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of Bāb al-​Ṣaghīr (Damascus), 29, 92, 118, 

119, 127, 132
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Jarrāḥ mosque, 92 (Damascus)
khānqāhs in, 88–​92
Tankiz mosque, 92
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al-​Farāfra, 96
al-​Ḥusāmiyya, 91

Khātūniyya, 91
al-​Najmiyya, 90

al-​Nāṣiriyya al-​Barrāniyya, 91
al-​Shibliyya, 91
al-​Shihābiyya, 90

Sumaysāṭiyya, 88–​89
Khiḍr (lit. “The Green One,” mysterious 

immortal saint and mystical guide), 
44–​46, 44n44, 48

khirqa (patched cloak), 12, 22, 24, 
44–​46, 54–​56
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of Muḥammad ibn Nabhān  
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Maghārat Ādam (Grotto of Adam), 94
Maghārat al-​Dam (Grotto of Blood), 94

al-​Makkī, Abū Talib, 50
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Sufis), 118
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maqāmāt (stations of the mystical path), 21, 
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maqbara, 21, 118, 120; see also graves; 
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maʿrifa (esoteric knowledge), 21;  
see also knowledge
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97, 127, 138
at Ibn ʿArabī burial place, 126–27
of Shaykh Aqīl Manbijī, 133–​34, 134
used by Arslān al-​Dimashqī, 20
used by Ibn al-​Ḥawrānī, 21

Mosul, Sufi structures in, 87
mountains 

Mt. Lebanon, 39, 59, 64, 71, 104
Mt. Qāsyūn, 6, 24, 25, 29, 46, 89, 90,  

94–​95, 106, 107, 112, 119
al-​Muʾaddib, Abū ʿAmir, 20
Muḥammad (Prophet) 

dream appearance of, 45, 46
Saʿd’s encounter with, 28
Sufi shaykhs’ connection to, 43–​48

Muḥammad al-​Qurashī al-​Dimashqī, 
21, 119–​20

Muḥammad al-​Yūnīnī, 38–39, 78, 107, 124, 125
Muḥammad ibn al-​Faḍl, 59
Muḥammad ibn ʿUmar ibn Qawām al-​Bālisī, 

6, 24, 25, 95
Mulder, Stephennie, 115, 127
Muslima ibn Mukhallad al-​Rūḥī, 26
muwallahūn (Fools of God), 72; see also 

antinomian
mysticism, 20, 47–​48, 83, 136
mystics, 21, 33–34, 37, 46, 117

al-​Nāṣir II ibn al-​Malik al-​’Aziz (sultan), 96
al-​Nāṣir Muḥammad ibn Qalāwūn 

(sultan), 86
Nestorians, 27
al-​Nuʿaymī (historian), 11, 88, 127
Nūr al-​Dīn, 19–​21, 63, 84, 89, 91, 95, 96, 120
Nuṣayrīs, 64

Ohlander, Erik, 36
ordinary believers, 102, 105, 109,  

111, 112

patronage, 14, 84, 85, 86, 95, 96, 98, 115, 
120, 126, 127; see also waqf (charitable 
endowment)

Paul, Jürgen, 51
“people of the Path,” 30
piety, 34–​35
pilgrimage, 10–​11, 58–​59, 70, 94, 113, 118, 

120, 124–25, 127, 132–33, 139
pilgrimage guides, 15, 19n1, 21, 115–​16, 125
Pouzet, Henri, 88
prayer rosary, 60, 113
prayer rug/​prayer carpet, 27, 47, 56, 77

qabr (grave), 115, 126, 133; see also graves; 
tombs and shrines

Qādiriyya/​Qādiri, 22–​24, 136
Qalandariyya/​Qalandars, 28–​29, 29n44, 72, 

73, 92–​93, 118, 127, 129, 132; see also 
antinomian

Qalandariyya mausoleum, 132
ʿAlī al-​Qaṭanānī, 26
Qurʾan/​Qurʾanic verses, 22, 28, 47, 50, 

53, 66, 85
al-​Qushayrī, Abū l-​Qāsim, 49
Quṭb al-​Dīn Mūsā, 23

Rāgheb al-​Ṭabbākh, 96
rawāfiḍ, 64, 70
Reid, Megan, 3, 42
ribāṭs, 86, 87, 101, 107

in Aleppo, 95–​96
in Damascus, 88, 90, 91–​92

al-​Rifāʿī, Aḥmad, 25, 26
Rifāʿiyya, 25–​26

Saʿdiyya branch of, 27–28
Roman Orthodox Church, 66
royal families, 84, 91, 138
rulers, 5, 41–​43, 69, 74–​78, 84–​85, 88, 94, 

95, 98, 106, 109, 113, 136
ruling elites, 83–​86, 89, 138

sacralization/​re-​sacralization, 9, 124, 
129, 135

sacred sites, 5, 11, 94, 115–​16, 119, 135
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Saʿd al-​Dīn al-​Jibāwī, 27–​28
Saʿdiyya branch, 27–28
sainthood 

embedment of, 6
embodiment of, 1, 3, 9, 11, 12, 56, 60, 

135, 136
emplacement of, 6, 9, 11, 13, 15, 

113, 135
popular spheres of, 3
road to, 5, 19, 31, 39, 135, 139
social construction of, 37–38, 42, 135
see also walāya; wilāya

saintly vitas see vitas
saints 

categories and definition of, 3, 3n8
Christian, 9
hagiographies of, 6–​7, 9–​11
miracles of, 13, 15
vitas of, 6–​9
see also awliyāʾ; walī; Friends of God; 

Friend of God; bodies of saints; cult 
of saints

sajjāda (prayer rug/​payer carpet; symbol 
of authority), 47, 56

al-​Sakākinī, Muḥammad, 71–​72
Saladin, 63, 74
Ṣāliḥiyya neighbourhood, 6–​7, 24, 38,  

94–​95, 94n36, 119
samā (ritual “concert”), 26, 110–​12, 136
al-​Sarrāj, Tāj al-​Dīn Jaʿfar, 120
al-​Sarrāj al-​Ṭūsī, Abū Naṣr, 50
Sarī al-​Saqaṭī, Abū l-​Ḥasan, 20
Ṣaydariyya, 73
Sayf al-​Dīn al-​Rajīḥī ibn Sābiq, 22
Sayf al-​Dīn Ṭashtamur, 98
Selīm I (Ottoman sultan), 127
Selīmiyya, 127
Seljuk period, 52n14, 64, 85, 89
Shāfʿī legal school/​rite, 24, 40
Shams al-​Dīn Aḥmad al-​Khābūrī, 47, 53, 60
Shams al-​Dīn al-​Salsabīlī al-​Maṣrī, 92
Shams al-​Dīn ibn al-​’Abbāsī, 55
Sharaf al-​Dīn Abū al-​Ḥasan, 72
Shariʿa, 34, 73
shaykh al-​shuyūkh, 89–​90
Shiʿism/​Shiʿi, 64–​65, 69

asceticism and, 117
calling to repentance, 64–​65, 69, 137
in Syria, 64, ​70, 117–​18, 121​
see also Imāmī Shiʿis; Ismāʾīlīs, Nuṣayris

Sibṭ ibn al-​Jawzī, 38
silsila (chain of transmission of mystical 

knowledge and authority), 20, 43–​44, 
44n42, 45, 47, 48, 55, 56; see also 
lineages (of saints and initiates)

Sirāj al-​Dīn ibn al-​Mulaqqin, 24
Sitt al-​Shām, 91
social capital, 137
space, 13–​14
spatiality, 139
al-​Subkī, Tāj al-​Dīn (biographer and 

jurist), 24
Sufi buildings, 83–​87

in Aleppo, 95–​99
in Damascus, 88–​95

Sufi lodges see lodges; zāwiyas
Sufi masters 

as arbiters of normative praxis and 
disseminators of true religion, 66–​74

authority of, 135
commanding right and forbidding 

wrong, 67–​69
as communal leaders, 65, 74–​80
connections to the Prophet, 43–​48
disciples of, 137
as followers of God’s Messenger, 

36–​37, 43
interactions with Christians, 70–​72, 75
interactions with members of society, 

78–​80, 110–​11
interactions with rulers, 69, 75–​78
and the master-​disciple tie, 57–​61
as masters of the Path, 53–​57
as “masters of training,” 49–​52
as patron saints, 51–​52, 65, 74–​80
patronage of, 84–​85
vitas of, 136, 139

Sufi orders 
Qādirīyya, 22–​23, 136
Rifaʿiyya, 25–​27
Suhrawardiyya, 36
see also ṭarīqa
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Sufi structures, 83–​87, 138; see also 
khānqāhs; ribāṭs; zāwiys

al-​Suhrawardī, Abū l-​Najīb, 35, 49–​50, 
55, 101

al-​Suhrawardī, ʿUmar, 35, 36–​37, 50, 55, 
101, 105

al-​Sulamī, ʿAbd al-​Raḥmān, 49
Sulaymiyya village, 69
al-​Sulamī, ʿAbd al-​Raḥman, 36
al-​Sumaysāṭī,ʿAlī, 88
Sunna; prophetic sunna, 2, 34, 36–​37, 43, 

85, 102, 137
Sunni Islam, 1, 4
Sunni reaction, 64
Sunni Revival, 1n3
Sunnism, 33
Sunnization movement, 64–​65, 66
supplication, 14, 94, 109–10, 113, 115
Syria, map (mid-​thirteenth century), 2

Tabbaa, Yasser, 96, 115
al-​Tabbākh, Muḥammad, 132–33
Tāj al-​Dīn Ja’far (al-​Sarrāj), 120
Ṭālib ibn ʿAbdān al-​Rifāʿī, 25
Talmon-​Heller, Daniella, 34, 115
ṭarīqa (spiritual path, Sufi order), 1, 21, 22, 

26, 28, 30, 49, 55, 56, 57, 98, 120
Taylor, Christopher, 118
Ṭayy al-​Maṣrī, 92, 112
tekkes (Sufi lodges), 101
tombs and shrines, 4, 9, 14, 80, 115, 117, 

117n10, 120, 122, 126, 133
around the Qalandariyya lodge 

(Damascus), 29
around burial places, 116–​24
caves, 123–​24
in cemeteries in Damascus, 92
foundation accounts, 15
funerary structures, 19
in lodges, 102, 113, 116, 139

al-​Maqāmāt (the Shrines), 98
Mashhad al-​Muḥasin (Aleppo), 117
Mashhad Ḥusayn, 117
Mashhad al-​Nūr (Shrine of Light, Aleppo), 

122, 129
sacralization of, 124–​27, 129, 132–​34

shrine of Ibn Arslān, 128
shrine of Khalīl al-​Tayyār, shrine of, 133

shrines of Sukayna, daughter of Husayn, 
and Umm Khulthum, daughter of ʿAlī 
(Damascus), 118, 127, 129

tomb of Ibn Qawām al-​Bālisī, 24
tomb of ʿAqīl al-​Manbijī, 123, 123
tomb of Ibn Arslān, 20–​21
visitation of, 125–​27, 132–​33; see 

also ziyāra
see also cemeteries; graves; gravesites; 

maqām; qabr; turba
topography, 15, 20, 88, 117, 121, 127, 139
travellers’ literature, 15
trees, 23, 40, 60, 72, 79, 109–​10, 113,  

124–​25; see also caves
turba, 19, 115; see also graves; tombs and 

shrines

ʿulamāʾ (religious scholars), 33; see also 
faqih;ʿilm; jurists

‘Umar ibn ʿAbd al-​Khaṭṭāb, 133
‘Umar ibn al-​Khaṭṭāb, 7, 45, 136
‘Uthmān (shaykh), 27
‘Uthmān al-​Dīn Rūmī, 86

Valley of the Christians, 65
villagers, 27, 64, 71, 109–​10
visions, 44–​45, 48; see also dreams
vitas, 37, 135

of ʿAbdallāh al-​Yūnīnī, 38–​39, 71, 74–​78, 
99, 125, 133, 136

of ibn Qawām al-​Bālisī, 24, 25, 53–​54,  
67–​68, 69, 99, 103

of ʿAqīl al-​Manbijī, 26, 99, 105–​6, 110–​12
complementary literary genres, 11
firsthand accounts in, 12–​13
historical contexts of, 9
rewards for authors of, 8
of Saʿd al-​Din al-​Jibāwī, 28
self-​testimonies in, ​45
of Sufi masters, 37, 61, 136, 139
see also hagiographies

walāya (closeness to God; sainthood), 3, 
3n8, 48; see also sainthood
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walī (Friend of God; saint), 3n8, 21, 29, 47; 
see also Friends of God

waqf (charitable endowment), 84, 86, 90, 
95, 99; see also patronage

Weber, Max, 34;
Weberian paradigm, 12, 52

wilāya (exercise of spiritual power), 3, 3n8
wine drinking, 54, 66–​71, 104, 137
women, 3, 5, 39, 42, 71, 77, 78, 80, 84, 85, 

96, 106–7, 109, 111, 116, 118
world/​realm of the unseen (ghayb), 5, 

43, 44, 46
wrongs of hospitality, 68–​69

Yāqūt al-​ al-​Ḥamawī (geographer), 26
Yazīd (Umayyad caliph), 118
Yūnīn, Beqqa Valley, Lebanon, 6, 23, 38–​39, 

40, 46, 99, 106, 123, 125
al-​Yūnīnī, ʿIsā, 39
Yūnis ibn Sa’īd, 22
Yūnisiyya (spiritual path), 22
Yūnus ibn Yūsuf al-​Shibānī, 86
Yūsuf ibn al-​Hādī, 94

Zangid period, 4, 21, 64, 69​, 84, 90, 135
Zangids, 4, 21, 64, 69, 84, 90, 135
Zarcone, Thierry, 51
zāwiyas, 61, 86, 101–​2, 107, 113, 138, 139

in Aleppo, 97–​99
of al-​Armawī, 94
burial places in, 117
in Damascus, 88, 90, 91–​94
Dāwūdiyya zāwiya, 94
of Ibn Qawām al-​Bālisī/​Qawāmiyya 

Bālisiyya, 24, 94, 103
ʿImādiyya-​Maqdisiyya, 94
supported by donations, 109

Zawiya Fellowship, Ontario, 
Canada, 133–​34

Zāwiyat al-​Yūnīnī (Yūnīn), 133
see also lodges

ẓāhir (esoteric knowledge), 44; see also 
knowledge

al-​Ẓāhir Ghāzī, 120
ziyāra/​ziyārāt al-​qubūr (visitation of 

graves), 3, 4n9, 20, 115, 121, 126n36; 
see also pilgrimage
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