baybars, 64
Mamluks, 4, 22, 63-64
managqib (virtues, meritorious deeds),
6,8
see also hagiographies; vitas
Managqib al-Shaykh Abi Bakr ibn Qawam
al-Balisi, 6
Maqabir al-Siifiyya (the Cemetery of the
Sufis), 118
magqam (lit. place; tomb; shrine), 19, 115,
120, 126, 133; see also graves; tombs
and shrines
magqdamat (stations of the mystical path), 21,
33,48,98,115
magbara, 21,118, 120; see also graves;
tombs and shrines
ma‘rifa (esoteric knowledge), 21;
see also knowledge
Maronites, 64
martyr (shahid), 19, 74
mashahid (funerary structures), 115
meditation, 36
memorial structures (mashahid), 115
memorization, 39, 139
Meri, Joseph, 115
miracles, 9-10, 13, 15,37, 126,136
controlling natural powers, 60
detecting forbidden food, 42, 67, 136
instantaneous travel, 58-59
see also karamat (miracles)
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Mongols, 5, 24, 61n42, 63
mosques, 107,138
of Arslan al-Dimashqi, 128-29
of Baalbek, 38,113
Great/Umayyad Mosque, 88, 90, 92, 96,
97,127,138
at Ibn ‘Arabi burial place, 126-27
of Shaykh Aqil Manbiji, 133-34, 134
used by Arslan al-Dimashqi, 20
used by Ibn al-Hawrani, 21
Mosul, Sufi structures in, 87
mountains
Mt. Lebanon, 39, 59, 64, 71, 104
Mt. Qasyun, 6, 24, 25, 29, 46, 89, 90,
94-95,106,107,112,119
al-Mu’addib, Abu ‘Amir, 20
Muhammad (Prophet)
dream appearance of, 45, 46
Sa‘d’s encounter with, 28
Sufi shaykhs’ connection to, 43-48
Muhammad al-Qurasht al-Dimashq],
21,119-20
Muhammad al-Yiinini, 38-39, 78,107, 124, 125
Muhammad ibn al-Fadl, 59
Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn Qawam al-Balis,
6, 24,25,95
Mulder, Stephennie, 115,127
Muslima ibn Mukhallad al-Rihi, 26
muwallahtin (Fools of God), 72; see also
antinomian
mysticism, 20, 47-48, 83, 136
mystics, 21, 33-34, 37, 46,117

al-Nasir Il ibn al-Malik al-’Aziz (sultan), 96
al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawiin

(sultan), 86
Nestorians, 27
al-Nu‘aymi (historian), 11, 88,127
Niur al-Din, 19-21, 63, 84, 89,91, 95,96, 120
Nusayrls, 64

Ohlander, Erik, 36
ordinary believers, 102, 105, 109,
111,112
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patronage, 14, 84, 85, 86, 95, 96, 98, 115,
120, 126, 127; see also wagqf (charitable
endowment)

Paul, Jirgen, 51

“people of the Path,” 30

piety, 34-35

pilgrimage, 10-11, 58-59, 70, 94, 113, 118,
120, 124-25,127,132-33,139

pilgrimage guides, 15, 19n1, 21, 115-16, 125

Pouzet, Henri, 88

prayer rosary, 60, 113

prayer rug/prayer carpet, 27, 47,56,77

qabr (grave), 115, 126, 133; see also graves;
tombs and shrines

Qadiriyya/Qadiri, 22-24, 136

Qalandariyya/Qalandars, 28-29, 29n44, 72,
73,92-93,118,127,129, 132; see also
antinomian

Qalandariyya mausoleum, 132

‘Ali al-Qatanani, 26

Qur’an/Qur’anic verses, 22, 28,47, 50,
53, 66,85

al-Qushayri, Abt 1-Qasim, 49

Qutb al-Din Misa, 23

Ragheb al-Tabbakh, 96
rawadfid, 64,70
Reid, Megan, 3, 42
ribats, 86,87,101, 107

in Aleppo, 95-96

in Damascus, 88, 90,91-92
al-Rifa‘t, Ahmad, 25, 26
Rifa‘iyya, 25-26

Sa‘diyya branch of, 27-28
Roman Orthodox Church, 66
royal families, 84,91, 138
rulers, 5, 41-43, 69, 74-78, 84-85, 88, 94,

95,98,106,109,113,136

ruling elites, 83-86, 89, 138

sacralization/re-sacralization, 9, 124,
129,135
sacred sites, 5,11, 94, 115-16,119, 135
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Sa‘d al-Din al-Jibawi, 27-28
Sa‘diyya branch, 27-28
sainthood
embedment of, 6
embodiment of, 1, 3,9, 11, 12, 56, 60,
135,136
emplacement of, 6,9, 11, 13, 15,
113,135
popular spheres of, 3
road to, 5, 19, 31, 39, 135, 139
social construction of, 37-38, 42, 135
see also walaya; wildya
saintly vitas see vitas
saints
categories and definition of, 3, 3n8
Christian, 9
hagiographies of, 6-7,9-11
miracles of, 13, 15
vitas of, 6-9
see also awliya’; wali; Friends of God;
Friend of God; bodies of saints; cult
of saints
sajjada (prayer rug/payer carpet; symbol
of authority), 47, 56
al-Sakakini, Muhammad, 71-72
Saladin, 63, 74
Salihiyya neighbourhood, 6-7, 24, 38,
94-95,94n36,119
samd (ritual “concert”), 26, 110-12, 136
al-Sarraj, Taj al-Din Ja‘far, 120
al-Sarraj al-Tasi, Abt Nasr, 50
Sari al-Saqati, Abui I-Hasan, 20
Saydariyya, 73
Sayf al-Din al-Rajih1 ibn Sabiq, 22
Sayf al-Din Tashtamur, 98
Selim I (Ottoman sultan), 127
Selimiyya, 127
Seljuk period, 52n14, 64, 85, 89
Shaf‘legal school/rite, 24, 40
Shams al-Din Ahmad al-Khaburi, 47, 53, 60
Shams al-Din al-Salsabili al-Masri, 92
Shams al-Din ibn al-’Abbasi, 55
Sharaf al-Din Abu al-Hasan, 72
Shari‘a, 34, 73
shaykh al-shuytikh, 89-90
Shi‘ism/Shi‘i, 64-65, 69

asceticism and, 117
calling to repentance, 64-65, 69, 137
in Syria, 64,70, 117-18, 121
see also Imami Shi‘is; [sma’ilis, Nusayris
Sibt ibn al-Jawzi, 38
silsila (chain of transmission of mystical
knowledge and authority), 20, 43-44,
44n42,45, 47,48, 55, 56; see also
lineages (of saints and initiates)
Siraj al-Din ibn al-Mulaqqin, 24
Sitt al-Sham, 91
social capital, 137
space, 13-14
spatiality, 139
al-Subki, Taj al-Din (biographer and
jurist), 24
Sufi buildings, 83-87
in Aleppo, 95-99
in Damascus, 88-95
Sufi lodges see lodges; zawiyas
Sufi masters
as arbiters of normative praxis and
disseminators of true religion, 66-74
authority of, 135
commanding right and forbidding
wrong, 67-69
as communal leaders, 65, 74-80
connections to the Prophet, 43-48
disciples of, 137
as followers of God’s Messenger,
36-37,43
interactions with Christians, 70-72, 75
interactions with members of society,
78-80,110-11
interactions with rulers, 69, 75-78
and the master-disciple tie, 57-61
as masters of the Path, 53-57
as “masters of training,” 49-52
as patron saints, 51-52, 65, 74-80
patronage of, 84-85
vitas of, 136,139
Sufi orders
Qadiriyya, 22-23, 136
Rifa‘lyya, 25-27
Suhrawardiyya, 36
see also tariqa
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Sufi structures, 83-87, 138; see also
khanqahs; ribats; zawiys

al-Suhrawardi, Abt 1-Najib, 35, 49-50,
55,101

al-Suhrawardi, ‘Umar, 35, 36-37, 50, 55,
101,105

al-Sulami, ‘Abd al-Rahman, 49

Sulaymiyya village, 69

al-Sulami, ‘Abd al-Rahman, 36

al-Sumaysati,‘Al1, 88

Sunna; prophetic sunna, 2, 34, 36-37, 43,
85,102,137

Sunni Islam, 1, 4

Sunni reaction, 64

Sunni Revival, 1n3

Sunnism, 33

Sunnization movement, 64-65, 66

supplication, 14, 94, 109-10, 113, 115

Syria, map (mid-thirteenth century), 2

Tabbaa, Yasser, 96, 115
al-Tabbakh, Muhammad, 132-33
Taj al-Din Ja'far (al-Sarrdj), 120
Talib ibn ‘Abdan al-Rifaq, 25
Talmon-Heller, Daniella, 34, 115

tariqa (spiritual path, Sufi order), 1, 21, 22,

26, 28, 30, 49, 55, 56,57, 98,120
Taylor, Christopher, 118
Tayy al-Masri, 92,112
tekkes (Sufilodges), 101
tombs and shrines, 4, 9, 14, 80, 115, 117,
117n10, 120, 122,126,133
around the Qalandariyya lodge
(Damascus), 29
around burial places, 116-24
caves, 123-24
in cemeteries in Damascus, 92
foundation accounts, 15
funerary structures, 19
in lodges, 102,113, 116,139
al-Maqamat (the Shrines), 98
Mashhad al-Muhasin (Aleppo), 117
Mashhad Husayn, 117
Mashhad al-Nur (Shrine of Light, Aleppo),
122,129
sacralization of, 124-27, 129, 132-34
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shrine of Ibn Arslan, 128
shrine of Khalil al-Tayyar, shrine of, 133
shrines of Sukayna, daughter of Husayn,
and Umm Khulthum, daughter of ‘Ali
(Damascus), 118,127,129
tomb of Ibn Qawam al-Balisi, 24
tomb of ‘Aqil al-Manbiji, 123, 123
tomb of Ibn Arslan, 20-21
visitation of, 125-27, 132-33; see
also ziyara
see also cemeteries; graves; gravesites;
maqam; qabr; turba
topography, 15, 20, 88,117, 121, 127, 139
travellers’ literature, 15
trees, 23, 40, 60, 72,79, 109-10, 113,
124-25; see also caves
turba, 19, 115; see also graves; tombs and
shrines

‘ulama@’ (religious scholars), 33; see also
faqih;‘ilm; jurists

‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-Khattab, 133

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, 7, 45, 136

‘Uthman (shaykh), 27

‘Uthman al-Din Rimi, 86

Valley of the Christians, 65
villagers, 27, 64,71, 109-10
visions, 44-45, 48; see also dreams
vitas, 37,135
of ‘Abdallah al-Yunini, 38-39, 71, 74-78,
99,125,133,136
of ibn Qawam al-Balisi, 24, 25, 53-54,
67-68, 69,99,103
of ‘Aqil al-Manbiji, 26, 99, 105-6,110-12
complementary literary genres, 11
firsthand accounts in, 12-13
historical contexts of, 9
rewards for authors of, 8
of Sa‘d al-Din al-Jibawi, 28
self-testimonies in, 45
of Sufi masters, 37, 61, 136, 139
see also hagiographies

walaya (closeness to God; sainthood), 3,
3n8, 48; see also sainthood
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wali (Friend of God; saint), 3n8, 21, 29, 47;
see also Friends of God

wagqf (charitable endowment), 84, 86, 90,
95, 99; see also patronage

Weber, Max, 34;

Weberian paradigm, 12, 52

wilaya (exercise of spiritual power), 3, 3n8

wine drinking, 54, 66-71, 104, 137

women, 3, 5,39,42,71,77,78, 80, 84, 85,
96,106-7,109,111, 116,118

world/realm of the unseen (ghayb), 5,
43,44,46

wrongs of hospitality, 68-69

Yaqut al- al-Hamawi (geographer), 26

Yazid (Umayyad caliph), 118

Yinin, Beqqa Valley, Lebanon, 6, 23, 38-39,
40, 46,99, 106,123,125

al-Yunini, ‘Isa, 39

Yunis ibn Sa’id, 22

Yunisiyya (spiritual path), 22

Yunus ibn Yuasuf al-Shibani, 86

Yasuf ibn al-Hadi, 94

Zangid period, 4, 21, 64, 69, 84, 90, 135
Zangids, 4, 21, 64, 69, 84,90, 135
Zarcone, Thierry, 51
zawiyas, 61, 86,101-2,107,113, 138,139
in Aleppo, 97-99
of al-Armawi, 94
burial places in, 117
in Damascus, 88, 90,91-94
Dawidiyya zawiya, 94
of Ibn Qawam al-Balisi/Qawamiyya
Balisiyya, 24, 94,103
‘Imadiyya-Maqdisiyya, 94
supported by donations, 109
Zawiya Fellowship, Ontario,
Canada, 133-34
Zawiyat al-Yinini (Yinin), 133
see also lodges
zahir (esoteric knowledge), 44; see also
knowledge
al-Zahir Ghazi, 120
ziydra/ziyarat al-qubtr (visitation of
graves), 3,4n9, 20,115,121, 126n36;
see also pilgrimage
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